Mains Practice Question

Case Study

In a rural region near the Ganga river basin, the local economy has increasingly become dependent on
sand mining for construction purposes. The local government has issued permits for sand mining in limited
areas under strict regulations. However, illegal sand mining is rampant in the region, with powerful
contractors exploiting local resources and creating environmental degradation. Many contractors extract
sand in excess of permitted limits and from non-designated areas, severely affecting the river's flow, local
biodiversity, and nearby agricultural lands.

During your inspection visit as a district official, you observe large-scale illegal sand mining activities
despite the presence of regulatory bodies. Upon questioning, the workers claim they are employed by a
registered contractor operating within the limits. However, you notice heavy machinery being used in
restricted areas. Villagers complain that illegal mining is damaging their fields, causing erosion, and
affecting water availability. Moreover, you learn that the local administration is allegedly turning a blind
eye to the issue due to the involvement of influential political figures.

1. What are the stakeholders involved in this situation?
2. Bring out and discuss the ethical issues involved in the above case.
3. What steps would you take to address the situation as a district official?
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Introduction

In a rural region near the Ganga river basin, the local economy has become heavily reliant on sand
mining for construction. While the local government has issued permits for sand extraction under strict
regulations, illegal mining remains widespread, causing significant environmental damage.

= Contractors are extracting sand beyond permitted limits, affecting the river's flow,
biodiversity, and nearby agricultural lands.

= During an inspection, the district official discovers large-scale illegal mining involving the use of
heavy machinery in restricted areas.

= Villagers report that their lands are being eroded, water availability is affected, and the local
administration is allegedly ignoring the issue due to political influence.

Body

= \WWhat are the stakeholders involved in this situation?

Stakeholders Role/Interest in the Situation

Local Government Issuing sand mining permits and ensuring
regulatory compliance.




Contractors Engaged in both legal and illegal sand mining for
profit, often exceeding permitted limits.
Workers Employed in sand mining, claim to work for

registered contractors, but may be involved in
illegal activities.

Villagers/Farmers

Suffer from environmental damage, erosion, and
reduced water availability due to illegal mining.

District Official

Responsible for overseeing and regulating sand
mining activities, ensuring law enforcement.

Local Administration

Allegedly complicit in illegal activities by turning a
blind eye, possibly due to political pressure.

Environmental Activists

Concerned about the ecological impact of illegal
sand mining on the river's flow and biodiversity.

Influential Political Figures

May be supporting illegal activities for personal or
political gain.

Judicial Bodies

Responsible for upholding environmental and legal
protections, if the case reaches a legal platform.

Local Communities

Indirectly affected by the environmental and social
impacts of sand mining activities.

= Bring out and discuss the ethical issues involved in the above case.
= Environmental Ethics: The primary ethical concern here is the environmental degradation

caused by illegal sand mining.

o This practice is damaging the Ganga river basin's ecosystem, affecting biodiversity,
altering river flow, and causing erosion.
o There's an ethical imperative to protect natural resources and maintain ecological balance,
which is being violated for short-term economic gains.
= Sustainable Development: While sand mining provides economic opportunities, the current

practices are unsustainable.

o The ethical challenge lies in balancing economic needs with long-term environmental

sustainability.

o The local economy's dependence on this destructive practice raises questions about
responsible resource management and the need for sustainable economic alternatives.
= Rule of Law and Corruption: The blatant violation of mining regulations and the alleged
involvement of influential political figures point to corruption and a breakdown of the rule of

law.

o This raises ethical questions about the integrity of public institutions and the
responsibility of officials to uphold the law regardless of political pressures.
= Social Justice and Equity: The case highlights issues of social justice, as the negative impacts
of illegal mining disproportionately affect local villagers, particularly farmers.
o Their livelihoods and access to water are being compromised, raising ethical concerns
about equitable distribution of resources and the protection of vulnerable communities.
= Professional Ethics and Duty: This involves balancing professional responsibilities with potential
personal risks, especially given the involvement of powerful figures.
= Transparency and Accountability: The local administration's alleged complicity in ignoring
illegal activities violates principles of good governance.
= Economic Ethics: The contractors engaging in illegal mining are prioritizing profit over legal and

ethical considerations.

o This raises questions about corporate social responsibility and the ethics of business




practices that exploit natural resources and local communities.
= Labor Ethics: The use of workers in illegal mining operations raises concerns about labor rights,
safety standards, and potential exploitation.
o There's an ethical responsibility to ensure fair and safe working conditions.
= What steps would you take to address the situation as a district official?
= Document the Evidence: First, | would thoroughly document all observed violations, including
photographic evidence, GPS coordinates, and detailed notes on the illegal activities,
environmental damage, and community impacts.
o This documentation will be crucial for any future legal or administrative actions.
= Temporary Halt on Alleged lllegal Operations: | would order a temporary cessation of
alleged illegal mining activities in the area, citing the need for a comprehensive investigation
into potential violations.
o This would involve coordinating with local law enforcement to secure the sites and prevent
further illegal extraction.
= Initiate a Formal Investigation: | would initiate a formal, impartial investigation into the illegal
mining activities, involving a team of experts from relevant departments (e.g., geology,
environmental science, law enforcement). This investigation would aim to:
o Determine the full extent of illegal mining
o Assess environmental and social impacts
o |dentify all involved parties, including contractors and any complicit officials
o Evaluate regulatory failures that allowed these activities to persist
= Addressing lllegal Activities: Issue formal warnings to all operators found to be in violation of
regulations.
o Provide a 30-day grace period for these operators to bring their activities into
compliance.
o After this period, strict enforcement actions will be taken against non-compliant
operators, including fines and permit revocations.
= Addressing Political Involvement: Without making direct accusations, | will formally report the
full findings of our investigation to state-level authorities.
o Request an independent audit of the local administration's handling of mining
regulations.
= Economic Transition: While maintaining regulated sand mining in the short tomedium term, |
will simultaneously initiate programs for economic diversification and sustainable
development.
= Environmental Restoration: Launch immediate efforts to restore damaged areas, funded in
part by a new levy on sand mining operations.
= Transparency and Accountability: Establish a public dashboard providing real-time information
on mining activities, permit status, and environmental indicators.

Conclusion

The proposed approach to address illegal sand mining in the Ganga River Basin aims to achieve a balance
between economic development, environmental protection, and good governance. By
implementing a phased approach, we can minimize economic disruption while gradually transitioning
towards more sustainable practices. This approach recognizes the current economic realities of the region
while setting a clear path for a more equitable and sustainable future.
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