


1 MAINS MARATHON 2024 (HISTORY, ART & CULTURE)

Note:

www.drishtiias.com/eng

1. 	 Examine	the	distinguishing	features	of	Dravidian	
temple	architecture	and	analyze	 the	 significant	
role	played	by	the	Chola	Dynasty	in	shaping	this	
architectural	style.	(250	words)	

Approach:	

	¾ Introduction:	Start your answer with introducing 
Dravidian Style of Architecture 

	¾ Body:	Mention the features of Dravidian architecture 
and Chola Dynasty’s contribution to it. 

	¾ Conclusion:	Summarize the main points

Introduction:		

Dravidian temple architecture is a style of temple 
architecture that emerged in the southern regions of 
India, primarily in the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh. It is characterized by certain 
distinguishing features that set it apart from other 
architectural styles in India. The Chola Dynasty, which 
ruled over a significant portion of southern India from 
the 9th to the 13th centuries, played a crucial role in shaping 
and popularizing the Dravidian temple architecture. 

Body:	

Features	of	Dravidian	Temple	Architecture:	
	¾ Vimana: One of the key elements of Dravidian temple 

architecture is the vimana, also known as gopuram 
or shikhara. It is the towering, pyramid-like structure 
above the sanctum sanctorum (garbhagriha) of the 
temple. Vimanas are typically adorned with intricate 
carvings, sculptures, and often have multiple tiers. 

	¾ Mandapas: Dravidian temples feature pillared halls 
called mandapas, which are used for various purposes, 
including religious rituals, gatherings, and cultural 
events. The mandapas are characterized by intricately 
carved pillars and ceilings, showcasing scenes from 
Hindu mythology. 

	¾ Shikhara: The shikhara is the pointed, pyramidal roof 
or spire that crowns the vimana. It is often adorned 
with decorative elements such as miniature shrines, 
sculptures, and elaborate finials. 

	¾ Temple	Towers	(Gopurams): Dravidian temples are 
known for their elaborate entrance gateways, called 
gopurams. These towering structures are usually highly 
ornate and embellished with intricate sculptures 
depicting gods, goddesses, mythical creatures, and 
scenes from Hindu epics. 

	¾ Goshtams: The goshtams are deities carved in niches 
on the outer side walls of the garbhagriha. They are 
usually associated with the main deity of the temple 
and represent various aspects or forms of the divine.  

Role	of	the	Chola	Dynasty	in	Shaping	Dravidian	Temple	
Architecture:	
	¾ Patronage	and	Construction: The Chola Dynasty played 

a pivotal role in promoting and constructing numerous 
grand temples, thus contributing to the development, 
and spread of Dravidian temple architecture. The 
rulers of the Chola Dynasty, particularly Rajaraja Chola 
I and his successor Rajendra Chola I, constructed 
iconic temples like the Brihadisvara Temple and the 
Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple.  

	¾ Innovations	 in	Architecture: The Chola Dynasty 
introduced several architectural innovations that 
became hallmarks of Dravidian temple architecture. 
They expanded the concept of vimanas by introducing 
larger and more elaborate structures. The Brihadisvara 
Temple, built by Rajaraja Chola I, stands as a testament 
to the architectural brilliance of the Chola Dynasty. Its 
towering vimana, constructed using a single granite 
block, is a significant engineering feat of its time. 

	¾ Iconography	and	Sculpture: The Cholas were great 
patrons of art, and their support led to the proliferation 
of intricate sculptures and carvings in Dravidian 
temples. They encouraged the depiction of various 
deities, celestial beings, and mythological scenes in 
their temples. The sculptures in Chola temples, such as 
the Nataraja, exhibit exceptional artistry and devotion. 

	¾ Temple	Administration	and	Rituals: The Chola Dynasty 
established a well-organized temple administration 
system. They played a crucial role in preserving the 
architectural and cultural traditions associated with 
Dravidian temples. 

Conclusion:	

Dravidian temple architecture exhibits distinctive 
features such as vimanas, mandapas, gopurams, intricate 
carvings, and sculptures. The Chola Dynasty significantly 
influenced this architectural style through their patronage, 
construction of grand temples, architectural innovations, 
encouragement of sculptural art, and establishment of 
a systematic temple administration. Their contributions 
played a vital role in shaping and popularizing Dravidian 
temple architecture, leaving a lasting legacy in the 
southern regions of India. 
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2.	 	 How	did	the	existing	architecture	in	India	evolve	
with	the	arrival	of	Islamic	rule	in	India?	(250	words)	

Approach:	

	¾ Introduction:	Start your answer with introducing 
Indo-Islamic Architecture. 

	¾ Body:	Mention briefly the features of existing 
Indian architecture and Features of architecture 
after arrival of Islamic rule. 

	¾ Conclusion:	Summarize the main points.

Introduction:		

The arrival of Islamic rule in India (in 13th	century) 
had a profound impact on the existing architectural 
landscape. It brought forth a fusion	of	indigenous	Indian	
architectural	traditions	with	new	influences	from	the	
Islamic	world. This led to the development of a distinct	
architectural	style that reflected the cultural and religious 
syncretism of the time in form of Indo-	Islamic	Architecture. 

Body:		

Existing	Indian	architecture:	
	¾ Majorly used Trabeate	structure consisting of Columns 

and beams. 
	¾ Material used was Stone. 
	¾ Buildings contained Shikhara/Vimanas	as	top	structure. 
	¾ Supporting structures like Gopuram,	Torana	etc. 

After	arrival	of	Islamic	Rule	in	India:	
	¾ Influence	of	Islamic	Architecture:	 

	� Introduction of New Construction Techniques:  
	z Use of arches,	domes,	and	vaults in architectural 

designs. For example, grand	arches	of	Buland	
Darwaza. 

	z Introduction of Brick	 and	 lime	mortar	 as 
materials.  

	� Incorporation of New Artistic Elements:  
	z Intricate calligraphy	and	geometric	patterns.  
	z Floral	motifs and arabesque	designs.  
	z Use of Pietra	dura	technique for inlay of precious 

metals and stones. For example, peitra dura in 
Taj	Mahal.  

	� Construction of Islamic Religious Structures:  
	z Development	 of	mosques with distinctive 

features like minarets	and	mihrabs.	For example, 
Quwwat	ul	islam	Mosque. 

	z Construction of tombs	and	mausoleums for 
Islamic rulers and saints. 

	¾ Fusion	with	Indigenous	Indian	Architecture:	 
	� Integration of Hindu and Islamic Elements:  
	z Utilization	of	local	materials and construction 

techniques.  
	z Blending	 of	Hindu	 and	 Islamic	 decorative	

elements in architectural designs.  
	� Synthesis of Architectural Styles:  
	z Creation of hybrid	structures	like	Indo-Islamic	
palaces	and forts.  

	z Development of Indo-Islamic	 gardens	 in	
Charbagh	 style and water structures. For 
example. Lodhi	garden,	Aram	bagh	etc. 

	¾ Impact	on	Urban	Planning:	 
	� Introduction of Islamic City Layouts:  
	z Establishment	of	planned	cities	with central 

mosques and bazaars.  
	z For example, Creation of cities like Fatehpur	
Sikri	and Tughlaqabad.  

Conclusion:		

Islamic architecture started	to	give	existing	Indian	
architecture,	massiveness,	spaciousness	and	breadth. 
The advent of Islamic rule in India resulted in a significant 
evolution of architectural styles and urban planning.  

The fusion of indigenous Indian traditions with Islamic 
influences led to the emergence	of	a	unique	architectural	
identity that showcased the cultural and religious diversity 
of the time. The	integration	of	Hindu	and	Islamic	elements	
created	a	harmonious	coexistence,	evident	in	structures	
like	the	Qutub	Minar	and	Jama	Masjid. This architectural 
evolution not only transformed the physical landscape 
but also played a crucial role in shaping the cultural and 
social fabric of India and gave rise to Ganga	 Jamuni	
Tehzeeb. 
3. 	 Analyze	the	factors	that	led	to	the	rise	and	decline	

of	the	Indus	Valley	Civilization.	What	are	the	major	
contributions	of	this	civilization	to	human	history?	
(250	words)	

Approach:		

	¾ Introduction:	Start your answer with introducing 
Indus Valley Civlization 

	¾ Body:	Discuss the key factors responsible for rise 
and fall of Indus Valley Civilization 

	¾ Conclusion:	 	Summarize major contributions in 
the conclusion.
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Introduction:	

The Indus Valley Civilization was a Bronze Age 
civilization that flourished in the northwestern regions 
of South Asia from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE, and in its mature 
form from 2600 BCE to 1900 BCE. It was one of the three 
early civilizations of the ancient world, along with Egypt 
and Mesopotamia. It is also known as the Harappan 
Civilization. The rise and decline of the Indus Valley 
Civilization can be attributed to various factors that shaped 
its trajectory.  

Body:		

The civilization emerged and flourished due to several 
key elements: 
	¾ Geographical	Advantages: The availability of fertile land 

and water resources in the basins of the Indus River 
and its tributaries played a crucial role in supporting 
agriculture and irrigation. This allowed for a surplus 
of food production, which led to population growth 
and the development of urban centers. 

	¾ Trade	 and	 cultural	 exchange: The Indus Valley 
Civilization engaged in extensive trade networks 
with neighboring regions and distant lands, such as 
Mesopotamia, Central Asia, and the Persian Gulf. This 
facilitated cultural exchange, economic prosperity, 
and the importation of valuable resources. 

	¾ Urban	planning	and	infrastructure: The civilization 
displayed advanced urban planning and architectural 
techniques. Its cities were characterized by well-
organized layouts, baked brick houses, elaborate 
drainage systems, water supply networks, public 
baths, granaries, and large non-residential buildings. 
This efficient infrastructure reflected a well-structured 
society. 

	¾ Technological	 advancements: The Indus Valley 
Civilization demonstrated remarkable skill and 
innovation in various crafts and technologies. Their 
production of artifacts like pottery, seals, beads, 
jewellery, terracotta figurines, bronze tools and 
weapons, and standardized weights and measures 
showcased their expertise and contributed to 
economic growth. 

However,	the	Indus	Valley	Civilization	faced	
challenges	that	eventually	led	to	its	decline:	
	¾ Environmental	changes: The region experienced shifts 

in climate and hydrology, including reduced monsoon 
rainfall, river course changes, and increased occurrences 

of floods and droughts. These environmental changes 
impacted agriculture, water availability, and the overall 
stability of the civilization. 

	¾ Invasions	and	migrations: The arrival of external 
groups, possibly the Indo-Aryans from Central Asia, 
brought new cultural elements and languages to 
the region. These migrations and potential invasions 
disrupted the social cohesion and political stability 
of the civilization. 

	¾ Decline	 in	 trade	 and	 resources: The decline of 
trade and commerce with other regions resulted in 
reduced income and influence for the Indus people. 
The deterioration of urban infrastructure and public 
services also affected the quality of life and health 
of the inhabitants. 

Despite	its	decline,	the	Indus	Valley	Civilization	left	
significant	contributions	to	human	history:	

	¾ Urban	planning	and	engineering: The civilization’s 
sophisticated urban planning and engineering systems, 
including drainage, water management, and sanitation, 
set high standards for public welfare and influenced 
future civilizations. 

	¾ Material	culture	and	craftsmanship: The diverse and 
rich material culture of the Indus people, including their 
pottery, seals, jewellery, and bronze tools, demonstrated 
their artistic excellence and technological innovation. 

	¾ Complex	society	and	possible	literacy: The existence 
of a complex society with a possible writing system 
indicated communication, record-keeping, and the 
manifestation of religious beliefs and artistic creativity. 

	¾ Peaceful	civilization: The absence of apparent signs 
of violence or warfare in the archaeological record 
suggests a peaceful and harmonious civilization, which 
maintained social order and cultural unity. 

Conclusion:	

The Indus Valley Civilization flourished due to 
geography, trade, urban planning, and technology. It 
declined due to environmental changes, invasions, and 
economic challenges. Its contributions include early 
urbanization, advanced engineering, rich material culture, 
indications of a complex society, and a peaceful civilization. 
4. 	 What	were	the	main	features	and	achievements	

of	the	Non-Cooperation	Movement	launched	by	
Mahatma	Gandhi	in	1920?	How	did	it	affect	the	
Indian	freedom	struggle?	(250	words)	
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Approach	

	¾ Start your answer with a brief introduction of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. 

	¾ Write its features and achievements. 
	¾ Explain how it affected the Indian freedom struggle. 
	¾ Conclude accordingly

Introduction:		

The non-cooperation movement was a political 
campaign launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920 to have 
Indians revoke their cooperation from the British 
government, with the aim of persuading them to grant 
self-governance, or swaraj. 

Body:	

Features:	
	¾ It was based on the principles of truth, non-violence 

and self-reliance. 
	¾  It aimed to weaken the British authority and influence 

by boycotting their institutions, goods and services. 
	¾ It involved various sections of Indian society, such 

as students, teachers, lawyers, peasants, workers, 
traders, etc.  

	¾ It also had the support of various political parties 
and groups, such as the Congress, the Khilafat 
Committee, etc. 

	¾ It had following programs:  
	¾ Surrender of titles and honours conferred by the British 
	¾ Boycott of government schools, colleges, courts and 

offices 
	¾ Boycott of foreign cloth, liquor and other goods 
	¾ Non-payment of taxes and rent. 
	¾ It witnessed various forms of protest and resistance, 

such as hartals, strikes, demonstrations, bonfires, 
picketing, swadeshi, charkha, etc.  

	¾ It also saw the emergence of parallel institutions 
and movements, such as national schools, colleges, 
panchayats, khadi committees, etc. 

Achievements:	
	¾ It was the first nationwide mass movement that 

mobilized millions of Indians across regions, religions 
and classes. 

	¾  It created a sense of unity and solidarity among them 
against a common enemy. 

	¾ It challenged the legitimacy and credibility of the 
British rule in India. 

	¾  It exposed the weaknesses and vulnerabilities of the 
British administration and economy.  

	¾ It also aroused the political consciousness and 
aspirations of the Indian people. 

	¾ It inspired various other movements and leaders in 
different parts of India, such as the Civil Disobedience 
Movement, the Quit India Movement, Subhash 
Chandra Bose, Bhagat Singh, etc.  

	¾ It also influenced various anti-colonial struggles 
across the world. 

	¾ It forced the British to adopt a more conciliatory and 
reformist approach towards India.  

Conclusion:	
The Non-Cooperation Movement was a landmark 

event in the history of India’s freedom struggle. It marked 
a shift from moderate to radical methods of resistance. 
It also demonstrated the power and potential of non-
violent mass action against an oppressive regime. 
5.	 	 Analyze	 the	objectives,	methods,	and	 impact	of	

the	Swadeshi	Movement	on	the	Indian	nationalist	
movement.	(150	words)	

Approach:	

	¾ Introduction:	Provide a brief overview of the 
Swadeshi Movement. 

	¾ Body:	Discuss the main objectives, methods used 
and impacts of swadeshi movement. 

	¾ Conclusion:	Summarize the main points discussed 
and reiterate the significance of the Swadeshi 
Movement.

Introduction:	

The Swadeshi movement was a self-sufficiency 
movement that was part of the Indian independence 
movement and contributed to the development of Indian 
nationalism. It emerged as a response to the British 
government’s decision to partition Bengal in 1905, which 
was seen as a divide-and-rule policy to weaken the 
nationalist movement.  

