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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1

History

1. Compare and contrast the Permanent Settlement and the Ryotwari Settlement introduced by the British in India. How

did these land revenue systems impact agrarian society and the overall economy? (250 words)

Approach:

® Highlight their Impact on Agrarian Society and Economy
® Conclude by mentioning their outcome.

® Introduce the answer by briefing about British land revenue settlements
® Comparison of Key Features of Permanent Settlement and the Ryotwari Settlement

Introduction:

The British introduced different land revenue systems in India to maximize revenue collection and establish
administrative control. The Permanent Settlement (1793) was introduced by Lord Cornwallis in Bengal and Bihar, while the
Ryotwari Settlement (1820) was implemented by Thomas Munro in Madras and Bombay Presidencies.

Body:

Comparison of Key Features:

Feature Permanent Settlement (Zamindari System)
Introduction 1793 by Lord Cornwallis
Coverage 19% of British India (Bengal, Bihar, Orissa,

Varanasi, Madras' Northern districts)
Zamindars (landlords) were recognized as
hereditary owners

Ownership of Land

Fixed and permanent revenue, collected by
Zamindars

10/11% to the British, 1/11*" to Zamindars
No revision allowed (fixed revenue)

Revenue Collection

Revenue Share
Flexibility in Taxation

Default Consequences ' Land confiscated and auctioned if Zamindars
failed to pay revenue

Role of Intermediaries ' Rise of sub-feudalism, creation of a hierarchy
of landlords (absentee landlordism)

Impact on Agrarian Society and Economy

® Impact on Zamindars and Peasants

Ryotwari Settlement

1820 by Thomas Munro

51% of British India (Madras, Bombay, parts of
Karnataka)

Peasants (ryots) were recognized as hereditary
owners

Revenue directly collected from peasants,
periodically revised (every 20-30 years)

Up to 50% of surplus crop yield to the British
Periodic revision based on land productivity and
conditions

Peasants were forced to pay, leading to debt traps
and land loss

Presence of revenue officers (Poligars, Mirasidars)
who exploited peasants

€ Permanent Settlement created a class of powerful Zamindars, leading to subinfeudation (multiple layers of
landlords). Peasants were reduced to tenants, often subjected to excessive rent and oppression.

€ Ryotwari Settlement recognized peasants as landowners, but the burden of revenue collection fell directly on
them, leading to debt traps and extreme poverty due to high and inflexible taxation.
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® Impact on Agriculture

€ Permanent Settlement led to stagnation in
agricultural productivity as Zamindars had no
incentive to improve land quality. High taxation
and absentee landlordism caused declining soil
fertility (notably in Bengal).

€ The Ryotwari Settlement initially encouraged
cash crops (like cotton) for British industries,
reducing food grain supply and causing inflation.
However, excessive taxation made agriculture
unprofitable, leading to land abandonment.

® Economic Impact

€ Permanent Settlement provided stable revenue
to the British, but they later regretted not
including a revision clause to increase revenue.

€ Ryotwari Settlement, despite being based on
land assessment, led to high taxation, forcing
peasants into moneylender debt, culminating in
revolts like the Deccan Riot of 1875.

Resistance and Consequences:

® Permanent Settlement caused Zamindari distress, as
many lost land due to revenue defaults. Peasant
exploitation worsened, leading to resentment.

® Ryotwari Settlement faced peasant uprisings due to
unbearable tax burdens, forcing the British to
investigate oppressive revenue collection (e.g., Madras
Torture Commission, 1885).

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 n

Conclusion:

Permanent Settlement strengthened Zamindars at the
cost of peasants and agricultural growth, while Ryotwari
Settlement directly burdened peasants, leading to widespread
poverty and revolts. Both systems failed to ensure agrarian
prosperity and contributed to India’s colonial economic
decline.

Geography

2. Explain the causes of increasing occurrences of glacial
lake outburst floods (GLOFs) in the Himalayas. Suggest
strategies for mitigation and early warning systems.(250
words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Glacial
Lake Outburst Floods
® Give Causes of Increasing GLOFs in the Himalayas

® Suggest Mitigation Strategies and Early Warning
Systems

® Conclude suitably.
Introduction:

Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) refer to the
sudden release of meltwater from glacial lakes due to the
failure of natural dams, such as moraines or ice barriers.
The Himalayan region, home to thousands of glacial lakes, is
witnessing an increase in GLOFs occurrences due to climate
change, geological instability, and anthropogenic activities.
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Body:
Causes of Increasing GLOFs in the Himalayas:
® Climate Change and Rising Temperatures
€ Global warming has led to accelerated glacial
melting, increasing the number and volume of
glacial lakes.
@ The Central Water Commission (CWC) reported a
33.7% increase in glacial lake area in India (2011-
2024), indicating a higher risk of outbursts.
® Moraine and Ice Dam Instability
€ Many glacial lakes are dammed by loosely packed
moraines, which are inherently unstable.

O Rising water levels increase hydrostatic
pressure, making moraine dams prone to
failure.

€ Example: South Lhonak GLOF (2023) in Sikkim,
where moraine dam instability led to catastrophic
flooding.

® Increased Frequency of Avalanches and Landslides

€ Melting permafrost and changing precipitation
patterns are causing more rockfalls, ice calving,
and landslides, which can displace large volumes
of water, triggering GLOFs.

O Example: Dig Tsho Lake GLOF (1985) in
Nepal, where an ice avalanche caused a lake
breach, destroying infrastructure.

® Seismic and Tectonic Activity
€ The Himalayan region is seismically active, and
earthquakes can trigger landslides into glacial
lakes, causing sudden water displacement.

O Example: 2015 Nepal Earthquake, which
increased the risk of glacial lake breaches in
the region.

® Anthropogenic Factors
€ Unregulated construction of roads, hydropower
projects, and urban settlements increases
exposure to GLOFs risks.
€ Deforestation and mining weaken slope stability,
increasing susceptibility to landslides and moraine
erosion.

www.drishtiias.com

O Example: Teesta Il Dam destruction (2023)
due to a GLOF in Sikkim highlights the
vulnerability of infrastructure.

Hazard

(Probability and
magnitude of
potential outburst)

Vulnerability Exposure

(Capacity to cope
and recover)

(Downstream
impact)

GLOF risk = Hazard x Exposure x Vulnerability

® Mitigation Strategies and Early Warning Systems:
® Structural Measures
@ Artificial Drainage of Glacial Lakes
O Controlled lowering of lake water levels
through siphoning, spillways, or tunnels
reduces flood risks.
@ Reinforcement of Moraine Dams
O Strengthening natural dams with geo-
engineering solutions, such as concrete
structures and vegetation, enhances stability.
€ Building GOLF-Resistant Infrastructure
O Designing hydropower plants, bridges, and
settlements at safer elevations and
reinforcing embankments can minimize
damage.
® Non-Structural Measures
@ Early Warning Systems (EWS)
O Real-time monitoring using remote sensing,
satellite imagery, and automated sensors to
detect lake expansion and instability.
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O Installation of automated sirens and
community-based alerts for downstream
populations.

@ Glacial Lake Hazard Zonation and Risk Mapping

O Mapping high-risk lakes using GIS and
remote sensing to identify vulnerable
regions.

® CWC has identified 67 high-risk lakes in India, focusing
on Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
and Arunachal Pradesh, it is a significant step in the
right direction.
€ Community Awarenessand Disaster Preparedness

O Training local communities in evacuation
drills, emergency response, and adaptive
strategies.

Conclusion:

A multi-pronged approach combining climate
adaptation, engineering solutions, and early warning
systems building upon UNESCO Climate Change and
Mountain Ecosystem Programme is crucial to mitigate risks
posed by GLOFs. Strengthening regional cooperation (India,
Nepal, Bhutan, China) for data sharing and disaster response
will enhance resilience in the region.

3. Discuss the causes and consequences of soil degradation
in different parts of India. Suggest suitable conservation
measures. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer
degradation with data.

by briefing about soil

® Give causes and consequences of soil degradation

® Highlight the Conservation Measures to Prevent Soil
Degradation

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

Soil degradation poses a significant challenge to India’s
agricultural sustainability, impacting food security, livelihoods,
and environmental balance.

® The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of

India (SAC 2021) estimates that 97.85 million hectares

(29.77% of India’s geographical area) are degraded,

with desertification processes increasing over time.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 n

Body:
Causes of Soil Degradation in India
® Deforestation and Urbanization
@ large-scale deforestation for  agriculture,
infrastructure, and urban expansion accelerates
soil erosion and reduces water retention. It is
prevalent all over India.
€@ 95% of tree cover loss (2013-2023) occurred in
natural forests, with the Western Ghats losing 5%
of its evergreen forests.
® Unsustainable Agricultural Practices
@ The overuse of urea-based fertilizers and neglect
of phosphorus and potassium has led to nutrient
depletion.

O Less than 5% of Indian soils have high
nitrogen levels, while only 20% contain
sufficient organic carbon.

€ Punjab and Haryana, due to intensive Green
Revolution farming, have experienced declining
soil fertility.
® Overgrazing and Livestock Pressure
€ India has 535 million livestock, exceeding the
sustainable carrying capacity of grazing lands,
leading to severe vegetation loss.
€ Key Affected Regions: States like Rajasthan and
Gujarat face widespread topsoil erosion due to
unregulated grazing.
® Industrial Pollution and Mining Activities
€ Mining states like Odisha and Jharkhand suffer
from heavy metal contamination.
@ The Sterlite Copper plant (Tamil Nadu) caused
severe soil and water contamination.
® Climate Change and Extreme Weather Events
@ Erratic rainfall, droughts, and floods accelerate
soil erosion and nutrient depletion.

O The 2023 Himachal Pradesh floods resulted

in significant topsoil loss.
€@ Soil erosion rates are projected to increase from

35.3% to 40.3% by the end of the century due to

climate change.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

UPSC
W EILH
Test Series

2025 Courses

SCAN ME SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module > o
Course

Drishti

Learning >

App

'“n“__

SCAN NIE SCAN ME




Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025

® Shifting Cultivation (Slash-and-Burn)
€ Jhum cultivation in northeastern states like
Nagaland, Assam, and Mizoram has degraded
4,925 km? of land, leading to extensive soil
erosion.

@ Infrastructure & Construction
Activities

€ Llarge projects like the Char Dham Highway in
Uttarakhand have led to 300+ instances of

landslides due to soil instability.

Development

Consequences of Soil Degradation

Consequence Impact

Reduced Declining crop yields threaten food

Agricultural security. Punjab’s wheat yields are

Productivity stagnating due to soil nutrient depletion.

Desertification | 83.69 million hectares of land classified as
drylands are undergoing desertification,
worsening in Rajasthan, Gujarat, and
Maharashtra.

Water Scarcity | Degraded soils reduce groundwater
recharge and increase reliance on over-
extraction.

Loss of Soil degradation disrupts ecosystems,

Biodiversity reducing flora and fauna diversity.
Western Ghats forest loss impacts local
soil fertility.

Increased Degraded soil increases the risk of

Natural landslides (Uttarakhand), floods

Disasters (Himachal Pradesh), and droughts
(Bundelkhand).

Health Hazards ' Heavy metals and pesticides in degraded
soils contaminate food, leading to health
issues.

Conservation Measures to Prevent Soil Degradation:
® Sustainable Agricultural Practices

€ Balanced Fertilization: Linking the Soil Health
Card Scheme with real-time advisory services for
precise fertilizer use.

€ Organic and Natural Farming: Expanding
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) and
Subhash Palekar Natural Farming (SPNF) models.

® Improved Water Management

€ Micro-irrigation (Drip and Sprinkler): Expanding
PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) to reduce
water wastage.

€ Rainwater Harvesting: Promoting watershed
development and check-dam construction to
enhance groundwater recharge.

® Reforestation and Agroforestry

€ Expanding the National Afforestation Programme
(NAP) with community-led tree-planting
initiatives.

€ Implementing the Wadi System, integrating
agriculture, horticulture, and forestry for soil
conservation.

® Controlling Mining and Industrial Pollution

& Stronger regulations on illegal mining and
industrial waste disposal in Odisha, Jharkhand,
and Chhattisgarh.

€ Expanding bioremediation techniques, such as
microbial treatment, to detoxify contaminated
soil.

® Erosion Control Measures

€ Mulching and Cover Cropping: Reduces wind and
water erosion in semi-arid zones.

@ Zero Tillage Farming: Expanding Happy Seeder
technology to high-yield areas like Punjab and
Haryana.

® Research & Development for Soil Conservation

€ Investing in Biochar and Microbial Fertilizers:
Enhancing soil carbon and microbial activity.

€ Digital Soil Health Mapping: Leveraging ISRO’s
Earth Observation Satellites to track degradation
trends.

Conclusion:

Integrating sustainable agriculture, afforestation, water
conservation, and community-led initiatives will be key to
restoring India’s soil health. A holistic, region-specific, and
technology-driven approach is needed to ensure long-term
agricultural sustainability and environmental resilience.
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4. How do geomorphological processes the Himalayas show V-shaped valleys due to active
influence the formation and evolution of downcutting.
river systems in India? lllustrate with O In contrast, the Godavari and Krishna rivers in Peninsular
examples from different river basins. (150 India form broad U-shaped valleys, shaped over time by
words) denudational processes on stable landmasses.

V-shaped Valleys

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing
about geomorphological processes
and their influence on river systems

® Highlight the Role of
Geomorphological Processes in River
System Formation

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Geomorphological processes—such as
weathering, erosion, transportation, and
deposition—play a fundamental role in shaping
river systems. In India, diverse physiographic
features (Himalayas, Peninsular Plateau,
Coastal Plains) have led to the formation of

distinct river basins. ® Sediment Deposition and Delta Formation

Body: @ Rivers carry eroded materials and deposit them in plains and

Role of Geomorphological Processes in River deltas.

System Formation O Example: The Ganga-Brahmaputra Delta, the largest
® Tectonic Activity and River Origin deltainthe world, formed by extensive alluvial deposition.

O The Mahanadi Delta shows classic arcuate delta features
due to sediment deposition by slower river flow near the

€ Himalayan rivers like the Ganga
and Brahmaputra originated due

to tectonic uplift and folding of the coast.

Himalayas during the Tertiary ® Climate and Fluvial Activity

period. € Monsoonal rainfall leads to high discharge and sediment load.

O Example: The Ganga River O Example: Chambal River Basin in semi-arid regions shows
flows through a synclinal badland topography due to rain wash and gully erosion.
trough (Ganga Basin), formed ® Sea-Level Changes and Coastal Processes
due to Himalayan uplift and @ Changes in sea level influence estuary formation.
subsequent subsidence of the O Example: Narmada and Tapi rivers, which flow westward
foreland basin. into the Arabian Sea, show estuarine mouths due to

® Erosion and Valley Formation subsidence near the coast.
@ \Vertical and lateral erosion shapes Conclusion:
valleys and floodplains. In the Geomorphological processes act as dynamic forces shaping the origin,

Yamuna Basin, upper reaches in course, and characteristics of river systems across India. From tectonic
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birth to fluvial deposition, these processes create the physical
templates that influence drainage patterns, water availability,
soil fertility, and land use planning.

Indian Heritage and Culture

5. Discuss the significance of Sangam literature in
understanding early Tamil society, economy, and polity.
(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Sangam
literature
® Give its Significance in Understanding Early Tamil
Society, Economy, and Polity.
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Sangam literature, composed between 3rd century
BCE and 3rd century CE, is one of the earliest known literary
traditions in India. It provides a rich account of early Tamil
society, economy, and polity, offering insights into the lives,
governance, and culture of the people of Tamilakam..
Body:
Significance in Understanding Early Tamil Society:
® Social Structure
€ Society was organized into five physiographic
divisions (Tinai), each associated with a distinct
lifestyle:
O  Kurinji—Murugan, Mullai—
—Indra, Neydal —

Vishnu, Marudam
Varuna, Palai — Korravai.
@ Caste-like classifications:

O Avasar (Rulers), Anthanar (Priests), Vanigar
(Traders), and Vellalar (Farmers) were
recognized.

O Brahmins played an increasing role, evident
in references to Vedic rituals.

® Position of Women
€ Women poets like Avvaiyar, Nachchellaiyar, and
Kakkaipadiniyar contributed to Sangam literature.
€ The practice of Sati existed among the elite, but
self-earned love marriages (Kalavu) were also
acknowledged.

www.drishtiias.com

® Religion and Beliefs

@ The predominant faith was animism and nature
worship, with deities like Murugan, Varuna, and
Kottravai (war goddess).

@ Manimekalai  highlights the influence of
Buddhism, while Silappadikaram reflects the
Kannagi cult.

® Economic Aspects in Sangam Literature

@ Agriculture and Land Use
O Paddy cultivation was dominant, especially

in Chola and Pandya lands.

O Pattinappalai praises the fertility of land and
irrigation projects, including the Kaveri
embankment built by Karikala Chola.

€@ Trade and Commerce
O Sangam texts highlight flourishing maritime

trade with Rome, Greece, and Southeast
Asia.

O Ports such as Puhar (Kaveripattinam), Korkai,
and Arikamedu were key commercial hubs.

€ Urban Centers and Craft Production

O Cities like Madurai, Uraiyur, and Vanji were
centers of politics and trade.

O Textile and pearl industries were well-
developed. Silappadikaram describes the
silk-weaving skills of Puhar.

® Political Structure in Sangam Age

€ DynasticRule: The three major kingdoms—Chera,
Chola, and Pandya—formed the backbone of
Tamil polity.

O Chera Dynasty: Controlled Kerala; known for
trade and patronage of Buddhism and
Jainism.

O Chola Dynasty: Known for naval power,
irrigation projects, and conquests (Karikala
Chola).

O Pandya Dynasty: Capital at Madurai, famed
for its Sangam patronage.

® Governance and Administration

@ Hereditary monarchy with titles and emblems
(Tiger for Cholas, Bow for Cheras, Fish for
Pandyas).
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€ Kings had a five-member council (Amaichchar -
ministers, Purohitar - priests, Senapatiyar - army
chiefs, Dutars - envoys, Orrar - spies).
Conclusion

Sangam literature serves as a mirror to early Tamil
civilization, offering a comprehensive view of social
structures, economic prosperity, and political systems. It
highlights the interactions of Tamilakam with the larger world
and provides an invaluable cultural legacy that continues to
shape Tamil identity.

6. “Folk traditions have played a crucial role in preserving
and transmitting cultural heritage in India.” Discuss with
examples. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about Indian Folk
Art
® Give the Role of Folk Traditions in Preserving Cultural
Heritage
® Highlight the challenges and suggest a way ahead
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India’s cultural diversity is deeply rooted in its folk
traditions, which serve as powerful mediums of preserving
and transmitting heritage across generations.

® These traditions encompass folk theatre, music,
dance, storytelling, art, and rituals, reflecting the
country’s social values, religious beliefs, and historical
narratives.
Body:
Role of Folk Traditions in Preserving Cultural Heritage

® Folk Theatre as a Cultural Repository: Folk theatre
preserves mythological stories, historical events, and
social themes through music, dance, and storytelling.
€ These performances make cultural transmission
engaging and accessible to all sections of society.
¢ Examples: Koodiyattam (Kerala)), Ramman
(Uttarakhand), Yakshagana (Karnataka),
Tamasha (Maharashtra).
® Folk Music and Oral Traditions: Folk music serves as a
medium for passing down historical narratives, spiritual
wisdom, and cultural values across generations.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 n

€ It remains relevant despite modernization,
maintaining deep connections with local traditions
and lifestyles.

€ Examples: Baul (Bengal), Bhatiali (Bengal &
Assam), Bihu (Assam), Lavani (Maharashtra).

® Folk Dances as Cultural Carriers: Folk dances reflect
agrarian lifestyles, social customs, and religious beliefs,
ensuring traditional practices are preserved.

€ They often accompany festivals and rituals,
strengthening community bonds and regional
identities.

€ Examples: Garba (Gujarat), Giddha (Punjab),
Pung Cholom (Manipur), Kolattam (Tamil Nadu).

® Storytellingand Oral Narratives: India’s oral storytelling
traditions preserve folklore, mythology, and moral
lessons in an engaging format.

