Next Phase of Bustard Conservation

Why in News?

Recently, The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has approved Rs 56 crore for
the next phase of the conservation of Great Indian Bustard (GIB) and Lesser Florican.

Key Points

= The planincludes habitat development, in-situ conservation, completing the conservation breeding
center, releasing captive-bred birds, and other activities.
= The National CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority) had
recommended the Wildlife Institute of India’s (WII) proposal to the governing body.
= Plans to recover the species first started in' 2013 under the National Bustard Recovery Plan, which
later gave way to the Bustard Recovery Project in 2016.
o Later, in July 2018, a tripartite agreement was signed between MoEFCC, Rajasthan
forest department and WIL.
= As part of the project run by the three parties,two GIB conservation breeding centres and
one Lesser Florican centre are functioning in Rajasthan’s Sam, Ramdevra and Sorsan
respectively.
o The team at Sam and Ramdevra built up a founder population bycollecting GIB eggs
from the wild, which were incubated and hatched artificially in the facility.
o Currently, there are approximately 140 GIBs and fewer than 1,000 Lesser Floricans
left in the wild.

Great Indian Bustard

1L


/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/moefcc-reverses-decision-to-merge-autonomous-bodies
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/great-indian-bustards-3
/daily-news-analysis/important-facts-for-prelims-29th-october-2018#:~:text=Lesser%20Florican%20(%20locally%20known%20as,Red%20List%20of%20Threatened%20Species.
/sambhav-daily-answer-writing-practice/papers/sambhav-2024/the-conservation-efforts-for-endangered-species-including-in-situ-and-ex-situ-conservation-methods#:~:text=In%2Dsitu%20conservation%20involves%20protecting,safe%20havens%20for%20endangered%20species.
/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/campa-policy-at-odds-with-ipcc-report
/printpdf/rhinos-to-be-re-introduced-in-uttarakhand
/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/safeguarding-great-indian-bustards
http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1720000145_image2.png

Yo

" . Helght
THE GREAT = 0m ™™ |33fttal

INDIAN BUSTARD The o e é b
68 has been put inthe Red List of the piid
International Union for Conservation of Nature :“,.lhut:il:w ]B kg
P DIDYOUKNOWT endangered
St e e categony

The Great Indlan illi.rstard was proposed as a andidate
fios the Natlonal Bird of bndSs and was under

n:mdmﬁul..d-- | ]50

The biis il
= = funted forits R The appro
1“°  meat nPaldstan | population

PAKISTAN g i

A Hmigntestom 0 S (S
Raasthantn 0, g 1)
Pakistan 0 %

r o 195
> B W B L
THREATSTO - 5 ¢ o e
THE BIRD e T s
wondadpesnd | O 0 ) Tugemis
non-timber crops .I = b
o Renewahle ey = Rl
10! 0| 1. Andhra Pradesh

W Tansportation and power lines s 555 2. Gujarat
- R 1o 3. Karnataka

Human Intnssions and disturbance .:? !. & Mahacachira ;
B |nyasive and other problematic Lo 5. Madhya Pradesh| "
species, genes & diseases L 6. Rajasthan E

India’s most critically endangered bird.

Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
Protection Status:
o JUCN Red List: Critically Endangered

The Great Indian Bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps), the State bird of Rajasthan, is considered

It is considered the flagship grassland species, representing the health of the grassland ecology.
Its population is confined mostly to Rajasthan and Gujarat. Small

populations occur in

o Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES):

Appendix 1
o Convention on Migratory Species (CMS): Appendix |
o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule |

Lesser Florican (Sypheotides indicus)
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It is one of three bustard species endemic to India, the others being the Bengal florican
and the Great Indian Bustard.
In the local language, the bird is known as ‘tanmor’ on ‘kharmor’, derived from the root word
‘mor’ for peacock.
The endangered bird is observed in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat.
Conservation status:

o JUCN Status: Endangered

o Wildlife Protection Act,1972: Schedule |

o CITES: Appendix I
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