Prayagraj on the Verge of an Epidemic after Kumbh

= The NGT has reported the sad state of solid waste management during the months-long religious
gathering of Kumbh.

Issues raised

= Inadequate sewage treatment plant in the city to treat such a large amount of solid
waste. The NGT report said 60,000 metric tonnes (mt) of the untreated solid waste get collected
at the Baswar solid waste treatment plant. Out of this, 18,000 mt wastes was generated at the
Kumbh Mela even as the plant was not operational since September 2018.

o The inadequate sewage treatment capacity of the district—around 254 million liters per
day (MLD)—is not enough to tackle half of the sewage generated during the Mela.

= Issue of dirty water from toilets was being collected in kutcha pits. It will impact the
groundwater quality, environment as well as human health.

= The NGT report predicted a rise'in cases of acute diarrhea, enteric fever, viral hepatitis,
and cholera.

= Pucca constructions were being raised at flood plains.

= No effective planning for the protection of the environment and pollution control was
made for the Maha Kumbh Mela.

= Raised the question over the use of geo-tube technology for filtering sewage waste before
letting it enter the river, which has failed to solve the problem of solid waste:

= Based on the findings of the report the NGT has pulled up the state administration over the
inadequate arrangement, poor management of the event.

Geotube

= A Geotube container is a geotextile dewatering solution made from specially designed,
dual filament, polypropylene fabric and is fabricated to the requirements of each specific
project.

= Geotube technology provides simple, low maintenance, and cost-effective solution for the
dewatering needs of many industries.
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