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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1

History

1. Compare and contrast the contributions of Subhas
Chandra Bose and Sardar Patel to India’s independence
and nation-building. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Subhas
Chandra Bose and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Highlight their Contributions to India’s Independence
Highlight their Contributions to Nation-Building

Give key similarities and differences
® Conclude by summing up the key points.

Introduction:

Subhas Chandra Bose and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
were two stalwarts of India’s freedom struggle, each
contributing uniquely to the cause of independence and
post-independence nation-building.

® While Bose adopted a radical approach, seeking
external military support to overthrow British rule,

Patel followed a pragmatic strategy, strengthening the

internal movement under the Congress’s leadership.
Body:

Contributions to India’s Independence
® Subhas Chandra Bose

€ Revolutionary Nationalism: Bose believed in
armed struggle as the path to independence.

O He formed the Indian National Army (INA)
and sought Axis powers’ assistance to expel
the British from India.

€ Azad Hind Government: Established the
Provisional Government of Free India in 1943 in
Singapore, gaining recognition from several
countries.

@ Disillusionment with Congress’s Moderation:
Disagreed with the Congress leadership’s
approach, particularly with Gandhi and Patel,
leading to his resignation from the Congress
presidency in 1939.

® Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

€ Non-Violent Resistance: As a close associate of
Gandhi, Patel adhered to non-violent civil
disobedience and played a leading role in
movements like the Bardoli Satyagraha (1928),
which enhanced mass participation in the
struggle.

€ Role in Quit India Movement: A key leader in the
Quit India Movement (1942), Patel’s
organizational ability ensured widespread
protests despite Congress leaders’ arrests.

@ Congress Leadership and Pragmatism: Unlike
Bose, Patel preferred negotiation and political
organization, strengthening the Congress’s hold
over Indian politics.

Contributions to Nation-Building
® Subhas Chandra Bose

€ Economic Vision: Advocated for socialist planning
and industrialization, proposing a strong state
role in economic development similar to Nehru’s
approach.

€ Secularism and Social Unity: Emphasized Hindu-
Muslim unity and condemned communal politics,
denouncing organizations like the Hindu
Mahasabha as divisive forces.

€ Rousing Patriotism: His ideology and slogans,
such as “Give me blood, and | will give you
freedom,” instilled a militant form of nationalism
that inspired later generations.

® Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

@ Integration of Princely States: Patel played a
decisive role in unifying over 560 princely states,
using a mix of persuasion and force (e.g.,
Hyderabad Police Action, 1948 and annexation
of Junagadh).

€ Strengthening Civil Services: Played a pivotal role
in establishing the Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) and Indian Police Service (IPS), recognizing
their importance in governance and stability.
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€ Focus on Private Enterprise: Unlike Bose’s socialist inclination, Patel was more sympathetic to private enterprise,
advocating economic policies that balanced state control with free-market principles.

Differences Between Bose and Patel

Aspect Subhas Chandra Bose

Approach to Freedom Struggle
British rule

Relations with Congress

View on Governance
with socialist planning

Economic Philosophy

Differences Between Bose and Patel:
Conclusion:

Modern India can draw lessons from both leaders:
Bose’s vision of economic self-reliance and patriotism
combined with Patel’s pragmatism in governance and unity
can serve as a roadmap for a strong, self-sufficient, and
inclusive India.

2. The decline of the Mughal Empire has often been
attributed to Aurangzeb’s policies. To what extent is this
assessment justified? Examine other factors that
contributed to the empire’s disintegration. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Decline
of Mughal Empire

® Aurangzeb’s Policies Leading to the Decline Mughal
Empire

® Highlight Other Factors Contributing to Mughal
Decline

® Conclude by mentioning the event that succeeded
mughal decline

Introduction:

The decline of the Mughal Empire has often been
attributed to Aurangzeb’s policies, particularly his religious
orthodoxy and prolonged military campaigns.

® While Aurangzeb’s reign certainly contributed to the
empire’s weakening, several structural, economic, and

Advocated armed resistance against

Clashed with Congress leadership;
resigned as party president in 1939

Favored a strong central government

Advocated state-led economic
planning and rapid industrialization

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Believed in non-violent civil disobedience under
Gandhi’s leadership

One of Congress’s strongest leaders, played a key
role in decision-making

Supported democratic governance with
administrative decentralization

Preferred a mixed economy with private
enterprise playing a key role

external factors also played a crucial role in its
eventual disintegration.
Body:
Aurangzeb’s Policies Leading to the Decline of Mughal
Empire
® Religious Intolerance and Alienation of Allies

@ Aurangzeb reversed the religious tolerance
policies of Akbar, leading to discontent among
Hindus and Sikhs.

@ He re-imposed the jizya tax on non-Muslims,
destroyed temples, and forced conversions, which
alienated Rajputs, Marathas, Jats, and Sikhs.

® Deccan Policy and Military Overstretch

€ Aurangzeb’s aggressive expansion in the Deccan
led to the annexation of Bijapur and Golconda,
which previously acted as buffer states against the
Marathas.

O His 25-year-long war against the Marathas
(1680-1707) drained the Mughal treasury,
weakened the central administration, and led
to an overextension of resources.

® Weakening of the Mughal Nobility and Mansabdari
System

@ Aurangzeb’s strict control over the nobility
created resentment, and factionalism increased.

@ The Jagirdari crisis emerged as there was a
shortage of fertile lands to be granted as jagirs,
leading to discontent among nobles and
weakening military effectiveness.
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Other Factors Contributing to Mughal Decline:
® Weak Successors and War of Succession
€ After Aurangzeb’s death (1707), the empire

suffered from repeated wars of succession among
his weak and inefficient successors.

O Nobles and regional governors took
advantage of this instability to assert their
independence.

® Degeneration of the Mughal Nobility

@ The nobility became corrupt, luxurious, and
inefficient, prioritizing personal pleasures over

governance.
O Political  factionalism among Turanis,
Persians, Afghans, and Hindustanis

weakened the central authority.
® Decline of the Mughal Army
€ The Mughal army became undisciplined and
disloyal due to:

O The mansabdari system’s inefficiency, where
soldiers owed loyalty to their immediate
commanders rather than the emperor.

O Frequent betrayals and treachery, where
nobles often corresponded with the enemy
for personal gain.

® Economic Crisis and Agrarian Decline
€ High taxation and revenue demands caused
peasant revolts and economic distress.

O The decline in trade and commerce due to
European competition and disruption of
trade routes weakened the economy further.

® Foreign Invasions and External Pressures
€ Nadir Shah’s invasion (1739) and Ahmad Shah

Abdali’s repeated invasions in the mid-18t

century severely weakened the empire, exposing

its military weaknesses.

O The Third Battle of Panipat (1761) marked
the final nail in the Mughal coffin, as the
empire lost its military supremacy to the
Marathas.

Conclusion:

The Mughal Empire’s decline was a result of Aurangzeb’s
policies, administrative failures, economic crises, and
relentless external invasions. A weakened center and rising
regional powers sealed its fate, leading to its eventual
disintegration.

3. What are earthquake swarms? How do they differ from
typical mainshock-aftershock sequences? (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer
swarms

by defining earthquake

® Give Causes of Earthquake Swarms and Examples

® Highlight the Key Differences Between Earthquake
Swarms and Mainshock-Aftershock Sequences

® Conclude by highlighting adaptation measures.

Introduction:

Earthquake swarms are sequences of small to moderate
quakes occurring in quick succession, without a distinct
mainshock.

® Unlike typical earthquakes, which follow a mainshock-
aftershock pattern, swarms consist of multiple quakes
of similar magnitude.
Body:
Causes of Earthquake Swarms:

® Fluid Movement: Fluids released from magma or
circulating within active geothermal systems can
lubricate faults, triggering earthquakes.
@ These fluids move through cracks and fractures,
causing multiple small-scale seismic events.
® Active Volcanism: Magma movement beneath the
surface creates stress, leading to fracturing of the crust
and swarm-like activity.
@ Earthquakesin such cases typically occur near the
crack tip where magma is pushing through.
® Slow-Slip Events:
@ These are slow-motion earthquakes involving
gradual fault movement over weeks or years.
@ They are commonly observed in subduction
zones, such as the Hikurangi Subduction Zone
near New Zealand.
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Examples of Earthquake Swarms:

® India: Since November 2018, an earthquake swarm
has been observed in Dahanu, Maharashtra, with 10—
20 quakes daily, typically of magnitude <3.5.

® Philippines: A swarm occurred in Batangas (April-
August 2017).

® Europe: The Western Bohemia/Vogtland
(Czechia-Germany) experiences recurrent swarms.

region

® Central America: In El Salvador (April 2017), nearly
500 earthquakes were recorded in two days in Antiguo
Cuscatlan.

and

Key Differences
Mainshock-Aftershock Sequences

Between Earthquake Swarms

Parameter | Mainshock-Aftershock | Earthquake Swarm
Sequence
Main Shock | Has a definite No distinct
mainshock (largest mainshock
event)
Aftershocks | Occur after the No clear aftershock

mainshock, decreasing
in frequency over time

pattern

Duration Can last for days, weeks, | Typically shorter-
months, or even years | lived but can last
(for large events) weeks to months
Location Associated with Occur in volcanic,
tectonic fault geothermal, or
movement hydrothermal
areas
Cause Sudden release of built- | Triggered by
up seismic stress fluid movement,
magma activity, or
slow-slip events
Conclusion:

Despite their smaller magnitude, the frequency and
unpredictability of earthquake swarms can pose significant
risks. Therefore, focused monitoring and timely adaptive
measures, such as early warning systems and seismic
preparedness, are crucial for minimizing potential damage
and ensuring public safety in areas prone to swarming seismic
activity.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 n

4. “The tribal revolts in colonial India were not just acts of
resistance but also expressions of indigenous identity
and autonomy.” Discuss with examples. (250 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by briefing about the
background of tribal revolts in India

® Highlight key revolts under as Expressions of
Indigenous Identity and Autonomy

® Delve into their Impact and Legacy
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Tribal revolts in colonial India were not just spontaneous
acts of resistance against British rule but also conscious
expressions of indigenous identity and autonomy. The
British policies, which sought to impose new land revenue
systems, interfere in religious customs, and disrupt traditional
governance, were seen as direct threats to their way of life.
Body:

Tribal Revolts as Expressions of Indigenous Identity and
Autonomy
® Defense of Traditional Land and Resources
€ Santhal Uprising (1855-56):

O LedbySidhuand Kanhu Murmu, the Santhals
of present-day Jharkhand rebelled against
the exploitation by zamindars, moneylenders,
and British officials.

O They opposed the imposition of the
Zamindari system, which replaced their
traditional landholding structures.

O The Santhals claimed divine inspiration from
Thakur (their supreme deity) to reclaim their
land, signifying their assertion of ethnic
identity and spiritual autonomy.

€ Kol Uprising (1831-32):

O The Kol tribes of Chotanagpur, led by
Buddhu Bhagat, revolted against the transfer
of their lands to outsiders under British land
policies.

O The uprising was not just economic but a
struggle to preserve their socio-political
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identity, as the Kols traditionally managed
their villages through tribal councils.
€ Rampa Rebellion (1879-80):

O The hill tribes of Andhra Pradesh revolted
against the Forest Regulation Act, which
restricted their access to forests for food and
livelihood.

O The rebellion was a fight for autonomy over
natural resources, reflecting their deep
connection with the environment.

® Protection of Socio-Cultural and Religious Practices

€ Khond Uprising (1837-1856):

O The Khonds of Odisha revolted when the
British banned their Meriah (human
sacrifice) practice, which was central to their
religious beliefs.

O The uprising was not just against colonial
rule but also an assertion of their religious
autonomy, as they saw the British as
outsiders imposing foreign values.

€ Munda Uprising (1899-1900):

O Led by Birsa Munda, the revolt aimed at
restoring Munda Raj (self-rule) and rejecting
British-imposed feudal land policies that
transferred tribal lands to Dikus.

O Birsa Munda envisioned a cultural and
spiritual revival of his people, calling for the
rejection of Hindu landlords and Christian
missionaries alike.

O This rebellion was as much a socio-religious
movement as a political struggle, reflecting
tribal aspirations for self-governance.

® Assertion of Self-Governance and Political Autonomy

UPSC
Mains

€ Bhil Uprising (1818-1831):
O The Bhils of Western India revolted against
British land and taxation policies.
O Their rebellion sought to reclaim self-rule
under their traditional chiefs, resisting

external interference in their political
structures.
€ Kuki Rebellion (1917-1919):

O The Kuki tribes of Manipur rebelled when
the British tried to recruit them for forced
labor during World War I.

O The rebellion was a strong assertion of tribal
independence, rejecting British authority
over their community.

@ Khasi Uprising (1829-1833):

O Led by Tirath Singh, the Khasis of Meghalaya
opposed British efforts to build a road
through their territory, which threatened
their autonomy.

O The uprising was not just a land protest but
a resistance against colonial control over
their homeland.

Impact and Legacy

® Reinforced Tribal Identity: Many revolts, particularly
the Santhal and Munda uprisings, reinforced a sense
of ethnic pride and unity, strengthening tribal
consciousness.

® Inspired Future Tribal Movements: The resistance
against land alienation and economic exploitation
continued post-independence, influencing later tribal
rights movements.

® Recognition of Tribal Autonomy: The revolts ultimately
contributed to the constitutional safeguards for tribal
communities in independent India, including the Fifth
and Sixth Schedule provisions for self-governance.

Conclusion

Tribal revolts in colonial India were not merely economic
or political resistances but powerful assertions of indigenous
identity, cultural preservation, and self-rule.. Though most
revolts were suppressed, they laid the foundation for future
struggles for tribal rights, self-governance, and constitutional
protections in independent India.
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Geography

5. Climate and vegetation are interdependent. Analyze how
different climatic regions of the world influence their
natural vegetation patterns with examples from major

climatic zones. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing the interlinkage
between climate and vegetation

® Give Influence of Climate on Natural Vegetation
Across Major Climatic Zones

® Highlight the Interdependence Between Climate and
Vegetation

® Conclude by highlighting the factors causing
disruption to this relationship.

Introduction:

Climate plays a decisive role in determining the type,
distribution, and characteristics of natural vegetation across
the world.

® Temperature, precipitation, humidity, and seasonal
variations influence the growth and survival of plant
species, leading to distinct vegetation patterns in
different climatic zones.

® This interdependence shapes ecosystems, biodiversity,

and even human livelihoods.
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Body:
Influence of Climate on Natural Vegetation Across Major
Climatic Zones
® Tropical Climate and Vegetation
€ Tropical Rainforests (Equatorial Climate)
O Climate: High temperatures (25-30°C) and
abundant rainfall (above 2000 mm)
throughout the year.

O Vegetation: Dense, evergreen forests with
multi-layered canopies. Dominant species
include mahogany, ebony, rubber, and
rosewood.

m  Example: Amazon Rainforest (South
America), Congo Basin (Africa).
@ Tropical Grasslands (Savanna Climate)

O Climate: Warm temperatures with distinct
wet and dry seasons; moderate rainfall.

O Vegetation: Tall grasses like elephant grass,
scattered trees like baobab and acacia.

B Example: African Savanna (Serengeti)
and Brazilian Campos.
® Dry Climate and Vegetation
@ Deserts (Arid Climate)

O Climate: High
precipitation,
temperature variation.

temperatures, low

and  extreme  diurnal
O Vegetation: Sparse vegetation with drought-
resistant plants like cacti, acacia, and date
palms.
m  Example: Sahara (Africa), Thar (India)
and Atacama (South America).
€ Steppe (Semi-Arid Climate)
O Climate: Low-to-moderate
winters, and warm summers.

rainfall, cold
O Vegetation: Short grasses such as feather
grass and buffalo grass, with few trees.
Eurasian Steppes, North
and Patagonian

®  Example:
American Prairies,
Steppe.
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® Temperate Climate and Vegetation
€ Temperate Deciduous Forests

O Climate: Moderate rainfall (750-1500 mm),
distinct warm summers and cold winters.

O Vegetation: Broad-leaved deciduous trees
such as oak, maple, beech, and birch.
m  Example: Eastern USA, Western Europe,
and East Asia (China, Japan).
¢ Temperate Grasslands
O Climate: Moderate rainfall,
and cold winters.

hot summers,

O Vegetation: Dominated by perennial grasses
like wheatgrass and ryegrass, with very few
trees.
®  Example: Prairies (USA), Pampas

(Argentina), Velds (South Africa), and
Steppes (Eurasia).
® Cold Climate and Vegetation
& Taiga (Boreal Forests — Sub-Arctic Climate)

O Climate: Long, harsh winters and short, cool
summers; moderate precipitation

O Vegetation: Coniferous forests with pine,
spruce, fir, and larch.
®  Example: Canada,

Siberia.
€ Tundra (Polar Climate)

O Climate: Extremely cold temperatures (below
freezing for most of the vyear), low
precipitation (less than 300 mm).

O Vegetation: Treeless landscape with mosses,
lichens, and dwarf shrubs.

m  Example: Greenland, Arctic Canada,
and Northern Russia.
® Mountain Climate and Vegetation (Alpine Regions)
® Climate: Varies with altitude; lower elevations have
temperate conditions, while higher elevations resemble
tundra climate.
® \Vegetation:
€ Lower slopes: Deciduous forests (oak, chestnut).
€ Mid-altitude: Coniferous forests (pine, fir).
€ Higher altitudes: Alpine meadows with short
L 4

Scandinavia, and

grasses and shrubs.
Example: Himalayas, Rockies, Andes, Alps.
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Interdependence Between Climate and Vegetation

® Temperature Control on Growth: Warmer regions
have dense forests, while colder areas have sparse,
hardy vegetation.
@ Also, vegetation play a key role in climate
moderation for example Amazon rainforest act as
a carbon sink
® Precipitation and Plant Density: High rainfall leads to
luxuriant forests, whereas arid regions have xerophytic
vegetation.
® Seasonal Changes and Deciduous Nature: Intemperate
regions, trees shed leaves in winter to conserve water
and survive frost.
® Altitude Effect: Vegetation changes with altitude in
mountain regions, mimicking latitudinal climatic
variations.
Conclusion:

Different climatic zones give rise to distinct biomes,
shaping biodiversity and influencing human activity.
However, this delicate balance is increasingly threatened by
climate change, deforestation, and human encroachment,
leading to habitat loss and ecological imbalances. Going
forward, sustainable land-use practices, afforestation,
and climate-resilient conservation strategies are essential
to preserve the natural harmony between climate and
vegetation.