Body:	

The main objectives of the Swadeshi movement were: 
	¾ To boycott foreign goods, especially British-made 

cloth, and salt, and use domestic products instead. 
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	¾ To promote indigenous industries, education, literature, 
art and culture. 

	¾ To foster a sense of unity, pride and self-reliance 
among the Indians. 
The methods of the Swadeshi movement included: 

	¾ Public meetings, rallies, processions and demonstrations 
to spread the message of Swadeshi and boycott. 

	¾ Voluntary organizations, such as the Swadesh Bandhab 
Samiti in Barisal, to mobilize the masses and provide 
social services. 

	¾ Festivals, such as the Shivaji and Ganapati festivals in 
Maharashtra, to celebrate national heroes and symbols. 

	¾ National schools and colleges, such as the National 
College of Bengal with Aurobindo as its principal, to 
provide alternative education. 

	¾ Swadeshi enterprises, such as textile mills, soap 
factories, banks and insurance companies, to support 
indigenous industries. 

The	impact	of	the	Swadeshi	movement	on	the	
Indian	nationalist	movement	was:	

	¾ It created a mass base for the nationalist movement 
and involved people from different regions, classes, 
castes and religions. 

	¾ It challenged the economic and political domination of 
the British and asserted the right to self-rule or swaraj. 

	¾ It stimulated the growth of Indian industries, education, 
literature and culture and fostered a sense of national 
identity. 

	¾ It inspired other movements, such as the Home Rule 
movement and the Non-Cooperation movement, that 
followed similar strategies of Swadeshi and boycott. 

	¾ The movement also witnessed the emergence of 
new leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Lala 
Lajpat Rai, who played pivotal roles in the future 
nationalist struggle. 

Conclusion:	

The Swadeshi Movement had the objectives of 
promoting self-sufficiency and nurturing national pride, 
employing methods such as boycotts and the promotion 
of indigenous industries. Its impact was far-reaching, 
challenging British economic dominance, fostering 
national consciousness, and laying the groundwork for 
subsequent nationalist movements. 

6. 	 Evaluate	the	nature	of	the	Bhakti	Literature	and	
its	contribution	to	Indian	culture.	(150	words)	

Approach	

	¾ Start your answer with a brief introduction of Bhakti 
Literature. 

	¾ Explain Nature of Bhakti literature and Contribution 
to Indian culture: 

	¾ Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:	

Bhakti literature refers to the devotional writings of 
various saints, poets, and mystics who expressed their 
love and devotion to God through various languages and 
genres. It emerged as a popular movement in different 
regions of India, challenging the dominance of Brahmanical 
orthodoxy and ritualism. 

Body:	

Nature	of	Bhakti	Literature:	
	¾ It was composed in vernacular languages such as 

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, etc., 
making it accessible to the masses. 

	¾ It was influenced by various religious traditions such 
as Vaishnavism, Shaivism, Shaktism, Sufism, etc., 
reflecting the diversity and syncretism of Indian culture. 

	¾ It was characterized by simplicity, spontaneity, 
emotional intensity, personal experience, and poetic 
beauty, appealing to the hearts and minds of the 
people. 

	¾ It was often accompanied by music, dance, drama, and 
art forms such as bhajans, kirtans, dhrupads, ragas, 
etc., enhancing its aesthetic and spiritual appeal. 

Contribution	to	Indian	Culture:	
	¾ It enriched the linguistic and literary heritage of India 

by producing works of great literary merit such as 
the Nalayira Divya Prabandham, Tirumurai, Vachana 
Sahitya, Alwars and Nayanars,Ramcharitmanas, Sur 
Sagar, Padavali Gita Govinda Abhangas etc. 

	¾ It promoted social harmony and reform by rejecting 
caste distinctions, gender discrimination, religious 
intolerance, and ritualistic formalism.  
	� It advocated equality, fraternity, humanism, and 

universalism. For example, Ramananda accepted 
disciples from all castes; Kabir criticized both 
Hindu and Muslim practices; Mirabai challenged 
patriarchy; etc. 
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	¾ It fostered a sense of national identity and resistance 
against foreign invasions by invoking the love for one’s 
motherland and one’s faith.  
	� For example, Guru Nanak denounced the atrocities 

of the Mughals; Shivaji was inspired by the teachings 
of Tukaram; etc. 

Conclusion:	

Bhakti literature was a remarkable phenomenon that 
enriched the cultural fabric of India. It reflected the 
aspirations and sentiments of the people and contributed 
to the development of a composite culture. 
7. 	 Critically	examine	 the	 impact	of	 the	First	World	

War	on	the	global	political	and	economic	order.	
(250	words)

Approach 
	¾ Start your answer with a brief introduction of First 

World War 1 
	¾ Explain the impact of the First World War on the 

global political and economic order 
	¾ Conclude accordingly

Introduction:		

The First World War (1914-1918) was a global conflict 
that involved most of the world’s major powers and 
resulted in unprecedented death and destruction. It also 
had far-reaching consequences for the political and 
economic order of the world, as it reshaped the balance 
of power, the map of territories, the nature of international 
relations, and the role of ideologies. 

Body:		

	¾ Balance	of	Power:  
	� The war weakened the old European empires 

such as Britain, France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Russia, and Ottoman Turkey, and gave rise to new 
powers such as the United States, Japan, and 
Soviet Union. The war also led to the emergence 
of nationalist movements in Asia, Africa, and 
the Middle East, which challenged the colonial 
domination of the West.  

	� The war also paved the way for the rise of fascism 
and communism as alternative ideologies to 
democracy and capitalism. 

	¾ Map	of	Territories:  
	� The war resulted in the redrawing of the map of 

Europe and the Middle East, as new states were 
created or enlarged from the disintegration of old 
empires. For example, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Jordan 
were some of the new or modified states that 
emerged after the war.  

	� The war also led to the creation of the League 
of Nations, which was an attempt to establish a 
collective security system and prevent future wars. 

	¾ Nature	of	International	Relations:  
	� The war marked a shift from a multipolar to a 

bipolar world order, as two rival blocs emerged 
after the war: the Allies (led by Britain, France, and 
later the United States) and the Central Powers 
(led by Germany, Austria-Hungary, and later Italy).  

	� The war also introduced new forms of warfare such 
as trench warfare, chemical weapons, submarines, 
tanks, airplanes, and propaganda.  

	� The war also increased the role of public opinion and 
mass media in influencing foreign policy decisions. 

	¾ Role	of	Ideologies:  
	� The war exposed the flaws and contradictions 

of the existing ideologies such as nationalism, 
imperialism, liberalism, and socialism. It also 
stimulated new ideologies such as fascism (in Italy 
and Germany), communism (in Russia), Zionism 
(in Palestine), Pan-Arabism (in the Middle East), 
and Pan-Africanism (in Africa).  

	� The war also generated a sense of disillusionment 
and alienation among many intellectuals and 
artists who questioned the values and meanings 
of civilization. 

Conclusion:		

The First World War was a watershed event in world 
history that transformed the global political and economic 
order in profound ways. It altered the balance of power 
among nations, changed the map of territories and 
peoples, reshaped the nature of international relations 
and cooperation, and challenged or inspired new 
ideologies and movements. The war also set the stage 
for further conflicts and crises in the 20th century such as 
the Second World War, the Cold War, decolonization, 
globalization, and terrorism. 
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8. 	 Discuss	the	significance	of	the	Vijayanagara	Empire	
in	shaping	India’s	architectural	history.	(150	words)	

Approach:

	¾ Start your answer with a brief introduction to the 
Vijayanagara Empire and its historical context.

	¾ Discuss the significance of the Vijayanagara Empire 
in shaping India’s architectural history.

	¾ Conclude by re-emphasizing its lasting impact and 
influence on subsequent architectural developments 
in India.

Answer:

The Vijayanagara Empire, which thrived in South India 
from the 14th to the 17th century, holds immense 
significance in shaping India’s architectural history. Its 
architectural contributions have left an enduring legacy 
that continues to inspire and influence the art and 
architecture of India even today.

Significance	of	the	Vijayanagara	Empire	in	shaping	
India’s	architectural	history:

	¾ Fusion	of	 Styles: The Vijayanagara architecture is 
renowned for its amalgamation of various architectural 
styles. It brought together elements from Dravidian, 
Chalukyan, Hoysala, and Islamic architecture, resulting 
in a unique and distinctive architectural language. 
This fusion created a new design vocabulary that was 
both innovative and aesthetically pleasing.

	¾ Monumental	Structures: The empire is known for 
constructing grand and massive temple complexes, 
forts, palaces, and irrigation systems. Prominent among 
these are the Virupaksha Temple, the Vittala Temple, 
and the Hampi ruins. These structures showcase 
the empire’s commitment to creating monumental 
edifices that served religious, administrative, and 
cultural purposes.

	¾ Iconic	Temple	Architecture: Vijayanagara temples are 
characterized by their towering gopurams (gateway 
towers), intricate sculptures, and extensive courtyards. 
The most iconic example is the Virupaksha Temple’s 
160-foot-high gopuram, a masterpiece of Dravidian 
architecture. These temples remain pivotal in the 
evolution of South Indian temple architecture.

	¾ Advancements	 in	 Construction	 Techniques: The 
Vijayanagara architects and engineers made significant 

advancements in construction techniques. They used 
finely carved stone blocks, intricate stucco work, and 
advanced structural systems to create durable and 
visually stunning structures. This expertise influenced 
subsequent architectural developments in India.

	¾ Water	Management	and	 Irrigation: The empire’s 
emphasis on water management and irrigation 
systems is another aspect of its architectural legacy. 
The construction of massive tanks and canals, such 
as the Tungabhadra Dam and Pushkarni tank, not 
only supported agriculture but also showcased the 
empire’s engineering prowess.

	¾ Patronage	of	Arts: The rulers of the Vijayanagara 
Empire were great patrons of the arts, which extended 
to architecture. They encouraged artisans, sculptors, 
and architects to create exquisite works of art. This 
patronage resulted in the proliferation of skilled 
craftsmen and a flourishing artistic tradition.

	¾ Cultural	 Syncretism:	The Vijayanagara Empire’s 
architectural achievements reflect the era’s cultural 
syncretism. It incorporated diverse influences, including 
Hindu, Islamic, and local traditions. This cultural 
blending is a testament to the empire’s inclusive 
approach, fostering a rich and diverse architectural 
heritage.

	¾ Preservation	of	Heritage: Despite the empire’s eventual 
decline and fall, many of its architectural marvels 
have survived the test of time. They continue to be 
important pilgrimage sites, tourist attractions, and 
sources of inspiration for contemporary architects, 
thus ensuring the preservation and recognition of 
India’s architectural history.

	Conclusion

The Vijayanagara Empire occupies a pivotal place in 
India’s architectural history. Its architectural legacy not 
only showcases the empire’s grandeur and artistic 
achievements but also represents a harmonious fusion 
of diverse architectural traditions. The enduring influence 
of Vijayanagara architecture on subsequent architectural 
developments in India underscores its profound 
significance in shaping the country’s architectural heritage.
9.	 	 How	do	folk	arts	celebrate	the	diversity	of	Culture	

and	harmony	of	nature	through	their	various	art	
forms?	Explain.	(150	Words)
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Approach:

	¾ Start your answer with a brief description of folk arts.
	¾ Discuss various art forms.
	¾ Also, discuss how they celebrate cultural diversity 

and harmony of nature.
	¾ Summarize the key points and conclude.

Introduction:

Folk art refers to traditional and indigenous forms 
of artistic expression that are deeply rooted in the culture, 
customs, and heritage of a specific community or region.
	¾ Folk art often incorporates elements of daily life, 

mythology, spirituality, and the natural environment. It 
is a reflection of the collective creativity and heritage 
of a particular community. Examples of folk art: 
Madhubani Painting, Gond Art, Rangoli etc.

Body:

Folk	arts	in	India	celebrate	the	diversity	of	culture	
in	various	ways:

	¾ Regional	Distinctiveness: Folk arts showcase the 
unique cultural characteristics of different regions 
within India.
	� For instance, the Ghoomar dance in Rajasthan 

represents the vibrant Rajasthani culture with its 
colorful costumes and graceful movements.

	¾ Traditional	Attire:	Folk performances feature traditional 
clothing and accessories specific to each culture.
	� The Kathak dance from North India is known for 

its distinctive costumes that vary by region.
	¾ Religious	Diversity:	Folk arts often express the religious 

diversity in India.
	� The Dandiya Raas dance in Gujarat is performed 

during Navratri, a Hindu festival, showcasing the 
religious and cultural aspects of the region.

	¾  Preservation	of	Traditions: Folk arts play a vital role 
in preserving traditional knowledge and customs.
	� The Santhal dance of Jharkhand celebrates the tribal 

culture and traditions of the Santhal community.

Folk	arts	in	India	celebrate	the	harmony	of	nature	
through	various	art	forms:

	¾ Depiction	of	Natural	Elements:	Folk arts often depict 
natural elements such as rivers, mountains, trees, and 
animals as integral components of their art.

	� For instance, the Madhubani	paintings of Bihar 
frequently feature natural motifs like peacocks, 
fish, and lotus flowers.

	¾ Seasonal	 Celebrations: Many folk-art forms are 
closely tied to seasonal changes and agricultural 
cycles, celebrating the harmony between human 
life and nature.
	� The Pongal festival in Tamil Nadu, marked by colorful 

Kolam designs, is celebrated to give thanks for the 
harvest season.

	¾ Nature-inspired	Colors: The choice of colors in folk 
art is often inspired by nature.
	� For instance, the Phad paintings of Rajasthan use 

vibrant hues like red, yellow, and green to represent 
the vitality of nature.

	¾ Rituals	in	Natural	Settings:	Some folk arts are performed 
in natural settings, emphasizing the connection with 
the environment.
	� The Bihu dance in Assam is often performed 

outdoors, celebrating the changing seasons and 
the natural beauty of the region.

Government	efforts	in	promoting	folk	arts:

	¾ National	 Folk	 Festival: The National Folk Festival, 
organized by the Ministry of Culture, showcases the 
diversity of folk arts from different regions of India. 
It provides a platform for folk artists to display their 
talent.

	¾ Promotion	 through	 Festivals: Folk art forms are 
frequently featured in cultural festivals and events, 
such as the Surajkund	Crafts	Mela	and	the	Kala	Ghoda	
Arts	Festival, where artists can showcase their work 
to a wider audience.

Conclusion:

India’s diverse folk art forms celebrate the country’s 
cultural richness and the harmonious relationship between 
its people and nature. These art forms are not just 
expressions of creativity but also integral components 
of India’s cultural heritage that promote unity, diversity, 
and environmental consciousness.
10.	 	 What	 were	 the	 similarities	 and	 differences	

between	the	political	and	ideological	thinking	of	
Vir	Savarkar	and	Gandhi	Ji?	(150	Words)
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Approach:

	¾ Start your answer with a brief description of both 
personalities.

	¾ Discuss similarities in between them.
	¾ Also, discuss differences in their political and 

ideological thinking.
	¾ Summarize the key points and conclude

Introduction:	

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, commonly known as Veer 
Savarkar, and Mahatma Gandhi were two prominent 
figures in the Indian independence movement. They had 
distinct political and ideological thinking that played 
significant roles in shaping the course of India’s struggle 
for freedom from British colonial rule.
	¾ While both were ardent nationalists who shared a 

common goal of liberating India, their approaches, 
philosophies, and tactics differed considerably.

