Mains Practice Question

Case Study

You are posted as the District Magistrate in a rural district of India with a significant population belonging
to various caste groups. Despite legal provisions and affirmative action policies, instances of caste
discrimination are prevalent in the district. Recently, a group of Dalit students from a.government school
in a predominantly upper-caste village have approached you, complaining of discrimination and
harassment by their upper-caste classmates and teachers.

The students allege that they are often made to sit separately, are not allowed to use the common water
source and face verbal abuse from their peers and teachers. They also claim that their grades are
intentionally marked lower than those of their upper-caste counterparts.

Upon investigation, you find that the allegations are substantiated, and there is a deep-seated bias against
the Dalit students in the school. The school management, dominated by upper-caste members, is
reluctant to address the issue, citing "tradition" and "social norms."

As the District Magistrate, how would you approach this situation ethically and effectively to address the
caste discrimination in the school? What steps would you take to ensure justice for the Dalit students and
promote a more inclusive-and equitable environment in the school?
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Approach

= Begin the answer by explaining the Caste Discrimination in society.

= Discuss how District Magistrate would approach this situation ethically and effectively to address
the caste discrimination in the school.

= Highlight steps to be taken to ensure justice for the Dalit students and promote a more inclusive
and equitable environment.

= Conclude as per the demand of case study.

Introduction

In a diverse country like India, caste discrimination continues to be a persistent challenge despite legal
provisions and affirmative action policies aimed at addressing it. The case study presents a scenario
where Dalit students in a government school face discrimination and harassment from their upper-caste
classmates and teachers.

= The case of Rohith Vemula, a Dalit scholar who faced discrimination and ultimately took his own

life, underscores the urgent need for systemic changes to combat caste discrimination in
educational institutions.

Body

Stakeholders Involved:



= Dalit Students: Victims of discrimination and harassment, their right to education and dignity is
violated.

= Upper-Caste Students and Teachers: Perpetrators of discrimination, influenced by social biases
and norms.

= School Management: Dominated by upper-caste members, responsible for maintaining a
conducive environment for all students.

= District Administration: Represented by the District Magistrate, tasked with ensuring justice,
equality, and inclusivity in the district.

= Local Community: Influences social norms and attitudes, may support or resist efforts to address
caste discrimination.

Ethical Issues

= Violation of Rights: Denial of equal treatment and opportunities to Dalit students violates their
fundamental rights to equality and dignity.

= Institutional Bias: Presence of deep-seated bias within the school management perpetuates
discrimination and reinforces caste-based hierarchies.

= Inaction and Complicity: Failure of the school management to address the issue and citing
"tradition" and "social norms" indicates complicity in perpetuating discrimination.

= Ethical Responsibility of the District Magistrate: Obligation to uphold the principles of justice,
fairness, and equality for all individuals in the district.

Approach to Address Caste Discrimination in the School:

= Understanding the Root Causes:

o Conduct a comprehensive investigation to understand the extent and nature of caste
discrimination in the school.

o Analyze the socio-cultural context and historical factors contributing to the perpetuation of
caste-based biases.

o |dentify systemic issues within the school management and community that enable
discrimination to persist.

= Engaging with Stakeholders:

o _Facilitate dialogues and consultations with the school management, teachers, students,
and parents to address concerns and garner support for initiatives aimed at combating
caste discrimination.

o Advocate for the representation of marginalized communities in decision-making bodies
within the school to ensure their voices are heard and their interests are represented.

o Foster partnerships with civil society organizations, academic institutions, and government
agencies to leverage resources and expertise in tackling caste-based inequalities.

= Enforcement of Legal Provisions:

o Ensure strict implementation of legal provisions such as the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, and the Right to Education Act, 2009,
to protect the rights of Dalit students.

o Establish grievance redressal mechanisms within the school to address complaints of
discrimination promptly.

o Conduct regular monitoring and inspections to assess compliance with anti-discrimination
laws and policies.

e The implementation of the RTE Act (Right to Education) in India has significantly
increased enrollment rates among marginalized communities, including Dalits,
highlighting the importance of inclusive education policies.

Steps to be Taken to Ensure Justice for the Dalit Students and Promote a More Inclusive and
Equitable Environment:

= Promoting Inclusive Practices:
o Encourage inclusive practices within the school, such as mixed seating arrangements, joint
participation in extracurricular activities, and shared access to facilities.
o Implement peer mentoring programs to foster positive interactions and mutual respect
among students from diverse caste backgrounds.



o Incorporate inclusive curriculum and textbooks that reflect the contributions and
experiences of marginalized communities, including Dalits.

¢ Karnataka Model: The Karnataka government's initiative to introduce social
inclusion lessons in school curricula aimed at sensitizing students to issues of caste
discrimination and promoting social harmony.

= Creating Awareness and Sensitization Programs:

o Organize workshops and training sessions for students, teachers, and school management
to raise awareness about the detrimental effects of caste discrimination.

o Utilize educational materials and case studies to illustrate the impact of discrimination on
individuals and society.

o Engage local NGOs and community leaders to facilitate discussions on caste-based
prejudices and promote social cohesion.

e Maharashtra's '‘Babasaheb Ambedkar Research and Training Institute
(BARTI)' Initiatives: Conducting workshops and training programs to promote
social justice and equality.

= Accountability and Remedial Measures:

o Hold accountable individuals or groups found guilty of perpetrating caste-based
discrimination through disciplinary actions or legal measures.

o Provide support and counseling services to Dalit students who have experienced trauma or
psychological distress as a result of discrimination.

o Implement remedial measures such as extra academic support and mentorship programs
to address the academic disparities faced by Dalit students and mitigate the impact of
discriminatory practices.

e Ambedkar Schools: Establishment of Ambedkar Residential Schools in Telangana,
providing free education and accommodation to Dalit students from marginalized
backgrounds, to ensure equitable access to quality education.

Conclusion

Addressing caste discrimination in schools requires a multi-faceted approach encompassing awareness-
raising, legal enforcement, inclusive practices, stakeholder engagement, and accountability measures. By
adopting an ethical and effective approach, the District Magistrate can play a pivotal role in promoting a
culture of equality, dignity, and inclusivity in education, thereby contributing to the larger goal of building
a more just and equitable society.

PDF Refernece URL: https://www.drishtiias.com/mains-practice-question/question-8241/pnt


https://www.drishtiias.com/mains-practice-question/question-8241/pnt
http://www.tcpdf.org