Indian Heritage and Culture

6. Discuss how the syncretic traditions of the Deccan,
particularly under the Bahmani and Vijayanagara
kingdoms, contributed to India’s composite culture. (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Bahmani
and Vijayanagara kingdoms
® Highlight the Syncretism in the Bahmani and
Vijayanagara Kingdom
® Delve into their Impact on India’s Composite Culture

® Conclude by referring to their significance despite
differences.
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Introduction: ® Sufi Influence and Cultural Integration
The Deccan region in medieval India witnessed the rise @ Sufism played a key role in integrating Hindu and
of two major powers—the Bahmani Sultanate (1347-1527) Islamic traditions.
and the Vijayanagara Empire (1336-1646). O The Bahmani rulers venerated Sufi saints,
® Despite their political and religious differences, these leading to the rise of Dargah culture that
kingdoms played a crucial role in fostering a syncretic welcomed followers from all communities.
culture, blending indigenous Hindu traditions with  Syncretism in the Vijayanagara Kingdom:
Persian, Islamic, and regional influences. ® Religious and Social Harmony
Body: @ The Vijayanagara Empire, though predominantly
Syncretism in the Bahmani Kingdom: Hindu, showed tolerance towards different
® Cosmopolitan Society faiths.
@ The Bahmani Kingdom was a melting pot of O Muslims were given representation in
diverse ethnicities, including Persians, Arabs, administration and the military.
Turks, Afghans, Abyssinians, and local Deccan ® Language and Literature
Hindus. € Kannada, Telugu, and Tamil flourished as court
O The administration saw Hindus occupying languages.
key positions, promoting religious co- @ Bilingual inscriptions (Kannada-Telugu, Sanskrit-
existence. Persian) existed in earlier periods, showing
O The marriage alliance of Sultan Feroz Shah cultural intermixing.
Bahmani with the Vijayanagara princess ® Art and Architecture
strengthened Hindu-Muslim ties. & Vijayanagara architecture, though primarily
® Language and Literature Dravidian, adopted Indo-Islamic influences,
@ Persian, Arabic, and Urdu (Dakhini dialect) especially in secular structures.
thrived under Bahmani patronage. O Queen’s Bath, Lotus Mahal, and Elephant
O Dakhini Urdu, an early form of Hindustani, Stables exhibit distinct Islamic architectural
developed as acommon language among the features like arched doorways, domes, and
diverse population. geometric patterns.
€ The Sufi saint Khwaja Bande Nawaz Gesu Daraz ® Music and Dance
wrote in Dakhini Urdu, promoting linguistic @ The Vijayanagara period saw the evolution of
fusion. Carnatic music, influenced by both indigenous
® Indo-Islamic Architecture and Persian elements.
€ The Bahmani rulers introduced Persian O Bharatanatyam and Yakshagana, a dance-
architectural elements but also adapted local drama form, were patronized, blending
styles. regional folk and classical traditions.
O Features included tall minarets, strong ® Influence of Foreign Visitors
arches, large domes, and spacious @ Accounts by Abdur Razzaqg, Nicolo Conti, and
courtyards, seen in: Domingo Paes highlight the grandeur of
B Gulbarga: Jama Masjid, Haft Gumbaz. Vijayanagara and its multi-ethnic society.
B Bidar: Madrasa of Mohammad Gawan, O Persian travelers noted Hindu-Muslim trade
Rangeen Mahal. relations, showcasing a vibrant exchange of
B Bijapur: Gol Gumbaz, Ibrahim Roza. ideas.
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Impact on India’s Composite Culture:
® Linguistic Fusion: The growth of Dakhini Urdu set the
stage for the later evolution of Hindustani.
® Architectural Synthesis: Indo-Islamic features from the
Deccan influenced Mughal
architecture.

and later Sultanate
® Religious Harmony: The coexistence of multiple
communities reduced religious polarization and
promoted cultural pluralism.
® Artistic Blending: Vijayanagara’s Carnatic music and
Bahmani Sufi traditions contributed to the diverse
artistic heritage of India.
Conclusion:

The Vijayanagara and Bahmani kingdoms, despite
their conflicts, mutually influenced each other and laid the
foundation for a harmonious, multi-religious, and culturally
rich Indian society. Their contributions shaped India’s
syncretic traditions, fostering an enduring legacy of religious
and cultural integration.

Indian Society

7. “Tribal communities in India face the dual challenge of
preservation of their cultural identity and integration
with mainstream development.” Discuss this statement
with suitable examples. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by defining the current status
of Tribes in India and why their cultural preservation
and integration with the mainstream is crucial.

® Delve into the Challenges in Cultural preservation
and integration with the mainstream

® Suggest Measuresfor Balancing Cultural Preservation
with Development

® Conclude with a forward looking statement.

Introduction:

Tribal communities in India, constituting 8.6% of
the population (Census 2011), have historically lived in
harmony with nature, preserving indigenous traditions while
maintaining distinct socio-cultural identities.

® Striking a balance between their cultural preservation
and integration with the mainstream is crucial for their
empowerment and sustainable development.
Body:
Challenges in Cultural Preservation:
® Land Alienation and Displacement
@ Llarge-scale development projects such as mining,
dams, and industrialization have led to the
displacement of tribals, disrupting their
traditional way of life.
€@ Example: The Dongria Kondh of Odisha opposed
bauxite mining in Niyamgiri Hills, as it threatened
their sacred lands and traditional livelihoods.
® Loss of Traditional Livelihoods
@ Tribal communities depend on shifting cultivation,
pastoralism, and forest-based activities.
€@ Example: Van Gujjars, a semi-nomadic pastoral
tribe in the Himalayas, face restrictions on
seasonal migration due to wildlife conservation
laws.
® Erosion of Indigenous Knowledge and Practices
€ As younger generations migrate to urban areas,
traditional medicinal knowledge, art, and
sustainable agricultural practices are being lost.
€ Example: The Apatani tribe of Arunachal Pradesh
practices rice-fish cultivation, a highly sustainable
method that risks being forgotten.
® Cultural Homogenization Due to Urbanization and
Globalization
@ Exposure to mainstream education and urban
lifestyles is leading to the erosion of traditional
languages, attire, and customs.
€ Example: The Toda tribe of the Nilgiris faces a
decline in the use of their unique Toda language,
which is not widely taught in schools.
Challenges in Integration with Mainstream Development
® Socio-economic Marginalization
@ Tribals face low literacy rates, poor healthcare,
and limited employment opportunities.
@ Example: Despite reservations, the Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) for Scheduled Tribes
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remains lower than the national average in higher
education (AISHE Report 2020-21).
® Weak Implementation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA),
2006
@ The FRA recognizes the land rights of tribals, but
its implementation is slow and ineffective.
€ Example: In 2019, the Supreme Court ordered
the eviction of over 1 million forest dwellers,
highlighting gaps in legal protection.
® Climate Change and Environmental Degradation
€ Climate change affects rainfall patterns,
biodiversity, and traditional farming practices,
making tribal livelihoods more vulnerable.
€ Example: The Khasi tribe of Meghalaya has seen
a decline in traditional shifting cultivation due to
erratic monsoons.
® Human-Wildlife Conflict
@ Increasing deforestation and habitat loss bring
wild animals into closer contact with human
settlements, threatening lives and livelihoods.
O Example: 3938 human deaths were recorded
due to elephant attacks between 2014-2022
(MOEFCC Report).
Balancing Cultural Preservation with Development:

® Recognizing and Integrating Indigenous Knowledge in
Development Policies

€ Tribal sustainable practices should be
documented and incorporated into
environmental conservation efforts.

€ Example: Kadars of South India practice

regenerative resource collection, ensuring forest
sustainability.
® Promoting Eco-tourism and Sustainable Livelihoods
€ Community-led eco-tourism can generate income
while preserving tribal culture and biodiversity.
€ Example: Khonoma Village (Nagaland), managed
by the Angami tribe, successfully runs an eco-
tourism model.
® Strengthening Forest Rights and Community-Based
Conservation

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 n

€ Strengthening the Joint Forest Management
(JFM)  program and ensuring effective
implementation of FRA.

€ Example: Idu Mishmi tribe in Arunachal Pradesh
has declared parts of their forest as Community
Conserved Areas.

and

® Promoting Tribal Handicrafts

Industries

€ Government initiatives like TRIFED and Van Dhan
Yojana should be expanded to support tribal
artisans.

@ Example: Hakki Pikki tribe of Karnataka markets
herbal products internationally, ensuring
economic benefits while preserving traditional
knowledge.

Indigenous

® Educational Reforms to Preserve Tribal Identity
€ Introducing tribal languages and cultural studies
in school curriculums to ensure linguistic and
cultural preservation.
€@ Example: The Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRS) aim to provide quality education while
maintaining cultural roots.
Conclusion
Empowering tribal communities requires a synergistic
approach that balances cultural preservation with inclusive
development. Strengthening FRA implementation, eco-
tourism, indigenous industries, and educational reforms will
ensure their sustainable integration.

8. How hasthe increasing commercialization of agricultural
practices influenced rural social structures and gender
relations? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the impact
of Commercialization of Agriculture

® Highlight the Impact on Rural Social Structures and
Gender Relations

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

The commercialization of agriculture, driven by market-
oriented production, mechanization, and agribusiness
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integration, has significantly transformed rural social
structures and gender relations. While it has increased rural
incomes and agricultural productivity, it has also widened
socio-economic inequalities, altered traditional labor
dynamics, and reinforced gender disparities in rural India.
Body:
Impact on Rural Social Structures:
® Emergence of Agrarian
Stratification
@ The shift from subsistence farming to cash crops
and contract farming has benefited large
landowners while marginalizing small and
landless farmers.

Capitalism and Class

O Tenant farmers and sharecroppers often
struggle due to rising input costs, leading to
rural indebtedness and migration.

® Decline of Traditional Caste-Based Occupations
€ Commercialization has reduced dependence on
the jajmani (traditional service) system, leading
to the breakdown of caste-based labor divisions.
€ Mechanization has displaced Dalits and lower-
caste laborers, who historically worked as manual
agricultural laborers.
® Changes in Land Ownership Patterns
@ The rising demand for land for agribusiness,
contract farming, and corporate farming has led
to land consolidation in the hands of a few.
€ Land leasing and tenancy agreements have
become common, leading to insecure land tenure
for small and marginal farmers.
Impact on Gender Relations:
® Feminization of Agriculture without Empowerment
€ Due to male migration, 75% of women workers in
rural India are now employed in agriculture, but
they lack land ownership and access to credit,
technology, and inputs.
€ Women'’s increased workload has not translated
into greater financial autonomy, as land titles

remain male-dominated (only 13% of women
own land in India).
® Shift in Household Gender Roles

€ Women have taken up additional responsibilities
in farming, yet they continue to bear the burden
of domestic chores and caregiving.

@ Decision-making in agricultural activities is still
dominated by male family members, despite the
increasing role agricultural
production.

of women in

® Gender Disparities
Opportunities

in Wages and Employment

€ Women agricultural workers are paid 20-30% less
than men for the same work.

€ Commercialization has led to job losses for
women in traditional farm-based activities like
seed preservation, food processing, and livestock

which

industrialized.

rearing, are now mechanized or

® Rise of Women'’s Cooperatives and SHGs

€ To counter male-dominated agricultural policies,
women have organized into Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) cooperatives  (e.g., SEWA,
Kudumbashree in Kerala) to gain financial and
social empowerment.

@ |Initiatives like Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran
Pariyojana (MKSP) aim to recognize
strengthen women’s role in agriculture.

and

and

Conclusion:

The commercialization of agriculture in rural India
has widened class and gender inequalities, favoring large
landowners while marginalizing small farmers and women.
Despite rising female participation, institutional barriers
persist in land rights, credit, and decision-making. Policy
measures like land reforms, gender-sensitive policies,
and inclusive credit access are crucial for equitable rural
development.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2

Polity and Governance

9. “The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution provides
autonomy to certain regions but has also posed
challenges in governance”. Discuss the relevance of the

Sixth Schedule in contemporary India. (250 words)

Approach:

® |Introduce the answer by briefing about Sixth
Schedule and delve into the Autonomy Granted by it

® Highlight the Challenges in Governance Under the
Sixth Schedule

® GiveRelevanceoftheSixthSchedulein Contemporary
India

® Suggest Measures to Align Relevance of Sixth
Schedule with Evolving Needs

® Conclude the answer with a forward looking

approach.

Introduction:

The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India is based
on the reports of the Bordoloi Committee formed by the
Constituent Assembly. Under Article 244(2), the Sixth Schedule
grants autonomy to tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Mizoram through ADCs, safeguarding tribal rights and
cultural identity.

Body:
Autonomy Granted by the Sixth Schedule:
® Self-Governance through ADCs: Autonomous District

Councils (ADCs) have legislative, executive, and

judicial powers to govern key areas such as land,

forests (excluding reserved forests), inheritance, and

administration of justice.

AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT COUNCILS

odoland

Karbi Anglong

Chachar Hills
&
Tripura
TAADC
Chakma Mara
ADC DC
Lai ROC A

® Decentralized Governance: Empowers local tribal
bodies to administer development activities, revenue
and

collection, regulation of trade within their

(e.g.,
managing local education and welfare schemes)

jurisdiction. Bodoland Territorial Council
® Special Provisions for Development — The Schedule
allows the Governor to modify or exempt laws, ensuring
laws cater to local socio-economic conditions. (e.g.,
Special exemptions for Nagaland under Article 371A in
line with Sixth Schedule principles).)
Governance Challenges Under the Sixth Schedule

® State and Central Policy Divergence: Policy directives
from the central and state governments are often not
implemented by district councils, citing a lack of
capacity or resources, thereby delaying or obstructing
intended governance reforms.

® Inter-Tribal Conflicts: A single ADC often represents
multiple tribal communities with diverse interests,
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leading to competition and friction (e.g., conflicts in
Dima Hasao, Assam).

Financial Constraints: Inadequate financial devolution
from the central and state governments limits
developmental activities.

@ The allocation of funds based on population size
rather than developmental needs creates
disparities.

Exclusion of Other Tribal Regions: Several tribal-
dominated areas, such as Ladakh and parts of Manipur,
demand inclusion under the Sixth Schedule to secure
similar protections.

Relevance of the Sixth Schedule in Contemporary India

Tribal Identity and Cultural Preservation: The
provisions help protect tribal customs, traditions, and
language, preventing cultural dilution due to external
influences. (e.g., Khasi and Garo languages in
Meghalaya recognized and promoted through ADCs)
Protection of Tribal Land and Resources: Prohibits the
transfer of tribal land to non-tribals, ensuring
economic security and preventing exploitation. (e.g,
Supreme Court’s ruling against coal mining in
Meghalaya is a historic win for indigenous people,
safeguarding their land and resources.)
Economic Development with Cultural Sensitivity: The
Sixth Schedule facilitates balanced economic growth
by allowing tribal communities to benefit from regional
development without compromising their traditional
lifestyles.

€ It helps promote sustainable development

initiatives that align with tribal values.

Measures to Align Relevance of Sixth Schedule with
Evolving Needs:

UPSC

Financial Empowerment: A need-based fund allocation
mechanism instead of a population-based approach
can ensure equitable development.

Transparent and Accountable Governance:
Establishing independent auditing mechanisms and
social audits can improve transparency and curb

corruption.
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® Conflict Resolution Mechanisms: Special commissions
can be established to address inter-tribal disputes and
ensure equitable representation.

® Collaboration with Civil Society: Encouraging
collaboration between ADCs, NGOs, and local tribal
organizations can help bridge gaps in governance and
ensure that developmental projects reflect the actual
needs of the local communities.

@ These organizations can also help raise awareness
about the rights provided under the Sixth
Schedule.

® Policy Reforms and Review: A regular review of the
Sixth Schedule provisions and their implementation is
necessary.

€ The evolving needs of the tribal population
should be considered in any policy reforms to
ensure that the protections offered remain
relevant and effective.

Conclusion:

The Sixth Schedule remains a vital instrument for
safeguarding tribal rights and fostering self-governance.
Periodic review and strategic enhancements, encompassing
financial empowerment, administrative reforms, and greater
inclusivity, are necessary to optimize its impact and ensure
its continued relevance in addressing the evolving needs of
tribal communities.

10. "Cooperative federalism is giving way to competitive
federalism, while collaborative federalism remains an
aspiration.” Analyze this evolution with special reference
to the changing nature of Centre-State relations. (250
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the shifting
nature of Federalism in India
® Give arguments supporting the Changing Nature of
Centre-State Relations
® Suggest Measures for Strengthening Collaborative
Federalism

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.
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Introduction:

The Constitution envisions a “Union of States”, blending
unitary and federal features. And, federalism in India is
a dynamic process, shaped by historical, economic, and
political factors.

Body:
Changing Nature of Centre-State Relations:
® Cooperative Federalism:
€ Concept: A structured, policy-driven approach
where the Centre and States work together
towards shared national goals through
coordinated planning and financial transfers.
€ Key Features:

O Centralized Planning through the Planning
Commission (1950-2014).

O Fixed mechanisms for policy coordination,
such as the National Development Council
(1952-2014).

¢ Examples:

O Green Revolution (1960s-70s): Centre-State
collaboration on agricultural development.

O Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (2001): A centrally
sponsored scheme for education,
implemented with State involvement.

€ Challenges:

O Over-centralization limited States’ autonomy.

O Rigid funding structures, leading to
inefficiencies.

O Politicization of financial allocations,
favoring ruling-party States.

