Sansad TV: 92nd Anniversary of the Indian Air Force Day

For Prelims: Indian Air Force Day, Operation Vijay (1961), Operation Meghdoot, Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas, Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) Prachand

For Mains: Role of the Indian Air Force in India’s Security Framework: Key Operations, Achievements, and
Challenges

Why in News?

On 8™ October each year, India celebrates Indian Air Force Day to honor the servicemen and pilots
who have sacrificed their lives for the nation. The year 2024 marks the 92" anniversary of the Indian
Air Force (lAF), recognising its essential role in protecting the country’s airspace.

What are the Key Highlights About the Indian Air Force?

= History & Origin:
o IAF was established as an auxiliary force under_British rule and initially consisted of a
small number of aircraft and personnel.

e Over the decades, it has evolved into one of the world’s most formidable air
forces, playing crucial roles in various military operations and humanitarian
missions.

o The first official flight took place on 1% April, 1933, marking the beginning of its
operational journey.

o The President's colours (Honour) were presented to the IAF on 1% April, 1954, by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India.

e These colours symbolise honor and recognition of the IAF's outstanding service
to the nation.

= About:
o The President of India is the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.
o The fourth-largest air force in the world is the Indian Air Force.
o Its headquarters is situated in New Delhi.
o The motto of the IAF is Touch the sky with Glory.
¢ It was taken from the 11" chapter of the Bhagavad Gita.
o The Chief of Air Staff, an air chief marshal is responsible for the operational command of
the air force.
= India Air Force Day:
o Theme: The theme for 2024 is “Indian Air Force: Potent, Powerful, Self-Reliant.”

e This theme emphasises the IAF’'s commitment to self-reliance and
modernisation, reflecting India’s vision for a robust defence capability, with the
date being consistently observed every year since the establishment of the IAF in
1932.

o Significance: The IAF serves as a significant platform that recognizes the sacrifices and
dedication of its personnel in safeguarding the nation.
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e |t plays a crucial role in national security and actively participates in rescue
operations during natural disasters, engaging in humanitarian efforts.
= Significant Operations of the IAF:
o After independence, IAF took part in wars with Pakistan and the People's Republic of China.
e Operation Meghdoot: To regain control of the heights commanding the Siachen
glacier, the Indian Army, Indian Air Force, and paramilitary troops launched
"Operation Meghdoot" on 13" April, 1984.
o |AF took part in relief operations during natural calamities such as the Gujarat cyclone in
1998, the_tsunami in 2004, etc.
o Other significant operations of the IAF:
¢ Operation Vijay (1961)
The Second Kashmir War (1965)
The Bangladesh Liberation War (1971)
Operation Poomalai (1987)
Operation Cactus (1988)
e The Kargil War (1999)
¢ The Balakot airstrike (2019)
¢ The India-Pakistan standoff of 2019

What are Some of the Achievements of the Indian Air Force?

= Modernization and Self-Reliance:
o Indigenous Development: The IAF has focused on developing and inducting indigenous
aircraft and systems, such as:
e Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas
e Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) Prachand
e Hindustan Turbo Trainer-40 (HTT-40) aircraft
¢ Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH)
= Make in India Initiative:
o The IAF has actively engaged with MSMEs, startups, R&D institutions, and academia to
supportiindigenous manufacturing, thereby enhancing self-reliance in defense capabilities.
= Operational Readiness:
o-The IAF demonstrated its operational capabilities through significant exercises such as:
e Exercise Vayu Shakti at the Pokran range, showcasing the ability to accurately
deliver weapons.
o Air Force Level Exercise Gagan, allowing the IAF to practice in a near-operational
environment.
= International Collaboration:
o Participation in numerous bilateral and multilateral exercises with foreign air forces,
including:
e Exercise Bright Star
e Exercise Desert Knight
e Exercise Red Flag
e Exercise Pitch Black
e Exercise HOPEX
o Tarang Shakti: Tranag Shakti is conducted as the largest multinational exercise on Indian
soil in 61 years, involving over 30 nations, showcasing IAF's global operational competence.
= Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR):
o The IAF has been a first responder in humanitarian crises, providing crucial assistance
during natural disasters:
e Conducted flood relief operations and managed forest fire situations.
¢ Successfully evacuated individuals and provided disaster relief in several
countries.
* Notable achievement includes the rescue of the merchant ship MV Ruen in March
2024, demonstrating strategic operational capabilities.
= Integration of New Personnel:
o The seamless integration of Agniveers into the IAF structure reflects a commitment to
modern personnel management and diversity.
e The formation of the first Agniveer woman drill team showcases the IAF's focus



