
  
  

Need Brings Greed, If Greed Increases It Spoils Breed
There is a Sufficiency in the World for Man’s Need but not for Man’s Greed

—Mahatma Gandhi

Human history is deeply intertwined with the concepts of need and greed. From the earliest days of
survival to the complex societal structures of today, these two forces have shaped civilizations,
economies, and interpersonal relationships. Need is a fundamental aspect of life, driving individuals
and communities to seek what is essential for survival and well-being. However, when need escalates into
greed, the consequences can be detrimental, not only to individuals but also to the broader social fabric.

Need, in its most basic form, refers to the essential requirements for survival such as food, water,
shelter, and security. As human societies evolved, the concept of need expanded to include emotional,
social, and psychological aspects such as love, belonging, esteem, and self-actualization. These
needs drive human behaviour, motivating individuals to take actions that ensure their survival and
well-being.

At the societal level, needs have driven the development of economies, technologies, and social
structures. The need for food led to the development of agriculture; the need for security led to the
formation of communities and eventually nations; the need for social interaction and cooperation led to
the establishment of social norms and institutions. In this sense, need is a powerful force for progress and
innovation.

However, need also has a darker side. When basic needs are not met, individuals and groups may resort
to desperate measures, leading to conflict, crime, and social unrest. This desperation can serve as a
breeding ground for greed, as individuals and groups seek to acquire more resources than necessary to
ensure their survival and security.

Greed is an excessive desire for more than what is needed or deserved, particularly regarding material
wealth, power, or status. It is driven by a variety of factors, including fear, insecurity, and the desire for
social recognition or superiority. The transition from need to greed often occurs when the pursuit of
legitimate needs becomes distorted by these factors, leading to a relentless pursuit of excess.

Historically, the transition from need to greed can be observed in the behaviour of empires, corporations,
and individuals. Empires that began as small communities seeking security and prosperity often expanded
through conquest and colonisation, driven by the greed for more land, resources, and power. Similarly,
corporations that started with the goal of meeting societal needs often expanded into monopolies, driven
by the desire for greater market share and profit, often at the expense of ethical considerations and social
responsibility.

On an individual level, the transition from need to greed is often fueled by fear and insecurity. For
instance, a person who grew up in poverty may develop a deep-seated fear of scarcity, leading them to
hoard wealth or resources even when their basic needs are met. This fear-based greed can lead to
behaviours that harm others, such as exploitation, deceit, and corruption.

When greed is allowed to flourish unchecked, it can have devastating consequences for individuals,
societies, and the environment. One of the most immediate consequences of greed is the erosion of



social trust and cohesion. Greed drives individuals to prioritise their own interests over those of others,
leading to competition, conflict, and social fragmentation. In extreme cases, this can result in 
violence, war, and the breakdown of social order. The Bhopal Gas Tragedy in 1984 is a stark
example because of cost-cutting measures and negligence by Union Carbide Corporation, a gas leak
occurred, leading to thousands of deaths and long-term health issues for the local population. Recently,
the phenomenon of “greedflation” has been observed, where companies have been accused of inflating
prices to boost profits post-pandemic. This has led to increased economic inequality and financial strain on
the average consumer.

The environmental impact of greed is also profound. The insatiable desire for more resources has led
to the overexploitation of natural resources, deforestation, pollution, and climate change. This
not only threatens the survival of countless species but also undermines the very foundation of human
life on Earth. The pursuit of short-term gains often blinds individuals and corporations to the long-term
consequences of their actions, leading to environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity. The recent 
Wayanad landslide is a tragic example of the environmental impact of unchecked greed. Heavy rains
triggered landslides in multiple villages, including Punjirimattom, Mundakkai, Chooralmala,
Attamala, Meppadi, and Kunhome. This disaster resulted in significant loss of life and property. The
landslides were exacerbated by deforestation and unregulated construction activities.

Globalisation has further exacerbated these issues by creating a global marketplace where wealth and
resources are concentrated in the hands of a few multinational corporations. These corporations often
wield significant influence over governments and international institutions, shaping policies and
regulations to serve their interests. This concentration of power and wealth has led to a global economy
that prioritises profit over people and the planet, contributing to the erosion of social and environmental
well-being.

Moreover, the globalised economy has created a culture of consumerism, where the relentless pursuit
of material goods and wealth is seen as a measure of success and happiness. This culture not only fuels
greed but also contributes to a sense of disconnection from others and the natural world. As individuals
and societies become more focused on consumption and accumulation, they may lose sight of the values
of compassion, cooperation, and sustainability.

The concentration of wealth in the hands of a few individuals and corporations has had profound impacts
on the country, exacerbating social and economic disparities, manipulating political and economic
systems, and limiting opportunities for social mobility. In recent decades, India has experienced rapid
economic growth, particularly following economic liberalisation in the 1990s. While this growth has lifted
millions out of poverty, it has also led to significant wealth concentration. The richest 1% of India's
population now holds a substantial portion of the nation's wealth. According to Oxfam's "Time
to Care" report (2020), the top 1% of India's population held over 40% of the country's wealth, while
the bottom 50% owned just 2.8%. Concentration of wealth is evident in the rise of billionaire families and
conglomerates that dominate key sectors of the economy. These entities wield immense economic power,
allowing them to influence markets, shape industry standards, and impact public policy.

Psychologically, greed can have detrimental effects on individuals, leading to stress, anxiety, and a sense
of emptiness or dissatisfaction. The pursuit of material wealth or power often fails to bring lasting
happiness or fulfilment, leading to a vicious cycle of desire and dissatisfaction. This can result in mental
health issues such as depression, addiction, and a loss of meaning or purpose in life.

From an ethical standpoint, greed is often considered a vice or moral failing. Most religious and 
philosophical traditions condemn greed, viewing it as a destructive force that undermines human
dignity and social harmony. In Buddhism, greed (lobha) is one of the three poisons, along with hatred
(dosa) and delusion (moha). These poisons are considered the root causes of suffering and hinder the
path to enlightenment. Greed is seen as an attachment to material desires and cravings, which leads to
dissatisfaction and suffering. Greed is one of the seven deadly sins in Christian theology. It is seen as an
excessive desire for wealth or possessions, which can lead to other sins and immoral behaviour. The 
Bhagavad Gita, a sacred Hindu text, also condemns greed. Lord Krishna describes greed as a great
destroyer and the foundation of sin, leading individuals away from righteousness and spiritual
growth. In Islam, greed is considered a major sin. The Quran warns against excessive love for
wealth and possessions, emphasising the importance of charity and helping those in need. Greed



is seen as a barrier to spiritual development and social justice.

The dynamics of need and greed have profoundly influenced human history, shaping civilizations,
economies, and moral values. While the fulfilment of needs drives progress and innovation, unchecked
greed leads to social, environmental, and ethical degradation. The consequences of greed, including
inequality, environmental destruction, and the erosion of social cohesion, highlight the importance of
fostering a balanced approach to human desires. Emphasising ethical principles, compassion, and
sustainability is essential to creating a more just and harmonious world where the pursuit of needs does
not spiral into destructive greed.

He Who is not Contented with What He has, would not be Contented with What He would Like
to Have.

—Socrates
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