
  
  

Strategy for UPSC CSE Prelimnary Examination - 2024
"Believe you can and you're halfway there." - Theodore Roosevelt

Prelims 2024 is around the corner. Most aspirants are by now in the preparation mode - reading books,
making notes, taking classes, attempting mock tests and most importantly preparing themselves
psychologically for this exam. We would like to share some advice garnered from our years of experience
helping thousands of aspirants.

Here's a comprehensive guide to help you ace the UPSC Prelims:

1. Previous Years' Questions (PYQs): Your North Star

Develop a comprehensive understanding of the UPSC Prelims syllabus, as it will steer your entire
preparation journey. Thoroughly review the syllabus to grasp the exam's requirements.
Examining PYQs familiarizes you with the question formats, recurring themes, and the weightage
given to different topics across the syllabus.

PYQs reveal the topics that UPSC revisits frequently. This allows you to prioritize these
areas and optimize your time investment.
Solving PYQs under timed conditions helps develop a strategic approach to time
management during the actual exam.

2. Crafting a Personalized Study Plan:

There's no one-size-fits-all approach. Design a study plan that caters to your strengths,
weaknesses, and available time.
Allocate realistic time slots for each subject, ensuring you include time for revision. Remember,
consistent revision is crucial to acing this exam.
Be flexible and adapt your plan as needed throughout your preparation.

3. Building a Strong Foundation:

NCERT textbooks are gold! Lay a strong foundation with these lucid and comprehensive resources.
PYQs have time and again shown the importance of NCERTs for example, every year at
least 2 to 3 questions in the Polity section are asked directly from the 11th class NCERTs
(Indian Constitution at Work and Political Theory).

Supplement them with standard reference books for in-depth understanding of specific topics.

4. Taming the Current Affairs Beast:

Current affairs are dynamic and essential for the Prelims exam, as UPSC often asks questions
about topics that have been in the news

For example, questions related to geographical locations in the Prelims are drawn from
Current Affairs.
With limited time remaining for the exam, consider referring to Drishti IAS's yearly Current
Affairs compilations or similar sources to revise current affairs.

5. Don't Neglect the CSAT (GS-2) Paper:
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The CSAT paper tests your aptitude in reasoning, comprehension, decision-making, and basic
numeracy.
The CSAT (GS - 2) paper in 2023 surprised many aspirants, leading to disappointment for some
who couldn't clear the prelims exam despite scoring well in GS - 1.

To prepare for CSAT, practice previous years' papers and make use of mock tests.

6. Revision is Key:

Regularly revise completed topics to ensure knowledge retention. Techniques like spaced
repetition and active recall can be helpful.
Maintain short notes or mind maps for quick revision closer to the exam.

7. Limit your Sources:

Don't get overwhelmed by the piles of study materials! With limited time left, focus on revising
what you already have.
Remember: quality over quantity. Revisiting a single book 3-4 times is far more effective than
skimming through multiple books once.

8. Mock Tests: Your Dress Rehearsal for Success:

Take mock tests regularly to simulate the exam environment and identify areas for improvement.
Analyze your performance after each test, understand your strengths and weaknesses, and work
on them strategically.

Remember, cracking UPSC Prelims requires a three-pronged approach: a well-structured plan,
consistent effort, and the right resources. By following the guidance outlined above and staying
focused, you'll be well on your way to achieving your dream career as a civil servant. We'd like to
emphasize a few additional success mantras:

Minimize distractions. Reduce screen time on phones, TVs, and computers. Utilize technology
strategically for exam preparation only.
Master the art of focused work. Learn to "unitask" – concentrate fully on one thing at a time.
This focused approach will significantly enhance your learning and retention.
Find joy in the journey. It's a well-known fact that enjoyment fuels success. Cultivate a sense of
enjoyment in the UPSC preparation process itself. When you find the learning process engaging,
your chances of success soar!

As Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam aptly said, “To succeed in your mission, you must have single-minded devotion to
your goal." Approach your UPSC preparation with this spirit, and you'll be unstoppable.

You can refer to these programs for free mock practice:

Path to Prelims-2024           SAMBHAV-2024          CSAT Practice Quiz
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