Body:

Similarities	between	their	political	and	ideological	
thinking:

	¾ Nationalism	 and	 Patriotism:	Both Savarkar and 
Gandhi were passionate Indian nationalists dedicated 
to liberating the country from British colonialism. 
Savarkar’s writings celebrated Indian resistance, like 
Gandhi’s call for self-rule.

	¾ Cultural	Pride:	Both leaders took pride in India’s rich 
cultural and historical heritage. Savarkar emphasized 
the need to revive and celebrate India’s ancient glory, 
and Gandhi promoted traditional Indian handicrafts 
and attire, such as khadi.

	¾ Opposition	 to	Untouchability:	Both Savarkar and 
Gandhi were vocal opponents of the practice of 
untouchability. Savarkar advocated for social reforms 
and the eradication of caste-based discrimination, 
while Gandhi championed the cause of Dalits (formerly 
known as untouchables) and worked towards their 
upliftment.

	¾ Critique	of	Western	 Influence:	Both leaders were 
critical of Western imperialism and its impact on 
India. Savarkar condemned British colonialism, while 
Gandhi’s philosophy of non-cooperation and swadeshi 
(self-reliance) aimed to minimize Western influence 
in Indian life.

	¾ Opposition	to	Partition:	Both Savarkar and Gandhi 
were against the partition of India on religious lines. 
Savarkar advocated for a united India, and Gandhi’s 
efforts to prevent communal violence and promote 
Hindu-Muslim unity were well-known.

Differences	in	their	political	and	ideological	thinking:
Differences were not only in their methods of 

resistance but also in their visions for India’s future.
	¾ Methods	of	Resistance:

	� Savarkar:	Savarkar advocated armed resistance 
against British colonial rule. He believed in using 
force to achieve India’s independence and even 
wrote a book titled “The First War of Indian 
Independence” celebrating armed uprisings against 
the British.

	� Gandhi:	Gandhi, on the other hand, championed 
non-violent civil disobedience as the means to 
attain freedom. His philosophy of satyagraha 
(nonviolent resistance) emphasized moral and 
spiritual strength in the face of oppression.

	¾ Religious	and	Communal	Harmony:
	� Savarkar: Savarkar’s political thinking was more 

focused on Hindu nationalism and Hindutva. While 
he was not inherently anti-Muslim, his vision of India 
leaned towards the dominance of Hindu culture.

	� Gandhi: Gandhi was a strong advocate for religious 
and communal harmony. He worked tirelessly to 
bridge the gap between Hindus and Muslims, 
emphasizing unity among all communities in India.

	¾ Social	Reforms:
	� Savarkar:	While Savarkar was critical of caste-based 

discrimination, his primary focus was on political 
freedom. His efforts were not as prominent in the 
realm of social reform.

	� Gandhi: Gandhi was deeply committed to social 
reform, particularly the eradication of untouchability 
and the upliftment of Dalits (formerly known as 
untouchables). He initiated several movements 
to address social injustices within Indian society.

	¾ Vision	for	Post-Independence	India:
	� Savarkar:	Savarkar’s vision for a free India was 

influenced by his belief in Hindutva. He saw India as 
a Hindu-majority nation and envisioned a stronger 
emphasis on Hindu culture.

	� Gandhi:	Gandhi’s vision for India was inclusive and 
secular. He advocated for a diverse and pluralistic 
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nation where all religions and communities coexist 
harmoniously, with an emphasis on moral and 
ethical values.

Conclusion:

Vir Savarkar and Mahatma Gandhi were influential 
leaders in India’s independence struggle, united by their 
love for the nation. Their differences exemplified the 
diversity of thought within the movement. Both left a 
lasting impact on India’s history, representing distinct 
facets of the complex struggle for independence. Their 
contrasting approaches remain topics of historical 
discourse, underscoring the richness and diversity of 
India’s fight for freedom.
11. 	 How	revolt	of	1857	was	a	regime	shift	for	India?	

Highlight	 the	 significance	 of	 the	 revolt.	 (150	
Words)

Approach:

	¾ Start your answer with a brief description of the 
1857 revolt.

	¾ Discuss how the revolt of 1857 was a regime shift.
	¾ Also, discuss the significance of the revolt.
	¾ Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

The Indian Rebellion of 1857, often referred to as 
the Sepoy Mutiny or the First War of Independence, was 
indeed a significant event in India’s history, and it can be 
viewed as a regime shift with profound consequences. 
Here are some key aspects highlighting the significance 
of the revolt:

Body:

Revolt	of	1857	was	a	regime	shift	for	India:

	¾ End	of	East	India	Company	Rule:	The revolt exposed 
the exploitative and oppressive policies of the British 
East India Company, leading to the end of its rule.

	¾ British	Crown	Assumed	Direct	Control: Queen Victoria’s 
Proclamation of 1858 transferred governance from 
the East India Company to the British Crown, marking 
the start of the British Raj.

	¾ Emergence	of	Nationalism:	The revolt unified Indians 
from diverse regions and communities against British 
rule, laying the foundation for a sense of Indian 
nationalism.

	¾ Impact	on	Indian	Leadership:	The rebellion produced 
leaders like Bahadur Shah II, Rani Lakshmi Bai, and 
Kunwar Singh, who became symbols of resistance and 
played pivotal roles in the subsequent independence 
movement.

	¾ Socio-economic	 Changes:	The revolt prompted 
discussions on economic reforms, leading to 
modernization efforts such as the construction of 
railways and the introduction of a modern postal 
system.

	¾ Cultural	and	Religious	Influence:	Rebels saw themselves 
as defenders of their cultural and religious traditions 
against British cultural intrusion, leading to a resurgence 
of traditional values.

Significance	of	the	revolt:

	¾ Emergence	 of	 Nationalism: The revolt unified 
Indians across regions and communities, nurturing 
a collective identity and laying the groundwork for 
future independence movements.

	¾ Change	 in	Governance: It highlighted the need 
for governance and administrative reforms. The 
Government of India Act 1858 transferred authority 
from the British East India Company to the British 
Crown, leading to administrative and policy changes.

	¾ Social	and	Religious	Reform: Post-revolt, leaders like 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
championed social reforms, including women’s rights. 
The revolt’s failure underscored the necessity for 
educational and social changes.

	¾ Impact	on	 the	 Indian	Army: The revolt prompted 
restructuring of the Indian Army to prevent future 
mutinies. Reforms in recruitment and discipline were 
introduced. The “divide-and-rule” policy was employed 
to prevent communal unity against British rule.

	¾ International	 Awareness: The revolt garnered 
international attention, bringing the Indian struggle 
for independence to global consciousness. It elicited 
sympathy and support for India’s cause worldwide.

Conclusion:

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 was a pivotal moment 
in Indian history, leading to the end of East India Company 
rule, the establishment of the British Raj, and the 
emergence of a united Indian consciousness that would 
ultimately shape the country’s path towards independence.
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12.	 	 Discuss	the	development	of	science	and	technology	
in	post-independence	India.	(150	Words)

Approach:

	¾ Start your answer with a brief description of science 
development after 1947.

	¾ Discuss major achievements in science and 
technology.

	¾ Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Since gaining independence from British colonial rule 
in 1947, India has undergone a transformative journey 
in science and technology, evolving into a self-reliant and 
technologically advanced society. 

Body:

Here are key points and examples highlighting this 
evolution:
	¾ Institutional	Foundations:	India established prestigious 

scientific institutions like the Indian Institutes of 
Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Science Education 
and Research (IISERs), and Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) to promote research and 
education.

	¾ Space	Exploration:	India’s space agency, ISRO (Indian 
Space Research Organisation), achieved significant 
milestones, including the launch of Chandrayaan-1 
(India’s first lunar probe) and Mangalyaan (India’s 
Mars Orbiter Mission).
	� Example: Mangalyaan’s successful mission to Mars 

in 2013 made India the fourth space agency in the 
world to reach the red planet.

	¾ Nuclear	Capability:	India developed nuclear capabilities, 
conducting successful nuclear tests in 1974 (Smiling 
Buddha) and 1998 (Pokhran-II).

	¾ Information	Technology	(IT)	and	Software	Industry:	
India emerged as a global IT and software hub, with 
companies like Infosys, TCS, and Wipro becoming 
global giants.
	� Example: The Y2K bug crisis in the late 1990s 

showcased India’s IT prowess as Indian IT 
professionals played a crucial role in addressing 
the issue worldwide.

	¾ Pharmaceuticals	 and	 Biotechnology:	 India’s 
pharmaceutical industry became a major player in the 
global market, producing affordable generic medicines.

	� Example: Indian pharmaceutical companies like 
Dr. Reddy’s and Cipla played a vital role in making 
healthcare more accessible globally.

	¾ Green	 Revolution:	 India achieved a significant 
increase in agricultural productivity through the Green 
Revolution, with the introduction of high-yielding 
crop varieties and modern agricultural techniques.

	¾ Renewable	 Energy:	 India has been investing in 
renewable energy sources like solar and wind power 
to reduce its carbon footprint.
	� Example: The Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission aims to promote solar energy and make 
India a global leader in solar power production.

	¾ Science	and	Research	Institutes:	India boasts premier 
research institutes like the Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research (TIFR), Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), 
and Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) that contribute to 
scientific advancements.

Conclusion:

The development of science and technology in post-
independence India has been marked by significant 
achievements and progress. India has transformed itself 
from a nation struggling for basic technological 
infrastructure at the time of independence to a global 
player in various fields of science and technology today.
13. 	 Discuss	 the	 factors	 that	 contributed	 to	 the	

industrialization	of	 Europe	 in	 the	18th	 and	19th 

centuries.	How	did	 industrialization	 transform	
European	society	during	this	period?	(250	Words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin by providing a brief overview of the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe during the 18th and 19th 

centuries.
	¾ Discuss the major factors that played a pivotal role 

in driving industrialization in Europe.
	¾ Describe how industrialization transformed various 

aspects of European society during the 18th and 
19th centuries.

	¾ You can conclude by summarizing the key factors in 
European industrialization and its ongoing impact 
on modern society and the global economy.

Introduction:

Industrialization is the process of transforming an 
economy from a focus on agriculture to a reliance on 
manufacturing. It involves the use of machines, factories, 
and new sources of energy to produce goods and services. 
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The industrialization of Europe in the 18th and 19th 

centuries was a transformative and complex process that 
had profound effects on European society, economy, and 
culture. 

Body:

Several	key	factors	contributed	to	this	dramatic	
shift:
	¾ Technological	 Advancements: The 17th-century 

Scientific Revolution led to key inventions like the 
steam engine, spinning jenny, power loom, boosting 
industrial productivity, and setting the stage for the 
Industrial Revolution.

	¾ Access	to	Resources: Europe’s rich natural resources, like 
coal, iron ore, and waterways, fueled industrialization 
by supplying raw materials and energy for machinery, 
enabling growth in industries like coal mining and 
steel production.

	¾ Capital	and	Investment: The accumulation of capital, 
often through colonial trade and banking systems, 
played a critical role in financing industrial ventures. 
Wealthy investors supported factories, railways, and 
infrastructure, driving economic expansion.

	¾ Urbanization: Industrial city growth drew rural 
migrants seeking factory jobs, fueling urbanization 
and creating a new industrial workforce.

	¾ Transportation	Networks: Extensive transportation 
networks (canals, railways, improved roads) boosted 
trade and accessibility, aiding manufacturers in reaching 
broader markets and resource efficiency.

	¾ Legal	and	Political	Factors: Some European countries, 
like Britain, had a stable legal framework that protected 
property rights and encouraged innovation. Additionally, 
political stability and relative peace in many parts 
of Europe fostered an environment conducive to 
industrial growth.

	¾ Entrepreneurship	and	Innovation: Entrepreneurs and 
inventors played a vital role in driving industrialization. 
Individuals like James Watt, George Stephenson, and 
Richard Arkwright made significant contributions to 
industrial technology and processes.

The	transformation	of	European	society	during	this	
period	was	profound	and	multifaceted:
	¾ Economic	Changes: Industrialization drove economic 

growth, spawning new industries, markets, and jobs, 
transitioning from agrarian to industrial and capitalist 
economies, emphasizing mass production and profit.

	¾ Social	 Stratification: Industrialization led to social 
class disparities, with industrialists and bourgeoisie 
prospering, while the working class endured poor 
conditions and low pay.

	¾ Technological	Advancements:	Technological innovation 
has boosted living standards, enhancing access to 
consumer goods and improving agriculture and 
transportation efficiency.

	¾ Demographic	 Shifts: As healthcare improved and 
living conditions in cities gradually got better, Europe 
experienced a population boom during the 19th century. 
This demographic shift further fueled industrial growth 
and urbanization.

	¾ Cultural	and	Intellectual	Changes: Industrialization 
had cultural and intellectual impacts, with the rise of 
new philosophies and ideologies, including socialism 
and Marxism, which critiqued the inequalities and 
social injustices associated with industrial capitalism.

	¾ Political	change: Political change and democratization, 
which challenged the old order of monarchy and 
aristocracy. It also inspired new ideologies such as 
liberalism, nationalism, socialism, feminism, and 
imperialism.

Conclusion:

The industrialization of Europe in the 18th and 19th 
centuries was a multifaceted process driven by 
technological, economic, and social factors. While it 
brought about significant economic prosperity and 
technological advancements, it also brought about 
profound social changes, including urbanization, social 
stratification, and the rise of labor movements. The effects 
of this period of industrialization continue to shape 
modern European society and the global economy to this 
day.
14. 	 Issue	of	Israel-Palestine	conflict	can	be	attributed	

to	both	World	Wars	I	&	II.	Discuss	(250	Words)

Approach

	¾ Begin by providing a brief overview of the Israel-
Palestine conflict. 

	¾ Discuss the roles played by events of World war 1 
and 2 in the Israel-Palestine conflict.

	¾ You can conclude by summarizing the key factors 
in the Israel-Palestine Conflict and its relevance in 
the present context.



13 MAINS MARATHON 2024 (HISTORY, ART & CULTURE)

Note:

www.drishtiias.com/eng

Introduction

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a complex and long-
standing dispute with historical roots dating back to the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. While World Wars I 
and II did not directly cause the conflict, they played 
significant roles in shaping the events and conditions that 
led to the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 
and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Body	

Role	of	World	War-I	in	Escalating	Israel-Palestine	
Conflict:
	¾ Sykes-Picot	Agreement	 (1916): The secret Sykes-

Picot Agreement, in which the British and French 
divided the Middle East into spheres of influence, 
also contributed to the future geopolitical landscape 
of the region. 

	¾ Balfour	Declaration	(1917): During World War I, the 
British government issued the Balfour Declaration in 
1917, which expressed support for the establishment 
of a “national home for the Jewish people” in Palestine. 

	¾ Jewish	 Immigration:	Balfour  declaration had a 
profound impact on the future of the region by sowing 
the seeds for Jewish immigration and settlement in 
Palestine and the demand for a home-state for Jews 
got vigorous momentum in the backdrop of this 
declaration. 

	¾ Ottoman	Empire: Sykes-Picot  Agreement further 
helped carve up the Ottoman Empire and laid the 
groundwork for the British Mandate in Palestine.In 
the long run, this only ended up polarizing the issue 
further and fomenting muslim brotherhood against 
Israel. 

