
 

      
  

Kerala Seeks Renaming to 

Source: IE

Recently, the Kerala Assembly unanimously passed a resolution asking the Centre to rename the state
as “Keralam’’ in the Constitution.

Article 3 of the Indian Constitution empowers the Centre to change the name of existing states
which also needs amendment in the name of the state listed under Article 1 of the
constitution.
Kerala is the English word for the Malyali Keralam and the earliest mention of the word can be
found in Emperor Ashoka’s Rock Edict II of 257 BCE which mentions “Keralaputra”.

Keralaputra in Sanskrit literally means “son of Kerala” which refers to the dynasty of
the Cheras, one of the three main kingdoms of southern India (the other two dynasties
being Chola and Pandya).

The demand for a united Malayalam-speaking state was first raised in the 1920s and after
independence, in 1949, the state of Travancore-Cochin was formed by integrating the two
Malayalam-speaking princely states of Travancore and Cochin.
Based on the recommendation of the State Reorganisation Commission, the state of Kerala was
finally created on a linguistic basis.

Read more: Statehood Demand

  
  

350th Anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji’s Coronation

Source: PIB

Recently, the exhibition depicting 115 oil paintings of Shivaji Maharaj was organised by the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) to mark the 350th

anniversary of the coronation of Chhatrapati Shivaji .

The paintings at the exhibition were created under the guidance of Padma Vibhushan
Babasaheb Purandare.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was crowned as the king of the Marathas on 6th June 1674, at
Raigad.

He was born on 19th February 1630 at Shivneri Fort in District Pune.
His father Shahaji Bhonsle was a Maratha general under the Bijapur Sultanate and his
mother was Jijabai. He took on the titles of Chhatrapati, Shakakarta, Kshatriya
Kulavantas and Haindava Dharmodhhaarak.

Read More:Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
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Srinagar Recognised as ‘World Craft City’

Source: IE

Recently, Srinagar has become the fourth Indian city to be recognised as a ‘World Craft City’ by
the World Craft Council (WCC).

Jaipur, Malappuram and Mysore are the other three Indian cities that have earlier been
recognised as World Craft Cities.
In 2021, Srinagar city was designated a creative city as part of the UNESCO Creative City
Network (UCCN) for crafts and folk arts.
Papier-maché, walnut wood carving, carpets, Sozni embroidery and Pashmina and Kani
shawls are some of the crafts from Srinagar.
WCC-World Craft City Programme:
It was launched in 2014 by the World Crafts Council AISBL (WCC-International) to recognise
the pivotal role local authorities, craftspeople, and communities play in crafts
development across the world.
The WCC-International was founded in 1964 and Smt Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, being one of
the founding members, attended the 1st WCC General Assembly.

Smt Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay founded the Craft Council of India in 1964 to protect
and enhance India’s craft heritage.

Read More: Srinagar: UNESCO Creative Cities Network

  
  

Maternity Leave for Surrogates

Source: TH

Why in News?

Recently, the Government has notified an amendment to Central Civil Services (Leave) Rules, 1972
to grant maternity leave and other benefits to government employees in case of children born
through surrogacy.

This move aims to address the existing gap in the leave policies for government employees
who opt for surrogacy.

What are the Provisions of Notified Amended Rules?

Maternity Leave for Surrogate and Commissioning Mothers: It allows women government
employees who have children through surrogacy to avail 180 days of maternity leave.

This includes both the surrogate mother and the commissioning mother (the
intended mother) with less than two surviving children.

Paternity Leave for Commissioning Fathers: The new rules also grant 15 days of paternity
leave to the "commissioning father" (the intended father) who is a male government servant
with less than two surviving children.

This leave can be availed within 6 months from the date of delivery of the child.
Child Care Leave for Commissioning Mothers:

Additionally, the commissioning mother with less than two surviving children is eligible for
childcare leave, as per the existing provisions in the Central Civil Services (Leave)
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What is Surrogacy and Related Regulation?

About:
It is a practice where a woman gives birth to a child for an intended couple with the
intention to hand it over to them after the birth.
It is permitted only for altruistic purposes or for couples who suffer from proven
infertility or disease.
Surrogacy is prohibited for commercial purposes such as sale, prostitution or any other
forms of exploitation.
A child born through surrogacy will be deemed to be the biological child of the couple.
Abortion of such a fetus is allowed only with the consent of the surrogate mother
and the authorities as per provisions of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 2021.

Criteria:
To avail of surrogacy, a couple should be married for at least 5 years , with the wife
aged between 25-50 and the husband between 26-55.
They should not have any living child unless the child has disabilities or a life-
threatening illness.
The couple must also have certificates of eligibility and essentiality, proving
infertility and a court order for parentage and custody of the surrogate child.
Additionally, the intended couple must provide insurance coverage for the surrogate
mother for 16 months.

Criteria for Surrogate Mother:
She must be a close relative of the couple, a married woman with her own child, aged
25-35, and have only been a surrogate once.
She also needs a certificate of medical and psychological fitness for surrogacy.

Regulation:
The National Surrogacy Board and State Surrogacy Boards are responsible for
regulating surrogacy clinics and enforcing standards.
The Act prohibits practices like commercial surrogacy, embryo selling, and
exploitation or abandonment of surrogate mothers or children . Violations can lead
to imprisonment for up to 10 years and a fine of Rs. 10 lakh.

Laws Related to Surrogacy:

Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021
Surrogacy (Regulation) Rules, 2022
Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) (Regulation) Act, 2021
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Read more: Assisted Reproductive Technology, Surrogacy (Regulation) Act 2021

UPSC Civil Services Examination, Previous Year Question

Q. In the context of recent advances in human reproductive technology, “Pronuclear Transfer”
is used for (2020)

(a) fertilisation of egg in vitro by the donor sperm
(b) genetic modification of sperm producing cells
(c) development of stem cells into functional embryos
(d) prevention of mitochondrial diseases in offspring

Ans: (d)

  
  

Schedules in the Indian Constitution
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Read More: Fifth Schedule, Sixth Schedule, Eighth Schedule, Ninth Schedule, Tenth Schedule
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