
  
  

Dragonfly Rotorcraft Mission 
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Recently, NASA has confirmed the Dragonfly rotorcraft mission to Saturn’s moon, Titan.

Dragonfly is a dual quadcopter, resembling a car-sized rotorcraft that can cover tens of
kilometres on Titan in under an hour.
Due to Titan's hazy atmosphere, Dragonfly will use a radioisotope power system, similar to the 
Curiosity rover on Mars.
Dragonfly will fly to dozens of promising locations on Titan looking for prebiotic chemical
processes common on both Titan and Earth.
This will be the first time NASA will fly a multi-rotor vehicle for science on other planets.
The craft will land first at the equatorial “Shangri-La” dune, exploring the region in short trips
before building up to longer “leapfrog” flights of 8 kilometres.
Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun and the second-largest planet in the Solar System,
known for its distinctive ring system.

Titan is Saturn’s largest moon, has an earthlike cycle of liquids flowing across its
surface.
It is the only moon with a thick atmosphere.

Read More: Dragonfly Mission

 

PDF Refernece URL: https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/dragonfly-rotorcraft-mission

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://science.nasa.gov/missions/dragonfly/nasas-dragonfly-rotorcraft-mission-to-saturns-moon-titan-confirmed/
/daily-news-analysis/methane-in-the-martian-air#:~:text=The%20Curiosity%20is%20the%20largest,past%20habitable%20environments%20on%20Mars.
/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/national-aeronautics-and-space-administration-nasa
/daily-news-analysis/dragonfly-mission
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/dragonfly-rotorcraft-mission
http://www.tcpdf.org