@ These narratives have been instrumental in
passing down ethical values and historical
knowledge across generations.

@ Examples: Panchatantra (Pan-India), Katha &
Burra Katha (Andhra Pradesh), Villu Paatu (Tamil
Nadu).

® Folk Art and Craft as Cultural Expressions: Traditional
folk arts visually depict mythology, rituals, and local
traditions, keeping cultural heritage alive.

€ Many of these art forms are region-specific and
continue to evolve by blending heritage with
contemporary influences.

¢ Examples: Madhubani (Bihar),
(Maharashtra), Phad (Rajasthan),
(Andhra Pradesh).

Challenges to Folk Traditions

Warli
Kalamkari

® Declining Audience and Commercialization: Traditional
folk performances like Nautanki and Bhand Pather
struggle to attract younger audiences due to the

popularity of cinema and digital entertainment.
® Loss of Artisans and Practitioners: Many folk artisans
and performers abandon traditional professions due
to financial hardships and lack of institutional support.
€ With the expansion of urban lifestyles, traditional
storytelling and performance spaces in rural India

are disappearing.
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® Inadequate Government Support: Although schemes

like Guru Shishya Parampara Scheme and UNESCO

recognition have helped, many regional art forms
remain neglected and underfunded.

To ensure the survival and continuity of India’s folk
traditions, several initiatives can be taken:

® Integration in Education: Introducing folk arts, theatre,
and storytelling into school curriculums to foster
awareness and appreciation.
® Government and Institutional Support: Expanding
financial aid and training programs for folk artists
through schemes like Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCCs)
and Sangeet Natak Akademi.
® Festival Revival Programs: Encouraging local and
national cultural festivals to feature traditional folk
performances alongside modern events.
Conclusion:
Folk traditions are not just entertainment forms; they
are living cultural legacies that connect generations to India’s
rich history, mythology, and social values. With active efforts

in conservation and promotion, folk traditions will continue
to thrive, serving as a bridge between India’s past and future.

7. “Gandhara and Mathura schools of art represent two
distinct yet interconnected artistic traditions of ancient
India”. How did these schools contribute to the evolution
of Indian sculptural art? (150 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by briefing about Gandhara
and Mathura schools of art

® Give Key Differences in Gandhara and Mathura
Schools of Art in table format

® Highlight their Contribution to Indian Sculptural Art
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Gandhara and Mathura schools of art were two
prominent sculptural traditions that flourished in ancient India
between the 1st century BCE and the 5th century CE. While
both were deeply influenced by Buddhism, they evolved in
distinct cultural and geographical contexts.

www.drishtiias.com

Body:
Comparison of Gandhara and Mathura Schools of Art:

Feature Gandhara School of Art Mathura School of Art
Location Northwest India (Taxila, Peshawar, Bamiyan) Mathura, Uttar Pradesh
Period 1t century BCE to 4" century CE 1t century BCE to 5" century CE

Cultural Influence Strong Greco-Roman and Persian influence Purely indigenous Indian tradition
Material Used
Religious Influence

Depiction of Buddha

Grey sandstone, bluish-grey schist, stucco Red-spotted sandstone

Primarily Buddhism (Mahayana) Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism
Realistic, Hellenistic style — wavy hair, forehead lines, | Iconic Indian style — broad shoulders,

well-defined musculature smiling expression, seated in Padmasana

Despite their distinct features, the Gandhara and Mathura schools remained interconnected, as both were deeply
influenced by Buddhist patronage, artistic exchanges, and shared motifs in stupas and monasteries.
Contribution of Gandhara and Mathura Schools to Indian Sculptural Art
® Gandhara School of Art
€ Introduction of Buddha’s Iconic Form: Before Gandhara art, Buddha was depicted using symbols (e.g., footprints,
Bodhi tree).
O Gandhara sculptors created the first human-like representation of Buddha.
@ Fusion of Indian and Greco-Roman Styles: The realistic portrayal of the human figure, draped garments, and
deep carving techniques were borrowed from Greek and Roman styles.
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O Features like the halo, wavy hair, muscular
body, and detailed drapery became defining
elements.

€ RefinementofStupaand MonasteryArchitecture:

Gandhara art contributed to the development of

stupas and rock-cut monasteries, influencing

Buddhist architecture in India and beyond.

O Notable examples: Bamiyan Buddha
(Afghanistan), Taxila sculptures.

€ Spread of Buddhist Art to Central Asia and China:

The Gandhara style was crucial in transmitting

Buddhist art along the Silk Route, influencing

Chinese, Japanese, and Central Asian Buddhist

sculptures.

® Mathura School of Art
€ Indigenous Development of Indian Sculptural

Traditions: Unlike Gandhara, Mathura art was

purely Indian in origin and style.

O It laid the foundation for Indian temple
architecture and Hindu iconography.

€ Humanized Depiction of Deities: The Mathura
school introduced sculptures of Hindu gods and
goddesses like Vishnu, Shiva, and Yakshas.

O It was also instrumental in developing Jain
sculptures.

€ Bold and Energetic Forms: The figures had broad
shoulders, strong torsos, and powerful
expressions, reflecting a spiritual yet energetic
presence.

O The “delighted Buddha” in Mathura art
emphasized divine joy over the serene or sad
expressions of Gandhara art.

€ Influence on Later Indian Art: The Gupta period

(4t—6*" century CE) refined Mathura art, leading

to the classical style that influenced later Chola,

Pallava, and Rajput sculptures.

O Notable examples: Sarnath Buddha, Katra
Keshav Dev Temple sculptures.

Conclusion:

Gandhara art brought a realistic and external influence,
while Mathura art shaped an indigenous and symbolic

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 n

aesthetic. Together, they played a crucial role in shaping
Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain iconography, leaving a lasting
impact on Indian and global art traditions.

8. “The SanchiStupais a testament to India’s rich Buddhist
heritage and evolving architectural styles. Discuss its
historical significance, artistic features, and the
contributions of various dynasties in its development.
(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about Sanchi Stupa
® Give its historical significance and artistic features

® Highlight the Contributions of Dynasties in its
Development

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The Sanchi Stupa, commissioned by Emperor Ashoka
in the 3" century BCE, stands as one of the oldest stone
structures in India and a remarkable symbol of Buddhist
philosophy, architectural evolution, and dynastic patronage.

® Inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1989, it
reflects the syncretic legacy of Buddhism and Indian art
history over several centuries.
Body:
Historical Significance

® Built by Ashoka (3™ century BCE) after his conversion
to Buddhism to house relics of the Buddha.

@ Supervised by his queen Devi and daughter
Vidisha, reflecting early royal and local mercantile
patronage.

® The Stupa represents the effort to disseminate the
Buddha’s teachings through monumental architecture.

@ Centre for Buddhist learning and art until the 12
century AD, even though the Buddha never visited
the site.

@ Houses an Ashokan Schism Edict, symbolising
efforts to preserve unity in the Buddhist Sangha

® Rediscovered in 1818 by British officer Henry Taylor;
excavated and restored by Sir John Marshall in the
early 20*" century.
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Artistic and Architectural Features ® Philosophical layers:
® Structural Components of the Stupa € Upper beam: Seven Manushi Buddhas.
€ Anda: Hemispherical dome symbolising the € Middle: Great Departure.
cosmic mountain (Mt. Meru), housing Buddha’s @ Lower: Ashoka’s visit to Bodhi tree.
relics.

Technical and Artistic Merit
€ Harmika: Square railing atop the dome signifying

the abode of gods.

€ Chattra: Triple umbrella structure atop a yashti
(central pillar) representing the Three Jewels of
Buddhism. Gandhara.

@ Medhi and Pradakshinapatha: Raised circular = Contributions of Dynasties in its Development

terrace and circumambulatory path to facilitate Dynasty/Period Contributions

ritual movement. Mauryan (Ashoka) | Initial construction of the core brick
€ Vedica (Railing): Separates sacred space from the

secular world.

® Exquisite reliefs carved on sandstone with high
technical finesse and storytelling depth.

® |Influenced later Buddhist art in Amaravati and

stupa, establishment of Buddhist
presence in central India.

Chatras Shunga Dynasty (2™ Enlargement with stone slabs,
century BCE) creation of flattened dome,
addition of harmika, chattra,

[TRRERRE] «—— Harmika

and circumambulatory path.
Reconstruction possibly by Agnimitra,
son of Pushyamitra Shunga.

Satavahana Construction of four stone toranas,

Dynasty (1% century exemplifying mature sculptural art

BCE) and symbolic storytelling.
Toranas Gupta Period (4*"- Addition of inscriptions in Shankhalipi
6" century CE) (conch-shaped Brahmi script);

® Toranas (Gateways):

€ Added during the 1% century BCE under the
Satavahanas.

enhanced spiritual stature of the site.
Begums of Bhopal Patronage for site preservation;
(19*" century) funding for conservation under

€ Four gateways aligned to cardinal directions, . o .
colonial administration.

richly carved with:

O Jataka tales and Buddha’s life events (e.g., Conclusion:
Great Departure, Enlightenment). The Sanchi Stupa is not just a religious monument but
O Nature motifs and mythical figures 2 living chronicle of India’s civilisational ethos, dynastic
(elephants, lions, shalabhanjika yakshis). contributions, and architectural sophistication. From

O Aniconic representation of the Buddha Mauryan beginnings to Satavahana sculptures and colonial
through symbols like Bodhi tree, footprints, = preservation efforts, Sanchi reflects the continuity and
and empty throne. resilience of Indian cultural and spiritual traditions.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2

Polity and Governance

9. "While the Right to Information Act has enhanced
transparency, its implementation has encountered
significant institutional challenges.” Analyze the
statement with reference to recent amendments to the
RTI Act. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005

® Give Key arguments supporting Enhancement of
Transparency Through RT

® Highlight Key Institutional Challenges Affecting RTI
Implementation

® Suggest Measures for
Framework

Strengthening the RTI

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 has been
a transformative tool in India’s governance, ensuring
transparency, accountability, and citizen participation in
decision-making.
® However, despite its success, the implementation of
RTI has faced serious institutional challenges,
particularly due to recent legislative amendments and
weakening of Information Commissions’ autonomy.
Body:
Enhancement of Transparency Through RTI:

® Strengthening Democracy & Citizen Empowerment:
RTl has enabled public scrutiny of government policies,
financial allocations, and electoral funding, thus
promoting participatory governance.

® Fighting Corruption: Major scams such as the Adarsh
Housing Scam and Coalgate were exposed using RTI,
demonstrating its role in uncovering irregularities.

® Ensuring Transparency in Welfare Schemes: RTI has
been used to track fund utilization in schemes like

MGNREGA, revealing frauds in wage payments and
fake job cards.

® Upholding Fundamental Rights & Social Justice: It has
played a crucial role in exposing malpractices in public
distribution systems (PDS), health services, and
education.

® Empowering the Media and Whistleblowers:
Investigative journalism and citizen activism have been
strengthened through RTI, promoting free speech and
accountability.

Key Institutional Challenges Affecting RTI Implementation:

® Dilution Through Legislative Amendments

€ The RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019 granted the
central government the power to determine the
tenure and salaries of Information
Commissioners, reducing their autonomy.

O The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act, 2023 amended Section 8(1) of RTI,
exempting all personal data from disclosure,
even in cases of public interest.

@ This has curtailed access to information about
government officials, electoral bonds, and public
procurement, restricting transparency.

® Weakening of Information Commissions

€ The Central Information Commission (CIC) and
State  Information = Commissions  (SICs),
responsible for RTI appeals, suffer from severe

vacancies, funding shortages, and political
influence.
O Several State Information Commissions

remain defunct, while the CIC operates with
only 3 out of 11 sanctioned members.
® Bureaucratic Resistance and Non-Compliance
@ Public officials often delay or deny information,
fearing exposure of inefficiencies and corruption.
O Nearly 42% of RTI appeals filed with the CIC
in 2023-24 were returned without a hearing,
showing systemic non-compliance.
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® Threats to RTI Activists and Whistleblowers
@ RTIl activists face serious threats, including
physical attacks and legal harassment,
discouraging citizens from seeking information.

O 99 RTl activists have been murdered and 180
assaulted since 2006 for exposing corruption
in land deals, mining, and welfare schemes.

@ The Whistleblower Protection Act, 2014, meant
to provide safeguards, remains largely
unimplemented, leaving activists vulnerable.

Measures for Strengthening the RTl Framework:
® Restoring the Autonomy of Information Commissions
€ Amend the RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019, to
restore fixed tenure and independent salary
structures for Information Commissioners.

€ Ensure timely appointment of Information

Commissioners at both the central and state

levels to clear pending cases.

® Addressing Exemptions and Overlapping Laws

¢ Reform the Official Secrets Act, 1923, to align it
with RTI principles, ensuring transparency in non-
sensitive matters.

O Periodically review the Second Schedule of
the RTI Act, assessing which exempt agencies
can disclose non-sensitive data.

® Protecting RTI Activists and Whistleblowers

€ Fully implement the Whistleblower Protection

Act, 2014, with provisions for anonymous

complaints  and emergency  protection

mechanisms.

O Fast-track court trials for cases involving
attacks on RTI activists to provide a strong
deterrent.

® Enhancing Public Awareness and Digital Accessibility
€ Conduct nationwide RTI awareness campaigns
using digital platforms, community radio, and

local governance bodies.

€ Strengthen e-RTI portals with Al-driven
assistance to help citizens draft better RTI
applications and track responses.

Conclusion:

The Right to Information Act remains a cornerstone
of Indian democracy, empowering citizens to hold the
government accountable. Stronger regulatory mechanisms,
proactive disclosures, and better protection of whistleblowers
is crucial to ensuring RTI remains a powerful tool for
transparency and good governance.

10. Examine the efficacy of the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) in addressing national security challenges. Has it
strengthened India’s federal structure? (250 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by briefing about National
Investigation Agency
® Delve into the Efficacy of NIA in Addressing National
Security Challenges

® Highlight how NIA has Strengthened India’s Federal
Structure:

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) was established
under the NIA Act, 2008, following the 26/11 Mumbai attacks
to act as India’s premier counter-terrorism law enforcement
agency.

® While the NIA has been effective in tackling terrorism,

its growing powers—particularly after the 2019

Amendment—have raised concerns about its impact

on India’s federal structure.

Body:
Efficacy of NIA in Addressing National Security Challenges:
® Strengthening Counter-Terrorism Mechanisms
@ It has registered 640 cases since its inception, has
recorded a conviction rate of 95.23% in 147 cases
which have been decided by courts
O Expansion of mandate under the 2019
Amendment has empowered NIA to
investigate cases beyond Indian borders,
bolstering India’s counter-terrorism efforts
globally.
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® Enhancing Investigation and Prosecution Capabilities
@ The establishment of 51 Special NIA Courts,
including exclusive courts in Ranchi and Jammu,
has ensured faster trials in terrorism-related
cases.
O Use of advanced forensic techniques and big
data analytics through the National Terror
Data Fusion & Analysis Centre (NTDFAC) has
enhanced investigative efficiency.
® Tackling Terror Financing and Fake Currency Networks
€ As the nodal agency for investigating terror
financing and fake currency, NIA has cracked
down on illicit money flows that fund terrorism.
O The Terror Funding and Fake Currency (TFFC)
Cell has been instrumental in dismantling
hawala networks and seizing terror-linked
assets.
€ International cooperation through Joint Task
Forces (JTFs) with Bangladesh and Nepal has
helped curb cross-border financial crimes.
® Expanding International Cooperation
€ Participation in Joint Working Groups (JWGs) on
counter-terrorism with 26 countries has
facilitated
programs.
O Hosted the ‘No Money for Terror’ (NMFT)
Conference in 2022, bringing together 78

intelligence sharing and training

countries and 16 multilateral organizations
to discuss global terror financing threats.
NIA has strengthened India’s federal structure:
® Improved National Security Coordination:
¢ NIA
agencies in handling complex terrorism cases,

complements state law enforcement

ensuring a unified national security approach.
O Capacity building initiatives for state police
local counter-terrorism

forces enhance

capabilities.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 n

® Speedier Investigation and Trials:

@ Establishment of Special NIA Courts has reduced
delays in prosecution.

O Standardized investigation protocols ensure
consistency and professionalism in handling
terrorism-related cases.

® Reduction in Political Interference in Terror Cases:

@ Terrorism cases are often cross-border and inter-
state, requiring a centralized agency like NIA to
avoid jurisdictional conflicts.

However, concerns remain about erosion of federalism:
® Bypassing State Governments:

¢ The 2019 Amendment allows NIA to take over
cases from state police without state consent,
diluting state autonomy.

O NIA can attach properties linked to terror
funding without requiring state government
approval.

® Over-Centralization of Power:

@ The Central Government alone decides which
cases the NIA will investigate, raising concerns of
political bias in case selection.

O Lack of independent oversight raises the risk
of misuse of power.

® Limited Role for State Law Enforcement:

@ NIA'sdirect intervention in state matters weakens
local law enforcement, creating an imbalance in
federal responsibilities.

O Unlike CBI, which requires state government
consent for investigations, NIA has unilateral
authority under the NIA Act.

Conclusion:

The NIA has significantly bolstered India’s counter-
terrorism framework through high conviction rates,
international collaboration, and advanced investigative
tools. However, concerns over federalism, stemming from
limited state authority in investigations, can be mitigated
through well-structured institutional reforms and enhanced
accountability mechanisms.
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11. Examine the principles and practices of judicial review
in India and the United States. How do the constitutional
approaches of these two democracies differ in
empowering their judiciaries? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about Judicial
review
® Give Principles and Practices of Judicial Review in the
USA and India
® Highlight the Differences in Constitutional Approach

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Judicial review is the power of the judiciary to review
the constitutionality of legislative and executive actions.
While both India and the United States uphold judicial
review as a cornerstone of constitutional democracy, their
approaches differ significantly in terms of scope, practice,
and constitutional basis.

Body:
Principles and Practices of Judicial Review in India

® Constitutional Basis: Judicial review is provided in the
Indian Constitution under Articles 13, 32, 131-136,
143, 226, and 227.

® Procedure Established by Law: The Indian judiciary

follows “procedure established by law”, allowing
review only on substantive grounds (e.g., competence
of legislature, violation of fundamental rights), not on
the reasonableness or wisdom of law.

® Basic Structure Doctrine: In Kesavananda Bharati v.
State of Kerala (1973), the Supreme Court held that
Parliament cannot alter the ‘basic structure’ of the
Constitution, thereby expanding the scope of judicial
review over constitutional amendments.

® Checks on Judicial Activism: While Indian courts have
exercised activist roles in cases like Olga Tellis and
Vishakha, the judiciary does not act as a super
legislature. It refrains from making laws and focuses on

interpretation and enforcement.

Principles and Practices of Judicial Review in the USA:

® Origin and Basis: Though not explicitly provided in the
U.S. Constitution, judicial review was firmly established
in Marbury v. Madison (1803) by Chief Justice John
Marshall.

® Due Process of Law: The U.S. The Constitution,
through the 5th and 14th Amendments, provides for
“due process of law”, allowing courts to examine both
substantive and procedural fairness of laws.

® Judicial Supremacy: The U.S. Supreme Court acts as a
‘super legislature’in practice. It can strike down federal
and state laws, and even create precedents with the
force of law (judge-made law).

® Strong Judicial Review: Judicial review in the U.S. is
often strong and activist, protecting socio-economic
and minority rights. Cases like Miranda v. Arizona and
United States v. Nixon exemplify this practice.

Differences in Constitutional Approach: India vs. USA

Aspect USA India

Existence Implied (Marbury v. | Provided (Art. 13, 32,
Madison) 226 etc.)

