Mains Practice Question

Q. Analyze the significance of inland waterways for transportation and economic development. Discuss the
geographical challenges associated with navigating rivers in India. (250 words)
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Approach

= |ntroduce the answer by delving into inland waterways

= Highlight the significance of Inland Waterways

= Delve into geographical challenges associated with-navigating rivers in India
= Conclude positively.

Introduction

Inland waterways refer to navigable rivers, canals, lakes, and other inland water bodies that are
used for transportation and movement of goods and passengers.

= These waterways serve as an alternative mode of transport to roads and railways, offering a
cost-effective and environmentally friendly way of moving cargo and people.

Body
Significance of Inland Waterways:

= Cost-effective Mode of Transportation: Inland waterways offer a highly cost-effective mode
of transportation, particularly for bulk commodities and heavy cargo.
o The operational costs are significantly lower compared to road and rail transport, leading to
reduced transportation expenses and increased profitability for businesses.
o Example: The National Waterway 1 ( Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly River System)
provides a cost-effective transportation route for goods and raw materials.
= Environmental Sustainability: Inland waterways are considered to be a more environmentally
friendly mode of transportation due to lower carbon emissions and reduced air pollution
compared to other modes.
o Greenhouse gas emissions for inland water transport are approximately 40% lower
than road transport, supporting sustainable development goals.
= Connectivity and Economic Development: Inland waterways facilitate the movement of goods
and people, promoting connectivity between remote regions and urban centers.
o They stimulate economic activities along the riverbanks, fostering the growth of
industries, agriculture, and trade.
o Example: The Mississippi River in the United States has played a crucial role in the
economic development of the Midwest region.

Geographical Challenges Associated with Navigating Rivers in India:

= Seasonal Variations in Water Flow: Many Indian rivers experience significant seasonal
variations in water flow, with high discharge during the monsoon season and low water levels



during the dry season.
o This fluctuation in water levels poses challenges for maintaining navigable depths,
limiting the operational period for inland waterway transport.
o Example: The Ganga River experiences significant variations in water levels, hindering
year-round navigation in certain stretches.
= Siltation and Shoal Formation: Many Indian rivers carry a high sediment load, leading to
siltation and the formation of shoals (shallow areas) along the riverbed.
o These obstructions can impede the movement of vessels and require regular dredging
to maintain navigable depths.
o Example: The Brahmaputra River in Assam is known for its high sediment load, leading
to frequent shoal formation and navigation challenges.
= Meandering Nature of Rivers: Many Indian rivers have a meandering nature, with sharp bends
and curves that can make navigation difficult, especially for larger vessels.
o These bends may require specialized maneuvering techniques and pose risks of
grounding or collisions.
= Presence of Rapids and Waterfalls: Some Indian rivers, particularly in hilly and mountainous
regions, have sections with rapids and waterfalls, which can be hazardous for navigation.
o These natural obstacles may require the construction of locks or-other infrastructure to
facilitate the passage of vessels.
o Example: Shivanasamudra Falls of Kaveri River.

Conclusion
Addressing geographical challenges through sustainable infrastructure development, river training

works, and effective water resource management can unlock the full potential of India's inland
waterway network for sustainable economic development and regional integration.
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