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Q. Discuss the concept of "natural law" and its place in ethical reasoning. Do you believe there are
universal moral laws inherent in nature? (150 words)
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Approach

Introduce by defining the concept of natural law
Delve into the Place of Natural Law in Ethical Reasoning
Give arguments in favor and against Universal Moral Laws
Conclude positively.

Introduction

Natural law is a philosophical and theological concept that posits the existence of universal moral
principles discoverable through human reason and inherent in the nature of humanity.

Developed by thinkers like Aristotle and later Christian theologians like Thomas Aquina, it
suggests these principles are objective and transcultural, existing independent of human
invention or societal norms.

Body

Place of Natural Law in Ethical Reasoning:

Foundation for Morality: Natural law provides a framework for ethical decision-making, offering
a more balanced pathway than cultural relativism.

It posits a core set of principles that should guide human behavior, such as protecting
life, promoting fairness, and pursuing the common good.

Justification for Positive Law: Natural law can serve as a foundation for legal systems,
providing a basis for laws that reflect universal moral principles.

Legal codes like human rights declarations often draw inspiration from natural law
concepts.

Arguments for Universal Moral Laws:

Human Nature: Proponents argue that humans share a common nature that dictates certain
moral truths.

These include a sense of self-preservation, empathy towards others, and a desire for
social order.

Reason and Logic: Natural law suggests applying reason to understand our inherent purpose and
the best way to live.

This logic-based approach leads to universal moral principles.



Intuition and Conscience: Many believe we possess an innate moral compass, a sense of right
and wrong that transcends cultural upbringing.

This could be evidence of natural law principles ingrained in human beings.

Arguments Against Universal Moral Laws:

Cultural Relativism: Critics argue that morals are culturally constructed and vary widely
across societies. Practices considered wrong in one culture might be acceptable in another.
Subjectivity and Interpretation: Applying reason to natural law can be subjective. 
Disagreements persist about what is truly "natural" or the best way to interpret these
principles.
Evolution of Morality: Moral codes have historically evolved. What was considered right or
wrong in the past might not be today.

This casts doubt on the idea of unchanging natural laws.

Conclusion

Natural law remains a contested concept in ethics. While its existence is debatable, it continues to
serve as a valuable framework for reasoning about morality and formulating just laws. The
continuing discussion around natural law highlights the ongoing human quest to establish universal ethical
principles in an ever-evolving world.
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