® Competitive Federalism:
€ Concept: States actively compete for economic
resources, investments, reducing dependency on
the Centre and fostering efficiency.
@ Drivers of Change:

O Economic Liberalization (1991) led to
decentralized economic decision-making.

O Dismantling of the Planning Commission
(2014) reduced central economic planning,
emphasizing State-led growth.

O 14" Finance Commission (2015) increased
States’ share in central taxes from 32% to
42%, giving them more financial autonomy.
(though later reduced to 41% by 15th Finance
Commission )

m  Also, 15* Finance Commission of India
(FC) gave 2.5% weight to tax effort when
allocating grants to states
¢ Examples:

O Aspirational Districts Programme (2018):
Performance-based funding to improve
socio-economic indicators.

O UDAY Scheme (2015): Competitive model for
States to reform the power sector.

€ Concerns:

O Regional Disparities: Wealthier States attract
more investment, leaving poorer States
behind.

B Fiscal Stress: States with weaker revenue
bases struggle to compete.

O Over-reliance on Market Forces, leading to
potential neglect of social welfare objectives.

® Collaborative Federalism: A Vision in Progress

@ Concept: Unlike cooperative federalism (which is
structured and coordinated by the Centre),
collaborative federalism is more flexible, involving
voluntary participation, best practice sharing,
and co-development of policies among States
and between the Centre and States.

€ Attempts at Collaboration:

O GST Council (2017): A structured platform for
joint tax policy making between the Centre
and States.

O State-Led Initiatives: Indira Sagar Polavaram
Project envisages transfer of 80 TMC of
surplus water of Godavari river to Krishna
river to be shared between Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Maharashtra

€ Challenges Hindering Collaboration:

O Centralization of Decision-Making:

B NEET Examination Policy: Imposed
uniform standards despite opposition
from some States.
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O Fiscal Imbalances:
®  GST Compensation Delays (post-2020)
strained State finances..
Measures for Strengthening Collaborative Federalism:
® Institutional Strengthening:
€ Revamp Inter-State Council (Article 263) as an
active dispute resolution body.
€ Strengthen Finance Commission’s role to ensure
fair fiscal distribution.
O Empower State Finance Commissions for
better local governance.
® Balanced Fiscal Devolution:
€ Ensure timely GST compensation to States.
€ Reduce Centre’s discretionary grants and cesses,
giving States greater financial independence.
® Encouraging Voluntary Collaboration:
€ Establish  State-driven policy networks to
exchange best practices (e.g., sustainable urban
development, digital governance).
€ Promote regional economic cooperation (e.g.,
eastern and northeastern States working together
for industrial corridors).
® Consensus-Based Decision Making:
€ NITI Aayog should facilitate policy consensus,
not just rank States.
€ Encourage co-legislation models where both
Centre and States draft key national policies.
Conclusion:

Atruly balanced federal structure requires institutional
strengthening, financial autonomy for States, and
mechanisms for voluntary collaboration. By fostering a
trust-based Centre-State relationship, India can ensure
that federalism remains a force for inclusive growth, good
governance, and national development as “Strong States
make a strong nation”,

11. “Thediscretionary powers of the Governor have become
a source of constitutional friction rather than federal
harmony.” Discuss while suggesting measures for
reforming the office of governor in India. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the office of
Governor

® Highlight the Discretionary Powers of the Governor
and Constitutional Friction

® Give Reforms to Strengthen Federal Harmony

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Governor, as the constitutional head of a state,
plays a crucial role in maintaining the federal structure of
India.

® However, the increasing use of discretionary powers

(under Article 163)—especially in areas such as assent

to bills, government formation, and recommending

President’s Rule—has led to friction between the

Centre and states.

® This has raised concerns about federal harmony,
political neutrality, and constitutional propriety.
Body:
Discretionary Powers of the Governor and Constitutional
Friction:
® Legislative Discretion
€ Withholding or Delaying Assent to Bills (Article

200, 201): Governors have frequently delayed

assent or reserved bills for the President, leading

to legislative paralysis.

O Example: In Tamil Nadu (2023), the Governor
withheld multiple bills, prompting Supreme
Court intervention.

® Political Discretion
€ Government Formation in a Hung Assembly:

Lack of clear guidelines allows Governors to invite

parties of their preference.

O Example: In Karnataka (2018), the Governor
gave 15 days to a party without majority
support, later reduced by the Supreme Court.

€ Recommending President’s Rule (Article 356):

Often misused to destabilize opposition-led

governments.
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O Example: In Uttarakhand (2016), the
Governor recommends President’s Rule just
before a floor test.

® Administrative and Institutional Involvement

€ Interference in University Appointments:
Governors, as Chancellors of state universities,
have overridden elected governments.
O Example: In West Bengal (2023), unilateral
VC appointments led to a legal battle.
Reforms to Strengthen Federal Harmony:
® Defining Time Limits for Assent to Bills: The Supreme
Court ruled that Governors must act
possible.”

“as soon as

€ The Punchhi Commission (2010) suggested a six-
month limit for bill consideration.
® Clear Guidelines for Government Formation: Sarkaria
and Punchhi Commissions emphasized the need for
clarity to prevent arbitrary decisions.
€ Follow a structured order:
O Pre-poll alliances
O Single largest party
O Post-poll coalitions
® Reforming the Appointment and Removal Process:
Consultation with Chief Ministers before appointment,
as suggested by the Sarkaria Commission.

€ Punchhi Commission (2010) recommended that

Governors should be non-political personalities.
® Holding Governors Accountable: Judicial Review of
Governor’s Actions (Rameshwar Prasad Case, 2006)
to prevent unconstitutional decisions.

€ Requiring governor annual reports to the Rajya
Sabha for transparency.

® President’s Rule (Article 356) as a last resort:

4 S.R. Bommai Judgment (1994): President’s Rule
should be a last resort and subject to judicial
review.

€ Sarkaria Commission recommended targeted
interventions of dismissing
governments.

instead entire

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

® Introducing an Impeachment Process for Governors
@ The Punchhi
impeachment
President’s.
@ The Supreme Court (BP Singhal case, 2010) ruled
that Governor removals must be based on valid
reasons.

Commission suggested an

mechanism similar to the

Conclusion:

While the Governor plays a vital role in India’s
constitutional framework, frequent misuse of discretionary
powers has led to Centre-state tensions. Implementing clear
guidelines, time limits, and accountability measures will help
ensure that the Governor remains a neutral constitutional
authority rather than a tool for political maneuvering. A
reformed Governor’s office will strengthen federal harmony
and uphold democratic principles.

12. Evaluate the adequacy of constitutional and legal
provisions that ensure the independence of the Election
Commission. What reforms would strengthen its
autonomy? (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing the constitutional
position of Election Commission

® Give Key Constitutional and Legal
Ensuring ECI’s Independence

® Highlight the Challenges Undermining the
Independence of the Election Commission and
suggest Reforms to Strengthen the Election
Commission’s Autonomy

Safeguards

® Conclude by addressing the demand of the question
in brief.

Introduction:

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is a constitutional
body responsible for conducting free and fair elections under
Article 324 of the Indian Constitution. While constitutional
and legal provisions provide safeguards, concerns remain
regarding executive influence, financial dependence, and
weak enforcement powers.
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Body:
Adequacy of Existing Provisions Ensuring the Independence
of the Election Commission

Constitutional Authority under Article 324: Article 324
grants the Election Commission (ECI) autonomy over
the superintendence, direction, and control of elections
to Parliament, state legislatures, and the offices of the
President and Vice President.
€ However, it lacks institutional safeguards against
executive influence. (E.g., executive’s greater role
in appointments of Election Commissioners.)
Security of Tenure for the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC): The CEC cannot be removed except through
impeachment, similar to a Supreme Court judge,
ensuring stability.
€@ However, Election Commissioners (ECs) do not
enjoy the same protection, as they can be
removed by the President on the recommendation
of the CEC, making them more vulnerable to
government pressure.
Financial Autonomy Provisions: ECI’s expenditures are
charged to the Consolidated Fund of India, preventing
abrupt financial cuts.
€@ However, it still depends on the executive for

budget approvals, limiting its operational
independence. (E.g., Unlike CAG, ECI lacks direct
financial control.)

Judicial Safeguards and Precedents: Supreme Court
rulings, such as T.N. Seshan v. Union of India (1995),
upheld ECI's independent authority in conducting
elections.

@ The Anoop Baranwal case (2023) led to a directive
for a collegium-based appointment process,
though later overridden by the 2023 Act, restoring
executive control.

Powers to Conduct Free and Fair Elections: The ECl can
enforce the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) and regulate
political parties.

€ However, MCC lacks statutory backing, making
enforcement weak. (E.g., In 2019, hate speech
violations by political leaders led only to warnings.)

Reforms

Legal Protection Against Judicial Interference (Article
329): Article 329 bars direct judicial intervention in
electoral matters except through election petitions,
preventing undue delays in the electoral process.

@ However, ambiguities remain, leading to
conflicting interpretations by courts, sometimes
delaying election-related decisions. (E.g., Delays
in disqualification cases of legislators.)

Institutional Structure and Bureaucratic Support: The
ECI has a permanent bureaucratic setup at the central
and state levels to conduct elections.

€ However, it relies on government personnel (IAS,
IPS officers) during elections, raising concerns of
administrative influence. (E.g., Allegations of
partisan behavior by state election officials.)

the

to Strengthen Election Commission’s

Autonomy:

Institutional Reforms for Appointment and Removal:
Revise the 2023 Act to introduce a collegium system
comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice of
India, and the Leader of the Opposition for the
appointment of Election Commissioners.

@ There is a need to ensure that Election
Commissioners (ECs) receive the same removal
protections as the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) to uphold institutional independence and
safeguard against arbitrary dismissals.

Ensuring Financial Autonomy: Amend the financial
provisions to charge the Election Commission of
India’s (ECI) budget directly to the Consolidated Fund
of India, similar to the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) and the Supreme Court, thereby
guaranteeing financial independence and insulating
the ECI from executive influence.

Strengthening Legal Backing for the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC): Model Code of Conduct (MCC) can be
granted a statutory status, making its provisions legally
enforceable and allowing for stricter penalties on
violations.

@ Establish a dedicated Election Tribunal to
facilitate swift adjudication of electoral disputes,
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ensuring timely and effective resolution of

violations.

® Empowered Penal Authority: Amend the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 to introduce
specific provisions to penalize the deliberate spread of
misinformation and deep fake content during elections.
€ Impose strict liability on political parties and

candidates for disseminating fake news.
Conclusion:

While the safeguards for ECI are significant but not
fully adequate, further strengthening is needed to enhance
its autonomy. Reforms like a collegium-based appointment
process, financial independence, and legal backing for MCC
can ensure greater transparency and fairness in elections and
enhance institutional autonomy.

International Relations

13. The concept of ‘Extended Neighborhood’ has become
central to India’s foreign policy. How does this concept
shape India’s strategic and economic engagements
beyond its immediate neighbors? (250 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s
Extended Neighbourhood Policy.
® Give Key Initiatives Shaping India’s India’s Extended
Neighborhood Engagement
® Delve into the Strategic Implications of the Extended
Neighborhood Policy

® Highlights its challenges and suggest measures

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction

India’s “Extended Neighborhood” policy expands
its strategic focus beyond immediate neighbors to include
regions such as West Asia, Central Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Indo-Pacific.

® |t is evident in initiatives like Act East Policy, Connect
Central Asia, Indo-Pacific Vision and India—Africa
Forum Summit.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

Body:

Key Initiatives Shaping India’s India’s Extended

Neighborhood Engagement
® Southeast Asia:
@ Act East Policy (2014): Deepening economic,
maritime, and security ties with ASEAN.
€ India-ASEAN Maritime Exercise (2023): Enhancing
maritime security and countering Chinese
influence.
€ QUAD (India, US, Japan, Australia): Strengthening
Indo-Pacific security.
O India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway
and Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Project
® West Asia:
€ India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership:
UAE eliminated duties on 97.4% of its tariff lines
corresponding to 99% of imports from India.
O RuPay card and UPI integration with UAE
(2024) for financial transactions, reducing
dependence on the dollar.
€ 12U2 Initiative (India, Israel, UAE, US) (2022):
Focus on food security, clean energy, and trade.
€ Chabahar Port Development (Iran): Facilitating
trade access to Central Asia and Afghanistan.
€ India-Saudi Strategic Partnership Council (2019)
to deepen energy collaboration.
® Central Asia:

¢ “Connect Central Asia” Policy (2012):
Strengthening political and security ties.
€ India-Central Asia Summit (2022): High-level

engagement on trade, security, and connectivity.
€ Military Cooperation with Tajikistan: India
operates the Farkhor Airbase, enhancing its
strategic reach.
@ Energy Security: India aims to access
Turkmenistan’s gas fields via the TAPI pipeline.
€ Connectivity Projects: Chabahar Port — INSTC:
Links India, Iran, Central Asia, and Russia, reducing

trade costs and bypassing Pakistan.
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® Africa:
€ India-Africa Forum Summits
Strengthening diplomatic
cooperation.
O The African Union (AU) has been made a
permanent member of the G20 during India’s
2023 G20 Presidency.
@ Defence: India has established
agreements with multiple African
including Mozambique and Madagascar.

(Since 2008):
and development

defense
nations,

O Since 2008, the Indian Navy’s anti-piracy
operations off Somalia’s coast have
safeguarded both Indian and global maritime
trade.

€ Renewable Energy: The International Solar
Alliance, spearheaded by India, has earmarked
USD 2 billion for solar projects in Africa.

Strategic Implications of the Extended Neighborhood Policy

Dimension Implication

Economic Growth | Expanding markets for trade and
investment (ASEAN, Africa, Gulf).
Diversifying oil and gas imports (West
Asia, Central Asia, Africa).

Energy Security
Maritime Security | Strengthening naval presence in the
Indo-Pacific and Counter China’s rise in
Indian Ocean (e.g, Hambantota Port)
Geopolitical
Leverage

Countering China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) with infrastructure
projects.

INSTC, India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor, India-Myanmar-
Thailand Highway for better regional
integration.

Connectivity
Enhancement

Challenges in Implementing the Extended Neighborhood
Policy
® China’s Growing Influence: String of Pearls ports and
BRI projects limit India’s strategic reach.
® Slow Infrastructure Execution: Delays in key projects
like the Chabahar Port and India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway weaken regional connectivity.
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® Geopolitical Uncertainties: US-Iran tensions impact

Chabahar; raised tensions in West Asia (Israel Hamas
War) impacting collaboration.

® Trade Barriers: India’s Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership exit safeguards industries but
reduces ASEAN market access.

Measures for Enhanced Implementation of Extended

Neighborhood Policy:

® Strengthening Regional Connectivity: Fast-track
Chabahar Port and INSTC projects.
® Countering China’s Influence: Enhance India’s

infrastructure investments in ASEAN, Central Asia, and
Africa through Diamond of Necklace initiative.

® Boosting Defense Diplomacy: Expand military
partnerships with Gulf nations, Africa, and Southeast
Asia.

® Economic Integration: Negotiate bilateral FTAs with
ASEAN and Africa to enhance trade.

® Leveraging Technology Diplomacy: Promote Al,
fintech, and space cooperation in emerging markets.

Conclusion:

India’s Extended Neighborhood Policy has positioned
it as a regional and global power, ensuring economic
growth, strategic security, and geopolitical influence.
However, to sustain its leadership, India must enhance
connectivity, counter China’s influence, and deepen
economic partnerships. The success of this approach will
define India’s role in shaping the 21st-century global order.

14. “The evolution of India-US relations from ‘estranged
democracies’ to ‘strategic partners’ reflects changing
global dynamics.” Examine this transformation with
specific milestones. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the
transformation of India-US Relations
® Highlight the Evolution of in India-US Relations with
key milestones
® Delve into the challenges and suggest way forward
® Conclude with a forward looking approach.
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Introduction:

India and the United States, the world’s two largest
democracies, have undergone a remarkable transformation in
their bilateral relations. From being “estranged democracies”
during the Cold War to becoming “strategic partners”, this
evolution reflects shifting geopolitical dynamics, economic
convergence, and defense cooperation.

Body:
Evolution of in India-US Relations:
® Cold War Era: The Period of Estrangement

€ Non-Alighment Policy (1950s-1980s): India’s
non-aligned stance and close ties with the Soviet
Union strained relations with the US, which had a
strong alliance with Pakistan.

O US Military Aid to Pakistan: The 1954 US-
Pakistan military pact and arms supplies
widened the gap.

@ Nuclear Tests and Sanctions: India’s 1974 nuclear
test (Smiling Buddha) led to US-imposed
sanctions, further distancing relations.

® Post-Cold War: Economic

Rapprochement (1990s—-2004)

€ Economic Liberalization (1991): India’s economic
reforms attracted US investment, leading to
greater economic interdependence.

O With the Soviet Union’s collapse, India
reoriented its foreign policy towards the US.

€ Next Steps in Strategic Partnership (NSSP, 2004):
Marked a shift towards defense, high-tech trade,
and space collaboration.

and Diplomatic

® Civil Nuclear Agreement: The Turning Point (2005-
2008)
€ The 2008 Civil Nuclear Deal ended India’s nuclear
isolation, recognizing it as a responsible nuclear
power.
O Enabled civil nuclear cooperation despite
India being a non-signatory to the NPT.
® Strengthening Defense and Strategic Cooperation
(2010-2020)
€ Designation as Major Defense Partner (2016):
Allowed India access to high-end military
technology.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

€ Foundational Defense Agreements: LEMOA
(2016), COMCASA (2018), BECA (2020)
€ Joint Military Exercises: Expansion of Malabar
(US-India-Japan-Australia), Yudh Abhyas, and
Vajra Prahar.
® Transformed Economic and Trade Partnership (2020-
Present)
@ Increased US FDI in India, particularly in
technology, energy, and healthcare.
€ US-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership
(SCEP, 2021) aimed at renewable energy and
green technology
€ Emerging Sectors of Collaboration
O Al, Quantum Computing, and 5G:
® US-India Artificial Intelligence Initiative (2022) focuses
on Al and cybersecurity.
® (Critical and Emerging Technology Initiative (iCET,
2022) promotes joint innovation.
While India-US ties have undergone
transformation, key challenges persist:

significant

® Trade Barriers: US concerns over India’s trade surplus,
tariffs, and data localization; India’s issues with US steel
tariffs, GSP removal, and WTO disputes.