Scope Broad — both Narrower — only
procedural and substantive grounds
substantive

Review of Can strike down any | Limited to violating

Amendments | law or amendment | basic structure

Judicial Judiciary acts asa | Balanced with

Supremacy ‘third chamber’ parliamentary

sovereignty

Law-making | Judge-made laws Law-making left to
common legislature

Conclusion:

While both India and the U.S. recognize judicial review
as an essential feature of constitutional governance, their
philosophies and practices differ significantly. The U.S. follows
a model of judicial supremacy with strong review, whereas
India adopts a balanced approach grounded in constitutional
limitations.
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International Relations

12. India-Maldives relations have witnessed fluctuations in
recent times, impacting regional stability and cooperation.
Analyze the strategic significance of the Maldives for
India and suggest measures to strengthen bilateral ties
in light of evolving geopolitical dynamics. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about India and

Maldives relations

® Give Strategic Significance of Maldives for India

® Suggest Measures for Strengthening India-Maldives
Relations

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

India and Maldives share deep historical, cultural,
and strategic ties. However, recent fluctuations in their

relationship, driven by geopolitical shifts (increasing

China’s influence) and domestic political changes (India

out campaigns in 2022), have impacted regional stability

and cooperation.

Body:

Strategic Significance of Maldives for India:

® Geopolitical Importance
@ Proximity to India: Located near India’s

Lakshadweep Islands, Maldives is crucial for
India’s maritime security.

€@ Maritime Trade Routes: The Maldives lies along
major sea lanes that facilitate global trade,
including India’s energy imports from the Middle

East.

O The Eight-Degree Channel and One-and-a-
Half-Degree Channel are critical for
monitoring maritime traffic, preventing
piracy, and countering external threats.
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® Security and Defense Cooperation

€ Joint Military Exercises: India and Maldives conduct joi

strengthen security ties.

oint military exercises like Ekuverin, Dosti, and Ekatha to

€ Strategic Infrastructure: India has developed coastal radar systems and built the Uthuru Thila Falhu (UTF) naval

harbor to enhance Maldives’ maritime security.
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@ First Responder Role: India has historically been
the first responder in Maldivian crises, such as
Operation Cactus (1988) and Operation Neer
(2014).

® Economic and Developmental Cooperation

€ Tourism and Trade: India was the largest source
of tourists for Maldives from 2020-2023,
contributing significantly to its economy.

O Bilateral trade has also grown, with India
emerging as Maldives’ second-largest trade
partner in 2023.

€ Infrastructure Development: The Greater Male
Connectivity Project (GMCP) is the largest
infrastructure project in Maldives, funded by
India.

O Other projects include the Hanimaadhoo
International Airport development.
® Countering China’s Influence

€ China’s Strategic Presence: China’s investments
in Maldives, including participation in the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), have raised concerns about
debt dependency and strategic encirclement of
India.

@ ‘String of Pearls’ Strategy: Chinese-funded
projects, such as the Sinamale Bridge and port
development, indicate increasing Chinese
influence in the Indian Ocean region.

Challenges in India-Maldives Relations:
® Political Instability in Maldives:

@ Shiftsin leadership often impact Maldives’ foreign
policy. The pro-China stance of President
Mohamed Muizzu has led to reduced Indian
engagement.

@ The “India Out” campaign (2022-23) reflected
rising anti-India sentiments, demanding the
withdrawal of Indian military personnel.

® Growing Chinese Influence:

€ Maldives’ participation in China’s BRI and
increasing Chinese investments raise concerns
about strategic dependency on Beijing.

@ The 2017 Maldives-China Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) and recent China-Maldives tourism
cooperation signal shifting alliances.

® Security Threats:

@ Presence of radical elements and potential
external influence from Pakistan-based extremist
groups pose security risks for both India and
Maldives.

@ Increased Chinese military activities in the Indian
Ocean challenge India’s strategic interests.

® Declining Indian Tourism:

@ The diplomatic row following derogatory remarks
by Maldivian officials in 2024 led to a decline in
Indian tourist arrivals.

€ Competition from other markets like China and
the UK has reduced India’s economic leverage in
Maldives.

Measures for Strengthening India-Maldives Relations:
® Diplomatic and Political Engagement

€ High-Level Dialogues: Strengthening diplomatic
outreach through frequent high-level visits and
strategic dialogues.

& Bilateral Agreements: Reviving key agreements
on defense, trade, and infrastructure to maintain
India’s strategic role.

® Security and Strategic Cooperation

€ Defense Infrastructure Development: Expediting
key projects like the UTF Harbour Project and
expanding military training programs.

€ Enhanced Maritime Surveillance: Strengthening
naval cooperation and intelligence sharing to
counter external threats.

@ Trilateral Cooperation: Engaging Maldives and Sri
Lanka in trilateral maritime security initiatives.

® Economic and Infrastructure Assistance

@ Diversifying Investments: Expanding India’s role
in Maldives’ economic sectors beyond tourism,
such as fisheries and renewable energy.

@ Accelerating Connectivity Projects: Ensuring
timely completion of the Greater Male
Connectivity ~ Project and  other critical
infrastructure.
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® Countering China’s Influence

€ Debt Relief and Financial Assistance: Providing
alternative financing to help Maldives reduce its
dependence on Chinese loans.

€ Strategic Regional Partnerships: Encouraging
Maldives’ participation in Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) and other multilateral forums.

Conclusion:

Maldives is a key strategic partner for India in the
Indian Ocean region. While recent fluctuations in bilateral
ties have posed challenges, India must adopt a pragmatic and
accommodative approach to maintain its influence.

13. Discuss India’s nuclear doctrine and its relevance in the
contemporary geopolitical environment. Should India
consider revising its No-First-Use policy given the
changing global security dynamics? (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s
nuclear doctrine

® Give key principles of India’s Nuclear Doctrine and
highlight the Relevance of India’s Nuclear Doctrine in
the Current Geopolitical Landscape
Give Arguments in Favor and Against of Revising NFU
Suggest Measures for Strengthening India’s nuclear
policy

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction
India’s nuclear doctrine is rooted in its No-First-Use
(NFU) policy and Credible Minimum Deterrence (CMD),
ensuring strategic stability in the region.
® Since officially declaring itself a nuclear weapons state
in 1998, India has maintained a defensive posture,
emphasizing deterrence over aggression.
Body:
India’s Nuclear Doctrine: Key Principles
® No-First-Use (NFU): India pledges not to use nuclear
weapons unless attacked first with nuclear weapons.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Credible Minimum Deterrence (CMD): India maintains
a nuclear arsenal sufficient for deterrence but not for
aggressive posturing.
® Massive Retaliation: Any nuclear attack on India or its
forces would invite a massive retaliation designed to
cause unacceptable damage.
® Non-Use Against Non-Nuclear States: India commits
to not using nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-
armed states.
Relevance of India’s Nuclear Doctrine in the Current
Geopolitical Landscape
® Balancing Nuclear Deterrence with Disarmament
Advocacy: India calls for a time-bound framework for
universal disarmament in international forums like the
Conference on Disarmament (CD), United Nations
(UN), and IAEA.
€ However, as of 2023, India possesses around 160
warheads,
modernization, including submarine-launched
ballistic missiles (SLBMs) like K-4, signals a
commitment to strengthening deterrence even
while supporting non-proliferation.

nuclear and its  continued

® Managing the China-Pakistan Nuclear Axis: India faces
a two-front nuclear threat from China and Pakistan,
making nuclear deterrence a strategic necessity.

€ China is rapidly modernizing its nuclear triad,
hypersonic missiles, and MIRV capabilities,
raising concerns for India’s security.

@ Pakistan’s full-spectrum deterrence policy
includes low-yield TNWs, which could be used in
conventional conflicts, challenging India’s massive
retaliation doctrine.

® Emerging Technologies and the Future of Nuclear
Deterrence: The introduction of hypersonic weapons,

cyberwarfare, and Al-driven nuclear command
systems poses new challenges to India’s nuclear
posture.

€ The 2019 Kudankulam nuclear power plant
cyberattack demonstrated vulnerabilities in
India’s nuclear infrastructure.
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Should India Revise Its No-First-Use (NFU) Policy?

Arguments in Favor of Revising NFU Arguments Against Revising NFU

1. Adapting to Pakistan’s TNWSs — Pakistan’s tactical nukes lower | 1. India’s Responsible Image — NFU aligns with India’s
the nuclear threshold, making India’s massive retaliation less | global disarmament commitment and enhances
credible. A flexible posture could strengthen deterrence. diplomatic credibility. A shift could appear escalatory.
2. Countering China’s Nuclear Expansion — China’s growing arsenal | 2. Avoiding a South Asian Arms Race — Moving away
and Indo-Pacific assertiveness challenge India’s deterrence. A from NFU could push Pakistan toward a more aggressive
more ambiguous doctrine could strengthen deterrence. nuclear posture, heightening instability.

3. Strategic Signaling — A flexible nuclear policy prevents 3. Strengthening Second-Strike Instead — Instead of
adversaries from assuming India’s response will always be  revising NFU, India can bolster deterrence by:
restrained, reducing miscalculations.

Strengthening India’s Nuclear Strategy: 14. Analyze India’s engagement with Africa in the 21 century

® Modernizing India’s Nuclear Deterrent by examining the geopolitical and geoeconomic

@ Develop Multiple Independently Targetable dimensions of the partnership. (250 words)

Reentry Vehicles (MIRVs) to enhance second- Approach:

strike capability. ® |Introduce the answer by briefing about the
@ Advance India’s submarine-launched ballistic significance of Africa for India
missile (SLBM) program for assured deterrence. ® Give Geopolitical and geoeconomic dimensions of

® Enhancing Strategic Communication and Ambiguity the partnership

® Highlight Key Frictions in the Partnership and

€ Retain NFU but introduce strategic ambiguity to .
Suggest Measures to Strengthen the Partnership

increase deterrence flexibility. )
® Conclude suitably.

@ Clarify conditions for nuclear retaliation,

) . . ) Introduction:
ensuring adversaries do not exploit India’s

India’s engagement with Africa in the 21t century
reflects a strategic shift from historical solidarity to a mutually
beneficial developmental and strategic partnership.

doctrine.
® Expanding India’s Diplomatic Engagement in Global
Arms Control
@ Advocate for a multilateral No First Use (NFU)
Treaty to bring China and Pakistan into a similar

® Asthe global balance of power evolves, Africa emerges
as a geoeconomic opportunity and a geopolitical
partner, central to India’s aspirations for energy

security, multilateral reform, and South-South
€ Strengthen engagement with NSG, IAEA, and cooperation.

global arms control initiatives to shape nuclear = gody:

nuclear restraint regime.

non-proliferation norms. ® Geoeconomic Dimensions

Conclusion: @ Critical Minerals and Strategic Resources

While shifting to a first-use policy may increase risks O Africa holds 30% of global critical mineral
of escalation, strengthening second-strike capabilities, reserves, crucial for India’s EV goals (30% EVs
enhancing strategic ambiguity, and modernizing nuclear by 2030) and clean energy ambitions.
deterrence would be a more balanced and responsible O Zimbabwe (lithium), South Africa (platinum
approach. group metals), DRC (cobalt) are pivotal.
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O India must align its Critical Minerals Mission
with
industrialization beyond ‘pit-to-port’.
€ Trade and Market Access

O Bilateral trade reached USD 98 billion (2022-

23); minerals and mining account for USD 43

Africa’s push for value-added

billion.
O The AfCFTA opens a single market of 1.3
billion, supporting India’s export

diversification.
@ Energy and Infrastructure
O Africa supplies 15% of India’s oil (e.g.,
Nigeria, Angola).

O India’s USD 2 billion commitment under the
International Solar Alliance advances energy
access and India’s climate diplomacy.
Geopolitical Dimensions

€ Strategic and Multilateral Alignment
O Africa’s 54 nations are a crucial voting bloc.
India supports UNSC reforms and African
Union’s G20 membership (achieved under
India’s G20 presidency in 2023).
A robust partnership counters rising Chinese influence
and promotes a multipolar world order.

€ Maritime and Security Cooperation

O Eastern Africa is vital to India’s interests in
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

O Initiatives  like IMT  TRILAT (India-
Mozambique-Tanzania) and anti-piracy
patrols off Somalia secure maritime trade
routes.

€ Diaspora Linkages

O The 3 million-strong Indian diasporain Africa
bolsters cultural and economic ties.

O Initiatives like the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

focused on African Indians to deepen this

connection.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Key Frictions in the Partnership:

Investment Lag

Product Perception

Regional Imbalance

Execution Challenges

Resource Rivalry

Challenge ‘ lllustration

India trails China; e.g., ArcelorMittal
exit from Senegal ($2.2 bn project).
Quality issues (e.g., 2022 Gambia
cough syrup tragedy) affect trust.
Overemphasis on East/South
Africa; West Africa under-engaged.
Project delays (e.g., Rivatex, Kenya)
undermine credibility.

Increasing competition with China
(Djibouti presence) in energy and
mineral assets.

Towards a Strategic Synergy:

Strategic Minerals Partnership: Co-develop mining
supported by an India-Africa Mineral
Development Fund.

assets,

Digital & Skill Diplomacy: Launch “Digital Skills for
Africa”, establish IIT/IIM campuses, and expand ITEC
programs.

Balanced Regional Outreach: Broaden engagement to
West and Central Africa with targeted investment
missions.

Agri-Tech and Innovation: Replicate India’s e-NAM
model, create Indo-African model farms, and promote
agri startups.

Conclusion:

Africa is no longer just a partner in moral solidarity,

but a strategic collaborator in India’s quest for energy
security, global influence, and sustainable development. A

geo-economically empowered and geopolitically aligned
India-Africa partnership can shape an inclusive global order
while securing mutual growth.

Social Justice

15.

Higher education reforms in India are crucial for fostering
social mobility and equity. Evaluate the role of National
Education Policy 2020 in ensuring accessibility and quality
in higher education. (250 words)
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Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the status of
Higher Education System in India

® Highlight the Role of NEP 2020 in Ensuring
Accessibility and Quality in Higher Education

® Delve into the Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020
and suggest Measures for Strengthening Higher
Education System:

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

India’s higher education system has long grappled with
challenges such as low Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), faculty
shortages, outdated curricula, and inadequate industry
linkages.

® The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to
address these issues by introducing structural reforms
to enhance accessibility, quality, and equity in higher
education.
Body:
Role of NEP 2020 in Ensuring Accessibility in Higher
Education:
® Increasing Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) and Inclusivity
€ NEP 2020 targets an increase in GER from 27.3%
(AISHE 2023) to 50% by 2035, ensuring wider
access to higher education.

@ Emphasizes gender parity and inclusion of
marginalized groups through scholarships and
financial aid for SC/ST, OBCs, and economically
weaker sections (EWS).

€ Expands Open and Distance Learning (ODL) and
online education to cater to rural and working
professionals.

® Multiple Entry-Exit System and Academic Flexibility

€ The introduction of multiple entry-exit options
allows students to re-enter higher education
without losing academic progress.

€ The Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) enables
students to store and transfer credits across
institutions, ensuring continuity in learning.

@ These reforms prevent dropout wastage and
make higher education more accessible to
working  professionals and disadvantaged
students.

® Digital Learning and EdTech Integration

€ NEP 2020 promotes digital education through
platforms like SWAYAM, DIKSHA, and PM eVidya,
offering Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).

@ Encourages hybrid learning models by integrating
online and offline teaching methods.

@ The Digital University concept aims to bridge the
digital divide by providing high-quality education
to remote areas.

Role of NEP 2020 in Ensuring Quality in Higher Education:
® Curriculum Reform and Multidisciplinary Approach
€ NEP 2020 replaces rigid discipline-based learning
with a flexible, multidisciplinary approach.

@ Encourages four-year undergraduate programs
with interdisciplinary specializations and
research components.

€ Promotes Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) by
integrating subjects like yoga, Ayurveda, and
philosophy with modern disciplines.

® Strengthening Research and Innovation

@ Establishment of the National Research
Foundation (NRF) to improve India’s research
output and increase R&D funding.

€ Encourages academia-industry collaboration for
applied research and innovation.

€ India’s Global Innovation Index ranking (40th in
2023) can improve with enhanced research focus.

® Improving Faculty Quality and Training

@ The Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National
Missionon Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT)
enhances teacher training and pedagogy.

€ Addresses faculty shortages through reforms in
recruitment and training, reducing vacancies in
IITs, [IMs, and other institutions.

€ Promotes faculty exchange programs with
international universities to enhance teaching
quality.
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Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020:
® Faculty Shortages: 40% vacancies in IITs and 31% in
IIMs hinder teaching quality.
® Low GER & Inequality: Rural and marginalized
communities still struggle with accessibility.
® Research Funding Gap: India’s R&D spending at 0.7%
of GDP falls short of the global 1.8% average.
® Digital Divide: Only 34% of schools have the internet,
limiting online learning opportunities.
® Industry-Academia Disconnect: Outdated curricula
contribute to a low employability rate of 54.81%.
Measures for Strengthening Higher Education System:
® Strengthening Research and Innovation

@ Increase R&D fundingto 2% of GDP and encourage
public-private  partnerships for research
development.

@ Establish Research & Innovation Clusters linking
universities, industries, and  government
institutions.

® Enhancing Digital Infrastructure

@ Expand broadband connectivity and 5G-powered
virtual learning to bridge the digital divide in
rural areas.

€ Equip universities with Al-driven learning tools
and digital classrooms.

® Improving Faculty Recruitment and Training

¢ Offer competitive salaries and research grants to
attract global faculty talent.
Link SWAYAM with faculty development
programs for continuous learning.

® Strengthening Industry-Academia Collaboration

@ Establish Centers of Excellence (CoEs) in
universities for industry-relevant skill training.

€ Implement internships and apprenticeships as
mandatory degree components.

® Expanding International Collaborations

€ Promote Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) globally
through cultural education programs.

€ Encourage more Indian universities to set up
global campuses, following [IT Madras’ Zanzibar
model.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Conclusion:

The National Education Policy 2020 is a landmark reform
aimed at making India’s higher education accessible, inclusive,
and globally competitive. By introducing multidisciplinary
learning, digital education, research funding, and regulatory
simplifications, NEP 2020 lays the foundation for a future-
ready education system.

16. Assess the implementation challenges of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 and suggest measures
to strengthen its effectiveness. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016

® Give me Implementation Challenges of the RPWD
Act, 2016

® Suggest Measures to Strengthen the Effectiveness of
the RPWD Act, 2016

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act,
2016 was enacted to replace the Persons with Disabilities
(PWD) Act, 1995. It expanded the definition of disability from
7 to 21 categories, emphasizing dignity, non-discrimination,
and inclusion. However, despite its progressive provisions,
implementation challenges persist, hindering the realization
of its objectives.

Body:
Implementation Challenges of the RPWD Act, 2016
® Inadequate Resource Allocation
@ The Parliamentary Standing Committee (2022-
23) highlighted suboptimal budget allocation for
disability programs.
@ The budget for Schemes for Implementation of
the RPWD Act (SIPDA) increased by less than 9%
between 2016-17 and 2020-21, despite the
expansion of program components.
O The disability pension under the Indira
Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme
is only X300-500 per month, insufficient
given rising inflation.
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® Coordination Issues and Bureaucratic Hurdles
€ Poor inter-departmental coordination has led to
delays in implementing key provisions, such as
ensuring accessible infrastructure and job
reservations.
€ States fail to submit Utilization Certificates (UCs)
on time, leading to delays in central fund
disbursement for PwD welfare initiatives.
O Many PwDs face challenges in obtaining a
Unique Disability ID (UDID) due to stringent
documentation requirements and
bureaucratic inefficiencies.
® Employment and Economic Marginalization
@ Though the Act provides 4% reservation in
government jobs, only 34 lakh out of 1.3 crore
employable PwDs are in formal employment.
O Many companies prefer to pay fines rather
than comply with disability hiring norms.
€ The informal sector remains largely unregulated,
offering little scope for PwDs’ economic inclusion.
O Lack of skill development programs tailored
for PwDs under Skill India and PMKVY
further limits their employability.
® Barriers to Education and Healthcare
€ The National Fellowship Scheme is the only
educational initiative meeting its targets, while
other PwD education schemes remain
underfunded and stagnant.
O Many higher education institutions fail to

provide inclusive learning materials,
assistive technologies, and accessible
infrastructure.

€ Healthcare challenges include:

O Public health schemes (e.g., Ayushman
Bharat) not covering rehabilitation services,
assistive devices, or long-term disability
care.

O Mental healthcare services for PwDs remain
underdeveloped.

® Societal Stigma and Discrimination
@ Deep-rooted ableism results in social exclusion
and discriminatory attitudes in workplaces and
public spaces.

