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Day 63: In what ways,do North Indian rivers differ from Peninsular rivers? (150 words)
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Approach / Explaination / Answer

Give a brief significance about Indian rivers.
Discuss the distinct characteristics of Indian rivers and Peninsular rivers.
Conclude suitably.

Introduction

North Indian rivers and Peninsular rivers in India hold immense significance for the country's geography
and ecology. These rivers are integral to India's socio-economic and cultural fabric, supporting agriculture,
energy generation, transportation, and providing vital ecosystems.

Body

North Indian rivers and Peninsular rivers exhibit distinct characteristics:

Characteristics North Indian Rivers Peninsular Rivers
Origin These rivers primarily originate

from the Himalayan mountain
range such as Ganges, Yamuna,
Brahmaputra, and their
tributaries.

Peninsular rivers originate within
the peninsular plateau, such as
the Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri, and
Mahanadi.

Flow These rivers have a steep
gradient and fast flow due to their
mountainous origin.

Peninsular rivers have a relatively
gentler gradient, resulting in a
slower flow.

Topography They often create deep valleys
and canyons as they flow through
the plains.

They form broader valleys and
exhibit meandering patterns in
the plains.

Seasonal Flow Perennial Flow with seasonal
variations.

Mostly dependent on monsoons.

Delta Formation Sundarbans Delta formed by Deltas along the eastern coast



Ganges and Brahmaputra. (e.g., Godavari, Krishna).

Hydroelectric Potential Significant potential due to the
fast flow of water.

Lower Potential due to
inconsistent flow of water.

Sediment Load High sediment load due to
mountainous origin.

Lower sediment load due to less
rugged topography.

Conclusion

Understanding the differences between North Indian rivers and Peninsular rivers is pivotal for effective
water resource management, sustainable agriculture, and maintaining ecological balance in the diverse
regions of India.
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