Jharkhand's Dr Janum Singh Soy Selected for Padma Shri |
Jharkhand | 27 Jan 2023

Why In News?

On January 25, 2023, the President announced the country's highest civilian awards 'Padma Awards' for
the year 2023 on the eve of Republic Day. Among them, Dr. Janum Singh Soy of Jharkhand has been
selected for the Padma Shri award.

Key points

For the year 2023, the President has approved the conferment of 106 Padma Awards, including
three dual cases (in a dual case, the award is counted as one).

The list includes 6 Padma Vibhushan, 9 Padma Bhushan and 91 Padma Shri awardees. The list of
awardees includes 19 women and 2 persons from the category of Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and 7
posthumous awardees.

Retired Prof from Kolhan University, Jharkhand. Dr. Janum Singh Soy has been selected for Padma
Shri for his remarkable contribution in the preservation and promotion of 'Ho' language. Dr. Soy
has been involved in the preservation and promotion of the 'Ho' language for the last four decades.
He has also written six books on the culture and lifestyle of the 'Ho' tribe.

Significantly, Padma award is included in the highest civilian awards of the country. The Padma
awards are given in three categories - Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. The
awards are announced on Republic Day every year.

The awards, social work public affairs science and engineering are given in the fields of various
disciplines trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports, civil service etc/activities
such as art.

'Padma Vibhushan' is awarded for exceptional and distinguished service, 'Padma Bhushan' for
distinguished service of high order and 'Padma Shri' for distinguished service in any field.

These awards are presented by the President of India in ceremonial ceremonies which are usually
held at Rashtrapati Bhavan around March/April every year.

Coarse Grain Cultivation will get a Boost in Jharkhand | Jharkhand |
27 Jan 2023

Why In News?

On January 26, 2023, the Jharkhand Agriculture Department has decided to promote millets as well in the
light of the order of the Government of India. For this, the unit committee of the department has now
planned of Rs 10 crore.

Key points



= |n this scheme, a plan has been prepared to promote the production of coarse grains in different
districts of Jharkhand in the coming years. There are full possibilities to promote the production of
coarse cereals in the state. Earlier, many types of coarse grains were produced here.

= |t is worth mentioning that for the last two years, the Agriculture Department serves only coarse
grain products to the guests in its big programmes. Madua ki roti, Madua ka pitha, Chhilka roti etc.
are served in the workshop of Agriculture Department.

= The Agriculture Department will organize seminars from state to block level on the utility and
potential of coarse grains.

= |t is known that the Government of India is celebrating the year 2023 as Millet's Year. In view of
this, the state government has also prepared a plan. In this, the opinion of experts working on
coarse grains will also be taken.

= There is good potential for ragi production in Jharkhand. According to the APEDA report, Jharkhand
produces close to 15,000 tonnes of ragi. In the financial year 2017-18, there was a production of
close to 18 thousand tonnes. Jowar is also producing about one thousand tonnes. This is happening
when it was not on the priority list of the government.

= Unit committee director Ajay Kumar said that coarse grains were cultivated in the state for years.
The tribal communities here cultivated plenty of coarse grains. Due to lack of market, it could not
be promoted.

= He said that now there is no problem in the market for coarse grains. It is also selling very
expensive in the market. Its biggest advantage is that it is a completely organic crop. It does not
require pesticides and is prepared in less water.

= |t is known that Jharkhand gets drought from time to time. In view of this, the cultivation of coarse
grains will prove to be very effective for Jharkhand.
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