Mercury’s South Pole
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Recently, The joint European-Japanese BepiColombo mission successfully conducted its fourth
Mercury flyby, advancing the spacecraft closer to orbit around the innermost planet in tJne soIar system.

= This marks a significant milestone for BepiColombo, as it prowded the flrst -ever gllmpse of
Mercury's elusive South Pole.
= This will help prepare the spacecraft for its upcoming MISSIOI\ to orbit Mercury, WhICh has
been delayed to November 2026. . ’
= Bep|CoIombo Mission:
o |tis a joint European Space Agency (ESA) and Iapan Aerospace Exploration Agg cy
(JAXA) mission to Mercury, Iaunched in October 2018.
o It is an ambitious and complex m|55|on deslgned to study Mercury's surface,
composition, magnetic fleld and its interaction with the solar envrronment
= Mercury:
o |t is the nearest to the Sun apd also the smallest planet in our solar system..
o Although Mercury is cIosest to the Sun, it is not the hottest planet. That d|stmct|on goes
to Venus, “due to its thick atmosphere Ll
o It has no satellite of its own. =
It takes 88 Earth days to complefe a rotatlon
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https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/earth-receives-the-first-ever-picture-of-mercurys-south-pole-from-bepicolombo-2594144-2024-09-05
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Read more: Mission to Mercury
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