Lac cultivation got the Status of Agriculture
Why in News?

On 17 April 2023, in the cabinet meeting chaired by Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren, it was agreed
to give agriculture status to lac cultivation in the state.

Key Points

= Cabinet Secretary Vandana Dadel said that about five lakh farmer families in 12 districts of the
state including Khunti, Gumla, Singhbhum, Latehar, Garhwa, and Hazaribagh districts will be
benefited by getting the agriculture status to Lah.

= Significantly, the state of Jharkhand ranks firstiin the country in the production of lacquer. Lac
cultivation is done the most in Jharkhand because the farmers here have enough resources to
cultivate lac, which helps them a lot in doing this farming. Apart from this, the weather of
Jharkhand is also good for lac cultivation.

= According to statistics, 15-16 thousand tonnes of lac are produced in the state of Jharkhand every
year. This farming is a great source of livelihood for most of the people here. The farmers
associated with lac cultivation get 25 percent of their total income from lac only.

= |t is known that.lac or lacquer is a natural resin, which is why it is called 'Nature's Boon'. Lac
insects are very subtle and provide us with financial help by producing lac from their body. Lac in
scientific language is called 'Lacifer Lakha'.
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