4 Women with disabilities face dual
discrimination—limiting  their  access to
education, healthcare, and employment (only
23% of women with disabilities work, compared
to 47% of men).

® Weak Monitoring and Accountability Mechanisms

@ The Office of the Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities lacks adequate autonomy and
enforcement powers to ensure policy
implementation.

O Time-boundgrievanceredressalmechanisms
for PwDs facing discrimination or rights
denial are largely absent.

Measures to Strengthen the Effectiveness of the RPWD Act,
2016:
® Enhance Budget Allocation and Resource Availability

@ Increase financial allocation for SIPDA to match
the expanded scope of disability rights programs.
O Revise disability pensions to reflect inflation-

adjusted cost of living.

@ Introduce special funding schemes for assistive
devices, rehabilitation services, and digital
accessibility tools.

® Strengthen Coordination and Administrative Efficiency

@ Create a centralized digital portal for tracking
state-level fund utilization and ensuring timely
release of funds.

€@ Simplify the UDID registration process by
integrating it with Aadhaar and existing
government databases to reduce documentation
barriers.

® Improve Accessibility in Infrastructure and Digital
Platforms
€ Mandate universal compliance with the ICT

Accessibility Standard IS 17802 across
government, financial, and educational digital
services.

@ Ensure that all public transport and urban
infrastructure projects incorporate disability-
accessible designs.

O Expand Accessible India Campaign targets to
cover private housing projects as well.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

Mains

Test Series
Courses

SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module
Course

Drishti

Learning >

App

'“n“__

Y s L
SCAN ME SCAN ME

www.drishtiias.com



www.drishtiias.com

® Promote Inclusive Employment and Workplace

Policies

€ Introduce a National Disability-Inclusive
Employment Policy mandating:

O Vocational training tailored for PwDs under

Skill India and PMKVY.
O A Disability Employment Index to track
inclusive hiring in public and private sectors.
@ Offer tax incentives to businesses hiring PwDs
and penalize non-compliance with reservation
policies.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Specialised Campaigns Against Societal Stigma and
Increase Awareness:

@ Incorporate disability sensitivity training in

schools, workplaces, and public administration.
O Enforce Supreme Court guidelines on
disability representation in media to counter

negative stereotypes.
Conclusion:

RPWD Act, 2016 is a landmark step in ensuring equal
rights and dignity for persons with disabilities. It aligns India’s
legal framework with the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 2006.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy Body:

. . . . . H Circul E S t
17. How can the circular economy model help in addressing India’s twin challenges ow  Lircufar  tconomy  Supports

of economic growth and environmental degradation? lllustrate with examples.
(150 Words) ® Job Creation and Market

Expansion:

Economic Growth:

Approach:
@ CE industries such as waste

management, recycling,
bio-economy, and green
manufacturing can create
millions of jobs.

® |n introduction, define the circular economy and its role in balancing
economic growth and environmental sustainability.

® Discuss the Economic and Environmental Benefits with relevant examples.

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction: .
€@ Example: E-waste recycling

in India is projected to
generate 500,000 jobs by

The circular economy (CE) is an economic model that promotes resource
efficiency, waste minimization, and sustainability by shifting from a linear ‘take-
make-dispose’ system to a regenerative approach. India’s transition to a circular

economy could generate $2 trillion in market value. and create 10 million jobs 2030 (FICCl report).
by 2050. By integrating circularity, India can simultaneously address its economic =~ ® Resource Efficiency and Cost
growth needs and environmental challenges. Reduction:
€ Reuse and remanufacturing
% reduce dependency on raw
DESIGMN . .
materials, cutting

RAW MATERIAL .
X PRODUCTION production costs and

REMANUFACTURING . oy
=, enhancing competitiveness.

@ Example: Tata  Steel’s
RESIDUAL circular steel recycling
WASTE L
initiative reduces raw

material consumption and

RECYCLING DISTRIBUTION

&~

lowers costs.

GIRBULAR ‘ m ® Boost to MSMEs and Startups:

EG{]NUMY @ Encourages entrepreneurs-
hip in waste-to-wealth
sectors, including bio-based
products and sustainable

textiles.
€ Example: The Waste to
COLLECTION CONSUMPTION Wealth Mission under
Swachh Bharat promotes
REPAIR | REUSE innovative circular economy
models.
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How Circular Environmental

Degradation:

Economy Mitigates

® Reduction in Waste Generation and Landfill
Dependence:
€ CE minimizes waste by extending product life
cycles through recycling and reusability.
€ Example: The SBM Waste to Wealth PMS Portal
tracks municipal solid waste and promotes
sustainable disposal.
® Control Over Pollution and Carbon Emissions:
€ CE reduces emissions from industrial production,
transportation, and landfill methane release.
€ Example: Circularity in India’s construction sector
(using recycled materials) could cut 40% of CO,
emissions.
® Sustainable Plastic and E-Waste Management:
€ India’s Plastic Waste Management Rules (2022)
ban single-use plastics and promote Extended

Producer Responsibility (EPR).

€@ Example: E-waste Management Rules (2022)
mandate electronics manufacturers to recycle

70% of e-waste by 2027.

O Also, MoU between CSIR and MoHUA
focuses on scientific waste management
solutions for urban sustainability.

® Agricultural Sustainability through Circular Practices:
€ Biochar from crop waste and organic composting
reduce stubble burning and enhance soil fertility.

€ Example: Indore’s Bio-CNG plant converts organic
waste into clean energy, reducing landfill burden.

Conclusion:

India’s shift to a circular economy can drive economic
growth while mitigating environmental degradation. By
implementing policy reforms, industry collaboration, and
technological innovation, India can maximize resource
efficiency, reduce waste, and promote sustainable
development in alignment with Mission LiFE and SDGs.

18. Discuss the structural factors responsible for growth-
employment mismatch in India and propose strategic
interventions to ensure growth that is both robust and
employment-intensive. (250 words)

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the growth-
employment mismatch in India
® Highlight the Structural Factors Responsible for
Growth-Employment Mismatch
® Suggest Strategic Interventions to Ensure
Employment-Intensive Growth

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India has experienced high economic growth (6.4%
in FY25), but this has not translated proportionally into job
creation. The phenomenon of jobless growth is a major
concern, where GDP expansion has been driven by capital-
intensive industries, automation, and technology-led
productivity, rather than labor-intensive sectors.

Body:

Structural Factors Responsible for Growth-Employment

Mismatch

® (Capital-Intensive Growth and Automation
@ Rise of Al and automation in industries like

manufacturing, banking, and governance has
substituted low-skilled jobs with high-tech,
productivity-driven operations.

O Example: IndiaAl Mission and BharatGen
(2024), which promote Al-driven governance,
can reduce demand for traditional service-
sector jobs.

® Skill Gaps and Mismatch Between Education and
Industry Needs
€ Indiahasapredominantly unorganized workforce

(90%), with only 20% of the workforce formally

skilled.

O Tech-drivenindustriessuchassemiconductor
fabrication, Al, and quantum computing
face a shortage of skilled professionals.

® Digital Divide and Unequal Job Creation
@ While urban India is benefiting from 5G rollout
and the startup ecosystem, rural India lags in
internet penetration and digital literacy.
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O 45% of India’s population (665 million
people) lacks internet access (2023), limiting
their participation in the digital economy
and e-commerce sector.

® Weak MSME Ecosystem and Credit Constraints
€ MSMEs contribute 30% to GDP and 40% of
exports, but only 20% have access to formal
credit, restricting expansion and job creation.

O CRISIL estimates that only 2.5 crore out of
6.3 crore MSMEs have availed formal credit,
highlighting a significant financing gap.

® Regulatory Bottlenecks and Rigid Labor Laws

€ Complex compliance requirements discourage

labor-intensive industries such as textiles,
construction, and food processing from
expanding.

O India’s four labor codes have been passed
but not fully implemented, delaying labor
market flexibility.

Strategic Interventions to Ensure Employment-Intensive
Growth
® Skilling and Workforce Transformation for Emerging
Industries
€ Expand PMKVY (Skill India Mission) with a focus
on Al, robotics, semiconductor design, and green
energy.
€ Strengthen vocational education in schools and
colleges, integrating Industry 4.0 skills.
® Strengthening MSMEs and Entrepreneurship
€ Expand ECLGS and MUDRA loans to improve

MSME  liquidity

requirements.

and reduce collateral

€ Promote technology adoption in MSMEs through
cluster-based development.
and

® Boosting Labor-Intensive

Domestic Value Chains

Manufacturing

€ Implement PLI schemes for labor-intensive
sectors (textiles, food processing, leather, and
handicrafts) to generate large-scale employment.
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O Expand plug-and-play industrial zones to
simplify business setup and encourage
investment.

® Promoting Rural Digital Inclusion and Gig Economy
Jobs

@ Accelerate PM WANI Wi-Fi implementation for
rural areas to improve digital job accessibility.

€ Integrate e-commerce and gig work opportunities
for rural entrepreneurs through platforms like
ONDC and UPI-linked fintech services.

® Reforming Labor Laws for Greater Flexibility

@ Fast-track implementation of the four labor
codes to encourage formal job creation.

@ |Introduce flexible hiring models (gig economy
regulations) to support digital and platform-
based employment.

® Incentivizing Green Jobs and Sustainable Growth

@ Expand National Green Hydrogen Mission job
training programs to enable workforce transition.

€ Promote circular economy-based industries such
asrecycling, waste management, and sustainable
packaging.

Conclusion:

To ensure inclusive and employment-intensive growth,
India must bridge the digital divide, reform labor policies,
invest in workforce reskilling, and strengthen MSMEs. By
focusing on labor-intensive manufacturing, domestic value
chains, and green jobs, India can achieve sustainable and
equitable economic growth.

19. Analyze therole of the logistics sector in India’s economic
transformation. Discuss the key challenges hindering its
potential and propose strategic interventions to enhance
its efficiency and competitiveness. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s
logistic sector

® Give Role of Logistics Sector in India’s Economic
Transformation

® Delve into challenges and suggest strategic
interventions

® Conclude suitably.
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Introduction:

The logistics sector acts as a backbone for economic
growth by facilitating smooth movement of goods and
services across regions. In India, the sector has witnessed a
Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 11% from FY2019
to FY2024 and is projected to reach %35.3 trillion by FY2029.
Body:

Role of Logistics Sector in India’s Economic Transformation
® Trade and Export Facilitation: Efficient logistics lowers
transaction costs, boosts export competitiveness, and
supports initiatives like Make in India. For instance, the

India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)

aims to enhance trade connectivity.

® E-commerce and Job Creation: The sector has
expanded with the e-commerce boom (27% CAGR to
reach $163 billion by 2026), creating demand for last-
mile delivery and generating employment.

® Infrastructure-led Growth: Initiatives like Gati Shakti
and the National Logistics Policy (NLP) are improving
multimodal connectivity and reducing logistics costs

(currently 13% of GDP).

® Support to Agriculture and MSMEs: Development of
cold chains and warehouses helps reduce post-harvest
losses and strengthens rural supply chains.
® Attracting Investment: Logistics parks, digitization, and
3PL/4PL services are drawing domestic and foreign
investments, boosting formalization and innovation.
Key Challenges:

Area ‘ Challenges

Infrastructure Bottlenecks like poor roads, port
congestion, and delayed projects (e.g.,
DFCs).

Market Structure | 90% unorganized sector leads to
inefficiencies and lack of standardization.

Skill Deficit Severe shortage of trained personnel
in warehousing, SCM, and tech-driven
roles.

Last-Mile Urban congestion and poor address

Delivery systems raise costs (41% of logistics
costs).

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

High carbon emissions; limited EV
penetration and green infrastructure.
Road dominates freight share (60%);
rail’s share down from 85% (1951) to
<30% (2022).

Increasing digital threats amid rapid
tech adoption.

Sustainability

Multimodal Gaps

Cybersecurity
Risks

Strategic Interventions:

Fast-track
Multimodal Logistics

® Accelerate Infrastructure  Projects:
Dedicated Freight Corridors,
Parks, and rural connectivity (e.g., Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link).

® Regulatory Reforms: Implement single-window
clearance and harmonize state-level logistics policies
using platforms like e-SANCHIT.

® Technology Adoption: Scale up use of Al, loT, and

blockchain via ULIP and incentivize India-specific

innovations.
® Skill Development: Launch a national logistics
certification framework and collaborate with

e-commerce firms for last-mile workforce training.

® Green Logistics Push: Provide tax breaks for green
tech, expand EV charginginfrastructure, and implement
a carbon credit system for logistics.

® Multimodal
Multimodal Logistics Parks and incentivize shift to

Integration: Develop  Integrated
railways and inland waterways under Bharatmala.
® Cybersecurity Framework: Establish L-CERT (Logistics
Cyber Emergency Response Team) and make cyber
audits mandatory for logistics firms.
Conclusion:

A modern, efficient logistics sector is critical for
reducing transaction costs, supporting exports, generating
employment, and enabling inclusive economic growth.
With targeted reforms and sustained investments, India can
transform its logistics landscape to match global benchmarks
and accelerate its economic transformation journey.
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Science and Technology

20. Analyze the role of technology and innovation in
transforming India’s manufacturing sector. How can India
better prepare for Industry 4.0? (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the e role of
technology and innovation in transforming India’s
manufacturing sector

® Give key arguments and examples to Role of
Technology and Innovation in India’s Manufacturing
Transformation and Highlight Challenges Hindering
India’s Transition to Industry 4.0

® Suggest Strategies for Industry 4.0 Readiness

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India’s manufacturing sector is undergoing a
transformation, driven by technological advancements and
innovation. Policies like Make in India and the Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme have spurred investment in
automation, artificial intelligence (Al).

® With the advent of Industry 4.0, India must accelerate
itsadoption of digitaltechnologiesto boost productivity,
global competitiveness, and economic growth.
Body:
Role of Technology and Innovation in India’s Manufacturing
Transformation:
® Digitalization and Smart Manufacturing
@ The adoption of Al, loT, big data, and cloud
computing is enhancing efficiency, reducing
downtime, and improving predictive maintenance
in industries.
O Example: The National Quantum Mission
and semiconductor fabrication initiatives
(e.g., Micron’s plant in Dholera) are driving
high-tech manufacturing.
® Infrastructure and Logistics
Optimization
€ The Gati Shakti National Master Plan integrates
road, rail, air, and port connectivity, improving
supply chain efficiency.

Development

O Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC) and PM
MITRA Textile Parks are fostering industrial
cluster growth.

O The X11.21 lakh crore allocation in Budget

2025-26 strengthens infrastructure
development.
® Green and Sustainable Manufacturing
€ India is transitioning towards sustainable

production with initiatives like the National

Green Hydrogen Mission and FAME Il (electric

mobility incentives).

O Target: 50% of energy from non-fossil fuels
by 2030 and 5 MMT of green hydrogen
annually.

® Global Integration and Supply Chain Realignment
€ The China+l strategy is encouraging global
companies like Apple, Tesla, and Samsung to
expand Indian production facilities.

O India’s iPhone exports surged to $5 billion in
FY23, showcasing India’s emergence as an
alternative manufacturing hub.

Challenges Hindering India’s Transition to Industry 4.0:
® High Logistics & Supply Chain Costs: India’s logistics
costs (14-18% of GDP) exceed the global benchmark
(8%), reducing export competitiveness.
® Skill Gaps & Labor Market Rigidities: With 90% of the
workforce in the unorganized sector, adapting to Al-
driven production remains challenging.
® Weak MSME Ecosystem & Credit Constraints: Only
20% of MSMEs have formal credit access, limiting
innovation.
€ Low R&D investment (0.65% of GDP vs. 2.4% in
China) hampers high-tech manufacturing.
® Import Dependence for Critical Components: India
imports 70% of APIs and semiconductor components
from China, creating supply chain risks.
€ Semiconductor imports surged 18.5% to X1.71
lakh crore in 2023-24.
Strategies for Industry 4.0 Readiness
® Enhancing Logistics and Supply Chain Efficiency
@ Fast-track Gati Shakti Master Plan to optimize
multi-modal transportation and reduce transit
delays.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

UPSC

Mains >
Test Series
2025

UPSC R
Classroom 104
Courses [w] gy

SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module >
Course

Drishti

Learning >

App

SCAN NIE SCAN ME

www.drishtiias.com



www.drishtiias.com

€ Strengthen port modernization and inland

waterways for global trade competitiveness.
® Skilling Workforce for Industry 4.0

€ Expand Skill India and PMKVY programs with a
focus on Al, robotics, loT, and semiconductors.

€ Foster industry-academia collaboration to bridge
the skill gap.

® Strengthening MSME Ecosystem and R&D Investment
€ Expand ECLGS (Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme) to improve MSME liquidity.

@ Establish technology hubs for MSMEs to facilitate

access to automation and Al.
® Boosting Domestic Manufacturing and Reducing
Import Dependence

€ Scale up Semicon India Program (376,000 crore)
to establish chip fabrication facilities.

@ Develop special economic zones (SEZs) for
electronic components to encourage local
manufacturing.

® Expanding Global Trade Partnerships and Market
Access

@ Finalize pending Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
with the EU, UK, and Canada to improve export
competitiveness.

€ Enhance participation in global value chains
(GVCs) by integrating MSMEs with multinational
supply networks.

Conclusion:

India stands at the cusp of a manufacturing revolution
driven by technology, innovation, and policy support. By
leveraging digital transformation, sustainable manufacturing,
and global partnerships, India can establish itself as a global
leader in advanced manufacturing and achieve its Viksit
Bharat @ 2047 vision.

Biodiversity and Environment

21. Examine the ecological and socio-economic implications
of climate change on India’s coastal biodiversity. How
can integrated coastal zone management help mitigate
the potential long-term impacts on marine ecosystems?
(250 words)

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s
coastal vulnerability to climate change.

® Delve into the Ecological Implications of Climate
Change on Coastal Biodiversity and Socio-Economic
Implications

® Highlight the Role of Integrated Coastal Zone
Management in Mitigating Long-Term Impacts on
Coastal Ecosystem

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) is a
dynamic, multidisciplinary and iterative process to promote
sustainable management, essential for India’s 7,500 km
coastline, which sustains diverse ecosystems and livelihoods.

® However, climate change-driven threats—rising sea
levels, erosion, and extreme weather—are disrupting
this delicate balance, endangering both the
environment and coastal communities.
Body:
Ecological Implications of Climate Change on Coastal
Biodiversity
® Habitat Loss and Degradation
@ Sea-Level Rise (SLR): Since 1900, the global
average sea level has risen by approximately 15-
20 cm, a rate much faster than historical averages.
O This threatens ecosystems like the
Sundarbans, which could lose the majority
of its area, endangering species like the
Royal Bengal Tiger.
O Areas like Satabhaya (Odisha) and Vypin
Island (Kerala) are experiencing rapid coastal
erosion, leading to habitat loss.
€ Coral Bleaching: Rising sea temperatures have
caused mass bleaching events in the Gulf of
Mannar, disrupting marine food chains.
® Decline in Marine Species and Disrupted Food Chains
@ Loss of Breeding and Nesting Sites: Rising water
levels threaten the nesting grounds of Olive
Ridley turtles in Odisha, leading to a decline in
their population.
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@ Reduced Fish Stocks:
temperature and salinity impact fish breeding and

Changes in ocean
migration patterns, affecting species like Hilsa
and golden anchovy.

® Increased Vulnerability to Natural Disasters
€ The destruction of natural barriers like mangroves
(which reduce wave energy by 93-98% on mild
slopes) increases the impact of cyclones and
storm surges, as seen during Cyclone Amphan.
Socio-Economic Implications of Climate Change on Coastal

Communities
® Threat to Livelihoods
@ Fisheries: Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector in the
country provides livelihood support to a total 28
million fishers.
O Rising sea levels and declining fish stocks
threaten their income and food security.
€ Agriculture: Seawater intrusion causes soil
salinization, reducing agricultural productivity in
coastal regions like Sundarbans and Gujarat’s
Kutch region.
€ Tourism: Popular coastal destinations like Goa
and Kerala face increasing coastal erosion,
impacting the tourism industry.
® Displacement and Loss of Settlements
€ By 2050, 36 million Indians could lose their homes
and livelihoods to flooding caused by rising sea
levels
€ 16 villages in Odisha have already gone under
seawater, forcing residents to relocate.
® Health and Water Security Concerns
€ Salinity intrusion in freshwater sources increases
the risk of waterborne diseases.
O Warmer temperatures promote vector-
borne diseases such as malaria and dengue

in coastal areas.