	¾ League	of	Nations	Mandate:	World War I resulted 
in the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, which had 
controlled the region for centuries. The post-war 
settlement led to the League of Nations granting Britain 
the mandate to govern Palestine, further influencing 
the demographics and political dynamics of the area.

Role	of	World	War	II	in	Israel-Palestine	Conflict:
	¾ Holocaust	of	Jews: The horrors of the Holocaust during 

World War II prompted increased Jewish immigration to 
Palestine, as survivors sought refuge and a homeland. 
The British government faced pressure from both 
Jewish and Arab populations, leading to increasing 
tensions and violence.

	¾ United	Nations	Partition	Plan	(1947): In the aftermath 
of World War II, the United Nations proposed a partition 
plan for Palestine, recommending the division of the 
territory into separate Jewish and Arab states, along 
with an international administration for Jerusalem. 

	¾ Arab-Israeli	War: The plan was accepted by Jewish 
leaders but rejected by Arab leaders, leading to the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War which intensified the conflict 
further and led to politicization of the issue and 
provided the ground for the wars of 1967 and 1973. 

	¾ Creation	of	Israel: The establishment of the State of 
Israel in 1948, following the war, marked a significant 
turning point in the conflict. It led to the displacement 
of hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arabs and 
intensified hostilities between Israelis and Palestinians.

Present	Scenario:

	¾ West	Bank	 Issue: The Israel-Palestine conflict has 
continued for decades, marked by multiple wars, 
uprisings, peace talks, and ongoing violence. The core 
issues revolve around territory, refugees, Jerusalem, 
security, and recognition. The conflict has also been 
exacerbated by the construction of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank, which are considered illegal under 
international law.

	¾ Creation	 of	 Palestinian	 Liberation	Organisation	
(PLO):The PLO was created in 1964 for upholding 
the cause of Palestinians and providing for them 
the right to self-determination which waged many 
wars against Israel and involvement of neighboring 
countries made the issue multifaceted.

	¾ Hamas: Created in 1987, the organization has sought 
the help of violent means and warfare techniques to 
help the Palestinian cause of two-nation state and to 
restore their full fledged sovereignty in Gaza strip.       

Conclusion

While World Wars I and II did not directly cause the 
Israel-Palestine conflict, they set the stage for key 
developments that played a pivotal role in its emergence 
and continuation. The Balfour Declaration, Sykes-Picot 
Agreement, and the aftermath of World War II were 
instrumental in shaping the region’s geopolitical landscape 
and the ethnic, religious, and political divides that continue 
to fuel the conflict today. The issue is multi-faceted and 
deeply rooted, with historical events and ongoing disputes 
contributing to its complexity.



14 MAINS MARATHON 2024 (HISTORY, ART & CULTURE)

Note:

www.drishtiias.com/eng

15.	 	 Examine	 the	architectural	 evolution	during	 the	
Vijayanagara	 Empire	 in	 India,	 highlighting	 the	
distinctive	features	and	the	impact	of	this	era	on	
the	country’s	architectural	history.	(250	words)

Approach

	¾ Write an Introduction about the Vijayanagara Empire.
	¾ Highlight the different features related to the 

architecture of the Vijayanagara Empire. 
	¾ Mention the impact of the Vijayanagara Empire’s 

architecture over the architectural history of India. 
	¾ Write a conclusion.

Introduction:

The Vijayanagara	Empire,	which thrived in Southern	
India from the 14th to the 17th	century,	left a significant 
mark on the region’s architectural history. The architectural 
evolution during the Vijayanagara	Empire	can be observed 
through different periods, each characterized by distinctive 
features and styles.

Body:

Early	Period	(1336-1446):

	¾ Temples:
	� Hampi:	The capital of the Vijayanagara	Empire,	
Hampi,	became a center for monumental temple 
architecture. The Virupaksha	Temple,	dedicated 
to Lord	Shiva,	is a prime example of this period, 
displaying a mix of Hoysala	and Chalukya	styles.

	� Achyutaraya	Temple:	Known for its impressive 
pillared hall, this temple showcases an early 
Vijayanagara style with richly carved columns.

	¾ City	Planning:
	� Urban	Design:	The early Vijayanagara	architecture	

focused on city planning. The layout	of	Hampi	
reflects a well-organized city with designated 
areas for markets, residential spaces, and religious 
structures.

Mature	Period	(1446-1565):

	¾ Temples	and	Monuments:
	� Vitthala	Temple:	Known for its iconic stone chariot 

and musical pillars, the Vitthala Temple exemplifies 
the pinnacle of Vijayanagara architecture. The Raya 
Gopuram and the ornate carvings contribute to 
its grandeur.

	� Krishna	Temple:	This temple, dedicated to Lord	
Krishna, exhibits intricate carvings and a stepped 
pyramidal tower, showcasing the evolving Dravidian 
style.

	¾ Royal	Enclosures:
	� Lotus	Mahal:	A unique blend of Hindu	and Islamic	
architectural	 elements,	 the Lotus Mahal is an 
example of secular architecture during this period. 
It features a lotus-shaped dome and arches.

	¾ Forts	and	Military	Architecture:
	� Krishna	Deva	Raya’s	 Fort	Wall:	Strengthening 

defensive structures was an integral part of 
Vijayanagara	architecture.	The fortifications, like 
those built by Krishna	Deva	Raya,	played a crucial 
role in defense.

Late	Period	(1565-1646):

	¾ Religious	Architecture:
	� Virabhadra	Temple:	Constructed during the late 
Vijayanagara	period,	this temple displays a blend 
of Vijayanagara	and Nayaka	architectural	styles.	
The columns and sculptures continue the tradition 
of intricate craftsmanship.

	¾ Decline	and	Impact:
	� Sack	of	Hampi	(1565):	The empire faced a decline 

after the Battle	of	Talikota	 in 1565,	 leading to 
the destruction of Hampi. Despite the decline, 
Vijayanagara architecture continued to influence 
subsequent kingdoms in the region, such as the 
Nayakas of Madurai and Tanjore.

Impact	on	Architectural	History:

	¾ Innovation	in	Temple	Architecture:	The Vijayanagara 
Empire contributed to the evolution of Dravidian temple 
architecture, introducing new elements and styles.

	¾ City	Planning:	The organized layout of Hampi influenced 
later city planning in the region, serving as a model 
for subsequent urban developments.

	¾ Blend	 of	 Styles:	 Vijayanagara architecture is 
characterized by a fusion of various regional styles, 
showcasing a harmonious amalgamation of diverse 
cultural and artistic influences.

	¾ Military	Architecture:	The emphasis on fortified 
structures and military architecture influenced 
subsequent kingdoms in the Deccan region.



15 MAINS MARATHON 2024 (HISTORY, ART & CULTURE)

Note:

www.drishtiias.com/eng

Conclusion:

Despite the decline of the Vijayanagara Empire, its 
architectural legacy endured, impacting the cultural and 
historical landscape of Southern India. The surviving 
monuments stand as testaments to the empire’s grandeur 
and creative achievements.
16. 	 Discuss	 the	 significance	 of	 the	 Swadeshi	 and	

Boycott	 Movement	 in	 India’s	 struggle	 for	
independence,	 examining	 its	 impact	 on	 early	
nationalists	and	the	role	of	revolutionaries.	(250	
words)

Approach	
	¾ Write an introduction about the Swadeshi Movement 

and Boycott Movement. 
	¾ Mention its impact on the early nationalists.
	¾ Mention the role of revolutionaries.
	¾ Write a conclusion.

Introduction:

The Swadeshi	and Boycott	Movement, launched in 
India in the early 20th	century,	played a pivotal role in 
the country’s struggle for independence. This movement 
was a response to the partition	of	Bengal	in 1905	by the 
British colonial authorities. 

Body:	

The Swadeshi and Boycott Movement significantly 
influenced early nationalists and fostered resistance and 
unity among Indians:

Economic	Self-Reliance	(Swadeshi):

	¾ Promotion	 of	 Indigenous	Goods:	The Swadeshi	
Movement	aimed at promoting the use of Indian-made	
goods	and boycotting British-manufactured products. 
This was seen as a strategy to revive indigenous 
industries and foster economic self-reliance.

	¾ Nationalist	Consciousness:	By encouraging the use 
of Swadeshi goods, the movement instilled a sense 
of nationalist consciousness among the Indian 
population. It became a symbol of resistance against 
British economic exploitation.

	¾ Prominent	 Figures:	 Leaders like Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, and Lala Lajpat Rai actively 
supported and propagated the Swadeshi movement. 
They emphasized the economic aspect of nationalism 
and the need for self-sufficiency.

Boycott	of	British	Goods:

	¾ Symbol	of	Protest:	The boycott of British goods served 
as a powerful means of protest against oppressive 
colonial policies. Indians refrained from buying and 
using British-made products as a symbolic rejection 
of colonial rule.

	¾ Mass	 Participation:	 The movement saw broad 
participation from students, farmers, and urban middle-
class individuals, turning the boycott of foreign goods 
into a widespread, cross-sectional mass movement.

	¾ Impact	on	British	Economy:	The boycott had a tangible 
impact on the British economy. It led to a decline in 
the sales of British goods in India, forcing the colonial 
authorities to take note of the growing discontent 
among the Indian population.

Impact	on	Early	Nationalists:

	¾ Unity	among	Nationalists:	The Swadeshi and Boycott 
Movement played a crucial role in bringing together 
diverse political groups and individuals under the 
umbrella of a common cause. It marked the emergence 
of a unified nationalist movement.

	¾ Political	Awakening:	The movement contributed to 
the political awakening of the masses. People began 
to actively participate in political activities, and the 
demand for self-governance gained momentum.

	¾ Seeds	of	Civil	Disobedience:	The methods of protest 
employed during the Swadeshi movement, including 
non-cooperation and non-violent resistance, laid the 
groundwork for future campaigns, including Mahatma 
Gandhi’s civil disobedience movements.

Role	of	Revolutionaries:

	¾ While the movement initially focused on non-
violent resistance, it also fueled a more radical and 
revolutionary impulse among certain factions of the 
nationalist movement. 

	¾ The frustration with the apparent ineffectiveness 
of peaceful protests led to the rise of more militant 
revolutionary groups, such as the Anushilan	Samiti	
and	Jugantar, who advocated for armed resistance 
against the British.

Conclusion:

The Swadeshi and Boycott Movement marked a 
pivotal period in India’s fight for independence, fostering 
economic self-reliance and shaping political awareness. 
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The unity it generated set the stage for the larger 
nationalist movement, culminating in India’s independence 
in 1947.
17. 	 How	 did	 the	 First	World	War	 influence	 the	

Swadeshi	 and	 Boycott	Movement,	 and	what	
contributions	 did	 early	 nationalists	 and	
revolutionaries	make	during	this	critical	period	in	
India’s	freedom	struggle?	(250	words)

Approach:

	¾ Introduce by telling briefly about the broader impact 
of WW I on the Swadeshi and Boycott Movement 
and the wider role played by freedom fighters.

	¾ Write the influence of the First World War on 
Swadeshi and the Boycott Movement

	¾ Mention the role of the leaders 
	¾ Conclude by telling how it shaped the future 

trajectory of the freedom struggle.

Introduction:

World War I (1914-1918) had profound effects on 
India, fueling the Swadeshi and Boycott Movement as a 
key episode in the nation’s fight for independence. 
Triggered by economic hardships and a desire for self-
determination, this movement was led by early nationalists 
and revolutionaries who played a crucial role in shaping 
India’s resistance narrative during the war.

Body:

Influence	of	the	First	World	War	on	Swadeshi	and	
Boycott	Movement:

	¾ Economic	Disruptions:	
	� The war led to disruptions in the global economy, 

affecting India’s trade and commerce adversely.
	� The British government imposed economic policies 

that exacerbated the economic hardships faced 
by Indians.

	� Rising inflation and scarcity of goods fueled 
discontent among the masses.

	¾ Nationalistic	Sentiments:	
	� The war stirred nationalistic sentiments and a 

desire for self-reliance.
	� Indians felt betrayed by the imperial power’s 

failure to address their economic concerns during 
the crisis.

	� The need for self-sufficiency and self-governance 
gained prominence.

	¾ Revival	of	Swadeshi	Movement:	
	� The Swadeshi Movement, which initially emerged 

in response to the partition of Bengal in 1905, 
experienced a resurgence.

	� Indians were urged to promote indigenous products 
and boycott foreign goods.

	� The spinning wheel became a symbol of self-
sufficiency, popularized by Mahatma Gandhi.

	¾ Boycott	of	British	Goods:	
	� The call for the boycott of British goods gained 

widespread support.
	� Mass protests, public bonfires of foreign goods, and 

non-cooperation became integral to the movement.
	� Boycotting British goods became a form of 

nonviolent resistance against colonial rule.

Contributions	of	Early	Nationalists	and	
Revolutionaries:

	¾ Leadership	of	Mahatma	Gandhi:
	� Gandhi’s philosophy of nonviolent resistance 

(satyagraha) became the guiding principle of the 
movement.

	� He emphasized the importance of self-reliance 
and urged Indians to weave their own cloth using 
the spinning wheel.

	¾ Role	of	Bal	Gangadhar	Tilak:
	� Tilak’s call for “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall 

have it” resonated with the masses.
	� He inspired a sense of nationalism and resistance 

against British rule through his writings and 
speeches.

	¾ Contribution	of	Bipin	Chandra	Pal:
	� Pal’s efforts to unite the masses and promote 

indigenous industries contributed to the Swadeshi 
Movement.

	� He advocated for self-reliance as a means of 
breaking free from economic dependence.

	¾ Revolutionary	Movements:
	� Bhagat Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad, and other 

revolutionaries inspired by the idea of armed 
struggle against British rule made significant 
contributions.
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	� The Kakori Case, the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, 
and the Chittagong Armory Raid were notable 
instances of revolutionary resistance.

Conclusion:

The First World War catalyzed the Swadeshi and 
Boycott Movement in India, channeling the discontent 
of the masses into a unified struggle against British rule. 
The contributions of early nationalists and revolutionaries 
during this critical period laid the foundation for a more 
assertive and organized freedom movement in the years 
to come.
18. 	 Evaluate	the	impact	of	colonialism	on	Indian	art	

during	the	British	Raj.	(150	Words)

Approach

	¾ Write a brief introduction about Colonialism in India 
during British India.

	¾ Evaluate the impact of colonialism on the Indian Arts. 
	¾ Write a conclusion.

Introduction

The impact of colonialism on Indian art during the 
British Raj was profound and multifaceted, encompassing 
various aspects such as patronage, subject matter, style, 
and the socio-economic context. The period of British 
rule in India, from the mid-19th century to 1947, 
significantly influenced the trajectory of Indian art. 

Body

	¾ Patronage	and	Institutional	Changes:
	� The colonial period saw a shift in the traditional 

patronage system for art, previously centered 
around royal courts and local rulers. British colonial 
authorities redirected funds and support towards 
forms aligning with European tastes and aesthetics.

	� Institutions like art schools and academies were 
established under British influence. 
	z These institutions aimed to provide formal 

training, they often promoted Western artistic 
principles, leading to a shift in the educational 
landscape of Indian art.

	¾ Subject	Matter	and	Representation:
	� The colonial encounter influenced the subject 

matter of Indian art. Historical events, portraits 
of colonial officials, and scenes depicting the 
British colonial presence became prominent in 
the visual arts.

