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Q. Analyze the impact of compassion on policy making and its importance in addressing the needs of
vulnerable populations. (150 words)
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Approach

Introduce the answer by defining Compassion.
Delve into the benefits of compassion on policy-making and fulfilling the needs of vulnerable
populations.
Highlight the limitations of compassion on policy-making and fulfilling the needs of vulnerable
populations.
Conclude Suitably.

Introduction

Compassion involves feeling another person's pain and wanting to take steps to help relieve their
suffering.It is often seen as an emotional quality. However, in policymaking, it emerges as a powerful tool
for crafting effective and inclusive solutions and addressing the needs of vulnerable populations.

Body

Impacts of Compassion on Policy-making :

Shifting Focus from Statistics:
Compassion compels policymakers to move beyond mere statistics and economic
considerations.
It allows them to see the human faces behind the data, understanding the lived
experiences of those most affected by policies. This can lead to more targeted and humane
interventions.

Example: Compassion may lead to a policy shift from simply providing homeless
shelters to addressing the root causes of homelessness, such as mental health
issues or lack of affordable housing.

Encourages Inclusivity:
Compassion encourages policymakers to actively engage with vulnerable populations,
understanding their needs and aspirations.

Example: Consulting with disability rights groups while making policies ensures the
needs of the disabled community are directly addressed in the policy.

Role of Compassion in Fulfilling the Needs of Vulnerable Populations:

Prioritizing Basic Rights of Vulnerable Population:
Compassion ensures that policies prioritize basic human rights like access to healthcare,
education, and sanitation, particularly for those who struggle to access them.

Example: The Right to Education Act in India can be said to be an example of
compassionate policy-making.This act prioritizes free and compulsory education for



children, addressing the needs of underprivileged communities.
Promoting Social Justice:

Compassionate policies aim to bridge inequalities and create a more just society. This can
involve affirmative action programs or social safety nets to protect the most vulnerable.

Example: To reduce social inequality in India, National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (NREGA) guarantees 100 days of wage employment to rural
households, offering a safety net for vulnerable populations.

Conclusion

Compassion is not a weakness, but a strength in policymaking. By incorporating this important element,
we can make policies that are not only effective but also humane, uplifting the lives of vulnerable
populations. There is a need to cultivate compassion in policymaking, fostering a world where everyone
thrives.
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