Role of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Mitigating
Long-Term Impacts on Coastal Ecosystem:

Sustainable Coastal Development and Regulation
€ Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification (1991,
amended in 2019) aims to balance development
with environmental protection by restricting
construction near vulnerable coastal areas.

O ICZM Plans: Under the World Bank-assisted
ICZM Project, states like Odisha, Gujarat,
and West Bengal have developed coastal
conservation strategies.

® Restoration of Natural Ecosystems

€ Mangrove Afforestation: Planting mangroves
acts as a natural buffer against erosion and
cyclones.
O India’s MISHTI scheme aims to expand

mangrove cover.

€ Coral Reef Conservation: Projects like the “Coral
Restoration Programme” in Gulf of Mannar help
rebuild damaged reefs.

® Infrastructure and Disaster Resilience
€ Sea Walls and Embankments: Coastal cities like
Mumbai and Chennai are investing in storm surge
barriers.
€ Early Warning Systems: The Indian National
Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS)
provides real-time alerts for coastal hazards.
® Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods
@ Encouraging salt-resistant crop varieties and
floating agriculture (practiced in Sundarbans).
€ Supportingalternative livelihoods like ecotourism
and agriculture for fishing communities.
Conclusion:

ICZM promotes climate resilience through sustainable
policies, ecosystem restoration, and community engagement.
Coordinated efforts at all levels are vital for protecting India’s
coasts, aligning with SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 14
(Life Below Water).
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22. Despite multiple policy initiatives, air pollution remains
a persistent problem in India. Identify the key
implementation gaps and suggest measures to improve
air quality management. (250 Words)

Approach:
® |Inintroduction, briefly introduce India’s air pollution
crisis and its ranking in global assessments.
® Discuss key implementation gaps and suggest
measures to improve air quality management:
suggest practical and policy-driven solutions.

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Despite various policy initiatives, India continues to rank
among the world’s most polluted countries . The World Air
Quality Report 2024 highlights that Delhi remains the most
polluted national capital, while Byrnihat (Assam-Meghalaya
border) is the world’s most polluted city. While policies like
the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) exist, inconsistent
implementation and lack of coordination hinder effective
pollution control.

Body:
Key Implementation Gaps in Air Pollution Control:

® Weak Enforcement of Policies and Regulations:
Despite frameworks like the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) and the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP), their implementation is inconsistent
across states and cities.
€@ Some cities, including Delhi, have underutilized

funds allocated under the NCAP.

® Inadequate Air Quality Monitoring: Out of 130 cities,
28 still do not have Continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring Stations (CAAQMS).

® Ineffective Management of Crop Stubble Burning:
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh continue to
witness large-scale stubble burning despite initiatives
like bio-decomposers and financial incentives. 60% of
Delhi’s winter air pollution is linked to this issue.

® Rapid Urbanization and Vehicular Growth: India’s
transport sector accounts for over 12% of CO,
emissions, with an exponential rise in two-wheelers

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

and budget cars, increasing traffic congestion and air
pollution.
® Dependence on Fossil Fuels for Power Generation:
Coal-fired power plants contribute over 50% of sulfur
dioxide (SO;) emissions, with inadequate adoption of
clean energy alternatives.
® Unregulated Industrial and Construction Activities:
Brick kilns, cement industries, and construction dust
significantly increase suspended particulate matter
(SPM), exacerbating air pollution in cities like Delhi,
Ghaziabad, and Kanpur.
® Limited Public Awareness and Behavioral Change:
Citizen participation in pollution control remains low
due to a lack of awareness about the health risks
associated with poor air quality.
To address these challenges, the following measures can
be undertaken:
Measures to Improve Air Quality Management:
® Strengthening Policy Implementation and
Accountability: Enhance state-level enforcement of
NCAP and GRAP with real-time penalties for non-
compliance.
@ Create regional pollution control task forces to
address transboundary pollution issues.
® Expanding Air Quality Monitoring Infrastructure:
Increase the number of CAAQMS stations in Tier-2 and
Tier-3 cities.
@ Use Al-based satellite monitoring to track
pollution hotspots in real-time.
® Airshed Development for Regional Pollution Control:
Implement airshed management to coordinate
pollution control across multiple states sharing the
same air basin.
@ Develop joint action plans between neighboring
states, similar to the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) model.
® Sustainable Solutions for Stubble Burning: Provide

direct incentives to farmers for adopting bio-
decomposers and crop residue management
techniques.
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@ Promote compressed biogas (CBG) plants to
convert agricultural waste into biofuel.
® Transition to Clean Energy and Green Mobility:
Accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) with
subsidies and robust charging infrastructure.

€ Impose higher taxes on older, polluting vehicles
and promote public transport expansion.

@ Ensure rapid decommissioning of outdated coal-
fired plants and promote solar and wind energy
adoption.

® Urban Planning and Industrial Regulation: Introduce
green urban spaces and vertical gardens in high-
pollution zones.

€ Mandate the use of anti-smog guns, dust
suppressants, and advanced air filters at
construction sites.

® Public Awareness and Citizen Participation: Launch
nationwide ‘Right to Clean Air’ campaigns similar to
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

€ Introduce air pollution index-based taxation to
encourage industries to adopt cleaner
technologies.

€ Collab with online platforms such as YouTube to
spread awareness.

O For Example, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
has collaborated with TVF’s Panchayat
Webseries to spread awareness about
transparency and accountability.
Conclusion:

India’s air pollution crisis demands strict enforcement,
technological solutions, and public participation. Coordinated
efforts between governments and citizens are crucial for
sustainable air quality management. Without urgent action,
pollution will continue to harm health, economy, and
environment.

Disaster Management

23. Discuss the role of indigenous and traditional knowledge
in disaster risk reduction. Analyze how local community
practices can be further integrated with scientific
approaches to develop more effective disaster
management strategies. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Disaster
risk reduction and role of indigenous and traditional
knowledge

® Give key arguments and examples to the Role of
Indigenous and Traditional Knowledge in Disaster
Risk Reduction

® Suggest measures for the Integration of Indigenous
Knowledge with Scientific Approaches for Effective
Disaster Management

® Conclude by mentioning Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction.

Introduction:

Disaster risk reduction (DRR) requires a comprehensive
approach that integrates scientific advancements with
indigenous and traditional knowledge (ITK). For centuries,
indigenous communities have developed locally adaptive
strategies to withstand natural disasters, demonstrating
resilience.

Body:
Role of Indigenous and Traditional Knowledge in Disaster
Risk Reduction
® Early Warning Systems and Disaster Prediction
€ Indigenous communities use natural indicators to
predict disasters:

O Lepcha Tribe of Sikkim observes animal
behavior, cloud formations, and wind
patterns to forecast landslides and floods.

® Sustainable Infrastructure and Adaptive Architecture
€ Flood-Resistant Housing:

O Mishing Community of Majuli Island, Assam
builds chang-ghars (stilt houses) elevated
above expected flood levels, reducing
damage during monsoons.

O Bamboo and cane construction in flood-
prone areas ensures flexibility and structural
strength.

@ Earthquake-Resilient Housing:

O Bhutia Community of Sikkim constructs
wooden houses with interlocking beams,
allowing flexibility during seismic activities.
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® Natural Resource and Disaster
Mitigation

€ Mangrove Afforestation:

Management

O Sundarbans communities have traditionally
protected mangrove forests, which act as
natural barriers against cyclones and storm
surges.

@ Terrace Farming and Flood Control:

O Zabo farming system in Nagaland combines
water conservation and soil retention,
reducing landslide risks during heavy rainfall.

€ Traditional Water Harvesting:

O Johads (small earthen ponds) in Rajasthan
help mitigate drought impacts by improving
groundwater recharge.

Integration of Indigenous Knowledge with Scientific
Approaches for Effective Disaster Management:

® Strengthening Early Warning Systems: Indigenous
knowledge, passed down through generations,
provides valuable insights into environmental patterns.
€ When integrated with modern technology, it
enhances disaster preparedness and response.
€ Example: In Bangladesh and Odisha, local
fishermen observe wave patterns and wind
directions, which, combined  with
meteorological data, improve cyclone prediction
accuracy.

when

® Combining Traditional and Modern Engineering for

Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure: Merging traditional

wisdom with modern techniques strengthens disaster
resilience.

€ Forinstance, Chang-ghars (stilt houses) in Assam

can be combined with modern flood-resistant

materials like reinforced bamboo and composite

wood for stronger yet sustainable structures.

® Enhancing Sustainable Ecosystem-Based Disaster

Management: Restoring natural ecosystems with the

help of indigenous communities strengthens climate
resilience.

€ Traditional stepwells (Baolis) in Gujarat and

Rajasthan can be restored and linked to modern

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

rainwater harvesting techniques to combat
droughts and water scarcity.
® Policy Integration and Local Governance

€ Recognition of Indigenous Practices in Disaster
Policies: NDMA can institutionalize traditional
practices into national DRR frameworks.

€ Training and Capacity Building: Governments and
NGOs can train communities to document and
refine their indigenous practices with scientific
validation, ensuring wider adoption.

Conclusion:

Indigenous knowledge plays a crucial role in disaster
risk reduction through early warning systems, resilient
infrastructure, and sustainable resource management building
upon the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Internal Security

24. Discuss the strategic, economic, and technological
dimensions of transforming India from a major defence
importer to a potential global defence manufacturing
hub. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the India’s
defense strides

® Give strategic,
dimensions of it

economic, and technological
® Delve into challenges hindering transition and

suggest measures for enhancement

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India, historically one of the world’s largest arms
importers, is undergoing a strategic transformation to emerge
as a self-reliant and export-oriented defence manufacturing
power. This shift is driven by a combination of national
security needs, economic opportunities, and aspirations of
global leadership.

Body:
Strategic Dimensions

® Enhancing National Security and Strategic Autonomy:
Heavy reliance on foreign arms (e.g., S-400 from
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Russia) creates

tensions.

vulnerability during geopolitical

€ |Indigenous defence capability reduces external

dependency  and enhances  operational
sovereignty.
® Expanding Geopolitical Influence: India exports

defence equipment to over 85 countries, and ranks
among the top 25 arms exporters globally.
€ Government-to-Government (G2G) agreements,
such as the India-Japan ACSA, boost diplomatic
and strategic engagement.
® Strengthening Regional Presence:

platforms like INS Vikrant and Pralay missile enhance

Indigenous

maritime strength in the Indo-Pacific. Defence exports
support India’s vision as a net security provider.

® Defence Diplomacy as Soft Power:
exports, such as the BrahMos missile deal with the
Philippines ($375 million), help project India as a

High-profile

responsible and reliable defence partner.
Economic Dimensions
® Surge in Defence Exports: Exports rose 31-fold over
the past decade, reaching 21,083 crore in FY 2023—
24.The target is 35,000 crore by 2025, making defence
a key sector under Make in India.
® Boost to Domestic Manufacturing: Domestic
production hit X1.27 lakh crore in FY24, with 75% of
the defence capital procurement budget earmarked
for Indian industry.
® Growth of Private Sector and MSMEs: Defence licenses
rose from 215 (pre-2014) to 440 (by 2019), reflecting
increased private sector participation.
@ |Initiatives like iDEX and Defence
Corridors in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh are

Industrial

driving investments and innovation.
Technological Dimensions:
® |Indigenous R&D and Innovation: DRDO-led efforts

have yielded exportable systems like BrahMos, Akash,
ALH, and Pinaka.

® Strategic Collaborations and Joint Development: India
is co-developing key technologies with partners:
€ HAL-GE deal for co-producing F414 engines.
@ India—France collaboration on aero engines.

€ INDUS-X initiative with the US for Al
hypersonics.

and

® Emerging Tech Focus: Through iDEX and defence
startups, India is developing niche capabilities in
artificial intelligence, drones, loitering munitions, and
cybersecurity.
Challenges Hindering the Transformation

® Continued Import Dependence: India still accounts for
nearly 10% of global arms imports (SIPRI), affecting
self-reliance and strategic autonomy.
® Cumbersome Procurement Processes: Lengthy
acquisition cycles, as seen in the scrapped MMRCA
deal (2007-2015), delay modernization.
® Limited Private Sector Involvement: Private firms
contribute only 22% to defence production; PSUs still
dominate large contracts.
® Weak Implementation of Offset Policy: Of 266,427
crore worth of offset obligations (2005-18), only
11,396 crore were realized (CAG report), reducing
technology transfer benefits.
Measures for Strengthening Transition:

® Deepen Global Collaborations: Engage in more co-

development and co-production with global players.
like HAL-GE and Mazagon Dock-
Thyssenkrupp should be expanded.

Partnerships

® Streamline Export and Production Processes: Set up a
single-window export clearance system. Digitize
testing and licensing through SOPs to reduce delays.

® Strengthen Offset Management: Create a dedicated
offset management agency. Align offsets with strategic
tech needs and export-oriented projects.

® Legal Reforms for Ethical Exports: Introduce a legal

framework for assessing International Humanitarian
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Law (IHL) compliance before approving arms sales.
This would align India with global norms and protect its
global image.

Invest in Niche Defence Technologies: Focus R&D on
high-impact areas: Al-based warfare, hypersonics,
cybersecurity, and unmanned systems. Expand iDEX

and defence innovation hubs.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Conclusion:

India’s transformation from a major defence importer
to a global manufacturing hub is a multidimensional journey
involving strategic foresight, economic resilience, and
technological innovation. Integrating policy reform, ethical
governance, private sector synergy, and global partnerships —
will position India not just as Atmanirbhar, but as a reliable
and responsible pillar of the global defence ecosystem.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

Theoretical Question

25. “Ethics is not about the choices we make, but about the
reasons behind those choices.” Examine this statement
in the context of ethical reasoning and decision-making.
(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about ethics and
ethical reasoning
® Highlight key approachesrelated to Ethical Reasoning
and Decision-Making
® Give arguments to Ethics beyond choices

® Conclude by summing up the key points.

Introduction:

Ethics is fundamentally concerned not just with the
decisions individuals make but with the underlying rationale
guiding those decisions.

® Ethical reasoning involves evaluating the morality of
actions based on principles, values, and consequences
rather than mere personal or societal preferences.
Body:
Ethical Reasoning and Decision-Making:

Ethical reasoning is the process of critically analyzing
moral dilemmas and making choices based on ethical
principles. It includes various approaches:

® Consequentialism (Utilitarianism) — Decisions are
based on outcomes (e.g., maximizing happiness for the

greatest number).
€ Example: A government prioritizing economic
relief measures during a crisis to benefit the

majority.

Decisions are
regardless of

® Deontological Ethics (Kantian Ethics) —
based on duties, rights, and rules,
consequences.
@ Example: A whistleblower exposing corruption
despite personal risks, as truth and justice are
moral imperatives.

® Virtue Ethics (Aristotelian Ethics) — Focuses on the
moral character of the decision-maker rather than the
act itself.

@ Example: A doctor treating a poor patient for free,
driven by compassion and professional ethics.

Ethics Beyond Choices
® Moral Justification Over Action: Ethics is concerned
with whether a decision is taken out of self-interest,
fear, or genuine moral obligation.

@ Example: Two people donate to charity—one for
tax benefits, the other out of empathy. The act is
the same, but the ethical reasoning differs.

® Intention and Ethical Integrity: The same action can
have different moral values depending on intent.

@ Example: A business adopting sustainable
practices purely for profit versus doing so for
environmental responsibility.

® Ethical Dilemmas and Justification: Many ethical
dilemmas involve competing values, and reasoning
determines which value is prioritized.

@ Example: A judge sentencing a criminal must
balance justice (punishment) with rehabilitation
(mercy).

® PublicPolicy and Governance: In governance, decision-
making is guided by constitutional values, social justice,
and long-term societal good.

@ Example: Implementing affirmative action policies
not merely as a political strategy but as a step
towards social equity.

Conclusion

Therefore, Ethics is not merely about right or wrong
choices but the rationale behind them. True ethical behavior
stems from well-founded moral reasoning rather than
compliance or convenience. Ethical leadership, governance,
and individual conduct should be driven by principles such
as justice, empathy, and integrity to ensure morally sound
decision-making.
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26. “Ethical consumerism is the future of sustainable
development.” Discuss how ethical considerations
influence consumer choices and corporate responsibility.
(150 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the Ethical

consumerism

answer by defining

® Give arguments to Ethical Considerations Influencing
Consumer Choices and Corporate Responsibility

® Highlight the challenges associated with it

® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

Ethical consumerism refers to the practice of making
purchasing decisions based on ethical considerations such
as environmental sustainability, labor rights, and social
responsibility.

® |t plays a crucial role in promoting sustainable
development by encouraging businesses to adopt
responsible practices..
Body:
Ethical Considerations Influencing Consumer Choices:

® Environmental Concerns: Consumers increasingly
prefer eco-friendly products, leading to the rise of
sustainable brands.
@ Example: Demand for electric vehicles (EVs) like
Tata Nexon EV over fossil fuel-based cars.
® Fair Trade and Labor Rights: Ethical consumers choose
brands that ensure fair wages and safe working
conditions for workers.
@ Example: Preference for Fairtrade-certified
coffee and clothing brands that avoid sweatshops.
® Animal Welfare: A growing segment of consumers
avoids products tested on animals or derived from
animal exploitation.
@ Example: Rise of cruelty-free cosmetics and
plant-based food alternatives like Beyond Meat.
® Transparency and Accountability: Companies that
disclose ethical sourcing and sustainability measures
gain consumer trust.
@ Example: Brands using blockchain to ensure
transparency in supply chains (e.g., Unilever’s
sustainable palm oil initiative).

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Ethical Consumerism Shaping Corporate Responsibility

® Sustainable Production Practices: Companies are
adopting green manufacturing processes to meet
consumer expectations.
@ Example: Apple using recycled materials in its
devices to reduce e-waste.
® Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): Businesses are
integrating CSR initiatives to align with consumer
values.
€ Example: Tata Group’s rural development
programs and community welfare initiatives.
® Regulatory Compliance and ESG (Environmental,
Social, and Governance) Standards:
adhering to ESG criteria attract ethical investors.

Companies

@ Example: Global firms like Tesla and Infosys
prioritizing carbon neutrality goals.
® Circular Economy and Waste Reduction: Ethical
consumerism promotes a shift from a linear economy
(produce-use-dispose) to a circular one (reuse-recycle-
reduce).
@ Example: H&M'’s garment recycling initiative and
IKEA's sustainable furniture production.
Challenges to Ethical Consumerism:

® Higher Costs of Ethical Products: Many sustainable
and fair-trade products limiting
accessibility.

are expensive,
® Greenwashing: Some companies falsely market
products as ethical without genuine commitment.
® Limited Awareness: In developing economies, ethical
consumerism is still evolving due to lack of information
and purchasing power.
Conclusion

Ethical consumerism is a key driver of sustainable
development as it encourages responsible corporate
behavior and environmentally friendly practices. While
challenges exist, increasing awareness, policy interventions,
and responsible business practices can strengthen ethical
consumerism, making it a defining factor in the future of
global sustainability.
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27. “Sustainability is not just a policy goal but an ethical
obligation.” Discuss the role of corporate ethics,
governance, and individual responsibility in promoting
sustainable environmental practices. (150 Words)

Approach:
® Define sustainability as an ethical obligation, not just
a policy goal.
® Explain the role of corporate ethics, governance, and
individual responsibility  in environmental
sustainability.
® Provide examples, facts, and data to substantiate the

arguments.

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Sustainability is not just a policy choice but an ethical
responsibility towards future generations and planetary
well-being. Ethical governance, corporate accountability,
and individual responsibility play a crucial role in ensuring
sustainable environmental practices. Ethical decision-
making must align economic progress with environmental
conservation, fostering a balance between development and
ecological responsibility.