® Strategic Autonomy: India’s Russia ties (S-400 deal)
and neutral Ukraine stance strain US ties; BRICS & SCO
seen as balancing acts.

® Defense & Tech: Delays in COMCASA/BECA due to
security concerns; US export controls limit tech access.

® Visa Issues: H-1B restrictions and green card backlog
impact Indian professionals.

Measures to Strengthen the Strategic Partnership:

® Economic and Trade Relations: Fast-track bilateral
trade agreement, resolve tariff disputes, and boost
investment in manufacturing.

® Defense and Security: Enhance joint defense
production under Defence Technology and Trade
Initiative and improve cybersecurity collaboration.

® Technology & Digital Cooperation: Expand partnerships
in Al, quantum computing, and semiconductors;
increase US investmentin India’s digital infrastructure.
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® Indo-Pacific Strategy: Strengthen QUAD cooperation
and maritime security in the Indian Ocean.
® Immigration & Workforce: Streamline H-1B visa
processes and expedite green card approvals for
skilled workers.
Conclusion:

India-US relations have transformed from distant
democracies to indispensable strategic partners. From Cold
War tensions to present-day cooperation in defense, trade,
technology, and Indo-Pacific security, the trajectory highlights
shared democratic values, economic interdependence, and
geopolitical alignment.

15. “France’s position as both a European power and an
Indo-Pacific resident power offers India unique strategic
advantages.” Discuss this statement and its implications
for India’s multilateral engagements. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer briefing about significance of
France for India
® Give arguments to Strategic Advantages of France’s
Position for India
@ Suggest its Implications for India’s Multilateral
Engagements

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

France’s dual identity as a European power and an
Indo-Pacific resident power provides India with unique
strategic advantages. Both nations share a vision for strategic
autonomy and multipolarity in global affairs, deepening
their cooperation in defense, nuclear energy, space, and
technology.

Body:
Strategic Advantages of France’s Position for India:

® Defense and Strategic Partnership: France is a key
arms supplier to India, with deals including Rafale jets
and Scorpene submarines.
€ Joint military exercises (e.g., Varuna) enhance
maritime security in the Indo-Pacific.
€ The FRIND-X initiative fosters collaboration
between Indian and French defense startups.

® Indo-Pacific Security and Maritime Cooperation:
France aligns with India’s vision for a free, open, and
rules-based maritime order.

€ Military bases in Réunion Island and New
Caledonia enable strategic access to the Indian
Ocean.

@ The Indo-Pacific Triangular Cooperation between
India, France, and third countries aids climate
resilience.

® Economic and Trade Relations: France is among India’s
largest European investors, with $13.38 billion bilateral
trade (2023-24).

€ The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC), with Marseille as a hub, strengthens
trade.

® Space and Aerospace Cooperation: France has been a
long-standing partner in India’s space program
(TRISHNA satellite project).
@ Collaboration in human spaceflight and planetary
exploration boosts India’s strategic autonomy.
® Civil Nuclear Collaboration: France is assisting India in
developing Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) for energy
security.

€ The X20,000 crore Nuclear Energy Mission (2024-
25 Budget) enhances joint research in SMRs.

€ The Jaitapur nuclear plant (9,900 MW) is set to
be the world’s largest nuclear power plant.

® Artificial Intelligence and Technological Innovation:
India-France Roadmap on Al fosters ethical Al
development.

@ |Indian startups gain access to Station F, the
world’s largest startup incubator in France.

@ Expansion of India’s UPI in France strengthens
financial technology cooperation.

Implications for India’s Multilateral Engagements:
® Strengthening India-EU Ties

€ France can play a key role in finalizing the India-
EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

@ India’s participation in EU’s Green Deal and Digital
Markets Act can be facilitated by France.
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® Enhancing India’s Indo-Pacific Strategy
€ Joint naval deployments in the Indian Ocean and
South Pacific strengthen India’s regional
leadership.
€ France’s Quad Plus engagement complements
India’s Indo-Pacific outreach.
® Boosting Climate Diplomacy and Renewable Energy
€ France’s role in the International Solar Alliance
(1ISA) aids
Cooperation in hydrogen technology and energy
storage can further
decarbonization goals.

India’s green energy transition.

accelerate India’s

® Expanding Defense and Space Diplomacy: India can
leverage France’s defense influence in NATO for
technology transfers.

@ Collaboration in hypersonic and quantum
technologies bolsters India’s space and defense
innovation.

Conclusion:

India-France ties are built on shared principles of
strategic autonomy, multipolarity, and technological
collaboration. Strengthening this partnership will enhance
India’s global influence, aligning with its vision of a Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

Social Justice

16. Gender budgeting is an important tool for women’s
empowerment. Analyze its effectiveness in addressing
gender disparities in India’s development policies. (250
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining Gender Budgeting

® Give Effectiveness of Gender Budgeting in Addressing
Gender Disparities
@ Positive Impacts
€ Challenges

® Suggest Measures to Enhance Effectiveness of
Gender Budgeting

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

Introduction:

Gender budgeting is a fiscal innovation aimed at
integrating gender perspectives into budgetary allocations
to promote women’s empowerment and address gender
disparities. Introduced in India in 2005-06, it ensures targeted
spending on schemes benefiting women and girls.

Body:
Effectiveness of Gender Budgeting in Addressing Gender
Disparities:
® Advantages of Gender Budgeting:
€ Enhanced Educational Access: Schemes like Beti

Bachao Beti Padhao and Kasturba Gandhi Balika

Vidyalaya have increased girls’ enrollment,

reducing the gender gap in literacy.

O Female literacy rate improved from 65.5%
(2011 Census) to 72% (NFHS-5, 2019-21).

€ Improvement in Health Outcomes: Gender-
focused programs like Janani Suraksha Yojana
and Poshan Abhiyan have reduced maternal and
infant mortality.

O Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) declined
from 130 (2014-16) to 97 (2018-20) per
100,000 live births.

€ Women’s Economic Empowerment: As on June,

2022, about 8.39 crore rural poor women have

been mobilized into more than 76.94 lakh SHGs.

O MGNREGA mandates at least one-third of its
workforce to be women, increasing their
financial independence.

€ Improved Safety and Legal Support: Initiatives
like One Stop Centers, SEWA, and Nirbhaya Fund
address violence against women and provide
institutional support.

O Strengthening laws like the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
and Vishakha Guidelines has enhanced legal
protections.

€ Gender-Responsive Infrastructure Development:

Swachh Bharat Mission promoted sanitation

facilities for women, improving hygiene and
school retention rates for girls.
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O PM Awas Yojana prioritizes house ownership
for women, ensuring financial security.

Challenges in Implementation:

€ Gaps in Fund Utilization: CAG report highlights
underutilization of women’s budget allocation
due to lack of Gender Budget Cells in key
departments.

€ State-Level Variations: Only a few states like
Karnataka, Kerala, and Maharashtra have robust
gender budgeting frameworks, while others lag in
implementation.

€ Weak Monitoring and Accountability
Mechanisms: Absence of impact assessment
mechanisms leads to inefficiencies in fund
allocation and policy execution.

@ Lack of Gender-Disaggregated Data: Insufficient
data on women’s economic participation and
access to public resources hinders evidence-
based policymaking.

Measures to Enhance Effectiveness of Gender Budgeting:

UPSC

Strengthening Institutional Mechanisms: Empowering
the Ministry of Women and Child Development to

coordinate and monitor gender-responsive budgeting
at all levels.

® Improved Fund Allocation and Utilization: Ensure
need-based rather than population-based allocation,
particularly in rural and marginalized areas.

® Expanding Gender Budgeting Beyond Social Sectors:
Integrate gender perspectives into infrastructure,
energy, digital economy, and skill development
policies.

® Capacity Building for Government Officials: Training
policymakers and bureaucrats on gender-sensitive
budgeting for effective implementation.

® Enhancing Public Accountability and Transparency:
Establish independent monitoring bodies and conduct
gender audits to assess the impact of policies.

Conclusion:

Gender budgeting has played a crucial role in advancing
women’s empowerment. By aligning these initiatives with SDG
5, India can further promote gender equality and inclusive
development, in accordance with the principles outlined in
the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

Prepare with DrishtilAS

Mains >
Test Series

2025

Courses

SCAN ME

IAS Current . :  Drishti

Affairs Module v - Learning >
l]-

Course l"[ sl App i

Y s L
SCAN ME SCAN ME

www.drishtiias.com



www.drishtiias.com

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy

17. “India’s rapid economic growth has not translated into
equitable development”. Analyze the key structural
challenges hindering inclusive growth and suggest policy
measures to bridge the gap. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing how India’s rapid
economic growth has not translated into equitable
development
® Highlight Key Structural
Inclusive Growth

Challenges Hindering

® Suggest Policy Measures to Bridge the Gap

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India’s economy grew by 7.2% in FY23, yet income and
wealth inequality persist. According to Credit Suisse, the top
1% owns 53% of the national wealth. While economic growth
has been impressive, inclusive development—ensuring equal
opportunities and access to resources for all sections of
society—remains a challenge.

Body:
Key Structural Challenges Hindering Inclusive Growth:
® Persistent Poverty and Inequality:
@ The richest 1% control 53% of India’s wealth,
while the bottom 50% hold just 4.1% (Credit
Suisse Report).
€ High income disparity limits social mobility and
economic inclusivity.
® Large Informal Workforce and Unemployment:
€@ 90% of India’s workforce is informal, lacking job
security, social protection, and fair wages (ILO).
€ Unemployment rate remains high, especially
amongyouthand women, with underemployment
being a major issue.
® Regional Disparities:
€ Significant economic gaps between states (e.g.,
Bihar’s per capita GSDP is 1/5% of Maharashtra’s).

€ Unequal infrastructure development leads to

uneven access to opportunities.
® Gender Inequality in Workforce Participation:

¢ 81.8% of women work in the informal economy
(ILO).

@ Labour income disparity — men earn 82%, while
women earn only 18% (World Inequality Report,
2022).

€ India ranked 135" out of 146 countries in the
Global Gender Gap Index (2022).

® Low Financial Literacy and Digital Divide:

@ Only 27% of India’s population is financially
literate, affecting their ability to access credit and
savings.

€ Limited digital infrastructure in rural areas
restricts access to banking and welfare schemes.

® Gaps in Social Infrastructure (Health & Education):

4 Human Development Index (2023) — India ranked
134 out of 193 countries.

€ Insufficient healthcare facilities, especially in
rural areas.

@ Learning outcomes in schools remain poor,
affecting long-term economic mobility.

® Inadequate Infrastructure and Basic Services:

€@ A quarter of India’s population lacks access to
electricity.

@ Poor rural connectivity, housing, and sanitation
widen the urban-rural divide.

Policy Measures to Bridge the Gap:
® Employment Creation and Workforce Formalization:
€ Boost MSMEs (e.g., PMEGP) and expand skilling
programs (e.g., PMKVY) to improve job
opportunities.

€ Implement Labour Codes effectively to bring

informal workers into the formal sector.
® Strengthening Social Security and Welfare Schemes:
€ Universalize social security through schemes like
PMSYM (Pension) and Ayushman Bharat
(Healthcare).
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€ Strengthen MGNREGA by increasing wage rates
and workdays to support rural employment.

® Financial and Digital Inclusion:

€ Expand digital banking and credit access through
JAM Trinity, RuPay, and UPI.

€ Enhance financial literacy programs to empower
marginalized communities.

® Reducing Regional Disparities:

€ Invest in infrastructure in backward states to
improve connectivity and economic activity.

@ Targeted development programs for lagging
regions, focusing on industries and services.

€ The World Bank estimates a 10% increase in
broadband penetration can boost GDP growth
by 1.38%.

® Improving Education and Healthcare:

€ Strengthen school education initiatives like
Samagra Shiksha to improve learning outcomes.

€ Expand healthcare access through Ayushman
Bharat, with a focus on rural areas.

® Promoting Gender Equity in Employment:

@ Ensure equal access to credit and
entrepreneurship support for women (e.g,
Mudra Yojana).

@ Increase female workforce participation by
ensuring workplace safety, maternity benefits,
and flexible working conditions.

Conclusion:

Achieving inclusive growth is essential for sustainable
development, aligning with SDGs 1 (No Poverty), 5 (Gender
Equality), 8 (Decent Work & Economic Growth), and 10
(Reduced Inequalities). Targeted policy interventions
in employment, social security, financial inclusion, and
infrastructure can bridge the existing development gaps.

Science and Technology

18. “India’s space sector privatization marks a paradigm shift
from being capability-driven to market-driven.” Evaluate
the opportunities and challenges in this transition, with
special reference to IN-SPACe. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about the transition
of India’s space sector towards market driven
approach

® Give Opportunities in the Transition to a Market-
Driven Space Sector

® Delves into the Challenges Involved and what role
IN-SPACe can play to solve it

® Suggest Strategies for Strengthening India’s Market-
Driven Space Sector

® Conclude with a forward looking approach.

Introduction:

Traditionally, the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) has been at the forefront, driving innovation and
national capability in India’s space sector.

® However, with the emergence of private players and
institutional reforms like the establishment of IN-

SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and

Authorization Center), the sector is transitioning

towards a market-driven approach.

Body:
Opportunities in the Transition to a Market-Driven Space
Sector:

® Boost to Private Sector Participation

€ Facilitating Startups & Enterprises: The
involvement of private companies like Skyroot

Aerospace, Agnikul Cosmos, and Bellatrix
Aerospace enables greater innovation and
competition.

O IN-SPACe as a Catalyst: Acts as a regulatory
and facilitative body, ensuring private sector
access to ISRO’s infrastructure and expertise.

@ Increased Foreign Investments: Privatization
encourages foreign direct investment (FDI),
bringing in advanced technology and capital.

® Economic and Commercial Growth

€ Expansion of India’s Space Economy: The Indian
space economy is projected to grow from $8
billion (current) to $40 billion by 2040.
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€ Satellite-Based Services: Growth in applications
like satellite internet, remote sensing, and
geospatial analytics will open new markets.

O Private participation will enhance launch
frequencies, reducing reliance on
international launch providers.

® Strengthening Global Competitiveness
@ Lower Launch Costs: With PSLV and SSLV, India
has already established cost-effective space
solutions; private players can further reduce
costs.

O Indian startups, with government support,
can challenge SpaceX, Blue Origin, and
Rocket Lab in the commercial launch market.

€ Expanding International Collaborations:

Agreements like ISRO-NASA’s NISAR Mission and

NSIL's contract with SpaceX for satellite launches

demonstrate India’s increasing global presence.

® Technological Advancements & Innovation
€ Reusable Launch Vehicles (RLV): Private players
can expedite the development of Pushpak RLV,
reducing launch costs.

O Theyalsocanplayamajorroleindevelopment
of Next-Generation Launch Vehicles (NGLV)
to support deep space missions and
commercial launches.

® Employment Generation & Talent Retention
€ High-Skilled Jobs: Expansion of private firms in
space tech will create thousands of high-value
jobs in engineering, data analytics, and aerospace
research.
€ Preventing Brain Drain: Competitive salaries and
better R&D facilities can retain top talent that
otherwise migrates to NASA, ESA, or private firms
abroad.
Challenges in the Privatization of India’s Space Sector:
® Policy and Regulatory Uncertainty
€ Absence of a Comprehensive Space Law: India
lacks a Space Activities Act, leading to ambiguity
in private sector roles and liability in case of
failures.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

O IN-SPACe’s Evolving Role: While it facilitates
private entry, its regulatory framework is still
developing, creating delays in approvals and
operational hurdles.

® Funding and Investment Bottlenecks
¢ Limited Government Budget Allocation: ISRO’s
annual budget ($1.7 billion) is significantly lower

than NASA ($25.3 billion), affecting R&D

investment.

O Private investors are hesitant due to high
capital requirements and long gestation
periods for returns.

€ The government has launched SpIN, a public-
private initiative to boost startups and SMEs in
the space industry. It serves as a platform to drive
space reforms, foster innovation, and support
new ventures.

O However, challenges include regulatory
hurdles, funding constraints for high-risk
projects, a limited talent pool, restricted
market access, and security concerns in
private space activities.

® Technological Gaps and Dependence on Imports
€ Llimited Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV)
Development: Unlike SpaceX’s Falcon 9, India is

still in early R&D stages for reusable rockets.
€ Heavy Dependence on Foreign Components:

Nearly 2,114 crore worth of space components

are imported annually, affecting self-reliance and

hampering domestic procurement.
® Infrastructure and Launch Capacity Constraints
€ Single Launch Site: India operates mainly from
Sriharikota, restricting launch frequency and
flexibility. More spaceports are needed for
commercial launches.
® Market and Competition Challenges
€ India’s Small Share in the Global Space Market:
Despite cost advantages, India contributes less
than 2% to the $500 billion global space economy.
Role of IN-SPACe in Addressing Challenges:
® Funding & Investment Support

@ Facilitating FDI & PPP models to attract private
capital and global collaborations.
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€ Encouraging venture capital and government
incentives to reduce financial risks.
® Technology & Infrastructure Development
€ Enabling private access to ISRO’s facilities for
R&D, testing, and manufacturing.
€ Supporting the development of Reusable Launch
Vehicles (RLVs) and NGLVs for cost efficiency.
® Enhancing Global Competitiveness
€ Promoting international partnerships and
increasing India’s market share in the $500 billion
space economy.
€ Supporting commercial satellite launches to
position India as a global hub for affordable space
solutions.
Strategies for Strengthening India’s Market-Driven Space
Sector
® Enact a Comprehensive Space Law
€ Draft and implement an Indian Space Activities
Act to provide legal clarity for private players.
@ Establishaclear framework for liability, insurance,
and dispute resolution.
® Enhance Domestic Space Manufacturing
€ Llaunch a ‘Space Component Indigenization
Mission’ to achieve targeted localization.
@ Establish Space Technology Parks for a robust
supplier ecosystem.
® Expand International Collaborations
€ Strengthen partnerships with NASA, ESA, JAXA,
and Roscosmos for technology exchange.
€ Form a ‘South Asian Space Alliance’ to enhance
regional space cooperation.
® Provide Financial Support to Private Players
€ Introduce Viability Gap Funding (VGF) for high-
risk private sector space ventures.
€ Expand the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme for space manufacturing to boost
indigenous capabilities.
Conclusion:
The privatization of India’s space sector marks a
transformative shift from a capability-driven to a market-

driven model. While IN-SPACe, NSIL, and SpIN are driving
commercial expansion, regulatory clarity, infrastructure
development, and technological advancements remain
crucial.