	� Indian subjects in art during the British Raj were 
often depicted with a Eurocentric perspective,

	¾ Syncretism	and	Adaptation:
	� Despite the challenges posed by colonialism, there 

were instances of syncretism and adaptation. 
	� Some Indian artists incorporated Western techniques 

and styles into their work, creating a hybrid form 
of artistic expression.

	� The Bengal School of Art, led by figures like 
Abanindranath Tagore and Nandalal Bose, sought 
to revive traditional Indian art forms while 
incorporating elements of Western art. 

	� This movement aimed to assert a sense of cultural 
identity in response to colonial influences.

	¾ Impact	on	Artistic	Techniques	and	Materials:
	� The introduction of Western artistic techniques, 

materials, and mediums had a lasting impact on 
Indian art. 

	� Oil painting, for example, gained prominence, 
replacing traditional mediums like tempera. This 
shift in materials influenced the visual aesthetics 
of Indian art.

	¾ Economic	Factors	and	Art	Market:	
	� The colonial period brought about significant 

economic changes, impacting the art market. 
Traditional patronage systems diminished, and 
artists often had to adapt to the demands of a 
changing market. This shift had implications for 
the choice of subjects and artistic styles.

Conclusion

The impact of colonialism on Indian art during the 
British Raj was complex, involving a mix of adaptation, 
resistance, and negotiation. While it led to challenges 
and changes in traditional artistic practices, it also paved 
the way for the emergence of new forms of artistic 
expression that sought to navigate the complexities of 
cultural identity in the colonial context.
19.	 	 Discuss	the	significance	of	the	Civil	Disobedience	

Movement	 in	 India’s	 freedom	movement.	 (150	
Words)

Approach

	¾ Write a brief introduction about the Civil Disobedience 
Movement.

	¾ Mention the impact of the civil disobedience 
movement on the freedom struggle.

	¾ Write a conclusion.
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Introduction

The Civil Disobedience Movement, which unfolded 
in India from 1930-1934, holds immense significance in 
the country’s struggle for independence. Spearheaded 
by Mahatma Gandhi, this nonviolent resistance campaign 
aimed to challenge British colonial rule and promote the 
principles of self-reliance, non-cooperation, and nonviolent 
protest. 

Body

Some of the main points of significance of the 
movement:
	¾ Mass	Mobilization	and	Unity:

	� The movement succeeded in mobilizing diverse 
sections of Indian society, including peasants, 
workers, students, women, and urban middle 
classes. This widespread participation fostered a 
sense of unity and national consciousness.

	¾ Challenge	to	British	Authority:
	� Civil Disobedience deliberately violated oppressive 

British laws, such as the salt tax, forest laws, liquor 
prohibition, and foreign cloth boycott. This act of 
defiance challenged the legitimacy and authority 
of the British colonial rule.

	¾ Advocacy	for	Complete	Independence:
	� By exposing the exploitative nature of British 

policies, the movement ignited a demand for 
complete independence or “Purna Swaraj” among 
the Indian populace.

	¾ Non-Violence	as	a	Powerful	Tool:
	� The movement showcased the power and 

effectiveness of non-violence as a weapon of mass 
struggle. Despite facing brutal repression and 
violence from British forces, Indians maintained 
moral superiority and courage by adhering to 
non-violent principles.

	¾ Influence	on	Subsequent	Events:
	� The Civil Disobedience Movement significantly 

influenced the course of the freedom movement 
and subsequent negotiations with the British 
government. It compelled the British to acknowledge 
the Indian nationalist movement as a serious and 
legitimate force.

	¾ Path	to	Independence:
	� The movement played a crucial role in shaping the 

trajectory of India’s struggle for freedom, paving 

the way for significant events such as the Gandhi-
Irwin Pact, the Second Round Table Conference, 
and ultimately contributing to India achieving 
independence in 1947.

Conclusion

The Civil Disobedience Movement, left an indelible 
mark on India’s struggle for independence. Through mass 
mobilization, non-violent resistance, and a demand for 
complete autonomy, it not only challenged British 
authority but also set the stage for crucial negotiations, 
ultimately paving the way for India’s freedom in 1947. 
20.	 	 Analyze	the	socio-political,	economic,	and	cultural	

factors	contributing	to	the	emergence	of	reform	
movements	in	modern	India.	(250	Words)

Approach

	¾ Write a brief introduction about the reform 
movements in modern India.

	¾ Mention the Socio-political, Economic and Cultural 
factors contributing to the emergence of the reform 
movement in modern India.

	¾ Write a conclusion.

Introduction

The reform movements in modern India, spanning 
the 19th	 and early 20th	 centuries, were driven by 
influences like colonial	rule,	social	injustices,	education	
spread,	 and	 nationalist	 fervor. They are aiming to 
modernize religions by discarding	rituals	and	social	ills,	
and seeking to revive the purity	of	Indian	religions	by 
returning to original	scriptures.

Body

Some of the socio-political, economic and cultural 
factors that contributed to the emergence of the reform 
movement in modern India are:
	¾ Socio-political	factors

	� The british introduced the english	language	and 
modern ideas of	liberty,	democracy,	and justice. 
For example, Raja	Ram	Mohan	Roy, the founder 
of the	Brahmo	Samaj,	was influenced by the ideas 
of the Enlightenment and the French	Revolution,	
and advocated for social	and religious	 reforms	
based on reason and humanism. He also opposed 
the oppressive policies of the British, such as the 
imposition of taxes and restrictions on the press.
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	� The religious	and	social	ills	that plagued Indian 
society, such as superstitions,	caste	system,	and 
the oppression	of	women.	For example, Ishwar	
Chandra	Vidyasagar,	a prominent leader of the 
Young	Bengal	Movement, fought for the abolition 
of child	marriage	and the legalization	of	widow	
remarriage, and also established schools	for	girls	
and lower	castes.

	� The growth of nationalist sentiments and the 
emergence of new economic forces, which 
challenged British rule and demanded more rights 
and representation for the Indians. For example, 
Bal	Gangadhar	Tilak,	a prominent leader of the 
Home	Rule	Movement,	advocated for self-rule	
and swaraj,	and also supported the peasant and 
worker	movements	against British exploitation .

	¾ Economic	factors
	� The impact of British	economic	policies,	which 

led to the decline of Indian industries, agriculture, 
and trade. For example, Dadabhai	Naoroji,	a 
prominent leader of the Indian	National	Congress,	
calculated the economic	drain	of	wealth	from India 
to Britain, and exposed the British exploitation and 
impoverishment of India .

	� The exploitation of Indian resources and labor by 
the British, which resulted in poverty,	famines,	and	
indebtedness.	For example, Mahatma	Gandhi,	
the leader of the Indian	National	Movement,	
launched the Champaran	 Satyagraha	and the 
Kheda	Satyagraha	to protest against the oppressive 
taxation and land revenue policies of the British, 
and to support the peasants and farmers who were 
suffering from famine and drought .

	� The emergence of a new middle class, which was 
educated,	urban,	and professional,	and sought	
social	and	economic	reforms.	For example, Gopal	
Krishna	Gokhale,	a prominent leader of the Indian 
National	Congress,	advocated for moderate and 
constitutional reforms, and also founded the 
Servants	of	 India	Society	 to train and educate 
the Indians for public	service	and social	welfare.

	¾ Cultural	factors
	� The spread of education	and	increased	awareness	

of the world, which provided a sense	of	pride	in	
India’s	past	glory	and a desire to reform its present 
condition. For example, Swami	Vivekananda,	the 
founder of the Ramakrishna	Mission, propagated 

the message of Vedanta and Hinduism, and also 
emphasized the need for social service and national 
regeneration .

	� The influence of modern	Western	ideas	and culture, 
which challenged the traditional values and customs 
of Indian society. For example, Rabindranath	Tagore,	
the founder of the Shantiniketan, introduced a 
new	system	of	education	that was based on the 
principles	of	freedom,	creativity,	and harmony, 
and also blended the best elements of the East 
and	the	West.

	� The revival	 of	 ancient	 Indian	 traditions	and 
thoughts, which inspired the reformers to restore 
the purity	and authenticity	of the Indian religions. 
For example, Dayanand	Saraswati,	the founder 
of the Arya	Samaj,	advocated for the reform	and	
revival	of	Hinduism	by going back to the Vedas, 
and also opposed the idolatry,	 casteism,	and 
ritualism	that had polluted Hinduism . Similarly, 
Syed	Ahmed	Khan,	 the founder of the Aligarh	
Movement,	advocated for the reform and revival 
of Islam by going back to the Quran.

Conclusion

The reform movements in modern India were 
instrumental in addressing societal injustices, promoting 
rationality, and fostering national identity. They were 
pivotal in laying the foundation for India’s struggle for 
independence and continue to inspire social change and 
progress in contemporary times.
21.	 	 Analyze	the	factors	that	led	to	the	decline	of	the	

Mughal	Empire	and	the	emergence	of	successor	
states	in	India.	(250	Words)

Approach:

	¾ Start the answer by introducing the Mughal Empire 
and its decline.

	¾ Discuss the factors that led to the decline of the 
Mughal Empire. 

	¾ Highlight the emergence of successor states in India 
after decline of Mughal Empire. 

	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction:	

The Mughal Empire, which existed from the early 
16th to the mid-19th century, was one of the most 
powerful and influential empires in Indian history, which 
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reached its zenith under Akbar, began to decline after 
his reign, leading to the emergence of several successor 
states in different parts of India. 

Body:	

Factors	That	Led	To	the	Decline	of	Mughal	Empire:	

	¾ Economic	Factors:
	� Agricultural	 Crisis:	The Mughal Empire faced 

agricultural stagnation due to factors like excessive 
land revenue demands, which led to the decline 
of agricultural productivity and rural prosperity.

	� Revenue	System:	The burden of the jagirdari and 
zamindari systems increased over time, leading to 
discontent among the peasants and a decline in 
revenue collection for the empire.

	� Decline	 in	 Trade	and	Commerce:	The Mughal 
Empire’s control over key trade routes was 
weakened by the emergence of European powers 
like the British, Dutch, and Portuguese, leading to 
a decline in revenue from trade.

	� Drain	of	Wealth:	The wealth of the empire was 
drained by the extravagant lifestyles of the nobility, 
the cost of maintaining a large army, and the outflow 
of precious metals for trade with European powers.

	¾ Administrative	Factors:
	� Weak	Successors:	The decline in the quality of 

leadership after Aurangzeb’s reign resulted in 
weak and ineffective rulers who were unable to 
maintain the unity and stability of the empire.

	� Decentralization	 of	 Power:	 The empire’s 
administrative structure became increasingly 
decentralized, with provincial governors gaining 
more autonomy, weakening the central authority 
of the Mughal Emperor.

	¾ Political	Factors:
	� Regional	Revolts:	Various regions within the empire, 

such as the Deccan, Bengal, and Awadh, started 
asserting their independence and challenging 
Mughal authority, leading to the fragmentation 
of the empire.

	� External	 Invasions:	The Mughal Empire faced 
invasions from external powers like the Persian 
and Afghan rulers, who exploited the empire’s 
weakened state to expand their territories.

	¾ Social	and	Cultural	Factors:
	� Religious	Intolerance:	The policies of Aurangzeb, 

who imposed restrictions on non-Muslims and 
persecuted other religions, alienated large sections 
of the population and led to internal strife.

	� Social	Heterogeneity:	The Mughal Empire was a 
diverse empire with a complex social hierarchy, and 
the failure to integrate different communities and 
castes led to social unrest and disunity.

Emergence	of	Successor	States:

	¾ Rise	of	the	Marathas:
	� The Marathas, under the leadership of Shivaji and 

later Peshwas, emerged as a formidable force in 
western India. 

	� Their guerrilla warfare tactics and strong 
administrative systems enabled them to challenge 
Mughal authority. 

	� The Marathas established their dominance over 
large parts of present-day Maharashtra and 
surrounding regions.

	¾ Expansion	of	Sikh	Power:
	� The Sikh Misls capitalized on the weakening Mughal 

Empire to assert their authority in Punjab. 
	� Led by charismatic leaders like Banda Singh 

Bahadur, the Sikhs organized themselves into 
military confederacies and carved out territories, 
laying the foundation for the Sikh Empire under 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

	¾ Rise	of	Regional	Powers:
	� Various regional powers, including the Nawabs 

of Bengal, Awadh, and Hyderabad, emerged as 
influential players in the post-Mughal era. 

	� These regional powers capitalized on the Mughal 
decline to assert their autonomy and expand their 
territories. 

	� The Nawabs of Bengal, for instance, gained 
significant economic and political power, challenging 
Mughal suzerainty.

	¾ European	Colonial	Intrusions:
	� The decline of the Mughal Empire also paved the 

way for European colonial powers to establish 
control over parts of India. 

	� The British East India Company, in particular, 
exploited the political fragmentation and economic 
instability to expand its influence, eventually 
leading to British colonial rule over the Indian 
subcontinent.
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Conclusion:

The decline of the Mughal Empire was a complex 
process influenced by economic, administrative, military, 
and socio-religious factors. This decline created 
opportunities for various successor states and European 
powers to assert control over different regions of India, 
shaping the course of Indian history for centuries to come. 
22.	 	 Discuss	 the	 significance	 of	 the	 Indus	 Valley	

Civilization	in	shaping	the	cultural,	economic,	and	
social	life	of	ancient	India.	(250	Words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by introducing the Indus Valley 
Civilization (IVC).

	¾ Discuss the significance of the IVC during ancient 
times. 

	¾ Analyze the relevance of IVC in shaping the cultural, 
economic, and social life of Ancient India.  

	¾ Conclude Suitably.

Introduction

The Indus Valley Civilization, also	 known	 as	 the	
Harappan	 Civilization, was one of the oldest urban 
civilizations in ancient India. It flourished in the Indus 
River basin, spanning present-day Pakistan, northwest 
India, and parts of Afghanistan and Iran. Lasting from 
around 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE, the civilization played a 
crucial role in shaping the cultural, economic, and social 
life of ancient India.

Body:

Cultural	Significance:

	¾ Urban	Planning:	
	� The IVC boasted meticulously planned	cities	like	
Mohenjo-Daro	and	Harappa, featuring well-laid 
out streets, drainage systems, and advanced water 
management techniques. 

	� Such planning set precedents for subsequent urban 
settlements in India.

	¾ Script	and	Communication:	
	� The presence of the Indus	 script	 suggests	 a	
developed	system	of	communication. 

	� While its decipherment remains elusive, it 
underscores the civilization’s advancement in 
language and writing.

	¾ Artifacts	and	Artistry:	
	� Artefacts	like	seals,	pottery,	and	figurines reveal 

a rich artistic tradition, depicting animals, human 
figures, and intricate patterns. 

	� This artistic legacy reflects the civilization’s aesthetic 
sensibilities and cultural depth.

	¾ Religion	and	Rituals:	
	� Archaeological findings indicate a	belief	system	
centered	 around	deities, ritual practices, and 
ceremonial sites. 

	� The presence of fire altars and figurines, such as 
Mother	Goddess	and	Pashupati	Seals, possibly 
signifies religious rituals, offering insights into 
ancient Indian spirituality.

Economic	Significance:

	¾ Trade	Networks:	
	� The IVC had extensive trade	 links	with	 regions	
like	Mesopotamia,	Central	Asia,	and	the	Arabian	
Peninsula, evidenced by the discovery of goods 
such as beads, ceramics, and metals. This trade 
facilitated cultural exchanges and economic 
prosperity.