Body:
® Role of Corporate Ethics in Sustainability
€ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) mandates

practices,
companies to mitigate their ecological footprint.

ethical environmental requiring
€ TheESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance)
framework promotes sustainable investments,
ensuring  businesses  prioritize  long-term
ecological well-being.
€ Green supply chains and ethical production
models reduce environmental harm, encouraging
waste management and renewable energy use.
O Example: Tata Group’s green manufacturing
practices and ITC’s “Well-being Out of
Waste” (WOW) initiative  promote

sustainable waste management.

® Role of Governance in Sustainability

€ Environmental laws and governance frameworks
enforce sustainability, ensuring compliance with
climate and pollution control policies.

O Example: NTPC’s focus on clean energy and
sustainable mobility aligns business goals
with environmental ethics.

€ Government initiatives like the National Action
Plan onClimate Change (NAPCC) drive sustainable
development in key sectors.

@ Policies like Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) hold corporations accountable for plastic
waste management and recycling.

O Example: India’s banning of single-use
plastics (2022) reflects policy-driven ethical
responsibility toward sustainability.

® Role of Individual Responsibility in Sustainability

& Ethical consumerism drives
sustainable products, encouraging corporate
accountability and environmental awareness.

demand for

@ Reducing carbon footprints through energy
conservation, waste reduction, and afforestation
is a moral duty for individuals.

O For example, the “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan”
engaged citizens in waste management,
fostering ethical environmental
responsibility.

& Citizen-led movements like “Save Aarey Forest”
showcase the power of collective environmental
responsibility.

O Example: Water conservationist Rajendra
Singh’s work on reviving rivers highlights
ethicalindividualleadershipinsustainability.

Conclusion:

Sustainability is not just a legal or economic goal but an
ethical imperative requiring commitment from corporations,
governments, and individuals. A multi-stakeholder approach
combining corporate ethics, strong governance, and
responsible citizenship can ensure a resilient and sustainable
future.
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28. Emotional intelligence is often considered as important
as cognitive intelligence in governance. Discuss its role
in ethical leadership and public service delivery. (150
Words)

Approach:

® Briefly define Emotional Intelligence (El) and its
importance in governance.

® Discuss El's role in ethical leadership, providing
examples.

® Explain El's impact on public service delivery, with
relevant cases.

® Conclude suitably

Introduction:

Emotional Intelligence (El) refers to the ability to
recognize, understand, and manage emotions in oneself and
others. In governance, El complements cognitive intelligence,
fostering ethical leadership and efficient public service
delivery. Administrators with high El demonstrate empathy,
self-regulation, and social awareness, ensuring responsive
and ethical governance.

Components Of Emotional Intelligence
Self-Regulation Empathy
3 g X &
€ >
| L .
Self Awareness Motivation Social Skills

Body:
Role of Emotional Intelligence in Ethical Leadership:
® Self-awareness enables ethical decision-making,
helping leaders align actions with constitutional and
moral values.
® Empathy promotes inclusive governance, ensuring
policies address the concerns of marginalized
communities.
® Self-regulation prevents impulsive decisions, fostering
transparency, patience, and ethical behavior in
administration.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Integrity and accountability are strengthened, as
emotionally intelligent leaders resist corruption, bias,
and unethical pressures.
Role of Emotional Intelligence in Public Service Delivery:
® (itizen-centric administration improves public trust,
as officers handle grievances with compassion and
professionalism.
® Conflict resolution in governance benefits from
emotionally intelligent  mediation, reducing
bureaucratic rigidity.
® Crisis management becomes more effective, ensuring
calm decision-making and clear communication
during emergencies.
® Policies like “Mission Karmayogi” aim to instill El,
promoting citizen-friendly governance and ethical
decision-making.
Conclusion:

Emotional intelligence is essential for ethical leadership
and responsive governance, ensuring accountability,
inclusivity, and trust in administration. As governance
increasingly demands compassion and efficiency, El must
be institutionalized in civil services training for sustained
ethical governance.

29. “Moral courage requires both the willingness to stand
alone and the humility to change one’s position.” Discuss
with examples from public administration. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Moral
courage

® Give key argument and examples of Willingness to
Standing Alone and delve into the arguments and
examples of Adapting Policies Based on New
Realities

® Highlight why balance between the both isimportant

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Moral courage is the ability to stand firm in the face of
adversity while upholding ethical principles. However, true
moral courage is not just about unyielding resistance; it also
demands the humility to accept mistakes, learn from new
evidence, and adapt accordingly.
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Body:
Willingness to Standing Alone:

Public administrators often face situations where they
must resist corruption, political pressure, or institutional
inertia to uphold integrity. This requires the courage to stand
alone, even at personal or professional risk.

For example:
® Ashok Khemka (IAS Officer): He exposed illegal land
deals involving a powerful political figure, despite
facing over 50 transfers in his career. His persistence
highlights moral courage in governance.
® E. Sreedharan (“Metro Man of India”): He resisted
bureaucratic delays and political interference in the
Delhi Metro project, ensuring efficiency and quality
standards were maintained.
® Sanjeev Chaturvedi (Whistleblower IFoS Officer): As

Chief Vigilance Officer of AIIMS, he uncovered

corruption in procurement and recruitment despite

immense pressure and retaliation.

® These examples illustrate that ethical leadership often
requires defying vested interests, even when standing
alone brings challenges.

Humility to Change:

® While standing firm is important, public servants must
also be open to revising their stance when
circumstances change or new information emerges.

Humility allows leaders to correct mistakes, embrace

new perspectives, and refine policies for the greater

good.
For example:
® Mahatma Gandhi (Non-Cooperation Movement,

1922): After the Chauri Chaura incident, where

violence erupted, Gandhi called off the movement,

realizing that uncontrolled agitation could lead to
greater harm.

@ His decision reflected responsible leadership by
prioritizing non-violence over rigid adherence to
initial strategies.

® T. N. Seshan (Election Reforms, 1990s): Initially took
an aggressive, confrontational approach to curb
electoral malpractices but later modified his strategy

www.drishtiias.com

to work collaboratively with institutions, ensuring
lasting reforms.
® Dr. Verghese Kurien (Operation Flood): Initially
opposed private sector involvement in dairy, but later
adapted cooperative models, leading to the success of
India’s dairy revolution.
Need for Balance in Public Administration:

® A successful public servant must balance ethical
conviction with flexibility to ensure:
@ Integrity in decision-making (resisting unethical
influences).
@ Responsiveness to new information (adapting
policies for better outcomes).
@ Sustainable governance (ensuring reforms are
accepted and implemented effectively).
® Forinstance, a rigid stance on digital privacy laws may
protect individual freedoms but could hinder law
enforcement efforts against cybercrimes. A balance is
required to protect privacy while ensuring security.
Conclusion:

Moral courage in public administration is about both
standing alone when necessary and adapting when required.
The ideal public servants resist corruption, uphold integrity,
and yet remain open to change, ensuring governance that
is both principled and progressive.

30. How does the concept of “moral distress” manifest in
public service, and what strategies can administrators
employ to address it constructively? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining moral distress
® Give Key Manifestation of Moral Distress in Public
Service

® Highlight Strategies to Address Moral
Constructively

Distress

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction
Moral distress occurs when public servants experience

psychological discomfort due to a conflict between their
ethical values and the demands of their work environment.
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It arises when administrators know the right course of action
but face institutional, political, or bureaucratic constraints.
Body:

Manifestation of Moral Distress in Public Service

Public administrators often encounter situations where
they must compromise their ethical beliefs due to political
interference, systemic inefficiencies, or rigid hierarchical
structures.

Key manifestations include:

® Conflict Between Ethical Values and Organizational

Directives

€ When civil servants are pressured to approve
flawed policies or unethical decisions despite
knowing their negative consequences.

€ Example: A bureaucrat tasked with approving a
polluting industry’s license due to pressure from
superior  authority, despite
environmental impact.

knowing its

® Whistleblower Dilemmas
@ Fear of retaliation when exposing corruption or
malpractice in government institutions.
€ Example: Sanjeev Chaturvedi (IFoS Officer) faced
harassment and multiple transfers for exposing
corruption in AlIMS.
® Resource Constraints Leading to Ethical Compromises
€ Public administrators may struggle
budgetary limitations prevent them from
delivering essential services, forcing them to

when

prioritize economic efficiency over social justice.

€ Example: A district collector forced to allocate
limited medical supplies in a pandemic, making
difficult ethical choices about who gets treatment.

® Pressure to Uphold Unjust Policies

€ Administrators sometimes implement policies
that they personally consider unjust but lack the
authority to challenge.

€ Example: The implementation of controversial
land acquisition laws that displace marginalized
communities, despite personal reservations.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Strategies to Address Moral Distress Constructively:
® Strengthening Ethical Decision-Making Frameworks
@ Establish clear ethical guidelines and decision-
making protocols to help bureaucrats address
moral dilemmas systematically.
€ Encourage whistleblower protection policies to
safeguard officials who report unethical practices.
O The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013)
institutionalized mechanisms for reporting
corruption, reducing fear of retaliation.
® Fostering Open Communicationand Ethical Leadership
€ Promote a culture of open dialogue within
government institutions, allowing administrators
to voice concerns without fear.
@ Leaders should support ethical decision-making
rather than enforce blind obedience.
® Encouraging Moral Resilience and Training
€ Workshops on ethical leadership can help
administrators build moral resilience and navigate
dilemmas effectively.
@ Public servants should be trained in conflict
resolution and value-based decision-making.
® Reforming Bureaucratic Structures to Reduce Ethical
Conflicts
€ Simplify bureaucratic procedures to reduce
excessive political interference in governance.
€ Ensure institutional autonomy for key regulatory
bodies to prevent undue influence.
O Example: The Supreme Court’s directive for
independent police functioning (Prakash
Singh case, 2006) sought to reduce political
control over law enforcement.
Conclusion:

Moral distress in public service is an inevitable challenge
but can be managed through ethical frameworks, leadership
support, training, and systemic reforms. A resilient
and principled bureaucracy must balance institutional
responsibilities with moral integrity to ensure transparent,
accountable, and effective governance.
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31. How does financial prudence in public administration
contribute to probity in governance? Discuss with
examples. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the India’s
defense strides
® Give strategic,
dimensions of it

economic, and technological
® Delve into challenges hindering transition and

suggest measures for enhancement

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Financial prudence, defined as the ethical and efficient
management of public resources, is fundamental to ensuring
integrity and accountability in governance. When public funds
are used responsibly, it strengthens trust in institutions and
upholds probity — which refers to honesty, transparency,
and upright conduct in public life.

Body:
Financial Prudence Contribution to Probity in Governance:

® Ensures Transparency in Government Spending:
Financial prudence requires open budgeting, proper
accounting, and clear disclosure of expenditures. This
transparency discourages arbitrary use of funds and
promotes ethical conduct.

@ Example: The Public Financial Management
System (PFMS) enables real-time tracking of fund
disbursals in schemes like MGNREGA and PMAY,
thereby increasing transparency and reducing
scope for manipulation.

® Strengthens Accountability Mechanisms: Prudent
financial management involves regular audits,
performance reviews, and clear lines of responsibility.
When public officials know that expenditures are
closely monitored, they are more likely to act ethically.

@ Example: The CAG audit reports have repeatedly
brought out financial irregularities (e.g., in the
coal block allocation and 2G spectrum cases),
holding institutions accountable and reinforcing
probity.

® Minimises Corruption and Leakages: When financial
norms and due procedures are followed, it reduces the
discretion and opacity that often breed corruption.

Prudence helps close loopholes.

@ Example: The Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
system, by transferring subsidies directly into
beneficiaries’ accounts, has significantly reduced
leakages in schemes like LPG subsidy (PAHAL),
contributing to cleaner governance.

® Promotes Ethical Decision-Making: Financial prudence
demands cost-benefit analysis and responsible
prioritisation. It helps decision-makers weigh public
welfare over political expediency

@ Example: The FRBM Act compels governments to
limit fiscal deficits and plan spending carefully,
preventing wasteful populist expenditures that
may serve short-term political goals but harm
long-term public interest.

® Builds Public Trust and Legitimacy: When citizens see
that their taxes are being used wisely and without
wastage, it fosters faith in public institutions. This
moral legitimacy is a key pillar of probity.

@ Example: The success of schemes like PM-
KUSUM, where solar pump subsidies are
transparently implemented and monitored, has
increased trustamong farmersin rural governance
systems.

® Encourages Institutional Integrity: An ecosystem that
values financial discipline also strengthens ethical
culture within institutions. This ensures that integrity is
not personality-dependent but system-driven.

@ Example: The introduction of Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) has  standardised
procurement processes across departments,
reducing favoritism and unethical practices.

Conclusion:

Financial prudence is not just a fiscal or economic
concern; it is deeply ethical. It aligns public administration
with the principles of honesty, efficiency, and accountability —
thereby reinforcing probity in governance. In a democracy like
India, where resource constraints are real and expectations
are high, financial discipline becomes a moral duty of the
state.
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32. “Emotional Intelligence is the cornerstone of ethical and
empathetic public service.” Discuss the statement with
suitable examples. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer
Intelligence

by defining Emotional

® Give arguments to Emotional Intelligence as the
Cornerstone of Ethical and Empathetic Public Service

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Emotional Intelligence (El) refers to the ability to
recognize, understand, manage, and influence emotions
— both one’s own and those of others. In public service,
where decisions affect millions and the stakes involve trust,
justice, and welfare, emotional intelligence becomes not
just desirable but essential.

Body:
Emotional Intelligence as the Cornerstone of Ethical and
Empathetic Public Service:

® Enables Empathy and Compassion in Governance: A
public servant with high El can empathize with the
struggles of citizens and respond with compassion,
especially towards the vulnerable.

@ Example: During the Covid-19 lockdown, many
IAS officers like Prakash Rajpurohit (Delhi)
organized food distribution and ensured shelter
for migrant workers, showcasing empathy and
proactive governance.

® Helps in Ethical Decision-Making under Pressure: El
allows civil servants to balance emotional responses
with rational ethics during high-stress situations.

@ This ensures that decisions are not only legally
sound but morally justified.

@ Example: Adistrict magistrate handling communal
tension must remain calm, rise above personal
biases, and make impartial decisions to maintain
peace.

® Facilitates Effective Conflict Resolution: Public
servants often mediate between conflicting interests
— farmers vs. industries, protesters vs. police, etc.

@ Elhelpsin listening, de-escalating, and arriving at
fair solutions.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Builds Trust and Credibility among Citizens:
Emotionally intelligent officers communicate with
humility and respect, making citizens feel heard and
valued. This builds institutional trust.

@ Example: |AS officer Armstrong Pame, known as
the “Miracle Man,” demonstrated exceptional
emotional intelligence and empathy by mobilizing
public support through Facebook to build a 100-
km road in a remote part of Manipur.

® Prevents Burnout and Promotes Ethical Resilience:
The demanding nature of public service can lead to
emotional exhaustion. El helps officers manage stress,
maintain integrity, and prevent moral compromise.

@ Example: Ethical lapses in police or bureaucracy
often stem from prolonged stress and cynicism.
O Training officers in El, like done at LBSNAA

and SVPNPA, helps build emotional
resilience.
® Strengthens Teamwork and Organisational Ethics:
Emotionally intelligent leaders promote inclusivity,
active listening, and motivation within public
institutions — fostering an ethical and accountable
culture.

@ Example: In disaster management teams, like

during Kerala floods (2018), emotionally aware

leadership ensured coordination, volunteer
morale, and sensitivity towards affected
populations.

Conclusion

Emotional Intelligence is not a soft skill but a core
competency for public servants. It bridges the gap between
rule-based governance and human-centric administration,
ensuring that decisions are not only right in law but also
right in spirit.

Case Study

33. Aditi, an Indian Forest Service (IFS) officer, is posted as
the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) in a tribal-dominated
region. She receives complaints from tribal leaders about
a private infrastructure company clearing large stretches
of forest land. Her investigation confirms that the project
violates the Forest Rights Act, but the state government
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promotes it as a major development initiative. The tribals
strongly oppose the project, fearing displacement and
ecological destruction, while some activists threaten
protests.

As Aditi prepares to take action, the Chief Secretary
advises her to “cooperate” in the “larger interest of
development” and hints at a possible transfer if she
resists. Aditi now faces a dilemma. If she stops the
project, she risks political backlash and career
consequences. If she allows it, she compromises her
integrity and the law. If she leaks information, she invites
national scrutiny but could be accused of misconduct.

(a) Examine the ethical dilemmas in this case,
focusing on legal obligations, governance ethics,
environmental justice, and personal integrity.

(b) As an ethical civil servant, analyze the possible
courses of action available to Aditi and their
ethical and professional implications.

(c) Suggest measures to streamline India’s
environmental clearance process while ensuring
ecological sustainability and stakeholder
participation

Introduction:

Aditi, an Indian Forest Service officer, faces an ethical
dilemma when a private company illegally cleared forest land
for a state-backed development project, violating the Forest
Rights Act, 2006.

® While tribals and activists oppose the project due to
displacement and ecological harm, the Chief Secretary
pressures her to cooperate, hinting at a transfer if she
resists.
Body:
(a) Ethical dilemmas in this Case:
® Legal Obligations vs. Political Pressure: Aditi is bound
by the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which grants legal
protection to tribal communities over their land.

€ However, the state government sees the project
as a major development initiative and expects her
to cooperate.

@ |If she enforces the law, she risks antagonizing
political authorities. If she complies with political
pressure, she violates both legal and ethical
responsibilities.

® Governance Ethics vs. Career Consequences: As a civil
servant, Aditi is expected to uphold integrity,
impartiality, and justice.

@ The Chief Secretary’s suggestion to “cooperate”
and the implied threat of transfer raise concerns
about bureaucratic independence.

@ |If she resists, she might face career setbacks. If
she yields, she compromises governance ethics
and public trust in institutions.

® Environmental Justice vs. Economic Development:
The infrastructure project could bring jobs and boost
the local economy, but it also threatens tribal
displacement and ecological destruction.

€ While economic growth is  important,
environmental protection is a constitutional duty
(Article 48A & Article 51A(g)).

€ |If Aditi allows the project, she disregards the
long-term ecological impact. If she stops it, she is
seen as obstructing development.

® Transparency vs. Administrative Protocol: Leaking
information about legal violations to the public could
bring national attention and force accountability.

€ However, such an action could be considered
misconduct or insubordination, jeopardizing her
position.

€ If she remains silent, the issue might be
suppressed by higher authorities. She must
decide whether to work within the system or
take a bolder approach to ensure justice.

(b) Possible Course of Action and their Ethical and
Professional Implications:
® Enforce the Law and Halt the Project:

€ Aditi can take strict action by issuing legal notices
to the private company, filing a case under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006, and seeking a stay order
from the National Green Tribunal (NGT).

O This upholds legal integrity, environmental
justice, and tribal rights.

€@ However, this approach may provoke strong
political retaliation, including a potential transfer
or career stagnation.
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O While legally and ethically sound, it lacks
strategic diplomacy, making it a high-risk
option.

® Engage Bureaucratic Channels and Higher Authorities

€ Instead of acting unilaterally, Aditi can escalate

the issue through proper bureaucratic channels,

informing the Ministry of Environment, Forest,

and Climate Change (MOEFCC) and seeking

intervention from the Central Government or
judiciary.

O Shecanalsopresentadetailed Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report to justify
halting or modifying the project.

€ However, higher bureaucratic intervention may
take time, and there is a risk that political
influence could suppress or delay action, leading
to continued harm to tribal communities and the
environment.

® Mediate Between Tribals, Government, and the

Company

€@ Aditi can initiate multi-stakeholder dialogue by
bringing together tribal leaders, environmental
experts, company representatives, and
policymakers to negotiate a middle ground.

O She can advocate for alternative project
sites, ensure proper rehabilitation and
compensation for tribals, and push for strict
environmental safeguards like afforestation
and eco-sensitive construction.

@ This approach  demonstrates  pragmatic
leadership, conflict resolution, and ethical
diplomacy.

O However, if negotiations fail or the
government refuses to cooperate, she may
be accused of inaction or appeasement, and
thetribals maylosefaithinthe administration.

