Mains Practice Question

Q. Analyze the challenges posed by regionalism to national integration and governance, highlighting its
implications on political stability and socio-economic development. (250 words)
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Approach

= |Introduce by defining Regionalism

Mention challenges posed by Regionalism

Delve into implications of Regionalism on political stability and socio-economic development.
Suggest measures to tackle regionalism

Conclude on a positive note suggesting regional integration.

Introduction

Regionalism refers to the exaggerated attachment to one's own region or state, often at the cost of
national interests. It often involves advocating for greater autonomy, control, or decision-making
power for the region, based on its unique cultural, economic, historical, or geographical characteristics.

Body
Challenges Posed by Regionalism:

= Demand for Autonomy/Separatism: Regionalism can fuel demands for greater autonomy or
even secession, as seen in states like Punjab (Khalistan movement), and the Northeast
(Naga insurgency, Bodoland movement), threatening national unity and territorial integrity.

= Ethnic/Linguistic Conflicts: The assertion of regional identities based on ethnicity or language
can lead to conflicts, as witnessed in Manipur (Kuki-Meitei conflict), Assam (Bodo-Bengali
clashes), Sri Lanka (Tamil minority issue)

= Power-sharing Issues: Regionalism makes power-sharing between the Center and states
complex, often leading to friction over resource allocation, policy implementation, as seen in the
long-standing disputes between the Center and states like Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

= Policy Implementation Hurdles: Regional parties in power may prioritize regional interests over
national interests, hindering the effective implementation of policies and programs by the Central
government.

o For instance, such as the resistance faced by the National Education Policy 2020 in
some states.

= Politicization of Bureaucracy: The demand for greater representation and autonomy can lead
to the politicization of bureaucracy and governance structures along regional lines, as witnessed
in states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

Implications of Regionalism:
= Political Stability:

o Frequent Elections and Unstable Governments: The rise of regional parties can lead
to fragmented mandates, frequent elections, and unstable coalition governments at the



Center, hampering long-term policy planning and implementation, as seen in the frequent
changes of government at the Center in the late 1990s.

o Law and Order Issues: Regionalism can fuel protests, agitations, and law and order
issues, potentially leading to the erosion of state authority and the misuse of central
forces, as witnessed during the Gorkhaland agitation in West Bengal.

o External Interference: Regions with cross-border ethnic or linguistic ties may become
vulnerable to external interference, posing security challenges for the nation, as seen
in the alleged influence of China and Myanmar in the Northeast insurgency.

Socio-economic development:

o Uneven Development: Regionalism can cause unequal distribution of resources, leading
to development disparities like those seen in Maharashtra and Karnataka where some
regions thrive while others are neglected.

o Brain Drain: Perceived discrimination can trigger the migration of skilled professionals
from certain regions, leading to a brain drain as witnessed in states like Kerala.

Measures to Tackle Regionalism:

Promoting National Integration through Education: Revise school and college curricula to
emphasize unity, diversity, and national pride, promote cultural exchange programs like Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, and encourage student interactions across regions via initiatives like
National Integration Tours.

Balanced Regional Development: Address economic disparities by allocating resources
equitably, establish central institutions in underdeveloped regions like lITs, 1IMs, and AIIMS and
focus on development programs for underprivileged districts.

Strengthening Cooperative Federalism: Empower states with fiscal autonomy, engage in
collaborative policy-making through bodies like NITI Aayog and Inter-State Council.
Leveraging Technology: Increase the adoption of digital platforms like PRAGATI for
governance and provide real-time grievance redressal through CPGRAMS, enhancing
connectivity between the Center and remote regions.

Cultural Diplomacy: Celebrate diversity through national cultural festivals, promote inter-
regional tourism through campaigns like Dekho Apna Desh, and foster cross-cultural
understanding through events like Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.

Smooth Inter-Regional Mobility: Safeguard linguistic and cultural rights, ensure fair
representation in central institutions, and promote inter-regional mobility and job opportunities
via National Career Service.

Conclusion

Balancing regional aspirations with national interests is key for India's stability, social harmony, and
inclusive development. This involves promoting national identity, addressing regional issues

through dialogue and decentralization, and embracing cooperative federalism to tackle challenges
from regionalism.
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