Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the ethical significance of the 'Golden Mean' How can this concept be applied to achieve
balance in public policy decisions? (150 words)
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Approach

= Define the concept of the 'Golden Mean.'

= Explain its ethical significance in promoting virtue and moderation.

= Discuss how the Golden Mean can be applied in public policy decisions with relevant examples.

= Conclude by summarizing the importance of the Golden Mean in achieving balanced and ethical
public policy.

Introduction

The concept of the 'Golden Mean' originates from Aristotle's philosophy, where it represents the
desirable middle ground between extremes.

= |t emphasizes balance and moderation, avoiding both excess and deficiency. The Golden
Mean is not a rigid middle point but a dynamic balance that varies with circumstances,
ensuring rational and ethical behavior.

Body
Ethical Significance of Golden Mean:

= Virtue and Moderation: The Golden Mean fosters virtues like courage, temperance, and justice

by promoting moderation.
o For example, courage is the mean between recklessness and cowardice, and justice
is the mean between giving too much and giving too little.

= Prudence in Decision-Making: It encourages prudence, a key aspect of ethical leadership, by
urging leaders to avoid extreme measures that could lead to adverse outcomes.

= Contextual Ethics: The concept is flexible and adaptable, allowing decision-makers to
consider the specific context and circumstances, thereby making more nuanced and ethical
choices.

Application in Public Policy Decisions:

= Economic Policy: In designing taxation policies, the Golden Mean can guide the balance between
excessive taxation (which could stifle economic growth) and minimal taxation (which
could lead to inadequate public services).

o For instance, India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) was designed to balance revenue
needs with economic growth by implementing a moderate tax rate that simplifies the tax
structure without burdening businesses excessively.

= Environmental Policy: The concept can be applied in balancing economic development with



environmental protection.

o The 'Sustainable Development Goals' (SDGs) embody this principle by seeking to meet
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.

= Social Policy: In social welfare schemes, applying the Golden Mean would involve finding the right
balance between providing necessary support and promoting self-reliance.

o The 'Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act' (MGNREGA) is a
prime example, as it provides a safety net for the rural poor while also ensuring that
beneficiaries contribute to community development through their work.

= Law and Order: The Golden Mean can guide criminal justice policies by balancing the need for
maintaining public order with respecting individual rights.

o India's Juvenile Justice Act, which seeks to reform rather than punish young offenders,
exemplifies this balanced approach, aiming for rehabilitation while ensuring justice.

Conclusion
The Golden Mean is a powerful ethical tool for guiding public policy decisions, ensuring that policies are
neither too lenient nor too harsh, and that they address the needs of society in a balanced and

sustainable manner. By applying this concept, policymakers can make decisions that are just, equitable,
and conducive to the long-term welfare of society.
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