2 Time Zones in India

! ! ion of these i must be

supported by the ability of the government to gather data
and track changes. 10, Way Forward
Itis important to consult all stakeholders and arrive at a best solution,

Permanent shift of IST to one hour i.e. 6:30+ UTC to 90 degree east.
9. Available Alternatives
Daylight Saving Time can also be used from April to September. \

Different working hours & chances of railway accidents might
become more frequent.

Synchronizing railway traffic which otherwise will create utter confusion.
It would mean resetting clocks with each crossing of the time zone. 8. Problems
CSIR-NPL would need a second laboratory in the new time zone.

Marking of the dividing line of the two zones would be a problem.

Lead to greater efficiencies among the workforce,

Advancing IST by just a half hour would result in saving 2.7 billion units of

electricity every year.

Reduction in energy consumption will significantly cut down India’s carbon footprint.
7. Benefits

Economic benefits -people will be able to work better, according to natural cycles.

Achievement of social policy objectives like reducing road accidents &
improving women's safety.

Aligning standard time with daylight time.

India is geographically the second-largest country not to have multiple time-zones.
India stretches almost 30 degrees of longitude - enough to have two time-zones.
Northeast lose important daylight which can be used productively.
Many people operate in a time zone that is not an appropriate diurnal cycle.

6. Need of Two Time Zones

Productivity and efficiency follows a biological clock that s synchronized with the
daily light-dark cycles.

From the body's circadian rhythm point of view, the existing IST is highly
unsuitable for Dong and Port Blair.

1. Why in News?

2. Who is Demanding?

3.Time zone

4. Indian Standard Time

Recently CSIR-NPL published an article describing the necessity of two time zones.

IST-1 for most of India and IST- 1I for the Northeastern region - separated by
difference of one hour.

IST-1, covering the regions falling between longitudes 68°7'E and 89°52'E.
IST-Il covering the regions between 89°52'E and 97°25'E.

People from Northeast face challenges due to a single time zone - in their
lives and their economies.

In 2006, Planning Commission had also recommended two time zones.

CSIR-NPL also supports the idea.

Sir Sandford Fleming proposed a worldwide system of time zones in 1879.
In 1884, International meridian conference adopted a 24 hour day.

Countries keep different times because of Earth's rotation & revolution around the Sun.
As Earth turns by 15° around its axis, time changes by one hour.

A 3602-degree rotation yields 24 hours.

As a result, the world is divided into 24 time zones shifted by one hour each.

ISTis based on longitude 82.5°, which passes through Mirzapur, near Allahabad (UP).
Itis 5 hours 30 minutes ahead of GMT, now called the Universal Coordinated Time.

Keeper of the time in India is the CSIR-National Physical Laboratory (NPL), New
Delhi, with the help of 5 caesium atomic clocks.

1884 - India used to have two time zones, Bombay Time and Calcutta Time.

1906 - India had a single IST running through center of country.

There was a one-hour-nine-minutes time difference between Kolkata and Mumbai.

5. History of Time Zones in India

Yet, today these cities, which are 1,650km apart, share the same time.
Tea estates of Assam follow ‘bagaan time’ (estate time).

Bagaan time is one hour ahead of IST.
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