Mains Practice Question

Q. What are the objectives and challenges of India's 'Digital India' program? Discuss its impact on the
Indian economy. (250 words)
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Approach

Start your answer with a brief introduction of Digital India.
Mention the objectives of Digital India.

Explain the challenges of Digital India

Discuss its impact on Indian economy.

Conclude accordingly.

Introduction

Digital India is a Programme to prepare India for a knowledge future. The focus is on making technology
central to enabling change. It is an Umbrella Programme covering many departments.

Body
Objectives of Digital India program:

= To create digital infrastructure and provide digital access to all citizens.

= To enable digital empowerment of citizens by providing them with access to digital services and
resources.

To promote digital literacy and create a digitally skilled workforce.

To promote the use of technology in governance and improve efficiency and transparency.

To promote innovation and entrepreneurship in the digital space.

Challenges of Digital India program:

= Digital Divide:
o ‘Unequal distribution of digital infrastructure and services across the country.

= Cybersecurity:

o Ensuring security of digital infrastructure and data from cyber threats.
Digital Literacy:

o Limited digital literacy among a significant portion of the population.
Infrastructure:

o Inadequate infrastructure in some parts of the country to support the program's objectives.
Privacy Concerns:

o Ensuring the privacy and protection of citizens' data.

Impact of Digital India Program on the Indian economy:

= Increased Digital Penetration:
o The program has led to increased access to digital services, which has contributed to the



growth of the digital economy.
Job Creation:
o The program has created job opportunities in the digital space, especially in areas such as
e-commerce, digital marketing, and app development.
Ease of Doing Business:
o The program has led to the simplification of several government processes, making it
easier to do business in India.
Increased Efficiency and Transparency:
o The use of technology in governance has increased efficiency and transparency, reducing
corruption and improving service delivery.
Innovation and Entrepreneurship:
o The program has promoted innovation and entrepreneurship in the digital space, leading to
the emergence of new startups and businesses.

Conclusion:
The Digital India program has been a significant step towards achieving the vision of a digitally

empowered India. While there have been challenges, the program's impact on the economy and society
has been positive, and it is expected to continue to play a crucial role in India's growth story.
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