/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-national-security-strategy
/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/making-india-disaster-resilient
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/siachen-glacier-1
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/siachen-glacier-1
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/siachen-glacier
/to-the-points/paper1/cyclone-19
/daily-news-analysis/tsunami-early-warning-system-in-india
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/goa-liberation-day-3#:~:text=In%201961%2C%20the%20Indian%20Government,became%20Union%20Territories%20of%20India.
/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/bangladesh-liberation-war-1971
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kargil-vijay-diwas-2
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-bombs-jaish-e-muhammad-camp-in-pakistan
/to-the-points/Paper2/india-pakistan-scope-of-soft-diplomacy
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/light-combat-aircraft-tejas-mk2
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/light-combat-helicopter-lch-prachanda
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/advanced-light-helicopter-alh-mk-iii-squadron
/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-msme-sector
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-startup-ecosystem
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-vayu-shakti-2024
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/major-military-exercises-of-india
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-desert-knight-1#:~:text=Exercise%20Desert%20Knight%20is%20a,between%20the%20three%20air%20forces.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-red-flag
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/exercise-pitch-black
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tarang-shakti-2024
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-navy-helps-hijacked-ship-in-arabian-sea#:~:text=Why%20in%20News%3F,trajectory%20toward%20the%20Somali%20coast.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/agnipath-scheme-2

on inclusivity and excellence.
= Technological Advancements:
o Emphasis on new-age technologies such as cyber warfare, hypersonic systems, and
artificial intelligence, positioning the IAF for future warfare scenarios.
o The modernization efforts ensure the IAF remains a credible deterrent in multi-domain
operational environments.

What is the Significance of the Indian Air Force?

National Security and Defense:

o Air Superiority: The IAF plays a crucial role in maintaining air superiority and protecting
India’s airspace from potential threats.

e |Its modernization efforts, including the induction of indigenous aircraft and
advanced weapon systems, enhances its capability to deter adversaries and
respond effectively to security challenges.

Operational Readiness:

o The IAF's ability to conduct exercises such as Vayu Shakti and Gagan showcases its

preparedness for various combat scenarios, ensuring a rapid response to any aggression.
Indigenous Development and Self-Reliance:

o The IAF plays a pivotal role in strengthening India’s defense capabilities through its strong
focus on indigenous development, which aligns with the Make in India initiative.

e The IAF not only reduces reliance on foreign technologies but also drives
innovation within the defense sector.

International Relations and Cooperation:

o Global Engagement: Participation in multinational exercises reinforces India's strategic
partnerships with other countries, showcasing the IAF's commitment to global security and
stability.

o Humanitarian Assistance: The IAF's role in international disaster relief and humanitarian
missions enhances India's soft power, demonstrating its readiness to assist nations in
need and reinforcing diplomatic ties.

e For example: Operation Kaveri in Sudan (2024), Operation Karuna in Myanmar
(2023)

Conclusion

The/Indian Air Force stands as a cornerstone of national security, reflecting the commitment and valor of
its personnel. Moreover, the cultural and historical significance of the IAF fosters national pride, ensuring
that its legacy inspires future generations to honor and serve the nation. As India continues to evolve, the
IAF remains a vital element of its defense strategy, embodying the spirit of resilience and dedication to
safeguarding the skies.
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