Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the role of the Carnatic Wars in shaping the political landscape of 18th century India, with
specific reference to the British East India Company. (150 Words)
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Approach

= Start your answer with explaining Carnatic wars

= |n the body section, briefly describe the three Carnatic wars and how they shaped the politics of
that time

= Conclude accordingly

Introduction

The Carnatic Wars, which took place in the 18th century in South India, had a significant impact on the
political landscape of the region. These wars were a series of military conflicts fought primarily between
the British East India Company, the French East India Company, and various local powers, including the
Nawab of Arcot and the Marathas.

Body

= First Carnatic War (1746-1748):
o |t was an extension of the Anglo-French War in Europe caused by the Austrian War of
Succession.
o Fought between the French East India Company and the British East India Company
o |t ended with the signing of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.
= Second Carnatic War (1749-1754):
o Fought between different claimants to the posts of the Nizam of Hyderabad, and the Nawab
of the Carnatic; each claimant being supported either by the British or the French.
o The war concluded with the Treaty of Pondicherry, which limited French territorial
ambitions.
= Third Carnatic War (1757-1763):
o 'Fought between French and British in the leadership of Count de Lally and Sir Eyre Coote
respectively.
o The British emerges victorious and resulted in French withdrawal from India and British
domination.
o The Treaty of Paris in 1763 formally ended the war.

How Carnatic wars shaped the political landscape of 18th century India?

= The British East India Company emerged as the dominant European power in India after the wars,
gaining control over key territories and trade routes.
o Third Carnatic war weakened the French East India Company, leading to a decline in their
influence and eventual withdrawal from certain territories.
= The Indian kingdoms, such as the Carnatic, Mysore, and Hyderabad, became entangled in the
European power struggle. Their resources were drained, armies were depleted, and political



stability was undermined.
= The British victories in the Carnatic Wars paved the way for their domination of India. The lessons,

territories, and alliances gained led to further expansion and eventual British control over much of

the subcontinent.
= The Maratha Empire played a crucial role in the Carnatic Wars. The wars helped them expand their

own influence beyond their traditional territories.

Conclusion:

= The Carnatic Wars reshaped the political landscape, with the British emerging as the dominant
European power and setting the stage for future colonial rule. The French suffered setbacks and
Indian powers weakened, establishing a precedent for European rivalries in India and laying the
groundwork for transformation under British colonial rule.
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