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Nov 2024

Why in News?

Recently, The Supreme Court ruled on the minority status of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU). The case
stemmed from petitions seeking to restore AMU's minority status, which was struck down by the Allahabad
High Court in 2006.

Key Points

The Court overruled the 1967 Constitution Bench decision, which had stated that AMU could
not be considered a minority institution as it was established by a statute and was a central
university.
Key Observations:

The court held that an institution created by a minority community qualifies as a minority
educational institution, regardless of how it is legally constituted.
The purpose of such institutions is to preserve the community's cultural fabric.
Minority status does not depend on the institution being solely for the community, but
predominantly benefiting it.
The Court found that the loss of administrative control by the community does not strip the
institution of its minority character.

Article 30(1) Significance:
Article 30(1) grants minorities the right to establish and manage educational
institutions to preserve their educational and cultural values.

The right to administer does not require community members to manage the
institution but ensures its autonomy to maintain community-specific educational
goals.

The AMU Case:
AMU, established in 1875, was granted minority status by Parliament through the AMU
(Amendment) Act, 1981 but this provision was invalidated by the Allahabad High
Court in 2006.

Government's Argument:
The Centre argued that AMU, as an institution of national importance, cannot be
considered a minority institution due to its national character.
The government contended that AMU is not limited to any particular religion or
community.

University's Stand:
AMU maintained that it was originally established by the Muslim community to
provide education and empowerment to its members
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Why in News?

Recently, The Uttar Pradesh government has framed new rules for appointing the state’s Director
General of Police (DGP).

Key Points

Uttar Pradesh's New Rules on DGP Appointment are:
The UP Cabinet approved the Director General of Police, Uttar Pradesh Selection and
Appointment Rules, 2024.
DGPs will be selected by a committee considering the officer's service record,
experience, and remaining tenure.
Only officers with at least six months of service left before retirement are eligible
for the post.
Appointed DGPs will serve a minimum of two years.
The selection committee includes a retired High Court judge, UP Chief Secretary, Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) representative, and others.

Existing Practice:
The state government must send a list of eligible senior officers to the UPSC three
months before the incumbent DGP's retirement.
The UPSC reviews the list and sends a shortlist of three candidates to the state for the
final appointment.
Only officers with a minimum remaining tenure (before retirement) of six months
from the date of creation of the vacancy would be eligible for the appointment as DGP.
Once appointed, the DGP would have a minimum tenure of two years.

Reason for New Rules:
The rules were introduced in response to a contempt notice from the SC following
multiple petitions challenging the appointment of temporary DGPs.
The petitions argue that temporary appointments violate SC directives meant to insulate
the police from political influence.
Although 17 states have enacted their own Police Acts, UP had not done so until now.
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Why in News?

The third day of the Chhath festival, known as the sanjhka arag or the evening offering, was observed
on 7th November. Chhath has been celebrated for centuries in Bihar, eastern Uttar Pradesh, and
Nepal.

Key Points

About Chhath:
Chhath Puja is a four-day festival dedicated to the worship of the Sun.
It involves strict fasting without water and making offerings to Usha (the rising Sun)
and Pratyusha (the setting Sun), while standing in a water body.
The festival starts on the sixth day of Kartik Shukla Paksha, the waxing-moon fortnight
of the month of Kartik.

Origins and Beliefs:
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It is believed to be an ancient tradition rooted in nature worship.
In the Ramayana, Lord Ram and Goddess Sita fasted and performed a yagna for the
Sun after returning victorious to Ayodhya.
In the Mahabharata, Draupadi observed a fast and prayed to the Sun, while Karna
held a ceremony in honor of Surya.

Chhath Rituals:
First Day (Naha Kha): Devotees take a ceremonial bath in a river or pond before having
their first meal.
Second Day (Kharna): Fasters eat only one meal. The preparation of thekuas begins,
and a 36-hour fast begins after the meal.
Third Day (Sanjhka Arghya): Devotees go to the riverbanks to offer fruits and light diyas
while performing the Sanjhka Arghya (evening offering) to the setting Sun. Offerings
include seasonal fruits like sweet potato, water chestnuts, pomelo, and bananas.
Fourth Day (Bhor ka Arghya): The same ritual is repeated at dawn for the rising Sun.
After the offering, devotees return home, marking the conclusion of the festival.

Underlying Message of Chhath:
The festival conveys the message that all people are equal in the eyes of God and
that nature is sacred and should be honored.
It highlights the cyclical nature of life, where both dusk and dawn are important. The 
setting Sun represents the promise of a new rise.
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