Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the role of classical Indian music in preserving cultural heritage and fostering national unity.
Provide examples of its influence on society. (250 Words)
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Approach

= Begin the answer by introducing classical Indian music.

= Discuss the role of classical Indian music in preserving cultural heritage and national unity.
= |llustrate examples of its influence on society.

= Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction

Classical Indian music is a complex and ancient form of music that has its roots in the Vedas, the oldest
scriptures of Hinduism, dating back to around 1500 BCE. It is divided into two main traditions: Hindustani
music, which is prevalent in-North India, and Carnatic music, which is popular in South India.

Body
Preserving Cultural Heritage:

= Historical Roots: Classical Indian music traces its origins to ancient scriptures such as the
Samaveda, showcasing its deep historical roots and connection to Indian traditions.

= Transmission of Knowledge: The Guru-Shishya parampara (teacher-disciple tradition) in
classical music ensures the transmission of knowledge and skills from one generation to another,
preserving the art form's authenticity.

= Maintaining Tradition: Classical music follows a strict set of rules and traditions, such as the
Raga system, which have been passed down through generations, ensuring the preservation of
India's musical heritage.

o For instance, the bhakti and sufi saints of medieval India expressed their devotion to the
divine through devotional songs (bhajans) and gawwalis, transcending religious divides and
promoting communal harmony.

o Similarly, modern-day musicians like A.R. Rahman and Zakir Hussain blend classical
elements with contemporary genres, reaching wider audiences and bridging generational

gaps.
Fostering National Unity:

= Cultural Integration: Classical music serves as a common cultural thread that unites people from
diverse backgrounds. It transcends regional, linguistic, and religious barriers, fostering a sense of
national unity.

o National Anthem: The Indian National Anthem, "Jana Gana Mana," composed by
Rabindranath Tagore, is based on classical ragas, reflecting the influence of classical music
on national symbols.

= Inclusive Nature: Classical music accommodates various regional styles and instruments,



reflecting India's cultural diversity. This inclusivity promotes harmony and understanding among
different communities.

o Classical music concerts and festivals, such as the Sawai Gandharva Bhimsen
Mahotsav and the Chennai Music Season, bring together artists and audiences from
diverse backgrounds, promoting cultural exchange and understanding.

= Celebration of Diversity: While promoting unity, classical music also celebrates India's cultural
diversity. Different styles, such as Hindustani and Carnatic, showcase the rich tapestry of Indian
music, highlighting the beauty of its varied traditions.

Influence on Society:

= Spiritual and Emotional Enrichment: Classical music is known for its ability to evoke deep
emotions and spiritual experiences. It enriches the lives of individuals, fostering a sense of peace
and tranquility.

= Social Cohesion: Classical music often forms an integral part of social and religious gatherings,
bringing communities together and strengthening social bonds.

o Cultural Festivals: Classical music forms an essential part of cultural festivals such as
Navratri, Diwali, and Durga Puja, demonstrating its integral role.in Indian cultural
celebrations.

= Educational Value: Apart from its artistic value, classical music has educational benefits. Studies
have shown that learning music enhances cognitive skills, memory, and concentration.

Conclusion
Classical Indian music serves as a beacon of India's cultural heritage, fostering national unity, and

enriching society. Its influence transcends boundaries, making it a powerful medium for cultural
expression and social cohesion.
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