Proposal to Develop Wetlands as Ramsar Sites
Why in News?

Recently, the Rajasthan government has sent a proposal to the Union environment ministry to develop 5
Wetlands in the state as Ramsar sites.

= Before this, Sambhar Lake was declared as a Ramsar site in march 1990 and Keoladeo Ghana
National Park declared in October 1981.

Key Points

= The State Wetland Authority has proposed Khinchan bird sanctuary in Jodhpur, Chandlai in
Jaipur, Kanwas Pakshi Vihar in Kota, Lunkaransar in Bikaner, and Menar Lake in Udaipur
district.

o According to the officials, all 5 wetlands fall into the Central Asian Flyway, which is used
by migratory birds that start flying to this region from November onwards till
February for warmer temperatures.

= At these sites, the state pollution control board is taking action to stop industrial
effluents from being released into the water. Efforts to stop encroachment are also being
done.

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

= |t is an intergovernmental treaty, adopted on February 2, 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar,
on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea.
= |n India, it came into force on February 1, 1982, under which wetlands of international importance
are declared as Ramsar sites.
o As of 2023, the total Ramsar sites in India are 75.
= The Ramsar tag helps in better maintenance and management of a wetland and aids
tourism for the region.
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Ramsar Sites

Wular Lake

Hokera Wetland
Surinsar-Mansar Lakes
Hygam Wetland Conservation Reserve
Shallbugh Wetland Conservation Reserve.

Jammu & Kashmir

Harike Lake

Kanijli Lake

Ropar Lake

Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary
Beas Conservation Reserve
Keshopur-Miani Community Reserve

Puniab

Sultanpur National Park . - Haryana
Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary

Sambhar Lake Rajasthan
Keoladeo Ghana NP

Wadhvana Wetland

Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary  gyjarat

Khijadia Wildlife Sanctuary

Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary

Sakhya Sagar

Bhoj Wetlands  Madhya Pradesh

Sirpur Wetland Lonar Lake

Yashwant Sagar Thane Creek
Nandur Madhameshwar

Maharashtra

Nanda Lake 602
Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary Kamataka
Kolleru Lake ~Andhra Pradesh
Asthamudi Wetland

Sasthamkotta Lake
Vembanad Kol Wetland

Kerala

Ladakh Tso Kar Wetland Complex
Tsomoriri Lake

Pong Dam Lake
Himachal Pradesh Renyka Wetland

Chandertal Wetland

Utiarakhand Asan Conservation Reserve

Biar Kabartal Wetland

Total Sites: 75 (Au

Assam . Deepor Beel
Manipur | oktak Lake
Tipura - Rydrasagar Lake
Mizoram: pala Wetland

Sunderbans Wetland
East Kolkata Wetlands

West Bengal

Chilka Lake
Satkosia Gorge
Odisha
Tampara Lake
Hirakud Reservoir
isupa Lake

Pichavaram Mangrove
Karikili Bird Sanctuary
Vellode Bird Sanctuary
Vaduvur Bird Sanctuary
Chitrangudi Bird Sanctuary
Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary
Vembannur Wetland Complex

Tamil Nadu - Kanjirankulam Bird Sanctuary
Koonthankulam Bird Sanctuary
Pallikaranai Marsh Reserve Forest
Suchindram Theroor Wetland Complex
Udhayamarthandapuram Bird Sanctuary
Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve
Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary

Bhitarkanika Mangroves

Uttar Pradesh

Sur Sarovar

Haiderpur Wetland

Sarsai Nawar Jheel

Sandi Bird Sanctuary

Saman Bird Sanctuary

Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary

Nawabganj Bird Sanctuary

Parvati Arga Bird Sanctuary

Samaspur Bird Sanctuary

Upper Ganga River (Brijghat to Narora Stretch)
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