Secularism

l l To nurture secularism, expand religious freedom rather strictly practicing
state neutrality

Ensure value-education

Need to identify a common framework, shared set of values which allows the 7. Way Forward

diverse groups to live together|

Conducive d political

implement the social reforms.

Divisive ideological propaganda

Competitive politicisation of religious groups

ing of Religi

[ lism and religious

Manifestations of communalism is communal riots

Rise of Hindu Nationalism: Mob lynching on issues of slaughtering cows and consuming 8- Threats to Secularism
b

ef, Campaigns against ‘love jihad’, Reconversion or ghar-wapsi

Islamic fundamentalism or revivalism: Incidences of Muslim youth being inspired and
radicalized by groups like ISIS

In western model, the “State” and the “religion” have separate spheres|
Requires complete separation of religion and state.

In India, neither in law nor in practice any 'wall of separation’ exist
Both state and religion can interact and intervene in each other's affairs|

In western model, the state cannot give any financial support to educational
institutions run by religious communities

Indian model has chosen a positive mode of engagement where religious ~
minorities may receive assistance from state 5. Indian vs. Western Model

of Secularism
In western model, State does not intervene in the affairs of religion till the time

religion is working within the limits of the law/

In Indian secularism, state can interfere in religion to remove social evils such as
sati or widow-burning, dowry, triple talaaq_etc.

In western model, religion is relegated entirely to the private sphere
Prohibits any public policy to be drafted on the basis of religion

In India, state has the policy of setting up Departments of Religious Endowments and
also involved in appointing Trustees of these boards

Constitutionally, India is a secular country which has no State religion
Term ‘Secular’ was added to preamble by 42nd AA of 1976
Article 14, grants equality before the law and equal protection of the laws to al
Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion
Article 16 (1), no discrimination on the basis of religion in public employment |
rticle 25 - Freedom of Conscience’ and the righ to freely profess, practise and propagate - % Secularism and the Indian
Constitution
Article 26 - ight to estabiish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes— |

Article 27, the state shall not compel any citizen to pay any taxes for the promotion or
‘maintenance of any particular religion or religious institution,

Article 28 allows religious institutions to impart religious instruction

Article 29 and Article 30 provides cultural and educational rights to the minorities|

le 51A obliges all the

ens to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood

Secular - separate from religion or having no religious basis

Rational and scientific thinking

Purely personal matter|

1. About|

Dissociation of the state from religion

Separation of religion from socio-political and economic aspects of life

drishti

Full freedom and tolerance of all religions

Equal opportunities for followers of all religions

No discrimination and partiality on grounds of religion

)
2. Secularism in the|
History of India |

3. Philosophy of Indian
Secularism

Vedas and the Upanishads highlight the religious plurality
Emperor Ashoka - the state would not prosecute any religious sect, 12th Rock Edict - toleration of all religion sects

Sufi and Bhakti movements bond the people of various communities - Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti, Baba
Farid, Kabir, Guru Nanak Dev etc.

“Din-i-llahi’ had elements of both Hindu and Muslim faith
Medieval India - Akbar forbade forcible conversions and abolished Jizya ~ Concept of ‘sulh-i-kul’ or peace and harmony among religions.
“Ibadat Khana' or the Hall of Worship

Dara Shikoh studied

du philosophy and attempted to find common grounds

British partitioned Bengal in 1905.

Indian Councils Act of 1909 provided Separate electorates.
Modern India - British pursued policy of divide and rulel - Government of India Act, 1919 extended this provision to other communities
Ramsay MacDonald Communal Award of 1932 which became the basis for
representation under the Government of India Act, 1935

Liberal leaders pursued secular approach to politics

Secularism was strengthened during Indian, ~ Historic Nehru Committee of 1928 had many provision on secularism
freedom movement ' Gandhiji’s secularism - brotherhood, respect and pursuit of truth

Nehru's secularism - commitment to scientific humanism

Western societies - ‘Dharma nirapekshata’ (the indifference of state to religion)
indian secularism - “Sarva Dharma Sambhava” (equal respect to allreligions)

Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi - ‘Positive secularism’

India does not have an official state religion
Different personal laws varies with an individual's religion

Not an end in itself but a means to address religious plurality,
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