Mains Practice Question

Q. Analyze the impact of the Bengal School of Art on the development of modern Indian painting.
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Approach:

= Introduce the answer by highlighting the emergence of Bengal School of Arts
= Give the impact of the Bengal School of Art on the development of modern Indian painting
= Conclude suitably

Introduction:

The Bengal School of Art emerged in the early 20th century as a response to the dominance of
Western artistic styles imposed during British colonial rule. Spearheaded by figures like
Abanindranath Tagore, it aimed to revive indigenous artistic traditions and establish a distinct Indian
identity in modern art.

Body
Key Impacts of the Bengal School of Art on the Development of Modern Indian Painting:

= Revival of Indian Artistic Traditions: The Bengal School revitalized interest in traditional Indian
art forms, particularly Mughal and Rajput miniature paintings.
o |t emphasized the use of indigenous techniques, materials, and themes.
o Example: Abanindranath Tagore's famous painting "Bharat Mata" (1905)
incorporated elements of Ajanta cave paintings and Mughal miniatures.
= Development of a Distinct Indian Style: The school created a unique fusion of Eastern and
Western artistic elements, establishing a new Indian artistic identity.
o |t promoted the use of wash technique in watercolors, moving away from European
oil painting traditions.
o Example: Nandalal Bose's paintings, such as "Sati" (1907), exemplified this fusion of
styles.
= Nationalistic Themes and Imagery: The Bengal School artists often depicted themes
from Indian mythology, history, and everyday life, fostering a sense of national pride.
o This approach contributed to the broader Indian independence movement.
= Influence on Art Education: The establishment of Kala Bhavana at Santiniketan by
Rabindranath Tagore in 1919 institutionalized the Bengal School's approach to art education.
o This model influenced art curricula across India, emphasizing the importance of Indian
artistic traditions.
o Example: The Government School of Art in Calcutta (now Kolkata) adopted many of
the Bengal School's principles under the leadership of E.B. Havell.
= Pan-Asian Artistic Exchange: The Bengal School fostered artistic exchanges with other Asian
countries, particularly Japan, promoting a sense of Asian cultural unity.
o This led to the incorporation of East Asian artistic techniques in Indian painting.
o Example: Arai Kampo, a Japanese artist, influenced artists like Nandalal Bose.
= Critique of Western Academic Realism: The school challenged the dominance of Western



academic realism in Indian art institutions.

o It promoted a more stylized, symbolic approach to representation.

o Example: Abanindranath Tagore's "The Passing of Shah Jahan" (1902) rejected

photographic realism in favor of a more emotive, stylized depiction.
= Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Crafts: The Bengal School's emphasis on

indigenous art forms extended to traditional crafts, helping to preserve and promote these
practices.

o Example: Nandalal Bose's efforts to revive traditional alpona designs in Bengal.

¢ Indra Dugar's works depict rural Bengali scenes and Indian mythology. Some
of his most notable works are "The Ferry" and "Village Scene."”

Conclusion:

The Bengal School of Art had a profound and lasting impact on the development of modern Indian
painting. It successfully challenged Western artistic dominance, revived interest in indigenous art
forms, and created a uniquely Indian artistic identity. While its direct stylistic influence may have
waned, its broader principles of engaging with tradition while embracing modernity continue to shape
Indian art.
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