	¾ Agricultural	Practices:	
	� The fertile plains of the Indus River supported 

agriculture, with evidence	of	wheat,	barley,	and	
cotton	cultivation. 

	� Advanced irrigation systems enabled efficient 
agricultural production, contributing to the 
civilization’s economic stability.

	¾ Craftsmanship	and	Industry:	
	� Skilled craftsmanship is evident in the production 

of pottery, metalwork, and textiles. 
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	� Specialized industries	 like	 bead-making	 and	
metallurgy	flourished, showcasing the civilization’s 
economic diversity and technological prowess.

	¾ Standardized	Weights	and	Measures:	
	� Discoveries of standardized weights and measures 

suggest a regulated system of trade and commerce. 
	� Such uniformity indicates a	well-organized	economic	
structure, facilitating commercial activities within 
and beyond the civilization’s borders.

Social	Significance:
	¾ Urban	Society:	

	� The presence of planned cities suggests a structured	
urban	society	with	governance	systems, public 
infrastructure, and social hierarchies.

	� This organized urban life fostered a sense of 
community and civic responsibility among the 
inhabitants.

	¾ Gender	Roles:	
	� Artifacts	 depict	 gender-specific	 roles, with 

depictions of male and female figurines engaged 
in various activities. 

	� While men were associated with hunting and 
warfare, women were likely involved in domestic 
chores and craft production, reflecting societal 
norms of the time.

	¾ Burial	Practices:	
	� Burial sites reveal insights into social	stratification,	
with	 variations	 in	 burial	 practices indicating 
differences in social status. 

	� The presence of grave goods suggests belief	 in	
an	afterlife	and	 societal	distinctions based on 
wealth and status.

Conclusion:

The Indus Valley Civilization stands as a testament 
to the ingenuity and achievements of ancient Indian 
civilization. Its cultural, economic, and social significance 
transcends time, shaping the trajectory of Indian history 
and influencing subsequent developments in the 
subcontinent. 
23.	 	 Discuss	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 Non-Cooperation	

Movement	on	India’s	struggle	for	independence,	
analyzing	 its	 strategies	and	consequences.	 (250	
words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by introducing the Non-Cooperation 
Movement.

	¾ Discuss the impact of the Non-Cooperation movement 
on India’s struggle for independence. 

	¾ Analyze the strategies and consequences of Non-
Cooperation Movement. 

	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction:

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922) marked 
a significant shift in India’s struggle for independence, 
initiated by Mahatma Gandhi. It aimed to unite Indians 
against British rule through nonviolent resistance, 
boycotts, and civil disobedience.

Body:

Strategies	of	the	Non-Cooperation	Movement:

	¾ Boycott	of	British	Goods:	
	� Indians were encouraged to boycott British goods 

and adopt Khadi (handspun cloth) instead.
	� This led to a significant decline in British textile 

exports to India, impacting their economy. It 
promoted self-reliance and the growth of indigenous 
industries.

	¾ Withdrawal	from	British	Institutions:	
	� People were urged to resign from government 

jobs, schools, and colleges.
	� This weakened British administration and 

institutions, disrupting their governance.
	� It demonstrated Indians’ willingness to sacrifice 

for the cause of independence.
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	¾ Civil	Disobedience: 
	� Nonviolent protests and disobedience were key 

tactics.
	� Examples include the Chauri Chaura incident where 

protesters turned violent, leading Gandhi to call 
off the movement briefly to maintain nonviolence.

	¾ Unity	among	Hindus	and	Muslims: 
	� The movement aimed to bridge communal divides 

and promote Hindu-Muslim unity.
	� This unity strengthened the national movement 

and created a sense of solidarity among Indians.

Impact	of	the	Non-Cooperation	Movement:

	¾ Political	Awakening: 
	� The movement sparked a wave of political 

consciousness and participation among Indians.
	� People from various sections of society, including 

peasants and workers, actively joined the movement.
	¾ British	Response:	

	� The British government implemented repressive 
measures to curb the movement, leading to mass 
arrests and suppression.

	� This highlighted the strength and determination 
of the Indian masses.

	¾ International	Attention: 
	� The movement garnered international attention, 

especially in Britain, where it raised awareness 
about Indian aspirations for freedom.

	� This increased pressure on the British government 
to consider Indian demands.

	¾ Emergence	of	New	Leaders:	
	� The movement provided a platform for new leaders 

like Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose 
to rise in prominence.

	� These leaders played crucial roles in the subsequent 
phases of the independence movement.

Consequences	of	the	Non-Cooperation	Movement:

	¾ Change	in	British	Policy:	
	� The movement forced the British to reconsider 

their policies in India.
	� The Simon Commission was appointed in 1927 

to recommend constitutional reforms, although 
it was boycotted by Indians.

	¾ Shift	in	Indian	Politics:	
	� The movement led to a shift in Indian politics 

towards more assertive and inclusive nationalism.
	� It laid the foundation for future mass movements 

like the Civil Disobedience Movement and the Quit 
India Movement.

	¾ Legacy: 
	� The Non-Cooperation Movement left a lasting 

legacy of nonviolent resistance in India’s struggle 
for independence.

	� It inspired future leaders and movements worldwide, 
including Martin Luther King Jr. in the United States.

Conclusion:

The Non-Cooperation Movement was a watershed 
moment in India’s struggle for independence, shaping 
the course of the freedom movement and leaving a lasting 
impact on Indian society and politics. It demonstrated 
the power of nonviolent resistance and the unity of 
purpose among Indians in their quest for freedom.
24.	 	 Examine	the	social,	political,	and	economic	factors	

leading	 to	 the	French	Revolution,	evaluating	 its	
long-term	significance	on	global	governance	and	
societal	restructuring.	(250	words)

Approach:

	¾ Start the answer by introducing the French Revolution.
	¾ Illustrate the social, political, and economic factors 

leading to the French Revolution.  
	¾ Evaluate its long-term significance for global 

governance and societal restructuring. 
	¾ Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The French Revolution (1789-1799) was a watershed 
moment in world history, marked by significant social, 
political, and economic upheaval. It was driven by a 
complex interplay of factors that had long-lasting effects 
on global governance and societal restructuring.

Body:

Social	Factors:

	¾ Social	Inequality:	The French society was divided into 
three estates, with the clergy and nobility enjoying 
privileges, while the common people faced oppression 
and poverty.
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	¾ Intellectual	 Enlightenment:	Enlightenment ideas, 
advocating for liberty, equality, and fraternity, 
challenged traditional beliefs and questioned the 
authority of the monarchy and the church.

	¾ Resentment	 Towards	Monarchy: The absolute 
monarchy under Louis XVI was perceived as oppressive 
and out of touch with the needs of the common people.

	¾ Inspiration	from	American	Revolution:	The successful 
American Revolution (1775-1783) against British rule 
inspired the French to seek their own liberation from 
monarchical rule.

Political	Factors:

	¾ Financial	Mismanagement:	The French monarchy’s 
financial mismanagement, including extravagant 
spending on wars and court expenses, led to a 
deepening economic crisis.

	¾ Failure	 of	 Estates-General:	The Estates-General, 
convened in 1789, failed to address the grievances 
of the Third Estate, leading to the formation of the 
National Assembly.

	¾ Formation	 of	National	 Assembly: The National 
Assembly, representing the Third Estate, proclaimed 
itself the legitimate government of France, marking 
the beginning of the revolution.

Economic	Factors:

	¾ Poor	Harvests:	Poor harvests in the late 1780s resulted 
in food shortages and soaring prices, exacerbating 
the plight of the common people.

	¾ Taxation	System: The tax burden fell disproportionately 
on the common people, while the clergy and nobility 
enjoyed exemptions, fueling resentment and discontent.

	¾ Bourgeoisie’s	Economic	Aspirations:	The bourgeoisie, 
comprising wealthy merchants and professionals, 
sought greater political power and economic 
opportunities, challenging the feudal system.

Long-term	Significance:

	¾ Democratization	of	Governance: The French Revolution 
catalyzed the transition from absolute monarchy to 
representative democracy, laying the groundwork 
for modern democratic principles and institutions.

	¾ Nationalism	and	Citizenship:	The revolution fostered a 
sense of national identity and citizenship, transcending 
traditional allegiances to the monarchy or local lords, 
contributing to the rise of nationalism worldwide.

	¾ Human	Rights	and	Social	Justice: The Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, promulgated 
during the revolution, enshrined principles of human 
rights and social equality, influencing subsequent 
movements for emancipation and civil rights.

	¾ Impact	on	Global	Governance:	The French Revolution 
inspired revolutionary movements in other parts of 
the world, including Latin America and the Caribbean, 
leading to the overthrow of colonial rule.

	¾ Societal	Restructuring:	The abolition of feudal privileges 
and the redistribution of land fundamentally altered 
the social landscape, albeit unevenly, paving the way 
for modern capitalist economies and social mobility.

Conclusion:

The French Revolution was a complex phenomenon 
driven by a combination of social, political, and economic 
factors. Its long-term significance lies in its impact on 
global governance, inspiring revolutionary movements 
and societal restructuring. The revolution serves as a 
reminder of the power of popular movements in bringing 
about change and shaping the course of history.
25.	 	 Discuss	the	challenges	and	strategies	involved	in	

the	integration	of	princely	states	into	independent	
India.	How	did	it	shape	post-independence	India’s	
territorial	integrity?	(150	words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by introducing the integration of 
princely states.

	¾ Discuss the challenges and strategies involved in the 
integration of princely states into independent India.

	¾ Highlight its impact on shaping post-independence 
India’s territorial integrity. 

	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction:

The integration of princely states into independent 
India was a complex process that posed several challenges 
and required careful strategies to ensure the territorial 
integrity of the newly formed nation. This integration 
was crucial for consolidating India as a unified nation-
state after gaining independence from British rule in 1947. 

Body:

Challenges	Faced:

	¾ Diverse	 Political	 Landscape:	 India was home to 
over 500 princely states, each with its own ruler and 
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administrative setup, leading to a highly fragmented 
political landscape.

	¾ Varying	Degrees	of	Cooperation: While some princely 
states willingly acceded to India, others were reluctant 
or outright opposed due to factors such as religious 
identity, historical grievances, or aspirations for 
independence, such as Junagarh, Kashmir, etc.

	¾ Strategic	Geopolitical	 Concerns:	Certain princely 
states, particularly those bordering other countries 
like Pakistan or China, held strategic importance, 
raising concerns about national security and territorial 
integrity.

	¾ Legal	Ambiguity:	The lack of a clear legal framework 
for the integration process complicated negotiations 
between the Indian government and the rulers of 
princely states.

	¾ External	Interference: Some princely states received 
encouragement or support from external powers, 
further complicating the integration process and 
posing challenges to India’s sovereignty such as 
Hyderabad etc. 

Strategies	Employed:
	¾ Diplomatic	Negotiations: Indian leaders, notably Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel, engaged in diplomatic negotiations 
with the rulers of princely states to persuade them 
to accede to India voluntarily.

	¾ Instrument	of	Accession:	The Instrument of Accession 
provided a legal mechanism for princely states to 
accede to either India or Pakistan, granting them 
autonomy in internal matters while ceding control 
over defense, foreign affairs, and communications 
to the Dominion of India.

	¾ Military	 Intervention: In cases where diplomatic 
efforts failed or when princely states faced internal 
unrest, the Indian government resorted to military 
intervention to enforce accession, as seen in the cases 
of Hyderabad and Junagadh.

	¾ Integration	Committees: Integration committees 
were formed to oversee the administrative integration 
of princely states into the Indian Union, ensuring a 
smooth transition and adherence to constitutional 
principles.

	¾ Political	Incentives: The Indian government offered 
political incentives such as financial assistance, 
representation in the Indian Parliament, and guarantees 
of cultural and religious autonomy to persuade princely 
states to accede to India.

Impact	on	Territorial	Integrity:
	¾ Creation	of	a	Unified	Nation: The successful integration 

of princely states into independent India played a 
crucial role in creating a unified nation-state with 
defined territorial boundaries, thereby strengthening 
India’s territorial integrity.

	¾ Preservation	of	 Strategic	Borders: By integrating 
strategically located princely states like Jammu and 
Kashmir, India was able to safeguard its borders and 
protect its territorial interests, particularly in regions 
prone to external threats.

	¾ Promotion	of	Unity	 in	Diversity: The integration 
process fostered a sense of unity in diversity by 
bringing together diverse princely states with varying 
cultures, languages, and traditions under the umbrella 
of the Indian Union.

	¾ Consolidation	 of	 Sovereignty: India’s successful 
integration of princely states demonstrated its ability 
to assert sovereignty and maintain control over its 
territory, enhancing its stature as a sovereign nation 
in the international community.

	¾ Legacy	of	Federalism: The integration process laid the 
foundation for India’s federal structure, wherein princely 
states retained some degree of autonomy within the 
framework of a unified nation, contributing to the 
country’s democratic ethos and pluralistic identity.

Conclusion:

The integration of princely states into independent 
India was a monumental undertaking that posed numerous 
challenges but ultimately contributed to the consolidation 
of India’s territorial integrity. Through diplomatic 
negotiations, legal frameworks, and strategic interventions, 
India successfully brought together diverse princely states 
to form a unified nation-state, laying the groundwork for 
its emergence as a sovereign, democratic republic on the 
global stage.
26.	 	 Discuss	 the	 role	 of	 classical	 Indian	music	 in	

preserving	cultural	heritage	and	fostering	national	
unity.	Provide	examples	of	its	influence	on	society.	
(250	Words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by introducing classical Indian 
music.

	¾ Discuss the role of classical Indian music in preserving 
cultural heritage and national unity. 

	¾ Illustrate examples of its influence on society.
	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.
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Introduction:

Classical Indian music is a complex and ancient form 
of music that has its roots in the Vedas, the oldest 
scriptures of Hinduism, dating back to around 1500 BCE. 
It is divided into two main traditions: Hindustani music, 
which is prevalent in North India, and Carnatic music, 
which is popular in South India.

Body:

Preserving	Cultural	Heritage:

	¾ Historical	Roots: Classical Indian music traces its 
origins to ancient scriptures such as the Samaveda, 
showcasing its deep historical roots and connection 
to Indian traditions.

	¾ Transmission	 of	 Knowledge: The Guru-Shishya 
parampara (teacher-disciple tradition) in classical 
music ensures the transmission of knowledge and 
skills from one generation to another, preserving the 
art form’s authenticity.

	¾ Maintaining	Tradition:	Classical music follows a strict 
set of rules and traditions, such as the Raga system, 
which have been passed down through generations, 
ensuring the preservation of India’s musical heritage.
	� For instance, the bhakti and sufi saints of medieval 

India expressed their devotion to the divine 
through devotional songs (bhajans) and qawwalis, 
transcending religious divides and promoting 
communal harmony. 

	� Similarly, modern-day musicians like A.R. Rahman 
and Zakir Hussain blend classical elements with 
contemporary genres, reaching wider audiences 
and bridging generational gaps.

Fostering	National	Unity:

	¾ Cultural	 Integration: Classical music serves as a 
common cultural thread that unites people from diverse 
backgrounds. It transcends regional, linguistic, and 
religious barriers, fostering a sense of national unity.
	� National	Anthem: The Indian National Anthem, 

“Jana Gana Mana,” composed by Rabindranath 
Tagore, is based on classical ragas, reflecting the 
influence of classical music on national symbols.