® Use Strategic Whistleblowing
@ If all bureaucratic and diplomatic efforts fail, Aditi
can leak information to independent
environmental agencies, the media, or the
judiciary to generate public pressure, utilizing the

Whistle Blowers Protection Act, 2014.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

O This could force accountability and ensure
transparency in governance.

@ However, this is a high-risk approach that may be
seen as misconduct or insubordination, leading
to disciplinary action or dismissal.

O Itcould also create administrative instability,
leading to political interference in future
governance. While ethically justified in
extreme cases, it should be a last resort.

® Seek a Middle Path:
Conditions

Limited Compliance with

€ Aditi could allow the project to continue but
impose strict environmental regulations and
community safeguards.
O This includes ensuring zero deforestation,

minimum  tribal displacement, and
sustainable construction practices.
o She can also push for corporate social

responsibility (CSR) investments in tribal
welfare, healthcare, and skill development.
@ This option balances development with ethical
responsibility but risks being seen as
compromising too much.
Most Pragmatic Course of Action:

Aditi should adopt a combination of Options 2, 3,
and 5 to balance legality, governance ethics, and practical
constraints. She should:

® Escalate the issue through bureaucratic channels to
ensure legal compliance and institutional backing.

® Mediate between stakeholders to seek a sustainable
solution that minimizes environmental damage and
respects tribal rights.

® Impose strict conditions on the project to ensure
environmental and tribal safeguards while avoiding
outright confrontation with the government.

Environmental

(c) Measures to Streamline India’s

Clearance Process:
® Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks
@ The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
process should be made scientifically rigorous
and independent by:
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O Mandating cumulative impact assessments
instead of Pro-forma clearances with limited
field verification

O Updating environmental norms based on
the latest climate change and biodiversity
research.

® Enhancing Transparency and Accountability
€ To prevent corruption and undue political

influence, the clearance process must be:

O Digitized through anonline publicmonitoring
system for tracking applications, approvals,
and rejections.

O Subject to real-time disclosure of EIA reports,
expert committee recommendations, and
reasons for granting or rejecting clearance.

O Strengthened with third-party audits and
post-clearance compliance monitoring.

® Promoting Meaningful Stakeholder Participation

*

Local communities, environmental experts, and
civil society groups must have a stronger role in
decision-making:

O Public hearings should be conducted in local
languages and held in a transparent,
accessible manner.

O Traditional ecological knowledge of
indigenous and tribal communities should be
incorporated into environmental
assessments.

O Grievance redressal mechanisms should be
set up to allow affected communities to
challenge unjust clearances.

® Integrating Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
into Clearance Criteria

*
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The EC process should align with India’s SDG

commitments, particularly:

O SDG 13 (Climate Action) - Projects must
integrate carbon neutrality measures.

O SDG 15 (Life on Land) - Stringent biodiversity
conservation protocols should be mandated.

O SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) >
Projects impacting water bodies should
undergo a stricter review.

@ This ensures that economic growth does not

come at the cost of long-term sustainability.
® Leveraging Technology for Better Environmental

Decision-Making

€ Adopting Al, satellite imaging, and GIS mapping
can make environmental monitoring more
scientific and data-driven.

€ Real-time remote sensing can track deforestation,
land-use changes, and pollution levels.

@ Al-driven impact assessments can improve
accuracy in evaluating long-term ecological
damage.

® Strengthening Post-Clearance Compliance and

Penalties

@ Clearances should not be a one-time approval
but an ongoing process where compliance is
strictly monitored. Measures include:

O Mandatory periodic environmental audits
by independent agencies.

O Stronger penalties for violations, including
revocation of clearance for non-compliance.

@ This will deter industries from bypassing
regulations and promote responsible
environmental practices.

Conclusion:

A balanced environmental clearance process must
ensure efficient decision-making without compromising
ecological integrity or stakeholder rights. By integrating
transparency, technology, community participation, and strict
post-clearance monitoring, India can achieve sustainable
development while safeguarding its natural resources and
vulnerable communities.

34. You are the Dean of Admissions at a prestigious
government university. The admission process is
underway, and strict merit-based criteria are in place. A
few days before the final selection, you receive a call
from a senior bureaucrat in the state government
requesting admission for his son, who does not meet the
cut-off marks. He emphasizes that his support has been
crucial in securing government grants for the university’s
expansion projects.
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Simultaneously, the Vice-Chancellor (VC) informs you in
a private meeting that the university’s funding is at a
critical juncture and the bureaucrat’s goodwill may help
in securing future grants. The VC suggests that you
explore “discretionary quotas” to accommodate the
student.

Meanwhile, a junior faculty member from the admissions
committee privately expresses concerns to you about
unusual last-minute changes in the admission list, hinting
at possible external interference. You are caught between
your duty to uphold fairness and the practical challenges
of maintaining the university’s financial health.

(a) Identify and analyze the ethical issues involved in
this case.

(b)  Examine the possible courses of action available
to you as the Dean of Admissions. Discuss the
merits and demerits of each option. What course
of action will you take and why?

(c) What institutional reforms can be implemented
to ensure transparency, fairness, and resistance
to external pressures in the university’s admission
process?

Introduction:

A senior bureaucrat pressures the Dean of Admissions
to grant admission to his underqualified son, citing his role
in securing government funding for the university. The Vice-
Chancellor subtly supports this, highlighting the institution’s
financial struggles, while a junior faculty member raises
concerns about last-minute changes in the admission list.

® This case presents a conflict between ethical integrity
(merit-based admissions) and institutional
pragmatism (securing funds), testing transparency,
fairness, and resistance to external influence.
Body:
(a) Identify and analyze the ethical issues involved in this
case.

® Fairness and Violation of Meritocracy
€@ Merit-based admissions ensure fairness by
selecting candidates solely on their academic
performance and capabilities.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

O Accommodating the bureaucrat’s son would
be unfair to deserving students who meet
the criteria but may lose a seat due to
favoritism.

O It would set a negative precedent, eroding
trust in the admission process and affecting
the university’s reputation.

® Arbitrary Usage of Power and Undue Influence

@ The bureaucrat is misusing his official position to
seek preferential treatment for his son, violating
principles of impartiality and justice (Article 14 —
Right to Equality).

O The Vice-Chancellor’s suggestion of using a
“discretionary quota” reflects institutional
compromise under external pressure.

@ Thissituation reflects the larger issue of nepotism
and patronage in public institutions, which can
weaken institutional integrity.

® Conflict of Interest and Institutional Integrity

@ The university’s dependence on
government grants creates a moral conflict
between maintaining funding and upholding
ethical standards.

financial

O  Prioritizing financial security over ethical
integrity can damage the credibility of the
university in the long run.

@ The Vice-Chancellor’s role raises concerns about
institutional governance—should
survival come at the cost of ethical compromise?

financial

® Transparency and Accountability in Decision-Making

@ The last-minute changes in the admission list raise
concerns about lack of transparency and possible
manipulation.

O If such influence is allowed, other powerful
individuals may attempt similar interference,
leading to systemic corruption.

@ The concerns expressed by the junior faculty
member indicate internal resistance to unethical
practices, highlighting the need for whistleblower
protection and institutional reforms.
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(b) Examine the possible courses of action available to
you as the Dean of Admissions. Discuss the merits and
demerits of each option. What course of action will you
take and why?

Option 1: Reject the Bureaucrat’s Request and Strictly
Uphold Meritocracy

Action: Clearly inform the bureaucrat and the Vice-
Chancellor that the admission process follows strict merit-
based selection, and no exceptions can be made.
Merits:

® Upholds fairness, transparency, and institutional
credibility.

® Prevents setting a negative precedent for future
political interference.

® Strengthens trust among students, faculty, and the
public in the university’s ethical integrity.

Demerits:

® Might strain relations with the bureaucrat and the
state government, risking future funding.

® The Vice-Chancellor may feel unsupported, leading to
institutional friction.

® Intheshortterm, the university may struggle financially,
affecting expansion projects.

Option 2: Accept the Request and Justify It Under
“Discretionary Quota”

Action: Accommodate the bureaucrat’s son under a
special discretionary quota and justify it under institutional
necessity.

Merits:
® Ensures continued goodwill and funding for the
university, which could benefit thousands of students
in the long run.
® Strengthens relations with key stakeholders in the
government.
® Avoids confrontation with the Vice-Chancellor,
maintaining administrative harmony.
Demerits:
® Violates merit-based principles, leading to unfair
treatment of deserving students.
® Couldsetaprecedent for further political interference,
weakening institutional autonomy.

® |[f exposed, the university’s reputation may suffer,
leading to public and media backlash.

Best Course of Action: Options 1

Given the ethical and practical dimensions of this case,
I would take a strategic approach combining multiple actions:

Firmly Uphold Merit-Based Admissions:
® Clearly communicate to the bureaucrat and the Vice-
Chancellor that admission rules cannot be bent.
® C(Cite legal and ethical reasons (e.g., constitutional
principles of equality) to avoid making it a personal
conflict.
Why This Approach?

® Balances Ethics with Practicality — Upholding
meritocracy while finding ethical ways to secure
funding.
® Prevents Institutional Damage — Avoids public backlash
or loss of credibility for the university.
® Strengthens Long-Term Governance — Prevents similar
dilemmas in the future.
(c) What institutional reforms can be implemented to
ensure transparency, fairness, and resistance to external
pressures in the university’s admission process?

® Independent Admissions Oversight Committee: A
permanent body of senior faculty and external experts
should monitor admissions, ensuring fairness and
preventing undue political influence.

@ Thiswouldactasacheck-and-balance mechanism,
making the selection process transparent.

® Digitized and Anonymous Admission Process: Al-
driven, automated admission evaluations can eliminate
human bias and political interference.

@ A transparent, audit-trail-enabled system would
deter unauthorized last-minute changes (e.g.,
NTA counseling).

® Strict No-Discretionary Quota Policy: All admissions
should strictly follow pre-set, merit-based criteria with
no room for favoritism, except legally mandated
reservations.

@ This will uphold fairness and public trust in the
institution.
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® Mandatory Public Disclosure of Admission Data: The
university should publish selection criteria, cut-off
marks, and merit lists online post-admissions.
@ Thisensurestransparency and allows stakeholders
to scrutinize the process.
® Regulatory Oversight by Independent Bodies: Regular
audits and monitoring by UGC or an independent
accreditation agency can ensure adherence to merit-
bas
® Developing an Alternative Support for Funding: The
funding should be based on institutional excellence,
not personal favors.
€ Potential CSR contributions, research grants, or
alumni-driven endowments can serve as
alternative funding mechanisms.
Conclusion:

Upholding meritocracy over external influence is crucial
to maintaining credibility and fairness in admissions. At the
same time, sustainable funding models must be explored
to reduce dependence on political goodwill. A balanced
approach—firm ethical decision-making backed by systemic
reforms—is essential for long-term institutional integrity.

35. You are a senior officer working in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting. Recently, a major policy
on regulating social media was rolled out, and you’ve
played asignificant role in its drafting and implementation.
One evening, while returning home, you receive a call
from your daughter’s college counselor asking you to
come over the next day.

When you visit the college, the counsellor informs you
that your daughter has been showing signs of stress,
reduced class participation, and increasing absenteeism.
Upon speaking to your daughter privately, you learn that
she has been facing online bullying on a popular social
media platform. Memes, videos, and posts have targeted
her appearance and her connection to “the officer who
is banning things people love.”

She reveals that her classmates have been mocking her
in school and online, blaming her for their parents’
inconvenience due to the ban on certain social media
activity. She requests you not to take any official or public

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

action, fearing further embarrassment. Your colleagues
advise you to issue a formal clarification through your
Ministry’s press wing or release a personal video
presenting facts and defending your family. However,
senior bureaucrats caution you against making it personal
or emotional, fearing it might set a precedent and
undermine institutional protocol.

(a) Identify and discuss the ethical issues involved in
the case.

(b) What course of action would you take in this
situation and why? Substantiate your answer
using ethical principles.

(c)  Whatregulatory framework should be in place to
ensure that social media remains a space for free
expression while protecting individuals from
online abuse, misinformation, and digital
manipulation?

Introduction:

The case presents an ethical dilemma where a senior
officer in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
instrumental in drafting a social media regulation policy, faces
a personal crisis as his daughter becomes a victim of online
bullying linked to his professional role.

® While he must protect his daughter’s emotional well-
being and privacy, he also needs to uphold institutional
integrity and respond to public criticism responsibly.
Body:
(a) Identify and discuss the ethical issues involved in the
case.
® Violation of Privacy and Dignity
@ The daughter’s identity and familial link to a
policymaker have been weaponized for public
ridicule.
@ This violates her right to privacy, dignity, and
mental well-being, potentially contravening
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.
® Cyberbullying and Lack of Accountability
@ The incident highlights the growing menace of
online bullying, particularly against vulnerable
individuals, and the anonymity-fueled toxicity on
social media platforms.
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€ |t raises questions about the effectiveness and
fairness of the very policy the officer helped
design.
® Institutional Integrity vs. Emotional Response
€ A public rebuttal may be seen as misusing official
machinery for personal defense, violating civil
service neutrality.
€ Onthe other hand, silence may signal insensitivity
and embolden bullies.
® Precedent and Public Perception
€ A personal response could set a precedent where
policy-makers begin to personalize governance,
impacting long-term bureaucratic credibility.
€ However, failure to respond might appear as
bureaucratic elitism or apathy, especially to
citizens facing similar online harassment.
(b) What course of action would you take in this situation
and why? Substantiate your answer using ethical principles.
Step 1: Attend to the Daughter’s Emotional and Psychological
Needs
® Immediate priority will be to ensure her mental well-
being. | would:
€ Spend quality time to reinforce emotional support
and assure her of my unconditional backing.
€ Arrange for professional counseling through
trusted and discrete channels either family or
colleague.
® Ethical Principles: Compassion, care ethics, and
empathy toward a vulnerable individual — in this case,
my daughter.
Step 2: Respect Her Autonomy and Consent
® Since she has clearly expressed a desire for discretion,
| would avoid any personal media statements or high-
profile public responses that might worsen her
situation.
® Ethical Principle: Respect for autonomy and individual
dignity. Acting against her will may cause more harm
than good, despite good intentions.
Step 3: Institutional Response Without Personalization
® Without referencing my daughter or personal life, |
would initiate a neutral departmental review to assess

if current social media policies adequately address
issues like cyberbullying and targeted harassment.

@ If gaps are found, | would recommend
amendments or strengthen grievance redressal
mechanisms through institutional channels.

® Ethical Principles: Objectivity, professional
responsibility, responsiveness to public interest.
Step 4: Engage the Educational Institution Privately
® | would request the college authorities to:

@ Sensitize students about online behavior, bullying,
and mental health through workshops.

€ Monitor social media-related
proactively within the campus.

® Ethical Principles: Leadership, preventive ethics, and
responsibility toward community welfare.
(c) What regulatory framework should be in place
to ensure that social media remains a space for free
expression while protecting individuals from online abuse,
misinformation, and digital manipulation?

issues more

® Three-Tier Grievance Redressal Architecture
@ Inspired by the Information Technology

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, but made more effective

and user-friendly:

O Tier 1: Platform-Level Grievance Officer
Mandatory for all platforms to appoint
resident grievance officers with a 72-hour
response time for abuse, harassment,
misinformation, etc.

O Tier 2: Self-Regulatory Body
Independent industry-led bodies to oversee
complaints and ensure platform compliance,
similar to Broadcasting Content Complaints
Councils.

O Tier 3: Government Oversight Mechanism
A Digital Communications Authority or
nodal ministry body to handle unresolved
complaints, enforce takedown orders, and
issue advisory guidelines.

® Mandatory Online Safety Standards
@ Introduce a legal mandate requiring all social
media platforms to implement minimum safety
and ethical standards, including:
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O Verified Reporting Tools: Real-time reporting
options for hate speech, deep fakes,
cyberbullying — especially targeting minors
or vulnerable groups.

O Default Safety Settings for Youth: Auto-filter
offensive content, private profile defaults for
users under 18, and age-appropriate content
moderation.

O Geo-Tagging Transparency: Users should be
informed if content targeting them is being
promoted outside their region or country —
combating foreign propaganda or
misinformation.

® Algorithmic Transparency and Accountability
€ Algorithms amplify content — both positive and
toxic. Therefore:

O Auditable Transparency Reports: Platforms
must publish periodic transparency reports,
including takedown stats, trends in harmful
content, and content moderation success
rates.

O Ethical Al Governance: Algorithms used for
content recommendation or moderation
must be made auditable by an independent
authority (on the lines of GDPR in the EU).

O Bias Detection Protocols: Platforms must
detect and disclose algorithmic biases that
may reinforce hate or amplify polarizing
narratives.

® Digital Civility and Ethics Education
€ A proactive, preventive pillar of the framework:

O Digital Ethics Curriculum in Schools &
Colleges: Teach responsible online behavior,
empathy, and fact-checking.

O Public Awareness Campaigns: Promote
national campaigns like “Think Before You

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

Type” or “Responsible Netizenship”, similar
to Swachh Bharat’s behavioral change
approach.

O Gamified Reporting Incentives: Reward

ethical users who consistently report abuse
or misinformation with badges, digital
literacy tokens, or civic points.
® Psychological and Victim Support Mechanisms
@ Recognizing the mental health impact of online
abuse:

O Dedicated Helplines for victims of
cyberbullying, especially adolescents and
women.

O Collaboration with Mental Health Startups
& NGOs to provide anonymous counseling,
trauma support, and peer groups.

O Legal Aid Support for victims to access
cybercrime units and file complaints without
fear or stigma.

® Cross-Border Cooperation and Data Localization
€ To deal with global tech giants and cross-border
trolling:

O International Frameworks: Push for a South
Asia Digital Safety Charter or participation in
global digital ethics pacts.

O Data Localization Laws: Ensure platforms
store user data on Indian servers to aid
investigation, without compromising privacy.

Conclusion:

In navigating this dilemma, a balance must be struck
between personal sensitivity and professional responsibility.
Upholding institutional protocol while quietly addressing
systemic gaps ensures long-term impact. Emotional
intelligence, discretion, and ethical leadership are key. The
incident should serve as a catalyst for strengthening digital
safety frameworks for all citizens.
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ESSAY

36. We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we
borrow it from our children.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

® Chief Seattle: “We do not inherit the earth from our
ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”
® Mahatma Gandhi: “The earth provides enough to
satisfy every man’s need, but not every man’s greed.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Intergenerational Responsibility and Sustainability:
€ The concept of intergenerational justice
emphasizes that the present generation has a
moral obligation to safeguard natural resources
for future generations.

@ The Rights of Future Generations Theory (John
Rawls) argues that sustainable development
should be prioritized over short-term economic
gains.

® Environmental Ethics and Human Responsibility:

@ Deep Ecology (Arne Naess): Advocates for a shift
from anthropocentrism (human-centered) to
ecocentrism (nature-centered) thinking.

€@ Aldo Leopold’s Land Ethic: Encourages treating
the environment as a community to which we
belong, rather than as a resource to exploit.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Failures Due to Environmental Neglect:
@ Deforestation in the Amazon: Short-term
economic benefits from logging and agriculture
have long-term consequences for biodiversity and
climate.
€ Industrial Revolution and Pollution: Rapid
industrialization without environmental
safeguards led to issues like the Great Smog of
London (1952).
@ Aral Sea Crisis: Over-extraction of water for
agriculture led to the near disappearance of a
once-thriving ecosystem.

® Sustainable Models of Development:

€ The Chipko Movement (India): A grassroots
movement emphasizing ecological conservation
through local participation.

€ Scandinavian Renewable Energy Models: Nations
like Sweden and Denmark have successfully
transitioned to green energy while maintaining
economic prosperity.

Contemporary Examples:

® Corporate and Technological Innovations in
Sustainability:

@ Tesla and Electric Vehicles: Leading the transition
from fossil fuels to renewable energy in
transportation.

@ Circular Economy Initiatives: Companies like
Unilever and IKEA are reducing waste by
implementing sustainable supply chains.

® Global Environmental Efforts:

@ Paris Agreement (2015): A global framework for
limiting climate change and reducing carbon
emissions.

€ India’s Renewable Energy Push: Ambitious goals
to achieve 500 GW of non-fossil fuel energy by
2030.

