Social Media is Inherently a Selfish Medium

I Think There Should be Regulations on Social Media to the Degree that It Negatively Affects
the Public Good.

—Elon Musk

Social media has become an ubiquitous aspect of modern life, reshaping the way individuals
communicate, consume information, and present themselves to the world. Platforms like Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok have transformed personal interactions and societal dynamics, often
emphasising self-expression, personal branding, and individual narratives. While social media offers
numerous benefits, such as connectivity, information dissemination, and community building, it
also fosters a culture of self-promotion and narcissism.

Social media platforms provide users with tools to carefully curate and control their online personas. This
self-presentation, often referred to as impression management, allows individuals to highlight their
achievements, physical appearance, and social status. The desire to project a favourable image can
lead to behaviours that prioritise personal gain over genuine interaction. For example, users may post
selectively edited photos, share accomplishments, and engage in performative activism to enhance their
reputation.

The architecture of social media platforms, with features such as likes, comments, and shares,
reinforces a feedback loop of validation and approval seeking. The pursuit of these digital affirmations can
become addictive, driving users to prioritise content that garners attention over meaningful engagement.
This need for validation can foster a self-centred mindset, where the primary goal is to receive
recognition rather than contribute to authentic conversations or relationships.

Studies have shown a correlation between social media use and increased levels of narcissism and self-
esteem issues. Narcissistic individuals are drawn to social media as it offers a stage for self-
admiration and public acknowledgment. Conversely, those with low self-esteem may use social media
to seek external validation, often resulting in a cycle of comparison and envy. This dynamic emphasises
individualism and self-focus, further entrenching social media as a medium that caters to selfish
tendencies.

Modern Western societies, particularly those influenced by neoliberal ideologies, celebrate
individualism and personal success. Social media amplifies this cultural trend by providing platforms
where personal achievements and lifestyles are broadcasted to a wide audience. This focus on
individualism can detract from collective values and community-oriented thinking, promoting a
selfish mindset where personal branding and self-interest take precedence.

Social media fosters an environment of constant social comparison. Users are frequently exposed to
idealised representations of others' lives, leading to feelings of inadequacy and envy. This competitive
atmosphere can drive individuals to engage in one-upmanship, where the emphasis is on outdoing others
rather than fostering genuine connections. The result is a culture that values personal success and
recognition over communal well-being.

The rise of influencer culture on social media exemplifies the commodification of the self. Influencers
build personal brands and monetize their online presence, often blurring the lines between personal



expression and commercial interests. This trend highlights the inherently selfish nature of social
media, where the self becomes a product to be marketed and consumed. The pursuit of followers,
sponsorships, and monetisation opportunities can overshadow authentic self-expression and
community engagement.

Social media platforms operate within an attention economy, where user engagement is monetised
through advertising revenue. The business models of these platforms incentivise behaviours that
maximise user attention and time spent online. This often involves algorithms that prioritise sensational,
emotionally charged, or controversial content, encouraging users to engage in self-promotional and
attention-seeking behaviours. The economic incentives of social media companies thus align with and
reinforce the selfish tendencies of users.

The collection and monetisation of user data is the core aspect of social media business models,
often described as surveillance capitalism. Users' online activities, preferences, and behaviours
are tracked and analysed to deliver targeted advertisements and personalised content. This practice
prioritises profit over user privacy and well-being, reflecting a broader trend of self-interest within the
industry. The exploitation of personal data for commercial gain underscores the selfish motivations driving
social media platforms.

Social media heavily influences consumer behaviour and lifestyle choices, often promoting materialism
and conspicuous consumption. Influencers and targeted advertisements shape users' desires and
aspirations, encouraging them to purchase products and services that align with their curated online
personas. This consumerist culture fosters a focus on personal gratification and status symbols, reinforcing
the selfish nature of social media interactions.

The emphasis on self-presentation and validation seeking can erode the quality of relationships on social
media. Authentic connections require vulnerability, empathy, and reciprocity, which are often
compromised by the performative nature of social media interactions. Users may prioritise maintaining an
idealised image over genuine communication, leading to superficial relationships and decreased emotional
intimacy.

The pursuit of validation and constant social comparison on social media can have detrimental effects on
mental health. Studies have linked excessive social media use to increased levels of anxiety,
depression, and loneliness. The pressure to conform to idealised standards and the fear of missing
out (FOMO) contribute to these negative outcomes, highlighting the psychological costs of a selfish social
media culture.

Social media algorithms that prioritise engagement often amplify divisive and polarising content, creating
echo chambers where users are exposed to information that reinforces their existing beliefs. This can lead
to a fragmented and polarised society, where constructive dialogue and mutual understanding are
undermined by self-serving behaviours and confirmation bias. The selfish tendencies of users, combined
with the profit-driven motives of platforms, exacerbate societal divisions and hinder collective problem-
solving.

Educating users about the psychological and sociological dynamics of social media can help mitigate its
selfish tendencies. Digital literacy programs that emphasise critical thinking, media literacy, and
ethical online behaviour can empower individuals to use social media more mindfully and
responsibly. By fostering awareness of the impact of social media on self-perception and
relationships, users can make more informed choices about their online activities.

Social media companies have a role to play in addressing the selfishness inherent in their platforms.
Designing ethical social media platforms that prioritise user well-being, privacy, and genuine connections
can help counteract the negative effects of selfish behaviours. This could involve implementing features
that promote positive interactions, limit addictive usage patterns, and protect user data from exploitation.

Initiatives that promote community engagement and collective action can help shift the focus from
individualism to communal values on social media. Campaigns that encourage users to support social
causes, participate in community projects, and engage in meaningful conversations can foster a sense of
solidarity and shared purpose. By leveraging the connectivity of social media for collective good, users



can counterbalance its inherent selfish tendencies.

Selfie With Daughter campaign, initiated by the Indian government, encouraged people to share
selfies with their daughters on social media. It aimed to promote gender equality and raise awareness
about the importance of daughters in society.

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India) campaign utilised social media to mobilise millions of Indians
to participate in cleanliness drives. People shared their efforts and progress on platforms like Twitter and
Facebook, creating a collective movement towards a cleaner India.

Digital India initiative aimed to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge
economy. Social media played a crucial role in spreading awareness and encouraging participation in
various digital literacy programs, e-governance initiatives, and online services.

Social media is a complex and multifaceted medium that reflects and amplifies the values and behaviours
of its users. While it offers numerous benefits, it also fosters a culture of self-promotion, validation
seeking, and individualism. The psychological, sociological, and economic factors that contribute to the
selfish nature of social media highlight the need for a more mindful and ethical approach to its use. By
promoting digital literacy, designing user-centric platforms, and encouraging community-oriented
initiatives, society can harness the positive potential of social media while mitigating its inherent
selfishness. In doing so, social media can evolve into a tool that not only connects individuals but also
strengthens the social fabric and promotes collective well-being.

Social Media is Reducing Social Barriers. It Connects People on the Strength of Human Values,
not Identities.

—Narendra Modi
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