Stay on 27 Percent OBC Reservation in MPPSC Exam

Why in News

= Recently, the Madhya Pradesh High Court has stayed the 27 percent reservation of Backward
Classes (OBC) in the MPPSC exam.

Key Points

= The High Court, while issuing notices to the Madhya Pradesh government and MPPSC, has directed
to give 14 percent reservation to OBCs. Along with this, clarification has also been sought on giving
reservation to 27 percent OBCs.

= |t was said in the petition that by giving 27 percent reservation to OBC category, the total
reservation would be 63 percent. Which is a violation of the order given in the Indira
Sawhney case.

= |t is noteworthy that Niharika Tripathi, a student from general category, had filed a petition in the
Madhya Pradesh High Court, Jabalpur against the 27 percent reservation, challenging the exam
results released by the MPPSC on December 31, 2021.

= |In August 2021, the Madhya Pradesh government increased the reservation of students from 14
percent to 27 percent for backward classes in the state.

= Hearing the petition filed against the government's increase from 14 percent to 27 percent
reservation for OBCs, the Madhya Pradesh High Court gave an interim order in March 2019 to
continue the 14 percent reservation for backward class students in the field of medical education
as before. Along with this, the High Court had also given an interim order to give 14 percent
reservation to OBCs in the selection list of various posts examinations by MPPSC.

= The High Court, while hearing four other petitions, had stayed the 27 percent OBC reservation.

= Petitions were also filed in the Madhya Pradesh High Court in support of OBC reservation,
regarding EWS reservation, 27 percent OBC reservation in judicial service, NHM recruitment and
women's reservation. All these petitions are being heard in the High Court. Despite this, the
Madhya Pradesh government had released the MPPSC exam result with 27 percent reservation on
December 31, 2021.
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