@ Afforestation and Conservation Projects:
Initiatives like the Bonn Challenge aim to restore
degraded ecosystems globally.

37. Progressis best measured not by speed, but by direction.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Mahatma Gandhi: “There is more to life than increasing
its speed.”
® Peter Drucker: “Efficiency is doing things right;
effectiveness is doing the right things.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Quality vs. Speed in Development:

€ Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach: Progress
should be evaluated based on improvements in
human well-being, not just economic indicators.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

Mains

Test Series
Courses

SCAN ME

? Drishti
Learning >

IAS Current
Affairs Module >
Course

’"nm

SCAN ME SCAN ME

www.drishtiias.com



www.drishtiias.com

€ Avristotle’s Golden Mean: Advocates a balanced
approach to progress, avoiding extremes of haste
or stagnation.

€ Buddhist Philosophy (Middle Path): Emphasizes
steady, mindful growth rather than reckless
speed.

® Ethical Dimensions of Measured Progress:

€ Utilitarianism (John Stuart Mill): Decisions should
focus on maximizing overall well-being rather
than short-term gains.

€ Gandhian Model of Development: Emphasizes
self-sufficiency, sustainability, and equitable
growth rather than mere industrialization.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Failures Due to Rapid but Misguided Growth:

€ The Soviet Union’s Industrialization Drive: Led to
environmental degradation and unsustainable
economic policies.

€ 2008 Financial Crisis: Rapid expansion of the
financial proper regulation
resulted in a global economic collapse.

sector without
® Success Stories of Steady and Purposeful Progress:

€ India’s Green Revolution: Prioritized long-term
productivity
economic growth.

agricultural over  short-term
€ Germany’s Energiewende (Energy Transition): A
gradual, well-planned shift to renewable energy
without destabilizing the economy.
€ Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness (GNH) Index:
Measures progress through holistic well-being
rather than GDP alone.
Contemporary Examples:
® Technology and Business Strategies:
€ Slow and Steady Growth of Infosys: Unlike tech
companies chasing
focused on sustainable business expansion.

rapid valuation, Infosys

€ Tesla’s Long-Term Vision: Despite initial losses, its
strategic focus on sustainable transport has led to
long-term industry transformation.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Governance and Global Development Trends:
€ India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India)
Initiative: Emphasizes long-term  domestic
industrial growth rather than import dependency.
€ Universal Basic Income Experiments (Finland):
Focus on long-term economic security rather than
short-term job creation

38. The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, but
the illusion of knowledge.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

® Stephen Hawking/ Daniel Boorstin: “The greatest
enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it is the illusion
of knowledge.”

® Socrates: “The only true wisdom is in knowing you
know nothing.”

® Bertrand Russell: “The trouble with the world is that
the stupid are cocksure, while the intelligent are full of
doubt.”

Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

® Cognitive Biases and the lllusion of Knowledge:

€ Dunning-Kruger Effect: People with low ability
tend to overestimate their competence, leading
to misplaced confidence.

€ Confirmation Bias: The tendency to seek out
information that confirms pre-existing beliefs,
hindering true knowledge acquisition.

® The Paradox of Information Overload in the Digital
Age:

€ Misinformation and Fake News: The internet has
democratized access to information but has also
led to widespread misinformation, making people
falsely believe they are well-informed.

@ Echo Chambers and Social Media Algorithms:
These reinforce existing biases, creating the
illusion of knowledge rather than encouraging
critical thinking.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Failures Due to the lllusion of Knowledge:

€ Ptolemaic Model of the Universe: The geocentric
model was widely accepted for centuries despite
being incorrect, as people assumed it to be true.
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@ Financial Crisis of 2008: Overconfidence in flawed
economic models and assumptions about market
stability led to one of the biggest economic
crashes.

O Excessive faith in flawed financial models
e.g., subprime mortgage-backed securities.
® Successes Driven by Intellectual Humility and Inquiry:

@ Scientific Revolution: Thinkers like Galileo and
Newton challenged prevailing assumptions,
leading to significant scientific advancements.

€ Mahatma Gandhi’s Approach: Gandhi constantly
questioned his own ideas, modifying them based
on real-world experiences, which strengthened
his leadership.

€ The Covid-19 Pandemic Response: Countries that
embraced evidence-based policymaking (e.g.,
South Korea, New Zealand) fared better than
those that relied on misinformation or political
rhetoric.

Contemporary Examples:

® Artificial Intelligence and Ethical Dilemmas: Blind faith
in Al without understanding its limitations can lead to
biases and ethical concerns.

® Medical Advancements and Pseudoscience: The anti-
vaccine movement showcases how misinformation can
create an illusion of knowledge, endangering public
health.

39. Tradition and modernity must coexist, not compete.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Mahatma Gandhi: “I do not want my house to be
walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. |
want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my
house as freely as possible.”

® Gustav Mahler: “Tradition is not the worship of ashes,
but the preservation of fire.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Tradition and Modernity:
& Tradition: The collective wisdom, values, and
practices passed down through generations.
€ Modernity: The pursuit of progress through
scientific advancements, rational thought, and
societal reforms.

® Necessity of Coexistence:

@ Cultural Identity and Progress: Societies that
abandon tradition completely risk losing their
cultural uniqueness, while rigid traditionalism can
hinder development.

€ Syncretic Evolution: Indian society has evolved by
assimilating modern ideas while preserving
traditional values, evident in the democratic
system coexisting with age-old societal norms.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Successful Integration of Tradition and Modernity:

€ Japan’s Economic Model: While embracing
cutting-edge technology, Japan has maintained
deep respect for its traditions, such as tea
ceremonies and Zen philosophy.

€ India’s Constitutional Vision: The Indian
Constitution blends traditional ethos (Dharma,
Panchayati Raj) with modern governance
principles (Democracy, Fundamental Rights).

€ Ayurveda and Modern Medicine: India’s
healthcare system integrates traditional Ayurvedic
practices with allopathic medicine for a holistic
approach.

® Failures Due to Imbalance:

€ China’s Cultural Revolution (1966-76): The
aggressive rejection of tradition under Mao’s
leadership disrupted China’s societal fabric.

@ Colonial Erasure of Indigenous Traditions: The
British imposition of Western systems often
undermined traditional knowledge (traditional
Indian education systems (e.g., Gurukuls) and
crafts (e.g., Indian textiles)), weakening cultural
identities in colonized societies.

Contemporary Examples:
® India’s Balancing Act:

4 Digital India and Sanskrit Learning: While
promoting digital infrastructure, India has also
encouraged traditional knowledge preservation.

€ Women’s Rights and Personal Laws: Legal reforms
seek to modernize gender rights while being
sensitive to cultural and religious traditions.
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O For instance, Legal reforms on gender rights
(e.g., Triple Talaq ruling in India) attempt to
balance modern legal principles with
traditional religious frameworks.
® Global Perspectives:
€ Scandinavian Countries’ Work-Life Balance:
These nations embrace technology and economic
progress while maintaining traditional concepts
of community welfare.

40. Poetry makes nothing happen, yet it changes everything.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® W. H. Auden: “Poetry makes nothing happen.”
® Percy Bysshe Shelley: “Poets are the unacknowledged
legislators of the world.”
® Pablo Neruda: “Poetry is an act of peace.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® The Paradox of Poetry’s Influence
@ Poetry appears passive—unlike political action or
scientific innovation—but it transforms human
consciousness, shaping societies subtly yet
profoundly.
€ The concept of soft power (Joseph Nye) suggests
that culture, including poetry, can create deep
societal shifts without direct political or economic
influence.
® Plato vs. Aristotle on Poetry:
€ Platoviewed poetry as misleading and emotionally
manipulative.
@ Aristotle, in contrast, saw it as a medium of
catharsis, shaping human morality and emotions.
® Poetry as a Catalyst for Social Change
@ Poetry fosters empathy, resilience, and resistance.

It inspires movements and gives voice to the

oppressed.

O Romanticism (18%-19% century): William
Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
used poetry to critique industrialization and
glorify nature.

O Postcolonial Poetry: Rabindranath Tagore’s
poetry instilled national pride during India’s
freedom struggle.

UPSC

W EILH fr
Test Series
2025 Courses

SCAN ME SCAN ME

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Feminist and Dalit Poetry in India:
€ Kamala Das’s poems challenged gender roles and
patriarchy.
€ Namdeo Dhasal’s poetry gave voice to Dalit
struggles.
Historical and Contemporary Examples:
® Poetry in Political Movements
@ The Harlem Renaissance (1920s): Langston
Hughes’ poetry empowered the African-American
civil rights movement.
€ Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Progressive Poetry in South
Asia: His against
authoritarianism.

verses became anthems

Impact of Poetry in Modern Times
€ Spoken Word and Hip-Hop Culture: Poetry finds
new forms through rap and slam poetry,
addressing contemporary issues like racism and
economic disparity.
® Contemporary Relevance and Value Addition:
@ Poetry in Digital and Popular Culture
O Social democratized poetry,
making it accessible to a global audience
(e.g., Rupi Kaur’s Instagram poetry).

media has

€ Scientific and Psychological Benefits of Poetry
O Poetry therapy is used in mental health
treatment to heal
emotional intelligence.

trauma and foster

O Studies show poetry enhances cognitive
function by engaging multiple areas of the
brain.

41. Language is the Most Beautiful Prison Ever Built
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Ludwig Wittgenstein: “The limits of my language mean
the limits of my world.”
® George Orwell: “But if thought corrupts language,
language can also corrupt thought.”
® Noam Chomsky:
creation.”

“Language is a process of free
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Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Language as a Prison: The Constraints of Expression
€ Llanguage structures how we perceive reality,
limiting our thoughts within its framework.
€ Our worldview is shaped by the language we
speak Different languages encode reality
differently, influencing cognition.
€ Llanguage is not neutral; it is a tool of power
(English missionary schools) shaping societal
norms and ideologies.
® Language as a Beautiful Construct
€ While restrictive, language is also a creative force
that allows self-expression, culture, and
knowledge transmission.
€ Derrida’s Deconstruction: Words never have
fixed meanings; they are fluid, constantly evolving,
allowing infinite possibilities.
€ Llanguage and Human Connection: Poetry,
literature, and storytelling rely on language’s
beauty, making it a vessel of human creativity.
Historical and Contemporary Examples:
® Language as a Tool of Power and Oppression
€ Colonialism and Language Imperialism:

O English became a global lingua franca but

erased many indigenous languages.
@ Political Control through Language:

O Orwell’'s 1984 introduces Newspeak, a
fictional language designed to restrict
thought and control citizens.

O Authoritarian regimes often manipulate
language to control narratives (e.g.,
propaganda, censorship).

® Language as a Medium of Freedom and Resistance
€ Indian Freedom Struggle and Language:

Vernacular literature played a crucial role in

mobilizing people (e.g., Bankim Chandra

Chattopadhyay’s Vande Mataram).

€ Digital Age and Linguistic Diversity:

O Internet slang and

communication.

memes reshape

O Al translation tools break linguistic barriers
but also homogenize languages.
Contemporary Relevance and Value Addition:
® Cognitive Science and Language Limitations
@ Research shows that bilingual people perceive
emotions differently depending on the language
they use.
® Globalization vs. Linguistic Identity
@ The dominance of English in academia and
technology leads to a decline in linguistic diversity.
O Efforts like UNESCO’s International Mother
Language Day aim to preserve endangered
languages.

42. Convenience is the new cage of the human mind
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Albert Einstein: “I fear the day that technology will
surpass our human interaction. The world will have a
generation of idiots.”
® Nicholas Carr: “The price of zipping among lots of bits
of information is a loss of depth in our thinking”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Convenience vs. Critical Thinking:

€ Automation and instant gratification are reducing
the need for deep thinking, problem-solving, and
patience.

@ The paradox of choice: With endless options
available at our fingertips, decision-making has
become overwhelming rather than liberating.

® Dependence on Technology and Loss of Autonomy:
€ Digital Assistants and Al limit human effort but
also reduce cognitive engagement, making people
passive consumers of information.

@ Social media algorithms curate personalized
content, reinforcing existing beliefs instead of
fostering independent thought.

® Psychological and Sociological Impact:

€@ Dopamine addiction: The ease of access to
entertainment and services (e.g., social media,
food delivery apps) is leading to shorter attention
spans.
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@ Loss of resilience: Struggles and challenges are
crucial for personal growth, yet convenience has
reduced our capacity to handle difficulties.

Policy and Historical Examples:

® Negative Consequences of Over-Reliance on

Convenience:

@ Decline of Handicrafts and Traditional
Knowledge: The rise of mass production led to
the disappearance of many skilled traditional
artisans.

@ Fast Food and Health Crisis: The demand for
convenience in food choices has led to a global
obesity and lifestyle disease epidemic.

® Positive Examples of Balancing Convenience and

Conscious Effort:

€ Finland’s Education Model: Unlike rote learning
and instant knowledge retrieval from the internet,
Finland focuses on deep learning and problem-
solving.

€ Japan’s Kaizen Philosophy: Despite having
cutting-edge automation, Japan integrates human
effort into work ethics and continuous self-
improvement.

Contemporary Examples:

® Rise of Al Dependency: Tools like ChatGPT enhance
productivity but may also limit human creativity if
overused.

® Decline in Reading Culture: Short-form content (like
reels, TikTok, and tweets) is replacing in-depth books
and articles, reducing deep comprehension.

® Social Isolation Despite Connectivity: The convenience
of digital communication has led to the decline of
meaningful, in-person interactions.

43. Not all departures are escapes, and not all arrivals are
destinations
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Rainer Maria Rilke: “The only journey is the one
within.”
® T.S. Eliot: “We shall not cease from exploration, and
the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we
started and know the place for the first time.”

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025 m

® Paulo Coelho: “If you think adventure is dangerous, try
routine; it is lethal.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Departure vs. Escape:
@ Departures symbolize change, growth, and new
beginnings, escapes often signify
avoidance or fear.

whereas

€ Psychological perspective: People often move
cities or change jobs, assuming external change

internal dissatisfaction,

transformation comes from within.

will solve but true
® Arrival vs. Destination:
€ Not all achievements signify fulfillment; reaching
a milestone is often just another step in a longer
journey.
@ Theillusion of finality: Many assume that success,
relationships will bring ultimate
happiness, yet the human mind constantly seeks

wealth, or

more.
® Spiritual and Existential Interpretation:

€ Buddhism’s Concept of Impermanence: The idea
that everything is transient—what we perceive as
an “arrival” is just a temporary station in life.

@ StoicPhilosophy:Thejourney of self-improvement
is endless; no single achievement defines a
person’s growth.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Misinterpreted Departures as Escapes:

@ The Great Depression and Mass Migration: Many
moved to escape financial ruin, but without
systemic reforms, poverty continued elsewhere.

€ Brain Drain from Developing Nations: Many
skilled migrate  for better
opportunities, but this does not necessarily solve
the root problems in their home countries.

professionals

® Misconception of Arrivals as Final Destinations:
@ The Fall of Rome: Despite centuries of conquests
and expansion, the empire eventually collapsed
due to internal decay.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

UPSC

W EILH
Test Series
2025

UPSC ey
Classroom > T
Courses (@] ‘f_glﬂ.

o
SCAN ME SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module >
Course

D hl.i%
Drishti P.I' F

Learning > 0 h,.?
App m_“ -

SCAN ME




m Mains Answer Writing Consolidation March, 2025

€ The End of Colonial Rule in India: While 1947

marked political independence, social and
economic struggles continued, proving that
arrival at freedom was just the beginning of
nation-building.

Contemporary Examples:

® Corporate Burnout and Midlife Crises: Many chase
financial success, assuming it is the “destination,” only
to realize personal fulfillment was neglected.

® Space Exploration: Landing on the Moon was a
significant milestone, but it was not the final goal—
scientists continue exploring deeper space.

44. Truth is not what we see, but what we choose to
acknowledge
® Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

@ George Orwell: “The very concept of objective
truth is fading out of the world. Lies will pass into
history.”

@ Friedrich Nietzsche: “There are no facts, only
interpretations.”

€ Carl Jung: “Until you make the unconscious
conscious, it will direct your life and you will call it
fate.”

® Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

€ Truth vs. Perception:

O Human perception is inherently limited and
subjective. What we see is often filtered
through our biases, experiences, and cultural
conditioning.

O Cognitive biases like confirmation bias,
selective perception, and the Dunning-Kruger
effect shape our interpretation of reality.

€ Acknowledgment as a Moral and Intellectual Act:
O Acknowledging the truth requires courage,

honesty, and awareness. Denial often stems
from convenience or fear.

www.drishtiias.com

O Moral psychology shows that individuals
often avoid uncomfortable truths to maintain
cognitive consistency or social harmony.

@ Truth in a Post-Truth Era:

O In today’s information age, facts are often
drowned in narratives. What gains visibility is
not necessarily what is true, but what is
amplified or chosen by masses or media.

O  “Truth” becomes a function of collective
agreement, not objective verification.

® Policy and Historical Examples:
@ Selective Acknowledgment in History:

O Climate
overwhelming scientific evidence, denial

Change Denial: Despite
persists due to vested interests and short-
term political/economic gains.

O Caste Discrimination in India: Though legally
abolished, societal structures continue to
deny the deep-rooted reality of caste-based
inequities.

@ Truth in Transitional Justice:

O South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC): Instead of burying the
atrocities of apartheid, the TRC promoted
national healing by acknowledging painful
truths.

O Holocaust Education in Germany: A model of
how acknowledging historical atrocities

builds

generations.

moral responsibility in  future
® Contemporary Examples:
€ Media and Algorithmic Reality:

O Echo Chambers: Social media platforms
show users content aligned with their beliefs,
distorting perception and leading to

ideological polarization.
O Deepfakes and Misinformation: The line

between reality and illusion is increasingly
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“truth” a matter of

blurred, making
algorithmic validation.
@ Personal Psychology:

O Many people ignore
psychological trauma rather than confront it,
illustrating how truth is not always seen, but
must be chosen to be dealt with.

emotional or

45. The past is a compass, not a map
® Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
€ Confucius: “Study the past if you would define the
future.”
€ Winston Churchill: “Those who fail to learn from
history are condemned to repeat it.”
€ Yuval Noah Harari: “History began when humans
invented gods, and will end when humans become
gods.”
® Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
€ Compass vs. Map:

O A map suggests fixed directions and
certainties, while acompass offers orientation
without prescribing a single path.

O History cannot be mechanically replicated; it
can guide principles but not outcomes.

€ Danger of Historical Determinism:

O Blind reliance on past models (e.g.,
nationalism rooted in glorified history) often
leads to regressive policies or conflict.

O Human agency and context evolve — what
worked in the past may become irrelevant or
even harmful in a different socio-political
landscape.

€ Use of History in Identity and Morality:

O The past offers ethical benchmarks and
memory. It helps
remember what must never be repeated—
like genocide, slavery, or colonial oppression.

collective societies

O Philosophically, history offers existential
grounding, but should not be a chain
shackling future innovation.

® Policy and Historical Examples:
€ Productive Uses of the Past:

O Indian Constitution: Borrowed features from
various global constitutions, not as templates
but as guiding philosophical principles (e.g.,
UK’s parliamentary system, US’s federalism).

O European Union Formation: Learning from
the devastation of two world wars, European
nations chose integration over nationalism,
using the past as a moral compass.

€@ Misuse or Overreliance on the Past:

O Nazi Germany’s mythic past: Hitler’s
glorification of the Aryan race and ancient
Germanic identity led to fascism and
genocide.

O Taliban’s imposition of Sharia law: Attempts
to recreate a past societal order, ignoring
modern values of gender equality and human
rights.

® Contemporary Examples:
€ History-Inspired Reforms:

O South Korea’s rise from colonization and
war: Instead of lamenting the past, it became
a tech and education hub by redefining its
national narrative.

O Truth and Reconciliation in Rwanda post-
genocide: Rebuilt society by acknowledging
the past but not being trapped by vengeance.

@ Dangers of Living in the Past:

O Cultural nostalgia movements often resist
progressive laws, from LGBTQ+ rights to
gender equality, by citing “traditional values”.

O In geopolitics, revanchist ideologies (e.g.,
Russia invoking Soviet-era glory) create
global instability.
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