19. “Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) are emerging as a
potential solution for clean energy transition.”Examine
the prospects and challenges of SMRs in India’s nuclear
energy strategy. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) and their
role in clean energy transition.
® Discuss prospects, challenges and solutions of SMRs
in India, including energy security, decarbonization,
and grid flexibility.
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) are advanced nuclear
reactors with capacities ranging from less than 30 MWe
to over 300 MWe. Their modular design, enhanced safety
features, and adaptability make them a viable solution for
India’s clean energy transition. India’s focus on SMRs aligns
with its net-zero targets and energy security goals.

Body:
Prospects of SMRs in India’s Nuclear Energy Strategy:
® Energy Security & Reliability: SMRs provide a stable,
low-carbon alternative to fossil fuels, reducing India’s
dependence on coal and oil imports.
® Scalability & Grid Flexibility: Due to their smaller size
and modular nature, SMRs can be deployed quickly
and integrated into existing grids or used in off-grid
locations.
® Decarbonization & Climate Commitments: SMRs align
with India’s COP26 commitment to achieving 50% non-
fossil fuel-based power by 2030 and its net-zero target

by 2070.

® Repurposing Coal Power Plants: BARC is developing

indigenous SMRs to repurpose retiring coal-based

reducing carbon emissions while
utilizing existing infrastructure.

power plants,
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® Private Sector Participation & Investment: The
Nuclear Energy Mission for Viksit Bharat encourages
private investment in SMRs, fostering technological
innovation and commercial viability.

® Efficient Land & Water Use: SMRs require less land

and cooling water than large reactors, making them
suitable for industrial clusters like steel and aluminum
plants.

Challenges for SMRs in India

® Regulatory & Policy Hurdles: The Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 imposes liability on
suppliers, discouraging private investment in nuclear

energy.

® High Initial Costs & Funding Issues: Developing
indigenous SMRs requires significant capital
investment.

€@ Estimates suggest that CAPEX costs for these
reactors can be up to $5,000/kW
® Technological Challenges: SMRs
designs and novel fuel cycles,
research and expertise.

involve complex
requiring advanced

® Radioactive Waste: SMRs generate spent fuel waste,
needing storage, while some SMR designs increase
waste due to neutron reflectors and specialized fuels.

® Public Perception and Engagement: Nuclear power
faces opposition because of potential consequences of
nuclear disasters. The scars iof Bhopal gas tragedy are
green even today.

Solutions & Steps Taken by the Government:

® Regulatory Reforms: The government plans to amend
the Atomic Energy Act to allow private sector
participation.

® Financial Support: 20,000 crore allocated in Budget
2025-26 for SMR R&D and deployment.

® Technological Development: BARC is developing
indigenous SMRs to support coal power plant
repurposing.

® Public Awareness Initiatives: NPCIL and DAE are
conducting awareness campaigns to build public trust
in nuclear energy.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

® Global Collaborations: India is exploring partnerships
with Russia, France, and the USA for SMR technology
transfer and fuel supply.
Conclusion:

SMRs offer a transformative opportunity for India’s
nuclear energy sector with scalable and clean power.
Overcoming regulatory, financial, and technological
challenges through policy support, private investment, and
global collaboration is crucial for success.

Biodiversity and Environment

20. India’s coastal ecosystems face multiple threats from
climate change and development pressures. Examine the
effectiveness of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms in
protecting these vulnerable ecosystems. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about India’s
coastal ecosystems as a background of Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms

® Give Effectiveness of CRZ Norms in Protecting Coastal
Ecosystems

® Suggest Measures to Strengthen Coastal Protection
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India’s coastal ecosystems—mangroves, coral reefs,
estuaries, wetlands, and sand dunes—are crucial for
biodiversity, climate resilience, and livelihoods.

® However, they are increasingly threatened by sea-level
rise, erosion, saline intrusion, and unregulated
development.

® To mitigate these challenges, the Coastal Regulation

Zone (CRZ) norms were introduced in 1991 under the

Environment Protection Act, 1986, with amendments

to balance conservation and economic growth.

Body:
Effectiveness
Ecosystems:

of CRZ Norms in Protecting Coastal
® Successes of CRZ Norms

@ Protection of Ecologically Sensitive Areas: CRZ-I

classification restricts activities in mangroves,
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coral reefs, and sand dunes, preventing large-

scale destruction.

O Example: Mangrove protection in
Sundarbans and Maharashtra’s Konkan
region has improved coastal resilience.

€ Regulation of Industrial and Infrastructure

Development: Stringent environmental clearance

norms prevent unchecked coastal urbanization

and industrial encroachments.

O Example: In Kerala, restrictions under CRZ
helped control unregulated tourism-driven
construction in Varkala.

€ Community-Centric  Approach: CRZ 2019
recognized the livelihood needs of coastal
communities, allowing sustainable fishing,
aquaculture, and eco-tourism.

O Example: Fishing communities in Tamil Nadu
benefited from relaxed norms for traditional
activities.

€ Legal and Institutional Mechanism: CRZ violations
can be challenged in the National Green Tribunal

(NGT), ensuring accountability.

Challenges and Limitations:

€ Weak Enforcement and Violations: Large-scale
violations, particularly in Mumbai, Goa, and

Chennai, due to poor monitoring and political

interference.

O Example: lllegal coastal constructions in Goa
despite CRZ restrictions.

€ Dilution of Protection Mechanisms: CRZ 2019
reduced the No-Development Zone (NDZ) from
200m to 50m in rural areas, increasing coastal
vulnerability.

€ Conflict Between Development and

Conservation: Expanding port infrastructure,

tourism, and industrial corridors leads to

ecosystem degradation.

O Example: Vizhinjam Port (Kerala) has faced
criticism for environmental damage.

€ Climate Change Threats Not Fully Addressed:
CRZ norms focus more on spatial zoning rather
than long-term climate resilience strategies.
O Lack of integrated coastal zone management
(ICZM) leads to ineffective adaptation
against rising sea levels and storm surges.
Measures to Strengthen Coastal Protection:

® Strict Monitoring and Enforcement: Strengthen
Coastal Zone Management Authorities (CZMAs) for
better enforcement of CRZ norms.
@ Use GIS mapping and satellite surveillance to
track violations.
® Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM):
Promote sustainable tourism, climate-resilient
infrastructure, and eco-sensitive development.
® Stronger Community Participation: Involve fishing
communities, local stakeholders, and panchayats in
decision-making.
€ Promote sustainable aquaculture and mangrove
restoration programs.
® Climate-Resilient Coastal Planning: Implement natural
barriers like mangrove afforestation and dune
stabilization.
@ Strengthen disaster preparedness measures
against cyclones and rising sea levels.
® Balancing Development with Conservation: Ensure
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) before
approving ports, industries, and tourism projects.
€ Promote eco-friendly alternatives in construction
and infrastructure projects.
Conclusion:

The MISHTI Scheme (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline
Habitats & Tangible Incomes) launched in Union Budget
2023-24 is a step in the right direction, focusing on mangrove
afforestation and conservation. By integrating CRZ norms
with climate-resilient initiatives like MISHTI, India can
enhance coastal protection while ensuring sustainable
development.
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21. As Al holds immense potential for transformation but
comes with a substantial environmental cost. Discuss its
environmental challenges and suggest measures to
reduce its impact. (150 words)

Approach:
® Briefly introduce Al’s transformative role and its
environmental costs.
® Discuss Al’s environmental impact across different
stages, including energy consumption, carbon
emissions, and e-waste.
® Suggest sustainable solutions for reducing Al's
environmental footprint.
® Conclude by balancing Al-driven innovation with
ecological responsibility.

Introduction:

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is revolutionizing industries
and economies, but its growing environmental footprint
is a critical concern. From high energy consumption in
data centers to e-waste from Al hardware, unchecked Al
expansion can contribute to ecological degradation. Balancing
technological progress with sustainability is essential for Al’s
long-term viability.

Body:
Environmental Challenges of Al:

® High Energy Consumption: Al data centers require
enormous electricity, increasing pressure on power
grids and raising greenhouse gas emissions.
€ According to the International Energy Agency
(IEA), energy demand from data centers is
expected to double by 2026.
® Carbon Emissions from Model Training: Training
advanced Al models requires intensive computational
power, leading to high CO, emissions.
€ For instance, training GPT-3 emits 552 tonnes of
CO,, equivalent to the annual emissions of dozens
of cars.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

® Growing E-Waste: Frequent hardware upgrades,
driven by Al's computational demands, contribute to

electronic waste.

@ The rapid expansion of Al infrastructure increases
obsolete computing equipment, exacerbating the
global e-waste crisis.

® Water Consumption for Cooling: Al data centers
require significant water resources to cool high-
performance computing systems.

€ Major Al hubs, like Google’s data centers,
consume millions of liters of water annually for
cooling operations.

® Material Extraction for Hardware: Al chip
manufacturing relies on rare earth metals, leading to
environmental degradation from mining.

@ The extraction of minerals like lithium and cobalt
for GPUs and semiconductors harms ecosystems
and depletes natural resources.

® |Inefficiency in Model Training: Large, general Al
models use excessive computational resources

compared to smaller, specialized models.

@ Generative Al models such as ChatGPT require

10-100 times more computing power than earlier

Al versions, worsening the environmental
footprint.
® Lack of Environmental Regulations: Most Al

governance frameworks focus on ethics and security

but overlook sustainability.
Conclusion:

Al drives innovation and economic growth, but its
environmental impact must be addressed. Sustainable Al
requires clean energy, optimized models, and responsible
e-waste management. Aligning Al progress with ecological

preservation is an ethical imperative.
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Internal Security

22. Explain the concept of ‘information warfare’ and discuss
how misinformation and social media manipulation can
pose challenges to India’s internal security. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining Information
Warfare
Give Key Components of Information Warfare
Highlight
Manipulation as Internal Security Threats

Misinformation &  Social Media
® Suggest Measures to Counter Misinformation &

Social Media Manipulation

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Information Warfare (IW) refers to the use of
information as a tool to influence, disrupt, or manipulate an
adversary’s decision-making, often through misinformation,
cyber operations, and psychological tactics.

® India, with over 800 million internet users, faces
increasing threats from misinformation campaigns,
foreign propaganda, and social media manipulation,
which can incite violence, disrupt governance, and
threaten democratic stability.
Body:
Key Components of Information Warfare:
® Misinformation & Disinformation: Spread of false
narratives to mislead or manipulate public opinion.
® Cyber Warfare: Use of hacking, malware, and cyber-
attacks to disrupt information systems.
® Psychological Operations (PsyOps): Targeting emotions
and beliefs to shape perceptions.
® Social Media Manipulation: Using bots, fake accounts,
and Al-generated content to amplify propaganda.
® Deepfakes & Al-generated Content: Synthetic media
used to create false narratives.

® Hybrid Warfare — Combination of cyber, political, and
psychological tactics to destabilize a nation.
Misinformation & Social Media Manipulation as Internal
Security Threats:
® Communal & Social Unrest
€@ Fake news & inflammatory content on social
media can incite violence, riots, and polarization.
€ Example: Misinformation on WhatsApp led to
mob lynchings in India (2018) due to false rumors.
® Radicalization & Extremism
@ Terror outfits like ISIS and radical groups use
social media for recruitment and propaganda.
O Example: Online radicalization has influenced
some youths to join extremist movements in
Kashmir (alleged through Telegram).
® Election Interference & Political Destabilization
@ Deepfakevideosand fake social media campaigns
can manipulate voter perception.
O Example: Indian General Elections 2024 saw
a series of deepfakes altering voter
perception.
® Cyber Threats to Critical Infrastructure
@ Cyber-attacks on power grids, financial systems,
and defense networks can cripple national
security.
O Example: The alleged Chinese cyber intrusion
in India’s power sector (Mumbai 2020
blackout).
® Fake News in Pandemic & Health Crisis
€ Misinformation during Covid-19 on treatments
and vaccines led to panic and vaccine hesitancy.
O Example: False rumors about vaccines
causing infertility spread through social
media.
® Economic Disruptions & Market Manipulation
@ Fake news on banking failures, stock crashes, and
digital frauds can undermine investor confidence.
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Measures to Counter Misinformation & Social Media
Manipulation:
® Strengthening Cybersecurity & Digital Regulations

€ Enforce stricter IT laws under Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000.
@ Enhance cybersecurity framework under

National Cyber Security Policy.
® Fact-Checking Mechanisms & Al-Based Detection
€ Government-backed fact-checking portals (e.g.,
PIB Fact Check) to counter fake news.
€ Use Al and machine learning to detect deep fakes
and misinformation.
® Regulating Social Media Platforms
€ Mandatory content moderation and traceability
of fake news sources under IT Rules, 2021.
€ Stronger collaboration with Big Tech companies
like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

® Public Awareness & Digital Literacy

€ Incorporate digital literacy programs in schools
and colleges.

€ Encourage responsible social media use through
awareness campaigns.

@ International Cooperation

@ Collaborate with global cybersecurity agencies
(e.g., INTERPOL, UN cyber units) to tackle
transnational misinformation threats.

Conclusion:

In the era of digital warfare, misinformation and
social media manipulation have emerged as serious
internal security threats for India. By adopting technological
innovations, policy reforms, and global cooperation, India
can safeguard its democratic institutions, social harmony,
and national security from the perils of information warfare.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

Theoretical Question

23. Inaworld driven by efficiency and results, do virtue ethics
still hold relevance in governance? Critically analyze with
suitable examples. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing the significance of
virtue ethics

® Give Relevance of Virtue Ethics in Governance

Delve into Challenges to Virtue Ethics in Governance
® Give Key Points Integrating Virtue Ethics with
Efficiency

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

In today’s world focused on efficiency and results,
governance often emphasizes outcomes over ethical
considerations. However, amid challenges like corruption
and inequality, virtue ethics, which highlights the importance
of moral character in leadership, provides a framework for
fostering trust, integrity, and long-term societal well-being,
which are crucial for sustainable governance.

Body:
Relevance of Virtue Ethics in Governance

® Ensuring Ethical Leadership and Decision-Making:
Virtuous leaders prioritize public good over personal
gains, fostering trust and accountability.
€ Example: Lal Bahadur Shastri — resigned as
Railway Minister after a major train accident,
taking moral responsibility, thereby demonstrating
integrity and accountability in leadership.
® Balancing Efficiency with Justice and Fairness: Purely
result-driven governance may overlook equity and
inclusivity, that necessitates virtue ethics.
€ Example: Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) ensures
employment for the poor, balancing economic
efficiency with social justice by prioritizing
vulnerable sections.

® Preventing Ethical Erosion in Bureaucracy: An

efficiency-driven approach may encourage corruption,

short-termism, and lack of empathy, that can be

curtailed with virtue ethics.

€ Example: Ashok Khemka (IAS Officer), known for

exposing land scams despite political pressure,

demonstrating resilience against corruption and
short-termism in governance.

Challenges to Virtue Ethics in Governance

® Pressure for Quick Results and Economic Growth:
Market-driven governance often prioritizes efficiency
over ethical deliberation.

€ Example: Fast-tracking environmental clearances
for  industries, compromising  ecological
sustainability.

® Bureaucratic Red Tape and Resistance to Change:
Ethical governance requires moral courage, which may
conflict with rigid bureaucratic structures.

€ Example: Whistleblower cases like Satyendra
Dubey (exposing corruption in NHAI) show the
risks of ethical governance.

® Subjectivity and Cultural Variations in Virtue Ethics”:
What constitutes “virtue” may vary across societies
and political ideologies.

@ Example: Western individualistic vs. Eastern
collectivist ethical frameworks influencing
governance differently.

Integrating Virtue Ethics with Efficiency

® Ethical training for civil servants (e.g.,, Mission
Karmayogi) to instill moral reasoning in governance.
® |[nstitutional frameworks like Lokpal, RTI, and Citizen’s
Charters to embed ethical governance.
® Technology-driven transparency, such as Aadhaar and
DBT, ensures both efficiency and ethical delivery.
Conclusion:
While efficiency and results are crucial for governance,
virtue ethics remain indispensable for justice, inclusivity,
and long-term societal well-being. A balanced approach
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that integrates efficiency with ethical governance can lead to
sustainable and people-centric administration.

24. “Obeying unjust laws is itself unethical.” Critically
examine the ethics of legal obedience and moral
resistance. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by justifying the argument
mentioned in the question.

® Give Arguments Supporting Moral Resistance to
Unjust Laws

® Delve into the Arguments for Legal Obedience
Despite Unjust Laws

® Suggest Measures for Balancing Legal Obedience
and Moral Resistance

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Laws are intended to uphold justice, but history shows
that legal systems have sometimes perpetuated oppression,
such as apartheid in South Africa. This raises an ethical
dilemma about whether individuals should obey unjust laws
or resist them on moral grounds.

