Mains Practice Question

Q.Define "environmental ethics" and explain its significance. Choose one environmental issue and analyze
it from an environmental ethics perspective. (250 words)
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Approach

= Briefly explain the concept of "environmental ethics".

= Discuss the significance of "environmental ethics" in contemporary times.

= Choose one environmental issue and analyze it from an environmental ethics perspective.
= Conclude Suitably.

Introduction

Environmental ethics is a branch of applied philosophy that studies the conceptual foundations of
environmental values as well as-more concrete issues surrounding societal attitudes, actions, and policies
to protect and sustain biodiversity and ecological systems.

Environmental ethics examines how humans interact with the environment and the impact of their
actions. It considers issues like resource consumption, pollution, and conservation efforts.

Body
The significance of environmental ethics :

= Interconnectedness of Life: Environmental ethics recognizes the interconnectedness of all life
forms and ecosystems. This perspective highlights the importance of preserving biodiversity and
ecosystems for the well-being of both humans and other species.

o For example, the destruction of rainforests not only leads to loss of habitat for countless
species but also disrupts vital ecosystem services like carbon sequestration and climate
regulation.

= Sustainable Development: Environmental ethics emphasizes the need for sustainable
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

o In a world grappling with issues like climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution,
adopting ethical principles in decision-making is essential for ensuring a sustainable future.

= Justice and Equity: Environmental ethics underscores the principles of justice and equity in
environmental decision-making. It calls for considering the impacts of environmental degradation
on vulnerable communities, both locally and globally.

o For instance, marginalized communities often bear the brunt of environmental pollution
and climate change impacts, exacerbating existing inequalities. Environmental justice
movements advocate for fair treatment and involvement of all people in environmental
decisions.

= Stewardship and Responsibility: Environmental ethics promotes the idea of humans as
stewards of the Earth, with a responsibility to care for and protect the environment. This involves
adopting practices that minimize harm to the environment, conserve natural resources, and



mitigate climate change.
o For example, transitioning to renewable energy sources and reducing consumption of
single-use plastics demonstrate a commitment to responsible stewardship of the planet.
= Global Cooperation: Environmental challenges transcend national boundaries, necessitating
global cooperation and collaboration. Environmental ethics emphasizes the shared responsibility of
all nations to address common environmental threats.
o For instance, international agreements like the Paris Agreement on climate change and the
Convention on Biological Diversity reflect efforts to promote global environmental
cooperation based on ethical principles.

Analyzing the issue of deforestation from an environmental ethics perspective:

Deforestation involves the large-scale clearance of forests, primarily for agricultural expansion, logging,
infrastructure development, and urbanization. This practice has significant environmental, social, and
ethical implications.

= Biodiversity Loss: From an environmental ethics standpoint, deforestation raises concerns about
biodiversity loss. Forests are home to a vast array of plant and animal species, many of which are
unique and irreplaceable. Clearing forests disrupt ecosystems, leading to habitat destruction and
the extinction of species.
o Ethically, there is a responsibility to preserve biodiversity for its intrinsic value and for the
well-being of future generations.
= Climate Change: Deforestation is a major contributor to climate change. Forests act as carbon
sinks, absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and helping to regulate the global climate.
When forests are cleared, the stored carbon is released into the atmosphere, exacerbating
greenhouse gas emissions.
o From an environmental ethics perspective, there is a moral imperative to mitigate climate
change by preserving forests and reducing deforestation rates.
= Indigenous Rights and Environmental Justice: Many indigenous communities rely on forests
for their livelihoods, cultural practices, and spiritual beliefs. Deforestation often infringes upon the
rights of indigenous peoples, leading to displacement, loss of traditional knowledge, and social
conflicts.
o _Ethically, there is a need to respect the rights of indigenous communities and ensure their
participation in decisions affecting forest management.
= Intergenerational Equity: Deforestation compromises the ability of future generations to enjoy
the benefits of healthy ecosystems.
o Ethically, there is a duty to consider the interests of future generations and to preserve
natural resources for their use.

Conclusion

The urgency of addressing environmental challenges in an ethical, equitable, and sustainable manner
reflects the increasing need for environmental ethics in the contemporary world . By integrating ethical
principles into environmental decision-making and policies, individuals and organisations can work
towards a more just, resilient, and harmonious relationship with the natural world.
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