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Why in News

Recently, District Magistrate of Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand, Dr. Ashish Chauhan said that
the work of embankment construction has started to save Indian land from the havoc of Kali river.

Key Points

The embankment with a length of 936 meters and a width of three meters will be built from
Ghatkhola to Khokhila in Dharchula.
It is noteworthy that the Kali river, which determines the Indo-Nepal border, causes heavy erosion
in this area.
Due to the embankment on the Nepal side and the absence of embankment in India, the Kali river
causes large-scale erosion every year, as a result of which the river is flowing and eroding towards
India.
The Kali River (also known as Mahakali, Kaliganga or Sharda) flows through Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh.
This river originates from a place called Kalapani in Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand. On its
upper course, this river forms the continuous eastern border of India with Nepal.
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Why in News

Recently, in the Biodiversity Report of Flora and Fauna released by the Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun, it has been said that a plant of Typhonium inopinatum has been found in the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee campus.

Key Points

This Biodiversity Report released by the Wildlife Institute of India is the first such document on the
biodiversity of the IIT Roorkee campus.
According to Professor Ajit Kumar Chaturvedi, Director, EIT, the botanical survey conducted for five
months has revealed the presence of trees, shrubs and herbs as well as plants related to wood and
vines of herbs.
Typhonium inopinatum is a medicinal plant belonging to the Araceae (Arum) family. Its root is used
to make medicine. It is used for cold, sore throat, congestion and other conditions.
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