Body:
Arguments Supporting Moral Resistance to Unjust Laws

® Primacy of Justice Over Legalism: Ethical theories like
John Rawls’ Theory of Justice emphasize fairness as
the core of governance. Laws violating fairness (e.g.,
caste-based discrimination) lack legitimacy.
€ Example: Mahatma Gandhi’s Civil Disobedience
Movement challenged colonial laws, asserting
that unjust laws such as salt tax must be opposed
for the greater moral good.
® Unjust Laws Undermine Democratic Value: In a
democracy, legal obedience should be contingent on
justice. Laws that suppress dissent or human rights
(e.g., emergency laws used for political suppression)
should be questioned.
€ Example: The misuse of preventive detention
laws like the Maintenance of Internal Security
Act (MISA) during the Emergency (1975-77) led
to widespread protests by civil society, journalists,

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

and political leaders, exemplifying moral
resistance to laws perceived as unjust and
oppressive
® Moral Conscience Supersedes Legal Authority: Ethical
responsibility transcends legal constraints when laws
contradict fundamental rights and human dignity.
€ Example: Ambedkar’s leadership in the “Mahad
Satyagraha” of 1927, where he and his followers
defied local laws prohibiting Dalits from using
public water tanks.
Arguments for Legal Obedience Despite Unjust Laws

® Rule of Law: Legal obedience ensures the stability and
functioning of society. The rule of law is fundamental
for maintaining order, preventing anarchy, and ensuring
that society operates predictably.

@ Disobeying laws, even if perceived as unjust,
could lead to chaos and undermine societal
cohesion.

® Legal Reforms Through Institutions: Legal systems are
designed to evolve through established mechanisms,
like the judiciary and legislature.

@ Disobedience of the law might prematurely
undermine these institutional processes and
delay necessary legal reforms. Engaging in these
institutions offers a more sustainable method for
justice.

® Avoiding the “Slippery Slope” of Personal Morality: If
everyone were to choose which laws to obey based on
personal morality, it could lead to inconsistent
application of justice.

@ It could create a society where individuals act
based on subjective interpretations of right and
wrong, undermining legal consistency.

€ Example: Taxation laws may seem unfair to
certain groups, but allowing selective non-
compliance would disrupt economic stability and
governance

Balancing Legal Obedience and Moral Resistance

® Non-Violent Civil Disobedience: Ethical resistance
should avoid violence and destruction while challenging
unjust laws.
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€ Example: Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt Satyagraha
(1930) was a peaceful yet powerful method of

resisting colonial oppression.
® Utilizing Democratic and Legal Mechanisms: Instead
of direct defiance, individuals can use judicial review,
public interest litigation (PIL), and legislative advocacy

to change unjust laws.

€ Example: Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973) in

India led to the Basic Structure Doctrine,
preventing arbitrary amendments to the
Constitution.

® Engaging in Constructive Dialogue with Authorities:
Rather than outright defiance, engaging policymakers
and administrators through consultations can lead to
ethical governance.

€ Example: Right to Information (RTI) Act (2005)
emerged from sustained advocacy and dialogue
with lawmakers rather than complete defiance of

existing secrecy laws.

Conclusion:

While obeying unjust laws blindly is ethically
questionable, absolute defiance can lead to disorder. The
ideal approach is civil disobedience guided by justice, non-
violence, and constitutional means. As Gandhi said, “An
unjust law is itself a species of violence. Arrest for its breach
is more so.” Hence, legal obedience must always be evaluated
in light of moral conscience and societal well-being.

25. Is conscience an infallible guide to ethical conduct, or is
it shaped by social conditioning? Examine in the context
of professional ethics for civil servants. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining conscience
® Give arguments to Conscience as an Infallible Guide
and as a Product of Social Conditioning

® Suggest Measures for Balancing Conscience and
Ethical Frameworks in Civil Services

® Conclude with a good quote.

Introduction:

Conscience is the internal moral compass that helps
individuals differentiate right from wrong. While some

www.drishtiias.com

consider it an infallible guide to ethical conduct, others
argue that it is shaped by social, cultural, and institutional
conditioning.

Body:

Conscience as an Infallible Guide:

® Innate Moral Sense: Philosophers like Immanuel Kant
argue that conscience is an inherent faculty guiding
moral actions based on reason and universal principles.
€ Similarly, John Rawls’ Theory of Justice
emphasizes fairness and the “original position”
concept, where moral and just principles are
chosen behind a “veil of ignorance”, ensuring
impartiality and equity in decision-making.
® Unbiased Ethical Judgment: A well-developed
conscience enables civil servants to act with integrity,
resisting external pressures like corruption and
political influence.
® Examples from Administration:

@ E. Sreedharan’s leadership in the Delhi Metro
project showcases unwavering ethical
commitment despite bureaucratic challenges.

€ Ashok Khemka’s stand against corruption reflects
adherence to an internal moral code despite
systemic pressures.

€ T.N. Seshan showcases moral courage in resisting
political influence.

Conscience as a Product of Social Conditioning:

® Influence of Cultural and Social Norms: Values imbibed
from family, education, and society shape an
individual’s moral outlook.
@ A civil servant raised in a system tolerant of
nepotism may unconsciously justify favoritism.
® |[nstitutional and  Professional  Environment:
Bureaucratic culture, political influences, and peer
behavior often condition ethical decision-making.
Balancing Conscience and Ethical Frameworks in Civil
Services:

® Codified Ethics and Laws: Civil servants should align
their conscience with constitutional values, legal
frameworks (e.g., Conduct Rules), and institutional
ethics.
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® Training and Ethical Orientation: Regular training on
professional ethics (e.g., through the LBSNAA and
Mission Karmayogi) helps refine conscience in line
with democratic and humanitarian principles.
€ It should also include Cognitive biases awareness

programmes.

® Moral Courage and Reflection: A well-informed
conscience, combined with self-reflection and peer
discussions, ensures ethical decision-making beyond
personal biases.

Conclusion:

“There is no pillow as soft as a clear conscience” - Glen
Campbell. While conscience is a critical guide to ethical
conduct, it is not entirely infallible due to social conditioning.
For civil servants, professional ethics must be shaped by
constitutional morality, public service values, and continuous
ethical training rather than personal or societal biases.

26. What are the ethical obligations of a welfare state toward
its citizens? Analyze with reference to India’s constitutional
philosophy and social justice policies. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining the Welfare State
® Delve into the Ethical Obligations of a Welfare State
® Highlight Fulfilling  Ethical
Obligations

the Challenges in

® Conclude with a relevant quote.

Introduction:

A welfare state is founded on the principle of social
justice, ensuring the well-being of all citizens, especially the
marginalized.

® Ethical governance in a welfare state requires policies
that promote equity, inclusivity, and dignity, aligning
with moral responsibilities like fair distribution of
resources, protection of fundamental rights, and
empowerment of disadvantaged sections.
Body:
Ethical Obligations of a Welfare State:
® Protection of Fundamental Rights and Human Dignity

@ A welfare state must guarantee basic freedoms,
equality, and dignity for all citizens.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

€ India’s Constitutional Basis:

O Article 14-18: Right to Equality ensures non-
discrimination.

O Article 21: Right to Life and Personal Liberty
(expanded to include Right to Privacy,
Environmental Protection, etc.).

€ Example: Supreme Court rulings like K. S.

Puttaswamy v. Union of India (Right to Privacy,

2017) reinforces ethical commitments to

personal dignity.

® Ensuring Social and Economic Justice:
€ A welfare state must correct historical injustices
and bridge socio-economic inequalities.

O Rawls’ theory supports affirmative action for
marginalized communities.

€ India’s Constitutional Basis:

O Preamble: Ensures
Economic, and Political.

O DPSPs (Directive Principles of State Policy):
Guide the state in securing welfare through
policies (Articles 38, 39, 41, 43, 46).

Justice—Social,

¢ Example:
O Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
promotes economic  justice  through

guaranteed employment.
® Equitable Distribution of Resources:

@ Ethical governance requires redistribution of
wealth and opportunities to uplift the weaker
sections of society.

€ India’s Constitutional Basis: Article 39(b): Ensures
that “ownership and control of material
resources are distributed to serve the common
good.”

€ Example: Land reforms, PM Kisan Samman Nidhi,
PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana and subsidies for
essential commodities.

® Empowerment of Marginalized Sections:

€ A just welfare state takes affirmative action to
uplift disadvantaged groups, ensuring equal
participation in national progress.
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€ India’s Constitutional Basis:

O Article 15(4) & 16(4): Affirmative action for
SCs, STs, and OBCs in education and
employment.

¢ Example:

O Reservation policies in education and jobs
under Articles 15(4) and 16(4).
® Universal Access to Basic Needs (Health, Education,
and Social Security):

@ Ethical governance necessitates providing basic
necessities like education, healthcare, and social
security.

O Utilitarianism justifies welfare schemes like
PDS and free healthcare for maximum
societal benefit.

€ India’s Constitutional Basis:

O Article 21A (Right to Education) and Article
47: Duty of the state to improve public health
and nutrition.

¢ Example:

O National Education Policy (NEP 2020)
promotes inclusive education.
O Ayushman Bharat (PMJAY) provides free
health insurance to vulnerable sections.
® Transparency, Accountability, and Participatory
Governance

€ Ethical governance requires transparency,
accountability, and active citizen participation in
decision-making.

€ India’s Constitutional Basis:

O Right to Information (RTI
strengthens transparency.

O Panchayati Raj (73rd & 74th Amendments)
promotes decentralized governance.

€ Example: Social audits under MGNREGA,
participatory governance models in Kerala.

Act, 2005)

Challenges in Fulfilling Ethical Obligations
® Implementation Gaps: Welfare schemes often face
inefficiency and corruption (e.g., leakages in PDS).
® Social Inequalities: Despite affirmative action, caste
and gender-based discrimination persist.(Indian

women earn only Rs 40 for every Rs 100 earned by
men)

® Bureaucratic Red Tape: Administrative inefficiencies
slow down welfare delivery. (A recent MGNREGA
report highlights workers’ grievances over corruption,
delayed wages, lack of work, and bureaucratic hurdles
in accessing entitlements.)

Conclusion:

For a welfare state to fulfill its ethical obligations,
governance must be rooted in fairness, dignity, and
inclusivity. As B.R. Ambedkar rightly said, “The progress of
any society depends on how it treats its weakest sections.”
Ethical governance in a welfare state must, therefore, prioritize
justice and empowerment over mere administration.

27. How do public service values shape ethical decision-
making among civil servants? Discuss with relevant
examples. (150 Words)

Approach:
® Define public service values and explain their role in
ethical decision-making.
® Discuss ethical theories related to public service and
decision-making.
® Provide real-life examples of civil servants upholding
these values.

® Conclude by emphasizing the moral responsibility of
civil servants in governance.

Introduction:

Public service values like integrity, transparency, and
impartiality, rooted in ethics and morality, guide civil servants
in making just and fair decisions. Ethical decision-making
involves balancing duty, public interest, and integrity to
ensure governance remains accountable, transparent, and
people-centric.

Body:
® Integrity promotes truthfulness, honesty, and
commitment to ethical governance, ensuring
decisions are free from personal biases or corruption.
€ Example: Lal Bahadur Shastri resigned as Railway
Minister following a train accident, demonstrating
ethical accountability in leadership.
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® Utilitarian ethics emphasize maximizing the greatest
good for the greatest number, ensuring public welfare
is prioritized.

€ Example: An IAS officer in Telangana raised the
water table by 6 meters, benefiting thousands
with sustainable water solutions.

® Deontological ethics focus on duty and moral
obligations, ensuring civil servants act ethically
regardless of consequences.

@ Example: E. Sreedharan’s ethical leadership in
delivering the Delhi Metro on time and free from
corruption reflects duty-driven decision-making.

® Empathy fosters ethical decision-making by
considering the needs of marginalized communities
and ensuring inclusive governance.

€ Example: An IAS officer in Karnataka set up free
libraries at 17 bus stops, using personal funds to
improve literacy.

® Justice and fairness ensure decisions are impartial,
equitable, and free from discrimination or political
influence.

€ Example: Former IPS officer Kiran Bedi upheld
justice by fining VIPs for traffic violations and
reforming Tihar Jail with education and
rehabilitation initiatives.

® Virtue ethics emphasize character development,
where civil servants embody moral values like
humility, courage, and public service commitment.

@ Example: T.N. Seshan’s electoral reforms
strengthened democracy by enforcing strict
adherence to election ethics and fairness.

® Accountability ensures civil servants take
responsibility for their actions, reinforcing public trust
in ethical governance.

@ Example: Ashok Khemka, an IAS officer who
repeatedly faced transfers and harassment for
exposing irregularities in land deals, showcasing
his unwavering commitment to transparency
even when facing personal consequences.

Conclusion:

Public service values act as ethical compasses, guiding
civil servants in making decisions that uphold justice,

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

integrity, and public welfare. Ethical governance strengthens
democracy, builds trust, and ensures a fair and accountable
administration.

28. How can Buddha’s Middle Path serve as an ethical
framework for civil servants in decision-making and
governance? (150 Words)

Approach:
® Briefly introduce Buddha’s Middle Path as a
philosophical and ethical framework.

® Explain how it aligns with ethical decision-making in
civil services and governance.

® Provide practical applications, supported by
examples, ethical theories, and governance
principles.

® Conclude with its relevance in contemporary

administration.

Introduction:

Buddha’s Middle Path, or Madhyamaka, advocates
a balanced approach, avoiding extremes of indulgence
and austerity. In civil services, it offers a pragmatic ethical
framework ensuring objectivity, justice, and impartial
governance, fostering equity and long-term public trust.
Body:
The Middle Path and Ethical Decision-Making in Governance
® The Middle Path embodies moderation, pragmatism,
and rational thinking, enabling civil servants to make
balanced, ethical, and impartial decisions.
® |t aligns with deontological ethics (duty-based
approach) and virtue ethics, promoting righteous
conduct (Dhamma) in governance.
® |t reflects constitutional morality, ensuring fair and
inclusive governance without bias towards any
ideology, class, or community.
Application of Middle Path in Civil Services:
® Balanced Policy Formulation
@ Civil servants must balance economic growth
with social equity, ensuring that development is
sustainable and inclusive.
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@ Example: Balancing economic growth with = Conclusion:

environmental sustainability through policies like Buddha’s Middle Path serves as a moral compass for
National solar Mission, Green GDP and cjvil servants, guiding them toward equitable, inclusive, and
Panchamrit targets. unbiased governance. In an era of complex ethical dilemmas,
® Impartiality in Decision-Making its emphasis on moderation, integrity, and fairness ensures

@ Avoiding political pressure or bureaucratic long-term administrative stability and public trust.
inertia, officers must adhere to objectivity,

. 29. Ethical leadership demands both compassion and
transparency, and fairness.

pragmatism. How can a leader balance these conflicting

¢ Example: TN. Seshan’s electoral reforms demands without compromising on moral values? (150
balanced  constitutional  provisions and words)
administrative efficiency, upholding democratic
integrity. Approach:
® Conflict Resolution and Consensus Building ® Introduce the answer by briefing about the
€ The Middle Path promotes dialogue over characteristics of Ethical leadership
confrontation, crucial for resolving disputes and ® Give Conflict Between Compassion and Pragmatism
ensuring cooperative governance. ® Highlight the Strategies to Balance Compassion and
€ Example: NITI Aayog’s cooperative federalism Pragmatism
approach balances state autonomy and central ® Conclude suitably.
oversight, ensuring harmonious policy execution.  Introduction:
® Corruption-Free and Ethical Administration Ethical leadership is characterized by integrity, fairness,

@ Excessive power leads to authoritarianism, while and accountability. A key challenge for ethical leaders is
excessive leniency leads to inefficiency—a balancing compassion (empathy, kindness, and welfare-
balanced approach is crucial. oriented decision-making) with pragmatism (realism,

@ Example: E-governance initiatives like DBT efficiency, and results-driven governance).

(Direct Benefit Transfer) reduce leakages while Body:
ensuring welfare delivery without bureaucratic = conflict Between Compassion and Pragmatism:

discretion. ® Compassion emphasizes ethical considerations,
® Handling Public Grievances with Empathy humanitarian values, and individual well-being.

@ Civil servants must balance procedural efficiency @ Pragmatism prioritizes results, efficiency, and the
with compassion, ensuring effective service larger good, sometimes requiring tough decisions.
delivery without bureaucratic red tape. ® A leader faces dilemmas where choosing one over the

@ Example: IAS officer Armstrong Pame’s road other may seem inevitable.
construction initiative in a remote region, & Example: Mahatma Gandhi promoted non-
balancing public welfare and procedural violence (compassion), yet took pragmatic
compliance. decisions like supporting recruitment of Indian

Ethical Theories Supporting the Middle Path in Governance soldiers to World War | to gain British trust for
® Aristotle’s Golden Mean: Encourages moderation in India’s self-rule.
virtues, resonating with the Middle Path’s emphasis = Strategies to Balance Compassion and Pragmatism
on avoiding extremes. ® Ethical Decision-Making Framework
® Rawls’ Theory of Justice: Advocates fairness while @ Using philosophical principles such as Kantian
ensuring the least privileged are not disadvantaged. ethics (duty-based) and Utilitarianism (greatest
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good for the greatest number) to ensure decisions
are morally sound yet practical.
€ Example: Nelson Mandela’s decision to pursue
reconciliation rather than retribution post-
apartheid — balancing justice (pragmatism) and
forgiveness (compassion).
® Adopting a Context-Sensitive Approach
@ Lleaders should adapt strategies based on
situational demands while upholding core ethical
values.
€ Example: Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery
(compassion), but delayed full emancipation
initially to preserve the Union (pragmatism).
® People-Centric Governance

@ Policies should balance immediate relief
(compassion) with long-term sustainability
(pragmatism).

€ Example: The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana (food security during Covid-19) addressed
immediate distress, while Atmanirbhar Bharat
focused on economic revival.
® Ethical Communication and Transparency
@ A leader should articulate decisions honestly,
gaining public trust even when tough choices are
made.
¢ Example: Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam promoted
scientific temper, ensuring both aspirational
leadership  (compassion) and technological
advancement (pragmatism).
® Institutionalizing Ethical Leadership
@ Establishing checks and balances like ethical
codes, accountability mechanisms, and inclusive
decision-making can help ensure both moral
values and efficiency are maintained.
€ Example: Civil Services Code of Ethics promotes
impartiality and integrity while enabling result-
oriented administration.
Conclusion:
Ethical leadership requires wisdom, adaptability, and a
moral compass to navigate complex governance challenges.
By employing a balanced approach—guided by ethical

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

reasoning, transparency, and long-term vision—a leader
can uphold both compassion and pragmatism without
compromising moral values.

