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Q. Do you think that "politics" and "ethics" are incompatible? Provide reasoning supported by examples.
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Approach

Start the answer with a discussion that sets a context for the question.
Analyze the pragmatic view on ethics and politics.
Discuss the integral relationship between ethics and politics.
Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The relationship between ethics and politics has been a subject of debate and exploration throughout
history, with various perspectives shaping our understanding of this complex interplay.

Body

Niccolò Machiavelli, a Renaissance political philosopher, is renowned for his pragmatic and views on
ethics and politics. In his work, "The Prince," Machiavelli presents a pragmatic approach to governance
that prioritizes political expediency and the maintenance of power over moral considerations.

Machiavelli's perspective on the relationship between ethics and politics:

Separation of Ethics and Politics: Machiavelli famously argued that politics should be divorced
from traditional ethical norms and religious principles. He believed that rulers must prioritize the
preservation of their authority and the stability of the state, even if it meant resorting to morally
questionable tactics.
Moral Relativism: Machiavelli's writings reflect a form of moral relativism, wherein ethical
judgments are contingent upon the context of political realities. He famously stated, "The ends
justify the means," suggesting that the morality of an action should be evaluated based on its
consequences rather than its intrinsic ethical value.
Pragmatism and Realpolitik: Machiavelli advocated for a pragmatic approach to politics,
focusing on what works rather than what is morally right. He emphasized the importance of
realism, asserting that political leaders must be shrewd and adaptable to navigate the
complexities of power dynamics and achieve their objectives.
The Virtuous Prince: While Machiavelli is often associated with amoralism, he also recognized
the importance of certain virtues in political leadership. He believed that rulers should strive to
embody qualities such as courage, decisiveness, and cunning in order to effectively govern and
maintain control.

In contrast, Mahatma Gandhi firmly believed in the inseparable connection between ethics and politics.
His approach to politics was deeply rooted in ethical principles, and he emphasized the importance of
moral values in all aspects of governance and public life.



Gandhi's perspective on ethics and politics:

Integral Relationship: Gandhi viewed ethics and politics as inherently interconnected. He
believed that politics devoid of ethical considerations could lead to corruption, injustice, and
exploitation.
Satyagraha: Central to Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolent resistance, or Satyagraha, was the
principle of truth and nonviolence. He believed that political struggles should be conducted with
unwavering adherence to truth and nonviolent means, even in the face of oppression and injustice.
Servant Leadership: Gandhi's approach to politics was characterized by servant leadership,
wherein leaders prioritize the welfare of the people they serve over personal interests or power. He
believed that political leaders should be humble, selfless, and committed to serving the needs of
the most marginalized members of society.
Ethical Governance: Gandhi advocated for decentralized and participatory forms of governance
that prioritize moral values such as truth, justice, and compassion. He envisioned a political system
where decision-making is guided by ethical considerations and where people have a voice in
shaping their destinies.
Personal Integrity: Gandhi emphasized the importance of personal integrity and moral purity in
political leadership. He believed that leaders should lead by example and embody the values they
espouse. For Gandhi, integrity meant living in harmony with one's conscience and upholding
ethical principles even in the face of adversity.

Conclusion

Thus, ethical considerations play a crucial role in guiding political action and shaping governance.
However, striving for ethical governance requires ongoing reflection, dialogue, and engagement with
moral principles to ensure that political processes and outcomes align with values of justice, fairness, and
the common good.
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