	¾ Inclusive	Nature: Classical music accommodates various 
regional styles and instruments, reflecting India’s 
cultural diversity. This inclusivity promotes harmony 
and understanding among different communities.

	� Classical music concerts and festivals, such as the 
Sawai	Gandharva	Bhimsen	Mahotsav and the 
Chennai	Music	Season, bring together artists and 
audiences from diverse backgrounds, promoting 
cultural exchange and understanding.

	¾ Celebration	of	Diversity: While promoting unity, 
classical music also celebrates India’s cultural diversity. 
Different styles, such as Hindustani and Carnatic, 
showcase the rich tapestry of Indian music, highlighting 
the beauty of its varied traditions.

Influence	on	Society:

	¾ Spiritual	and	Emotional	Enrichment: Classical music 
is known for its ability to evoke deep emotions and 
spiritual experiences. It enriches the lives of individuals, 
fostering a sense of peace and tranquility.

	¾ Social	 Cohesion:	Classical music often forms an 
integral part of social and religious gatherings, bringing 
communities together and strengthening social bonds.
	� Cultural	Festivals:	Classical music forms an essential 

part of cultural festivals such as Navratri, Diwali, 
and Durga Puja, demonstrating its integral role in 
Indian cultural celebrations.

	¾ Educational	 Value:	Apart from its artistic value, 
classical music has educational benefits. Studies have 
shown that learning music enhances cognitive skills, 
memory, and concentration.

Conclusion:

Classical Indian music serves as a beacon of India’s 
cultural heritage, fostering national unity, and enriching 
society. Its influence transcends boundaries, making it a 
powerful medium for cultural expression and social 
cohesion.
27.	 	 Discuss	the	rise	of	Jainism	and	Buddhism	in	India.	

How	do	the	teachings	of	Buddhism	and	Jainism	
intersect	and	diverge	 in	 their	approaches?	 (250	
words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by writing about the rise and 
spread of Buddhism and Jainism.

	¾ Compare the teachings and philosophy of Buddhism 
and Jainism. 

	¾ Illustrate using examples of converging and diverging 
teachings.

	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.
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Introduction:

Ancient India, around the 6th century BCE, witnessed 
a period of intellectual and spiritual transformation. The 
emergence of two influential religions – Jainism and 
Buddhism as responses to the limitations of the Vedic 
system, offered alternative paths to people for spiritual 
enlightenment.

Body:

Rise	of	Jainism	and	Buddhism	in	India:

	¾ Rise	of	Buddhism	in	India:	
	� Buddhism started in India over 2,600 years ago as 

a way of life that had the potential to transform 
a person.

	� The religion is based upon the teachings, and life 
experiences of its founder Siddhartha Gautam 
(Gautam Buddha), born in 563 BCE.
	z He was born into the royal family of the Sakya 

clan who ruled from Kapilvastu, in Lumbini 
which is situated near the Indo-Nepal Border.

	� At the age of 29, Gautama left home rejecting his 
life of riches and embracing a lifestyle of asceticism, 
or extreme self-discipline.
	z After 49 consecutive days of meditation, Gautama 

attained Bodhi (enlightenment) under a pipal 
tree at Bodhgaya, a village in Bihar.

	¾ Rise	of	Jainism	in	India:
	� Jainism came to prominence in the 6th century 

B.C. when Lord Mahavira propagated the religion.
	� There were 24 great teachers, the last of whom 

was Lord Mahavira.
	z These twenty-four teachers were called 

Tirthankaras-people who had attained all 
knowledge (Moksha) while living and preached 
it to the people.

	� Vardhamana Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankara, was 
born in 540 B.C. in a village called Kundagrama 
near Vaishali.

	� He practiced austerity for 12 years and attained 
the highest spiritual knowledge called Kaivalya 
(i.e. conquered misery and happiness) at the age 
of 42 years.

	� His missions took him to Koshala, Magadha, Mithila, 
Champa etc.

	¾ Reasons	associated	with	 the	 rise	of	 Jainism	and	
Buddhism	in	India
	� The rise of Buddhism and Jainism stemmed from 

dissatisfaction with the caste system and rituals 
of Vedic religion. Offering an egalitarian approach, 
focus on non-violence, and clear paths to liberation, 
they appealed to both the suffering public and the 
growing merchant class. Their simple teachings 
and royal support from further fueled their spread.
	z Great Emperors like Ashoka, Kanishka and 

Harshavardhana patronized Buddhism whereas 
Jainism gained patronage from the rulers of 
north India like the Chandragupta Maurya, 
Dhana Nanda, and Kharavela of Kalinga.

Comparison	of	the	teachings	of	Buddhism	and	
Jainism:

	¾ Similarities	between	 the	 teachings	of	Buddhism	
and	Jainism:
	� Focus	on	non-violence	(ahimsa): Central to both 

religions is the principle of avoiding harm to living 
beings.

	� Desire	for	liberation: Escaping the cycle of rebirth 
(samsara) and achieving enlightenment is a key 
goal in both traditions.

	� Ethical	conduct: Both emphasize morality, right 
living, and following a virtuous path.

	¾ Differences	between	 the	 teachings	of	Buddhism	
and	Jainism:
	� Severity	of	non-violence: Jainism takes ahimsa to 

a stricter extreme. Jains practice non-violence in all 
aspects of life, including avoiding even microscopic 
organisms by wearing masks while sweeping. 
Buddhists generally focus on non-violence towards 
larger beings.

	� Role	of	 deities: Buddhism doesn’t emphasize 
worshipping deities, focusing on individual effort 
for enlightenment. Jainism has several deities, but 
they are not seen as creators or saviors, but rather 
as beings who have achieved liberation themselves.

	� Social	 hierarchy: Jainism still has a monastic 
hierarchy with different sects. Buddhism emphasizes 
a more egalitarian monastic structure.

Conclusion:

Jainism and Buddhism, though born from similar 
circumstances, offered distinct paths to enlightenment 
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in ancient India. Both stressed non-violence, good conduct, 
and escaping rebirth. But Jains took non-violence to an 
extreme, while Buddhists focused on self-reliance. Despite 
these differences, both religions remain integral to Indian 
spirituality, influencing its ethics, social thought, and 
artistic traditions for centuries to come.
28.	 	 What	 are	 the	 diverse	 forms	 of	 Indian	 folk	

paintings?	How	do	 they	 reflect	 the	 rich	 cultural	
heritage	 and	 socio-cultural	 diversity	 of	 the	
country?	(250	words)

Approach:

	¾ Begin the answer by introducing the Indian folk 
paintings.

	¾ Discuss the diverse forms of Indian folk paintings. 
	¾ Analyze how they reflect the rich cultural heritage 

and socio-cultural diversity of the country.
	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction:

Indian folk paintings are a vibrant and diverse form 
of art that reflects the rich cultural heritage and socio-
cultural diversity of the country. They are characterized 
by their unique styles, techniques, and themes, showcasing 
the artistic traditions of various regions and communities 
across India.

Body:

Diverse	Forms	of	Indian	Folk	Paintings:
	¾ Warli	Painting:

	� Warli painting is one of the most well-known forms 
of Indian folk art, originating from the Warli tribe 
of Maharashtra. 

	� It is characterized by its simple, monochromatic 
motifs depicting daily life, animals, and nature, 
using geometric shapes like circles, triangles, and 
squares.

	¾ Madhubani	Painting:
	� Madhubani painting, also known as Mithila art, 

originates from the Mithila region of Bihar. 
	� Madhubani paintings often depict scenes from 

Hindu mythology, folklore, and rituals, showcasing 
the cultural traditions and beliefs of the region.

	¾ Pattachitra	Painting:
	� Pattachitra painting is a traditional art form from 

Odisha and West Bengal, known for its intricate 
details and narrative storytelling. 

	� Pattachitra paintings are often done on cloth or 
dried palm leaves, using natural colors and materials. 

	¾ Gond	Painting:
	� Gond painting is a tribal art form from Madhya 

Pradesh, characterized by its bold lines, vibrant 
colors, and intricate patterns. 

	� Gond paintings often depict flora, fauna, and 
mythological themes, showcasing the close 
relationship between tribal communities and nature. 

	¾ Bhil	Painting:
	� Bhil painting is an indigenous art form practiced by 

the Bhil tribe of Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Madhya 
Pradesh. 

	� It is known for its simple, yet expressive style, 
using dots and lines to create intricate patterns 
and motifs. 

	� Bhil paintings often depict animals, nature, and 
tribal life, reflecting the cultural traditions and 
beliefs of the Bhil community.

	¾ Santhal	Painting:
	� Santhal painting is a traditional art form practiced 

by the Santhal tribe of Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
and Odisha. 

	� Santhal paintings often depict scenes from daily 
life, nature, and tribal rituals, reflecting the cultural 
heritage and social life of the Santhal community.

Cultural	Heritage	Reflection:
	¾ Traditional	Themes	and	Motifs

	� Folk paintings often depict traditional themes 
and motifs that have been passed down through 
generations, reflecting the cultural heritage of 
specific regions or communities. 

	� These themes may include depictions of myths, 
legends, rituals, festivals, and historical events that 
are significant to the cultural identity of the people.

	¾ Regional	Variation
	� Different regions of India have their own distinct 

styles of folk painting, influenced by local customs, 
traditions, and landscapes. 

	� This regional variation reflects the diverse cultural 
heritage of the country, showcasing the unique 
artistic expressions of various communities across 
India.

	¾ Use of Indigenous Materials and Techniques
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	� Folk painters often use indigenous materials and 
techniques that are specific to their region or 
community. 

	� For example, artists may use natural pigments 
derived from minerals, plants, or clay, along with 
traditional tools such as bamboo brushes or palm 
leaves. 

	� These materials and techniques contribute to the 
authenticity of folk paintings and highlight the 
cultural practices associated with their creation.

Socio-Cultural	Diversity	Reflection

	¾ Depiction	of	Daily	Life
	� Folk paintings frequently depict scenes from daily 

life, portraying activities such as farming, fishing, 
hunting, and household chores. 

	� These depictions offer insights into the socio-
cultural practices, occupations, and lifestyles of 
different communities, showcasing the diversity 
of social norms and values across India.

	¾ Representation	of	Community	Values
	� Folk paintings often reflect the values, beliefs, 

and social structures of the communities that 
produce them. 

	� For example, paintings may depict themes such 
as family, community solidarity, respect for elders, 
and reverence for nature, offering glimpses into 
the cultural norms and social dynamics prevalent 
within specific groups.

	¾ Celebration	of	Diversity
	� Folk paintings celebrate the diversity of India’s 

cultural landscape by showcasing a wide range of 
themes, styles, and artistic traditions. 

	� From the intricate patterns of Madhubani paintings 
to the bold lines of Gond art, each form of folk 
painting contributes to the mosaic of India’s 
socio-cultural tapestry, highlighting the richness 
and complexity of its heritage.

	¾ Preservation	of	Cultural	Identity
	� Folk paintings play a crucial role in preserving and 

transmitting cultural identity from one generation 
to the next. 

	� By depicting traditional themes, motifs, and 
techniques, these paintings serve as visual records of 
cultural practices and beliefs, helping communities 
maintain a sense of continuity. 

Conclusion:

Indian folk paintings are a reflection of the rich cultural 
heritage and socio-cultural diversity of the country. They 
showcase the artistic traditions, beliefs, and lifestyles of 
various communities, highlighting the vibrant and dynamic 
nature of Indian art. Folk paintings not only serve as a 
form of artistic expression but also as a means to preserve 
and promote India’s diverse cultural heritage.
29.	 	 Examine	 the	 profound	 influence	 of	 Indian	

philosophy	and	tradition	on	the	conceptualization	
and	 formation	 of	 monuments	 and	 artistic	
expressions	throughout	India’s	history	(250	words)

Approach:	

	¾ Begin the answer by briefly mentioning Indian 
philosophy and tradition.

	¾ Elaborate on how Indian Philosophy and tradition 
impacted India’s monuments and artistic expressions 
in different phases. 

	¾ Illustrate using examples of related architectures 
throughout history.

	¾ Conclude as per the requirement of keywords.

Introduction:

Indian philosophy generally includes Hindu, Buddhist 
and Jain Philosophy, among others.

In India, the inseparable link between philosophy 
and religion has acted as a powerful inspiration for artistic 
expression. This influence is evident across the spectrum 
of religious structures, from the early Buddhist monuments 
to the grandeur of Hindu temples, and even in the 
mosques and churches built later, all reflecting the unique 
philosophical underpinnings of their respective faiths.

Body:

	¾ Early	Civilizations:
	� The Indus Valley Civilization (Harappan) displayed 

advanced urban planning and used symbols like the 
swastika, hinting at a well-developed philosophical 
and spiritual system, which influenced later 
Hinduism.

	¾ Vedic	Age:
	� The Varna system, established during this period, 

impacted social structures and influenced how 
cities developed. 
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	� Vedic texts explored philosophical concepts 
alongside rituals and beliefs. The worship of nature 
deities like fire and sky led to the creation of fire 
altars, still significant today.

	¾ During	the	rise	of	Buddhism	and	Jainism:
	� Cave paintings and sculptures in places like Ajanta 

and Ellora became powerful tools to depict the 
teachings of these philosophies.

	� Images of Buddha’s life cycles and Jain Tirthankaras 
serve as examples.

	� The ascetics belonging to Ajivika, Jainism, and 
Buddhism required places for meditation. Rock-
cut caves like Lomas Rishi, Ajanta or Ellora were 
carved out to provide a place of solitude for the 
monks and sages.

	¾ Ashoka’s	Reign:
	� Buddhist philosophy heavily influenced the design 

of Ashoka’s pillars and stupas. The pillar’s chakra 
symbolizes the setting in motion of the Dharma 
wheel, and the stupas’ chattra represents the 
Three Jewels of Buddhism.

	¾ Gupta	Period	and	Beyond:
	� Hindu temple architecture flourished, with distinct 

styles like Nagara, Vesara, and Dravida. Sculptures 
depicting stories and characters from Hindu epics 
and mythologies adorned the temples.

	� The Khajuraho temple’s territory is laid out in 
three triangles that converge to form a pentagon 
to reflect the Hindu symbolism for three realms 
or trilokinatha, and five cosmic substances or 
panchbhuteshvara.

	¾ Pallava	and	Chola	Dynasties:
	� Temples became central social hubs under these 

rulers. They built magnificent structures like 
the “ratha” temples of Mahabalipuram and the 
Kailashanathar and Vaikunthaperumal temples 
by the Pallavas.

	¾ Medieval	Period:
	� Mughal Emperor Akbar’s attempt to create a 

unified religion, Din-i-Ilahi, exemplifies the ongoing 
synthesis of philosophies. This blending of cultures 
led to new artistic expressions across various fields.

	¾ Modern	India:
	� While European architectural styles gained 

popularity during British rule, a unique Indo-
Saracenic style emerged, blending Indo-Islamic 
and European influences.

Conclusion:	

Indian philosophy has served as a constant source 
of inspiration for artistic expression throughout the 
country’s history. From the Indus Valley Civilization to 
the modern era, it has shaped the design of cities, 
monuments, and art, leaving behind a rich and diverse 
cultural landscape.
30.	 	 Discuss	the	significance	of	the	Vaikom	Satyagraha	

in	the	context	of	India’s	social	reform	movement.	
(150	words)

Approach:	
	¾ Introduce the Vaikom Satyagraha
	¾ Highlight its significance covering key personalities 

involved
	¾ Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Vaikom	Satyagraha, which took place in 1924-25	
in the princely state of Travancore	(present-day Kerala), 
was a significant event in India’s social reform movement. 
It played a crucial role in the struggle against	untouchability	
and	caste	oppression.

