Leprosy

“ In 2018 the Supreme Court directed govt. to roll out
awareness programmes/Campaigns. = World Leprosy Day is observed on the last Sunday of January.
1. Why in News? - - — —— - ——
Campaigns should utilise positive images and stories of those This year’s theme - ‘ending discrimination, stigma and prejudice’.

who had been cured. \
7. Conclusion

. .

Integrating leprosy care with other areas of hea[thcar.e can Hansen’s disease-Leprosy is a chronic, progressive bacterial infection d rl S h tl
remove the stigma, caused by bacteria Mycobacterium Leprae.

A new environment must be created ensuring no discrimination

T = Areas of Infection: Skin, Peripheral nerves, Upper respiratory tract and
and promoting inclusion.

Lining of the nose.

Mode of Transmission: Mainly by breathing airborne droplets from

National Leprosy Control Programme, 1955.} thelatfectedindividials;

Symptoms: Red patches on the skin, skin lesion, numbness in arms,
hands, and legs, ulcers on the soles of feet, muscle weakness and
excessive weight loss.

The National Health Policy’s goal - reduce the no. of cases to 2. Leprosy‘
< 1/10,000 population by the year 2005. |

The National Leprosy Eradication Programme achieved the goal of T . .
elimination of leprosy as a public health problem. I Incubation Period: It takes 3-5 years for symptoms to appear.

In 2016, the colonial era Lepers Act was repealed. i _Delayed treatment causes disability and disfigurement, permanent,

= nerve damage in arms and legs.
In 2017, SPARSH Leprosy Awareness Campaign was launched to

promote awareness and address the issues of stigma and ‘6. Steps Taken by India to Cure: Leprosy is curable with the combination of drugs known as Multi-
discrimination. | Eliminate Leprosy, Drug Therapy (MDT).

Measures included in campaign: contact tracing, examination,
treatment, and chemoprophylaxis. Official data 2016-2017 - One leprosy case Every four minutes in India.

MDT and preventive approaches such as Chemoprophylaxis and

: ; 3. Concerns’ India accounts for 60% of new cases reported globally each year.
immunoprophylaxis.

India is among the 22 “global priority countries” that contribute 95% of
world numbers of leprosy.

In 2019, Lok Sabha passed a Bill removing Leprosy as a ground
for divorce.

Commemorating 150th birth anniversary of Gandhi - NLEP’s
comprehensive plan to reduce the grade to disability to less than
one case per million people by October 2019.

Detecting cases before visible disabilities occur, with a special
focus on children.
4. World Health Organisation’s Targeting detection among higher risk groups through campaigns
Global Leprosy Strategy (2016) N highly endemic areas.
Screening all close contacts of persons affected by leprosy. ) - Improving health care coverage and access for marginalized
5. Specific Strategic Interventions populations.

Promoting a shorter and uniform treatment regimen.
for Leprosy Endemic Countries

Incorporating specific interventions against stigmatization
and discrimination.
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