Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the significance of Civil Disobedience in India's freedom movement. (150 Words)
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Approach

= Write a brief introduction about the Civil Disobedience Movement.
= Mention the impact of the civil disobedience movement on the freedom struggle.
= Write a conclusion.

Introduction

The Civil Disobedience Movement, which unfolded in India from 1930-1934, holds immense significance in
the country's struggle for independence. Spearheaded by Mahatma Gandhi, this nonviolent resistance
campaign aimed to challenge British colonial rule and promote the principles of self-reliance, non-
cooperation, and nonviolent protest.

Body
Some of the main points of significance of the movement:

= Mass Mobilization and Unity:

o The movement succeeded in mobilizing diverse sections of Indian society, including
peasants, workers, students, women, and urban middle classes. This widespread
participation fostered a sense of unity and national consciousness.

Challenge to British Authority:

o Civil Disobedience deliberately violated oppressive British laws, such as the salt tax, forest
laws, liquor prohibition, and foreign cloth boycott. This act of defiance challenged the
legitimacy and authority of the British colonial rule.

Advocacy for Complete Independence:

o By exposing the exploitative nature of British policies, the movement ignited a demand for

complete independence or "Purna Swaraj" among the Indian populace.
Non-Violence as a Powerful Tool:

o The movement showcased the power and effectiveness of non-violence as a weapon of
mass struggle. Despite facing brutal repression and violence from British forces, Indians
maintained moral superiority and courage by adhering to non-violent principles.

Influence on Subsequent Events:

o The Civil Disobedience Movement significantly influenced the course of the freedom
movement and subsequent negotiations with the British government. It compelled the
British to acknowledge the Indian nationalist movement as a serious and legitimate force.

Path to Independence:

o The movement played a crucial role in shaping the trajectory of India's struggle for
freedom, paving the way for significant events such as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, the Second
Round Table Conference, and ultimately contributing to India achieving independence in
1947.



Conclusion

The Civil Disobedience Movement, left an indelible mark on India's struggle for independence. Through
mass mobilization, non-violent resistance, and a demand for complete autonomy, it not only challenged
British authority but also set the stage for crucial negotiations, ultimately paving the way for India's
freedom in 1947.
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