30. Discuss the relevance of Aristotelian virtue ethics in
contemporary public administration. How can cultivating
virtues contribute to ethical governance? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about Aristotle’s
virtue ethics
® Give Relevance of Aristotelian Virtue Ethics in Public
Administration

® Highlight the Measures for Cultivating Virtues for
Ethical Governance

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Aristotle’s virtue ethics emphasizes character, moral
virtues, and practical wisdom (phronesis) as essential
for ethical decision-making. In the context of public
administration, where officials face ethical dilemmas, virtue
ethics provides a framework for cultivating personal integrity,
responsibility, and fairness, ensuring good governance.
Body:

Relevance of Aristotelian
Administration:

Virtue Ethics in Public

® Focus on Character and Integrity
@ Public administrators with virtues like honesty,
courage, and justice ensure ethical decision-
making beyond just following laws and rules.
€ Example: An IAS officer resisting political pressure
to approve unethical projects reflects integrity. .
® Promotion of the Golden Mean (Moderation in
Decision-Making)
@ Aristotle advocated avoiding extremes (deficiency
or excess) and practicing balance in judgment.

O Ingovernance, administrators should balance
authority and empathy, transparency and
confidentiality, efficiency and inclusivity.

@ Example: A police officer ensuring law
enforcement while respecting human rights.
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® Development of Practical Wisdom (Phronesis)

@ Public servants must exercise practical wisdom to
resolve ethical dilemmas in complex governance

scenarios.
€ Example: Civil servants during disaster
management must act decisively yet

compassionately (evacuating people forcefully if
needed, yet ensuring humane treatment).
® Public Trust and Ethical Leadership
€ When administrators embody virtues, they earn
citizens’ trust, enhancing legitimacy and
governance effectiveness.
€ Example: E. Sreedharan (“Metro Man of India”)
demonstrated professional excellence, integrity,
and accountability, ensuring public projects’
timely execution.
® Long-Term Institutional Ethics Over Rule-Based
Compliance
€ While laws and codes of conduct set minimum
ethical standards, virtue ethics ensures internal
moral commitment beyond written rules.
€@ Example: A bureaucrat ensuring environmental
sustainability in infrastructure projects, even
when laws permit minor environmental
compromises.
Cultivating Virtues for Ethical Governance
® Training and Ethical Sensitization
@ Ethical training for public officials to develop
virtues like fairness, courage, and humility.
€ Example: LBSNAA’s ethics module and Mission
Karmayogi emphasizes moral reasoning and
leadership.
® Role Models and Mentorship
@ Learning from ethical leaders fosters a culture of
virtue-based governance.
¢ Example: T.N. Seshan (former CEC) upheld
electoral integrity despite political pressures.
® Institutionalizing Ethical Practices
& Establishing ethics committees, ombudsman
offices, and whistleblower protections to
reinforce virtuous conduct.

€@ Example: The Lokpal Act promotes integrity by
holding public officials accountable.

Conclusion

Aristotle’s virtue ethics remains highly relevant in
contemporary public administration, as governance is
not just about laws but also about the moral character of
administrators. By cultivating virtues, public officials can
foster trust, accountability, and ethical governance, ensuring
a just and responsible administration.

Case Study

31. Puneet is a young and dynamic officer serving as the
Director of the State Sports Council. His mandate is to
promote sports at the grassroots level, improve
infrastructure, and ensure fair selection of athletes for
national and international competitions.

During his tenure, Puneet receives multiple complaints
from young athletes and coaches about rampant
favoritism and corruption in the selection process for a
prestigious international sports event. Allegations
suggest that several underqualified candidates were
selected due to political connections and bribes, while
talented athletes, especially from economically weaker
backgrounds, were ignored.

Upon investigation, Puneet finds strong evidence of
malpractice involving senior officials, influential
politicians, and sports federation members. When he
raises the issue with his superiors, he is advised to “look
the other way” as the individuals involved are politically
powerful. Some officials warn him that exposing the issue
could lead to career repercussions, frequent transfers,
or administrative sidelining.

Athletes and their families have intensified their protests,
demanding justice and transparency, sparking mass
public outrage. The issue has gained widespread media
attention, putting significant pressure on the authorities
to act. Meanwhile, a well-known journalist approaches
Puneet, seeking insider information to expose the
scandal. However, Puneet faces a dilemma: taking action
against the malpractice could delay the team selection
process, potentially jeopardizing the country’s
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participation in the prestigious event, while inaction

would compromise his integrity and the principles of

fairness and accountability.

(a) What are the ethical dilemmas faced by Puneet in
this situation?

(b) Evaluate the possible courses of action Puneet can
take in this scenario. Discuss the merits and
consequences of each approach in light of his ethical
responsibilities and the public interest.

(c) Whatinstitutional and grassroots-level reforms can
be implemented to prevent favoritism and
corruption in sports governance and ensure fair
opportunities for athletes, especially those from
economically weaker backgrounds?

Introduction:

Puneet, the Director of the State Sports Council, faces
an ethical dilemma involving favoritism and corruption in the
selection process for a prestigious international sports event.
Despite receiving credible complaints and strong evidence of
malpractice, he faces political pressure and career threats to
ignore the issue.

® Meanwhile, public outrage and media scrutiny
intensify, demanding transparency and justice for
deserving athletes.
Body:
(a) What are the ethical dilemmas faced by Puneet in this
situation?
® Integrity vs. Compliance with Superiors

@ Puneet has a duty to uphold fairness and
transparency in athlete selection. However, his
superiors are pressuring him to ignore the
malpractice due to political influence.

@ Following their advice would mean compromising
his integrity, while resisting could invite personal
and professional repercussions, such as transfers
or sidelining.

® Justice for Athletes vs. Political Pressure

@ The rightful candidates are being denied
opportunities, which contradicts the principles of
fairness and meritocracy.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

@ Exposing corruption could rectify the injustice,
but it would also challenge powerful political and
administrative figures, leading to institutional
resistance.

® Public Interest vs. National Prestige

€ Addressing corruption ensures long-term reforms
and credibility in the sports system, benefitting
future athletes.

€@ However, taking immediate action may delay the
selection process, potentially preventing India
from participating in the prestigious international
event. This could harm national prestige and
athlete morale.

® Whistleblowing vs. Organizational Loyalty

@ Revealing insider information to the journalist
could expose corruption and force accountability,
leading to positive systemic changes.

€ However, it mayalso breach official confidentiality
norms and invite disciplinary action, damaging his
career prospects.

® Short-Term Consequences vs. Long-Term Reforms

@ Punishing those responsible could deter future
corruption but may take time, affecting current
athletes.

@ Ignoring the issue for short-term convenience
would allow systemic corruption to persist,
harming the sports sector in the long run.

(b) Evaluate the possible courses of action Puneet can
take in this scenario. Discuss the merits and consequences
of each approach in light of his ethical responsibilities and
the public interest.

® Take a Strong Stand and Initiate Official Action Against

Corruption

@ Steps Involved: Lodge a formal complaint with
anti-corruption agencies or the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC).

O Seek legal action against those involved,
ensuring transparency in the selection
process.

O Engage with honest senior officials and seek
institutional support.
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€ Merits:

o

o

©)

Upholds integrity, fairness, and meritocracy
in sports administration.

Sends a strong message against corruption,
deterring future malpractice.

Restores athletes’ trust in the system and
ensures the best talent is selected.

€ Consequences:

O Could lead to career repercussions (frequent
transfers, sidelining, or  professional
isolation).

O Risk of institutional resistance, as politically
powerful individuals may attempt to suppress
the inquiry.

O The selection process may be delayed,
impacting national participation in the event.

® Seek Internal Reforms Without Immediate
Confrontation

€ Steps Involved: Conduct a transparent review
process within his jurisdiction.

O Establish independent oversight committees
for fair selection.

O Propose long-term policy changes to reduce
political interference.

¢ Merits:

O Allows a practical, less confrontational
approach, reducing the risk of backlash.

O Lays the foundation for systemic reform
without immediate disruption.

O Ensures continuity in team selection,

minimizing the risk of India’s disqualification.

€ Consequences:

©)

o

Does not immediately punish corrupt
officials, allowing them to remain in the
system.

Athletes who were wronged may not get
justice in the short term.

® Blow the Whistle by Leaking Information to the Media
€ Steps Involved: Provide evidence to a reputed
journalist to expose corruption.

UPSC
Mains
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O Use public pressure to force authorities to
take action.
¢ Merits:
O Ensures transparency and accountability,
forcing systemic reforms.
O Publicand media support can protect Puneet
from personal retaliation.
¢ Consequences:
O May breach official confidentiality norms,
leading to disciplinary action against Puneet.
O Could polarize the issue politically, leading
to administrative deadlock.
O The selection process may be stalled, risking
India’s participation.
® Follow Superiors’ Advice and Ignore the Issue
€ Steps Involved: Maintain silence or comply with
existing corrupt practices.
€ Justify inaction by prioritizing national interest
and organizational loyalty.
¢ Merits:
O Avoids personal and professional risks.
O Ensures India’s uninterrupted participation
in the event.
O Maintains Puneet’s position, allowing him to
work for reforms later.
€ Consequences:
O Violates ethical principles of honesty and
justice.
O Allows corruption to continue, denying
deserving athletes their opportunities.
O Erodes public trust in the sports
administration.
® Balance Reform with Pragmatism — A Middle Path
Approach
@ Steps Involved: Conduct an immediate internal
review and correct wrongful selections where
possible.
O Allow team selection to proceed but ensure
better transparency through independent
scrutiny.
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O Submit a confidential report to anti-
corruption authorities after the event to
ensure accountability.

¢ Merits:

O Ensures short-term participation while
working for long-term reform.

O Avoids unnecessary political confrontation
while still upholding fairness

O Reduces risks to Puneet’s career while
promoting systemic change.

€ Consequences:

O Does not immediately expose all corruption,
allowing some guilty officials to go
unpunished temporarily.

O Requires careful handling to prevent political
retaliation.

Most Optimum Course of Action:

The most balanced approach is the middle path
(Option 5 that assimilate some parts of Option 2) —ensuring
transparency in selection without disrupting the event, while
simultaneously initiating long-term anti-corruption reforms.

(c) What institutional and grassroots-level reforms can be
implemented to prevent favoritism and corruption in sports
governance and ensure fair opportunities for athletes,

especially those from economically weaker backgrounds?
® Institutional-Level Reforms

Changes)

(Top-Down Systemic

€ Transparent & Merit-Based Selection:
Independent selection panels, and live-streamed
assessments to ensure fairness.

@ Anti-Corruption & Whistleblower Protection:
Establish a Sports Integrity Commission, enforce
whistleblower safeguards, and impose strict
penalties on corrupt officials.

€ Independent Oversight & Governance: Enforce
term limits, mandate RTI compliance for
federations, and restrict political interference.

€ Financial & Infrastructure Support: National
Sports Scholarship Fund, mandatory corporate
sponsorship via CSR, and performance-based
financial aid.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

@ Legal & Ethical Framework: Enforce a Sports
Ethics Charter and create fast-track arbitration
courts for dispute resolution.

® Grassroots-Level Reforms (Bottom-Up Athlete
Empowerment)

€@ Universal Sports Access:‘One District, One Sports
Hub’ initiative, mobile training units, and local
talent scouting at grassroots levels (while equally
focusing on other sports as well).

€ Integration in Education: Mandatory sports hours
in schools, merit-based university sports quotas,
and structured grassroots coach training.

€ Women & Minority Inclusion: Exclusive coaching
centers, financial and social support for women
athletes, and special programs for ST/SC/OBC and
minority communities.

4 Digital & Technological Reforms: National Sports
Talent Portal, Al-based performance analytics,

and blockchain-based athlete records for
transparency.
Conclusion:

Puneet must uphold integrity, fairness, and transparency
while balancing pragmatism and national interest. A balanced
approach: ensuring immediate corrective action, safeguarding
athlete rights, and initiating long-term reforms: would help
restore trust in sports governance.

32. You are the District Collector of a rapidly urbanizing
district. A large government housing project is under
construction to provide affordable homes to economically
weaker sections. The project is being executed by a
private contractor under a public-private partnership
(PPP) model.

One evening, a section of an under-construction
residential block collapses, leading to the death of five
workers and injuring many others. A preliminary
investigation suggests that poor-quality construction
materials were used. Further, it is revealed that the
project approval process had several irregularities,
including the violation of environmental clearance norms
and unauthorized expansion beyond the sanctioned plan.
The project was approved under the tenure of your
predecessor, who is now a senior bureaucrat in the state
government.
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As you begin an in-depth inquiry, you receive immense
pressure from multiple stakeholders. Senior officials
advise you to avoid implicating your predecessor, arguing
that it could tarnish the administration’s reputation. The
contractor, a politically well-connected businessman,
offers you a lucrative post-retirement consultancy role
in exchange for diluting the report. Additionally, local
political leaders, citing the urgency of providing housing
to the poor, urge you to let the project continue despite
the lapses. Meanwhile, workers’ unions and civil society
groups demand strict action against those responsible.

(a) Identify the ethical dilemmas in this case and analyze
them using relevant ethical theories.

(b) What course of action should you take to ensure
accountability while balancing the interests of all
stakeholders?

(c) What policy recommendations can help prevent the
recurrence of such infrastructure failures?
Introduction:

An under-construction government housing project
collapses, resulting in five worker deaths. Investigations reveal
poor-quality materials, irregular approvals, and violations. The
current District Collector faces political pressure, bureaucratic
influence, and bribery attempts, while civil society demands
accountability. The key challenge is balancing justice, safety,
and project continuity.

Body:
(a) Ethical Dilemmas and Their Analysis:
® Conflict Between Truth and Organizational Loyalty
@ The investigation may expose the role of a senior
bureaucrat, potentially tarnishing the
administration’s reputation.
@ Deontological ethics (Kantian duty-based ethics)
emphasizes that duty to truth and justice

outweighs institutional loyalty. Concealing
wrongdoing would compromise administrative
integrity.

@ Virtue ethics (Aristotle) suggests that a just and
courageous officer should act with honesty, even
if it means going against powerful figures.

® Integrity vs. Personal Gain

@ The contractor’s offer of a post-retirement
consultancy position is a clear case of bribery and
conflict of interest.

€ Gandhian ethics emphasize selflessness and
moral courage in public service, rejecting personal
gains at the cost of public welfare.

® Rule of Law vs. Expediency

@ Political leaders argue for continuing the project
despite violations, citing the urgency of housing
for the poor.

@ Llegal positivism mandates that laws and
regulations must be followed regardless of
perceived benefits. Overlooking violations could
lead to more collapses and loss of life.

€ Social contract theory (Rousseau, Locke) suggests
that governance must be based on fairness and
justice, ensuring public trust in the system.

® Accountability vs. Political Pressure

@ Political leaders and senior officials pressurize the
officer to shield influential figures involved in
irregularities.

@ Deontological ethics stress that shielding the
guilty erodes public trust and justice.

€ Machiavellian pragmatism might suggest
balancing inquiry and political interests, but
ethical governance requires prioritizing truth over
political expediency.

® Humanitarian Concern vs. Long-term Safety

€ While housing is a pressing need, substandard
construction endangers future residents.

€@ Gandhian  trusteeship model advocates
responsible development, ensuring both social
welfare and ethical governance.

(b) What course of action should you take to ensure
accountability while balancing the interests of all
stakeholders?

® Immediate Crisis Response (First 24—-48 hours)
@ Rescue & Relief

O Personally visit the site to oversee rescue
operations and ensure medical aid for the
injured.
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O Announce compensation for the deceased
workers’ families and the injured as per
government norms.

€ Public & Media Management

O Issue a transparent public statement
acknowledging the incident and promising an
impartial inquiry.

O Prevent misinformation by appointing an
official spokesperson to handle media
queries.

€ Ensuring Safety & Preventing Further Damage

O Order an immediate structural audit of the
entire project to check for risks.

O Halt all construction temporarily, but allow
essential safety reinforcements to continue.

® Independent & Targeted Investigation
€ Forming a Neutral Inquiry Committee

O Constitute a high-level investigation team

with:
B Independent structural engineers to
assess the construction quality.
B Legal expertstoreview projectapprovals
and contractual obligations.
B Senior administrators (from outside the
district) for neutrality.
€ Ensuring Accountability Without Bureaucratic

Fallout

O Focus the inquiry on systemic failures and
procedural lapses rather than directly
targeting individuals, but hold responsible
officials accountable if proven guilty.

O Request a state-level vigilance team to
review past approvals without personal bias.

€ Action Against Contractor & Violators

O If found guilty, initiate legal proceedings
against the contractor for negligence and
potential criminal liability.

O Blacklist the contractor and recommend
barring them from future government
projects.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

O Direct the local administration to file FIRs
under relevant laws if corruption or fraud is
established.

® Handling Political & Bureaucratic Pressure
€@ Managing Pressure from Senior Officials

O Instead of direct confrontation, | will highlight
the risks of shielding past mistakes,
emphasizing that covering up negligence
could lead to further legal and public
backlash.

O If resistance persists, escalate the matter
tactfully to the Chief Secretary or State
Vigilance Commission to ensure neutrality.

€ Dealing with the Contractor’s Bribery Offer

O Reject the post-retirement consultancy offer
firmly and document the incident for
potential legal action.

O Warn the contractor that continued
interference will lead to stricter actions,
including potential criminal charges for
bribery.

€ Balancing Political Interests & Public Needs

O Engage local political leaders and emphasize
that ensuring accountability does not mean
halting the project entirely—instead, it will
ensure long-term benefits.

O Offer a revised project timeline to reassure
stakeholders that the housing scheme will
continue without safety risks.