Body:	

Significance	of	the	Vaikom	Satyagraha:

	¾ Pioneer	 in	 Temple	 Entry	Movements:	 It was the 
first major mass	agitation	demanding the entry of 
lower castes into Hindu temples and surrounding 
roads, which were prohibited due to the notion of 
caste pollution. 
	� The issue of temple entry was first raised by 
Ezhava	 leader	T.K.	Madhavan in 1917, and the 
Indian	National	Congress later took up the cause 
of anti-untouchability.

	� It ultimately led to the Temple	Entry	Proclamation	
in	Travancore	(1936), allowing lower castes into 
temples and set the stage for subsequent temple 
entry movements across India.

	¾ Spotlighted	Non-Violent	Protest: The Satyagraha, 
led by figures like K.	Kelappan, employed Gandhian 
principles of nonviolent	 civil	 disobedience and 
peaceful	protest.
	� This lent greater legitimacy and momentum to 

the movement.
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	� It also gained nationwide attention and inspired 
future social reform movements.

	¾ Inter-Community	Unity: The movement brought 
together people from various religions and castes. 
Christian Leaders like George	Joseph	and social reformer 
E.V.	Ramasamy	(Periyar)	participated, showcasing a 
united fight against social inequality.
	� This solidarity was crucial for sustaining the 

movement for over	 600	 days, despite facing 
counter-agitations and violence from caste Hindus.

	¾ Foregrounding	Social	Reform:	Amidst the growing 
nationalist movement, the Vaikom Satyagraha brought 
social reform and the eradication of untouchability 
to the forefront of the political agenda. 

Conclusion:	

The Vaikom Satyagraha served as a catalyst for further 
reforms and laid the foundation for the constitutional	
abolition	of	untouchability in independent India.
31. 	 The	emphasis	on	Atma	Nirbhar	Bharat	resonates	

with	 the	 Swadeshi	movement.	 Compare	 and	
contrast	the	economic	goals	and	strategies	of	the	
Swadeshi	movement	with	contemporary	attempts	
to	promote	self-reliance.		(250	words)

Approach:	

	¾ Introduce by Swadeshi Movement and Atmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan

	¾ State their economic goals
	¾ Mention their strategies with examples
	¾ Conclude suitably.

Introduction:	

The pursuit of economic self-sufficiency is a persistent 
theme in India’s history. The	Swadeshi	movement and 
the contemporary attempts to promote self-reliance, such 
as the Atmanirbhar	Bharat	Abhiyan, share some common 
economic goals, but also have notable differences in their 
historical	context	and	strategic	methods.

Body:

Economic	Goals:

	¾ Swadeshi	Movement:	Primarily aimed to weaken the 
British economic hold on India. 
	� This involved	boycotting	British	goods, promoting 

indigenous industries, and reviving traditional crafts. 

	� It was a form of protest against colonial exploitation 
as a part of the Indian	Independence	Movement.

	¾ Atmanirbhar	Bharat:	Focuses on making India a self-
reliant	and	globally	competitive	nation. 
	� It aims to reduce dependence on imports, boost 

domestic manufacturing, resist	global	economic	
shocks and strengthen key sectors. 

	� It’s driven by a desire for economic	security and 
growth.

Strategies:

	¾ Swadeshi	Movement:
	� Boycott	of	British	goods, e.g., the burning of British-

made clothes and the boycott of British textiles, 
as demonstrated during the Non-Cooperation	
Movement	(1920-1922).

	� Promotion	 of	 indigenous	 products, e.g., the 
promotion of khadi and the establishment of the 
All	India	Spinners’	Association	by	Mahatma	Gandhi	
to encourage the use of Indian-made goods.

	� Reviving	and	promoting	 indigenous	 industries, 
particularly textiles, e.g., the Ahmedabad	Mill	
Strike	in	1917 to protest against the exploitation 
of textile workers by British mill owners.

	� Emphasis	on	self-reliance, e.g., the promotion of 
the “Swadeshi	Andolan” by Bal	Gangadhar	Tilak, 
which advocated for promotion of indigenous 
products.

	¾ Aatmanirbhar	Bharat:
	� Import	 substitution, e.g Atmanirbhar	 Bharat	
Package	announced during the Covid-19 pandemic 
to promote self-reliance and reduce import 
dependence.

	� Incentives	and	policy	reforms, e.g., the reduction 
of corporate tax rates and the introduction of 
the	Remission	of	Duties	and	Taxes	on	Exported	
Products	scheme to boost exports.

	� Developing	 supply	 chains, e.g., the National	
Logistics	Policy to streamline supply chains and 
reduce logistics costs, promoting local sourcing 
and reducing reliance on global supply chains.

	� Skill development and innovation, e.g., the Startup	
India	 initiative to foster entrepreneurship and 
innovation, and the Atal	 Innovation	Mission to 
promote innovation and entrepreneurship culture 
in schools and universities.
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Conclusion:	

The Swadeshi	movement	and Atmanirbhar	Bharat, 
though separated by a near-century, share the core ideal 
of “India	First” and	Economic	Self-reliance. While their 
methods differ, both movements highlight the importance 
of fostering domestic production and reducing dependence 
on external forces. 
32.	 	 The	Mauryan	Empire’s	 administrative	 structure	

has	 a	 significant	 and	 lasting	 impact	 on	 Indian	
governance.	Comment.	(150	words)

Approach:	

	¾ Introduce the answer with mentioning the time 
period of Mauryan Empire

	¾ Mention significance of the mauryan empire’s 
administrative structure

	¾ Conclude positively.

Introduction:	

The Mauryan	Empire, which ruled over a vast territory 
in the Indian subcontinent from	322	BCE	to	185	BCE, had 
a highly organized and efficient administrative structure 
that left a lasting impact on Indian governance. 

Body:	

Significance	of	the	Mauryan	Empire’s	
Administrative	Structure:	

	¾ Central	Administration	of	the	Maurya	Empire: The 
Mauryan Empire had a highly centralized administration 
with the king as the supreme leader, assisted by a 
council of ministers called	‘Mantriparishad’.	(Resembles	
Prime	Minister	and	Cabinet)

	¾ Provincial	Administration:	The empire was divided 
into provinces like Uttarapatha,	Dakshinapatha	etc., 
each with a capital city. (Like states/UTs)
	� Provinces were further split into districts	(Ahara, 

Janapada) administered by Rajukas	with Yuktas. 
(Like districts)

	� Districts comprised villages overseen by village 
heads and city superintendents for law & order. 
(Like	panchayats,	municipal	bodies)

	¾ Military	Administration:	The Mauryas maintained a 
vast, well-equipped professional army with infantry, 
cavalry, elephants, chariots and navy divisions. (Like 
Indian Armed Forces)

	� Senapati was the overall commander-in-chief of 
the military. (Like	Chief	of	Defence	Staff)

	¾ Economic	Administration:	The Samharta	was the 
chief	revenue	collector	and Sannidhata the treasurer.  
	� Taxes were levied on various sources like land, 

customs, irrigation, mines etc. (Like current tax 
system)

	¾ Espionage	System:	They are credited with establishing 
an elaborate espionage system to maintain law and 
order and gather intelligence.
	� Special officers, known as “Gudhapurushas”	or	
secret	 agents, were employed to monitor the 
activities of officials and the general public.

	� The	R&AW	Wing traces its origin to this. 

Conclusion:	

The	Mauryan	Empire’s	administrative	structure left 
an indelible mark on Indian governance and administration, 
serving as a blueprint for subsequent empires and 
kingdoms. Its legacy continues to resonate in modern 
India, shaping the country’s	governance	philosophy	and	
practices.
33. 	 Was	the	Sepoy	Mutiny	of	1857	merely	a	military	

rebellion,	 or	 did	 it	 reflect	 deeper	 social	 and	
political	anxieties	in	colonial	India?	(150	words)

Approach:	

	¾ Introduce the answer by signifying Sepoy Mutiny of 
1857 and reflecting the military grievances 

	¾ Highlight major driving factors to the rebellion
	¾ Conclude positively.

Introduction:	
The Sepoy	Mutiny	of	1857, also known as the Indian 

Rebellion or the	 First	 War	 of	 Indian	 Independence 
reflected deeper social,	political,	and	economic	anxieties	
prevalent in colonial India during that period.
	¾ Undoubtedly, military	grievances like lower pay and 

limited promotion opportunities for Indian sepoys 
compared to their British counterparts, acted as the 
immediate spark. However, the	rebellion	was	more	
than	just	a	military	uprising.

Body:	

Major	Driving	Factors:	
	¾ Socio-cultural	Factors:

	� British	Interference	in	Customs: The introduction 
of reforms such as the	abolition	of	Sati	(widow	
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immolation)	and the	policy	of	prohibiting	child	
marriage were perceived as an attack on traditional 
societal customs and values.

	� Fear	of	Cultural	Subjugation:	The Indian sepoys 
(soldiers) and civilians alike harbored concerns 
about the imposition	of	Christian	values	and the 
potential threat to their religious identities.

	� Use	of	Cow	and	Pig	Fat	 in	Cartridges:	The fact 
that the new cartridges used by the British were 
greased with	cow	and	pig	fat, deeply offended	the	
religious	sentiments	of	both	Hindu	and	Muslim	
sepoys, leading to widespread resentment.

	¾ Political	Factors:
	� Erosion	of	Power	and	Privileges	of	 the	 Indian	
Nobility:	The British policies of annexation, such 
as the	Doctrine	of	 Lapse	 ()and	 the	Subsidiary	
Alliance	 system, led to the loss of power and 
privileges for Indian rulers and the nobility, fueling 
their discontent. (e.g, e. Annexation was enforced 
in the	Satara	(1848),	Baghat	(1850),	Jhansi	(1853).

	� Expansionist	Policies	of	the	East	India	Company:	
The Company’s aggressive territorial acquisitions 
and interference	 in	 the	affairs	of	 Indian	states 
were perceived as a threat to the sovereignty and 
autonomy of Indian rulers.

	¾ Economic	Factors:
	� Economic	Exploitation: The East India Company’s 

policies of economic exploitation, such as the	drain	
of	resources	and	wealth	from	India	to	Britain, led 
to widespread economic discontent among the 
Indian population.

	� Impoverishment	of	Artisans	and	Weavers:	The 
influx of British manufactured goods and the 
decline	of	 traditional	 Indian	 industries,	 such 
as textiles, adversely affected the livelihood of 
artisans and weavers, fueling their resentment 
against the British.

	� Land	revenue	policies:	The British land revenue 
policies, such as the Permanent	Settlement	 in	
Bengal and the	Mahalwari	system	in	the	North-
Western	 Provinces, disrupted the traditional 
land tenure systems and adversely impacted the 
economic well-being of the Indian peasantry.

Conclusion:	

While the rebellion was ultimately quelled, it marked 
a	turning	point	in	British	policy,	leading to the	end	of	

the	East	India	Company’s	rule and the establishment of 
the British	Raj. The legacy of the Sepoy Mutiny lies in its 
role as a catalyst for the	Indian	independence	movement.
34. 	 Indian	cuisine	boasts	a	vast	array	of	flavors	and	

dishes	 influenced	 by	 regional	 geography	 and	
agriculture.	Examine.

Approach:	

	¾ Introduce the answer by highlighting the vast array 
of Indian cuisine

	¾ Highlight influence of Regional Diversity and 
Geography

	¾ Delve into influence of Agriculture
	¾ Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:	

Indian cuisine is a	culinary	kaleidoscope, where each 
region’s flavors are shaped by the interplay of geography,	
agriculture,	and	cultural	influences.	
	¾ The diversity of climates, terrains, and agricultural 

produce has given rise to a vast array of dishes, each 
with its distinctive character.

Body:	

Regional	Diversity	and	Geographical	Influences:

	¾ North	India: The fertile plains of the Ganges	River basin 
allow for the cultivation of wheat,	pulses,	and	root	
vegetables, forming the base for dishes like creamy	
dals	(lentil	curries),	buttery	rotis	(flatbreads),	and	
tandoori	delicacies cooked in clay ovens.

	¾ South	 India: With a long coastline and a tropical 
climate, South Indian cuisine leans heavily on coconut,	
chilies,	and	curry	leaves.	
	� Rice, the staple grain, is complemented by	seafood	
curries,	lentil-based	sambar,	and	paper-thin	dosas 
(fermented crepes). 

	� The Western	 Ghats contribute spices like 
cardamom	and	black	pepper, adding another 
layer of complexity.

	¾ Coastal	Regions:	Seafood plays a starring role in 
coastal cuisines. 
	� In Goa, Portuguese influences are evident in 
vindaloo	curries	and	use	of	vinegar.	

	� The eastern coast, from	Bengal	to	Odisha, features 
mustard	and	poppy	seeds	in	fish	curries.
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	¾ Eastern	and	Northeastern	 India: The verdant hills 
and valleys of this region showcase a unique blend 
of flavors.
	� Bamboo	shoots,	 fermented	soybean	(kinema),	
and	river	fish are common ingredients. 

	� Assam’s	 cuisine features the tangy and smoky 
“bhuna”	style	of	cooking.

	¾ Other	Influences:	Arid regions like Rajasthan rely on 
legumes,	lentils,	and	robust	spices	in their curries to 
enhance shelf life. 
	� The Himalayan regions feature hearty	stews	and	
momos	(dumplings) to combat the cold.

Agricultural	Influences:

	¾ Staple	Crops:	The staple crops grown in different 
regions have significantly shaped the local cuisines. 
	� Example: The	wheat-based	 cuisines	of	North	

India, like naan, roti, and paratha, are distinct 
from the	rice-based	dishes	of	South	India, such 
as idli, dosa, and vada.

	¾ Spices	and	Herbs:	India is renowned for its diverse 
array of spices and herbs, many of which are grown 
locally and integrated into regional cuisines, imparting 
unique flavors and aromas.

	� Example:	The Kashmiri cuisine is known for its 
liberal	use	of	 saffron	and	dry	 fruits, while the 
coastal cuisines incorporate coconut and curry 
leaves extensively.

	¾ Vegetables	and	Fruits: The availability of seasonal and 
locally grown vegetables and fruits has significantly 
influenced the recipes and cooking techniques of 
different regions.
	� Example: The Gujarati cuisine features dishes 

made with locally grown vegetables like bottle	
gourd, while the Bengali cuisine incorporates a 
wide variety of	leafy	greens.

	¾ Dairy	Products:	The production and consumption of 
dairy products like milk, yogurt, and ghee vary across 
regions, shaping the culinary traditions accordingly.
	� Example: The Punjabi and Haryanvi cuisine is 

known for its rich	use	of	butter	while the South 
Indian cuisine incorporates yogurt-based curries 
and accompaniments.

Conclusion:	
The vast array of flavors and dishes in Indian cuisine 

is a testament to the country’s	 rich	cultural	heritage,	
diverse	geography,	and	agricultural	bounty. Each region 
has developed its unique culinary identity, reflecting the 
interplay between local	ingredients,	climatic	conditions,	
and	cultural	traditions.
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