® Ensuring Safe Continuation of the Housing Project
@ Fixing the Project Without Total Scrapping

O Allow construction to resume only in cleared
areas while high-risk sections undergo
rebuilding.

O If necessary, hire an alternative contractor
for remaining work to ensure quality.

O Appoint a third-party quality monitoring
agency to oversee future construction.

€ Strengthening Worker Safety & Labor Rights

O Mandate better safety measures, including
protective gear and proper worksite
supervision.
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O Set up a grievance redressal mechanism for
laborers to report violations without fear of
job loss.

(c) What policy recommendations can help prevent the
recurrence of such infrastructure failures?
® Strengthening Construction Quality Standards
€ Mandatory Third-Party Quality Audits:

O Implement independent third-party
structural audits at three critical phases—
foundation, mid-construction, and
completion.

O Audits should be randomized and digitalized

to prevent manipulation.
€ Use of Certified Construction Materials:

O Enforce QR-coded tracking of materials
(cement, steel, sand) to prevent substandard
supplies.

O Establish state-run testing labs for sample
verification before use.

€ Stringent Safety Certification for Contractors:

O Introduce  mandatory licensing  for
government contractors, renewed based on
past project performance.

O Create a national contractor rating system
based on project history, quality, and safety
compliance.

® Overhauling the Project Approval and Monitoring
Process
€ Transparent Digital Approvals & Compliance

Checks:

O Implement GIS-based project tracking
systems to prevent unauthorized expansion.

O Use blockchain-based records for project
approvals to ensure transparency and
prevent tampering.

€ Environmental & Safety Compliance as a Non-

Negotiable Step:

O Strengthen environmental clearance
mechanisms with Al-based risk assessments
for large projects.

www.drishtiias.com

O Create real-time dashboards accessible to
the public for tracking environmental
compliance.

@ Periodic Structural Integrity Checks for All

Government Projects:

O Mandate post-construction safety
inspections every 5 years, especially for
public housing and high-risk structures.

O Establish a district-level Infrastructure Safety
Review Board to conduct annual evaluations.

® |[nstitutional & Legal Reforms for Better Accountability
@ Fast-Track Prosecution for
Corruption:

Negligence &

O Amend laws to introduce time-bound
investigations and trials for infrastructure-
related fraud.

O Enforce strict liability laws on contractors
and officials found guilty of negligence.

€@ Independent Infrastructure Ombudsman:

O Set up a state-level
ombudsman to handle
construction violations.

infrastructure
complaints  of

O The ombudsman should have the authority
to blacklist firms and recommend criminal
action.

€@ Whistleblower Protection for Reporting
Irregularities:
O Strengthen whistleblower anonymity

mechanisms for engineers, workers, and
officials to report safety lapses without fear
of retaliation.

O Offer monetary incentives for reporting
major fraud in public projects.

® Leveraging Technology for Real-Time Monitoring
€ Al & loT-Based Smart Monitoring Systems:
O Use loT sensors embedded in structures to

detect stress, cracks, and material
degradation in real-time.
O Implement  drone-based  construction

inspections for high-risk and large-scale
projects.
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€ Mobile App for Public & Worker Complaints:

O Launch a public grievance redressal app
where workers and citizens can report unsafe
construction practices.

O Reports should trigger an automated site
inspection if flagged multiple times.

® Labor Welfare & Safety Regulations
€ Mandatory Insurance & Compensation for

Construction Workers:

O Enforce compulsory life and accident
insurance for all laborers working on public
projects.

O Make contractors legally responsible for
providing safety gear and training.

@ Strict Penalties for Safety Violations:

O Introduce graded penalty structures, where
repeated safety violations lead to license
suspension for contractors.

O Increase workers’ representation in safety
committees for large infrastructure projects.

® Reforming Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Models
€ Performance-Based Contractor Payments:

O Instead of lump-sum payments, link
contractor payments to independent quality
certifications at each stage.

O Introduce financial penalties for substandard
work and reward high-quality execution.

€ Transparent with  Public
Oversight:

Bidding Process

O Use Al-based algorithms to detect collusion
and manipulation in tendering.

O Mandate citizen and civil society
participation in monitoring large PPP
projects.

Conclusion:

The case demands a balanced approach that ensures
justice for the victims, accountability for negligence, and
the safe continuation of the housing project. A transparent
investigation, strict legal action against those responsible, and
improved oversight mechanisms will prevent future lapses.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

33. As the Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) in a
metropolitan city, you oversee the implementation of an
Al-based Facial Recognition System (FRS) designed to
track criminals and prevent crimes. The system, installed
across public spaces, has been instrumental in reducing
theft, identifying suspects, and solving pending cases.
However, concerns have emerged regarding false
positives, privacy violations, and potential biases in the
Al’s algorithm.

Recently, the system flagged Ravi, a 22-year-old college
student, for allegedly being present at a protest that
turned violent. Based on the Al-generated report, Ravi
was briefly detained for questioning, despite his
insistence that he was not involved. His family and civil
society groups argue that he was misidentified due to a
technical error in the Al system. Investigations reveal that
multiple individuals from marginalized backgrounds have
been disproportionately flagged, raising concerns about
bias in Al-driven policing.

The city’s administration is now divided. Some officials
advocate for pausing the Al project for an independent
review, citing privacy concerns and wrongful detentions.
Others argue that the benefits outweigh the risks and
that Al errors can be rectified over time. Meanwhile,
public outrage over Ravi’s case is growing, and the police
department’s credibility is at stake.

(a) How can law enforcement balance the benefits of
Al-driven facial recognition with concerns over false
positives, privacy violations, and algorithmic bias?

(b) Whatethical principles should guide law enforcement
in deploying Al tools, particularly in ensuring non-
discrimination and protecting marginalized
communities?

(c) Whatlegal, procedural, and technological safeguards
should be implemented to ensure Al-driven policing
remains transparent, fair, and accountable?

Introduction:

The use of Al-driven Facial Recognition Systems (FRS) in
law enforcement offers efficiency in crime prevention but also
raises concerns about false positives, privacy violations, and
bias. The misidentification of Ravi highlights the ethical risks
of Al in policing and the need for accountability, fairness,
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and transparency. Law enforcement must balance public ® Right to Privacy: Al should be used in a manner that

safety with human rights while ensuring that Al serves justice respects individual rights, with strong data protection
without discrimination. measures to prevent misuse.
Body: ® Human Dignity and Autonomy: No individual should

be falsely labeled a criminal based on Al predictions
alone. Ethical policing must ensure dignity and fairness
in law enforcement.

® Public Trust and Consent: Al tools should be
transparent and publicly accountable, allowing citizen
engagement in  decisions regarding their
implementation.

(a) How can law enforcement balance the benefits of Al-
driven facial recognition with concerns over false positives,
privacy violations, and algorithmic bias?

® Ensuring Accuracy and Human Oversight: Al should
assist but not replace human judgment; officers must
verify Al alerts before acting (e.g., manual review of

flagged cases).
&8 ) ® Bias-Free Implementation: Regular equity audits and

bias testing must be conducted to ensure Al does not
reinforce existing societal inequalities.

® Proportional Use of Al: Al should be used only where
necessary, avoiding mass surveillance that may restrict

civil liberties. :
(c) What legal, procedural, and technological safeguards

should be implemented to ensure Al-driven policing
remains transparent, fair, and accountable?

® Regular System Audits: The system should undergo
frequent accuracy tests to reduce false positives and

prevent misidentification of innocent individuals. o Legal Safeguards:

® Transparency and Public Awareness: Law enforcement
must inform the public about Al surveillance policies to

foster trust (e.g., open reports on Al performance).

@ Establish strict laws governing Al in policing,
including clear regulations on data usage,

retention, and deletion.
® Bias Detection and Correction: Al must be tested for *

racial, gender, and socio-economic biases, with
corrective measures implemented (e.g., diverse *
training datasets).

Require judicial oversight for Al-driven arrests
and detentions to prevent misuse of power.
Implement data privacy laws that restrict the

storage and use of facial recognition data beyond
® Independent Review Committees: The Al system necessary limits.

should be monitored by ethics boards and human
rights commissions to ensure fair and unbiased
implementation.

® Procedural Safeguards:

@ Officers must receive training in Al ethics, bias
detection, and human rights to ensure ethical Al

® Grievance Redressal Mechanism — Citizens must have use.
a platform to challenge wrongful Al-based detentions. @ Manual verification of Al alerts should be
(b) What ethical principles should guide law enforcement mandatory before making any arrests or
in deploying Al tools, particularly in ensuring non- detentions.
discrimination and protecting marginalized communities? @ Create a public grievance redressal system
® Justice and Fairness: Al-based policing should be fair allowing citizens to challenge wrongful Al-driven
and impartial, ensuring that no community faces policing decisions.
disproportionate targeting or wrongful detention. ® Technological Safeguards:
® Accountability and Responsibility: Law enforcement @ Conduct regular Al system audits to identify and
agencies must own up to Al errors and establish eliminate bias in algorithms.
accountability mechanisms to correct wrongful € Implement Explainable Al (XAl) so law
actions. enforcement can understand and justify Al
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decisions instead of
predictions.

€ Use alternative Al
multiple verification

individuals as suspects.

relying on black-box

models that incorporate
layers before tagging

Conclusion

Al-driven policing must ensure justice, fairness, and
accountability while balancing public safety with individual
rights. The system should help law enforcement but never
replace ethical decision-making. By implementing legal
protections, transparency measures, and bias control
mechanisms, Al can serve as a tool for justice rather than
oppression. A well-regulated Al system will enhance public
trust while ensuring that law enforcement remains ethical,
fair, and responsible.

34. Dr. Anjali, a dedicated and upright IAS officer, has recently
been appointed as the Director of the State Health
Department. Soon after assuming charge, she discovers
large-scale irregularities in the procurement of life-saving
medical equipment for government hospitals.

A particular contract for ventilators was awarded to a
private company that failed to meet safety and quality
standards. Several patients lost their lives due to
malfunctions during a recent health crisis. Upon further
investigation, Anjali finds that the tendering process was
manipulated to favor this company. The procurement
file was approved under questionable circumstances by
her predecessor, who has since retired. Many junior
officialsinthe department are aware of these malpractices
but are unwilling to come forward, fearing professional
repercussions.

Meanwhile, a senior journalist approaches Anjali with
leaked documents proving corruption in the procurement
deal. The journalist is willing to publish an exposé but
warns that powerful business and bureaucratic interests
may suppress the story. Additionally, an activist group
files a formal complaint demanding immediate legal
action.

As Anjali deliberates, she receives subtle pressure from

senior bureaucrats to avoid revisiting past decisions due
to risk of transfer under political influence and to focus

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

on future governance. Some of her colleagues advise her
that pursuing this issue aggressively could result in an
abrupt transfer or administrative sidelining.

(a) What are the ethical issues involved in the case?

(b) Evaluate the options available to Anjali as a
conscientious civil servant?

(c) What systemic reforms are needed to prevent
corruption in public procurement, ensure
bureaucratic independence, and protect
whistleblowers in government institutions?

Introduction:

Dr. Anjali, a newly appointed Director of the State
Health Department, uncovers large-scale corruption in the
procurement of life-saving medical equipment, leading to
patient deaths. The tendering process was manipulated under
her predecessor, but junior officials fear speaking out, and
powerful interests seek to suppress the issue.

® Ajournalist with evidence offers media exposure, while
an activist group demands legal action, adding a layer
of public pressure.
Body:
(a) Ethical Issues Involved in the Case:

® Compromised Public Health and Safety: The
procurement of substandard ventilators has directly
led to patient deaths, violating the fundamental duty
of public institutions to ensure healthcare quality.
@ The negligence in quality control reflects a failure
of duty, leading to loss of innocent lives.
® Corruption and Abuse of Power: The manipulation of
the tendering process to favor a private company
indicates deep-rooted corruption.
€ This undermines transparency, fairness, and
integrity in public administration.
€ Senior
attempting to suppress accountability further
perpetuate unethical governance.

bureaucratic and business interests

® Fear and lLack of Whistleblower Protection: The
reluctance of junior officials to come forward highlights
the fear of retaliation, indicating a failure in
institutional mechanisms to protect whistleblowers.
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€ An ethical administration must foster a culture
where truth and accountability are encouraged.
® Truth and Press Freedom: Journalists have a moral
obligation to expose corruption and inform the public.
€@ However, powerful entities may attempt to
suppress the truth, raising concerns about media
independence, transparency, and the role of the
press in upholding democratic values.
® Justice and Accountability: Ensuring that corrupt
individuals face legal consequences is fundamental to
maintaining justice and accountability in governance.
€@ However, bureaucratic hurdles and institutional
resistance may obstruct legal action, posing a
challenge to the enforcement of the rule of law.

(b) Options Available to Anjali as a Conscientious Civil
Servant:

Option- 1. Launch an Internal Investigation and Strengthen
Procurement Processes

® Advantages: Ensures due process, prevents future
irregularities, and avoids immediate confrontation
with powerful interests. Strengthening procurement
policies can create long-term systemic reforms.
® Issues: May delay justice for victims, does not
immediately punish wrongdoers, and could be
perceived as bureaucratic inaction. Senior officials may
try to dilute the investigation.
Option- 2. Forward the Case to Anti-Corruption Agencies
(CBI/Vigilance/State Lokayukta)
® Advantages: Brings legal accountability, deters future
corruption, and upholds institutional integrity. An
independent probe prevents direct political pressure
on Anjali.
® Issues: Powerful bureaucratic and business interests
may attempt to influence or stall the investigation. It
could also lead to political backlash and Anjali’s transfer.
Option- 3. Collaborate with the Journalist for a Controlled
Public Disclosure
® Advantages: Media exposure can generate public
pressure, making it harder for political and bureaucratic

forces to suppress the case. Strengthens democracy
and transparency.

® |ssues: Could sensationalism, risking
reputational damage to the department. May also

lead to

result in political backlash or pressure tactics against
Anjali.

Option- 4. Support the Activist Group’s Demand for Legal

Action

® Advantages: Civil society pressure can push authorities

to act, ensuring that the case remains in the public eye.
Strengthens participatory and
accountability.

governance

® |[ssues: May escalate into a political controversy,
diverting attention from actual reforms. Powerful
vested interests could counter the activism through
legal and administrative means.
Option- 5. Take a Cautious Approach and Focus on Future
Governance

® Advantages: Avoids direct confrontation, ensures job
security, and allows Anjali to make incremental reforms
within the system. Prevents political victimization.
® |[ssues: Ignores past corruption, denies justice to
victims, and allows unethical practices to continue.
Public trust in governance may further erode.
Most Appropriate and Pragmatic Approach:

Anjali should adopt a balanced strategy that combines
elements of Option 1 (Internal Investigation) and Option 2
(Involving Anti-Corruption Agencies) while using controlled
media exposure (Option 3) as a strategic tool.

® [Immediate Steps: Initiate an internal inquiry to
establish documentary evidence and improve
procurement processes to prevent future corruption.

® Accountability Mechanism: Forward the case to the

Vigilance Commission or Lokayukta to ensure legal

proceedings while shielding herself from direct political

fallout.

® Strategic Public Engagement: Work with the journalist
to ensure responsible and fact-based reporting rather
than sensationalism, strengthening public awareness
without compromising procedural integrity.
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(c) Systemic Reforms to Prevent Corruption in Public
Procurement, Ensure Bureaucratic Independence, and
Protect Whistleblowers:
® Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in
Public Procurement
€ Implement e-procurement systems with real-
time tracking, automated audits, and blockchain-
based record-keeping to minimize human
discretion.
€ Mandate reverse bidding and global tenders for
high-value contracts to ensure competitive pricing
and prevent favoritism.
€ Strengthen independent procurement audits
and make contract details publicly accessible
under the Right to Information (RTI) Act.
® Establishing Independent Anti-Corruption Oversight
Mechanisms
€ Strengthen institutions like Lokpal, CVC (Central
Vigilance Commission), and State Lokayuktas by
granting them autonomous prosecutorial
powers.
€ Make public procurement audits by CAG
(Comptroller and Auditor General) more
stringent, ensuring immediate action on red flags.
® Ensuring Bureaucratic Independence and Insulating
Civil Servants from Political Pressure
€ Implement fixed tenure for key administrative
positions (e.g., health, finance, infrastructure) to
prevent arbitrary transfers that discourage anti-
corruption efforts.
€ Introduce a structured appeals mechanism for
officers  transferred  under  questionable
circumstances due to ethical decision-making.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

® Strengthening Whistleblower Protection and Internal
Complaint Mechanisms

€ Implement Whistleblower Protection Act, 2014
in full spirit by ensuring anonymity, immunity
from retaliation, and independent investigation
mechanisms.

@ Create a secure digital whistleblowing platform
linked to Lokpal, allowing safe reporting of
corruption without fear of exposure.

€ Mandate internal ethics committees in all
government departments with independent
oversight and periodic reporting of grievances.

® |Institutionalizing Ethical Governance and Training of
Public Officials

€ Make ethics and integrity training a mandatory
part of bureaucratic education in LBSNAA, state
ATls (Administrative Training Institutes), and
government service inductions.

@ Establish integrity scorecards for government
departments based on independent audits, public
feedback, and corruption case trends.

@ |Introduce performance-linked promotions and
incentives for officers who uphold transparency
and integrity in public administration.

Conclusion:

Dr. Anjali must balance ethical integrity with pragmatic
decision-making by ensuring accountability through legal
action while strengthening systemic reforms. A transparent
investigation, institutional safeguards, and strategic public
engagement will uphold justice without compromising
governance stability. Her actions should set a precedent
for ethical leadership, reinforcing public trust in the
administration.
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ESSAY

35. A society grows great when old men plant trees whose
shade they know they shall never sit in.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Mahatma Gandhi: “The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others.”
® Warren Buffett: “Someone is sitting in the shade today
because someone planted a tree a long time ago.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Intergenerational Responsibility and Ethical Altruism:
€ The quote emphasizes selfless service and long-
term vision in shaping a just and sustainable
society.

@ Philosophers like Immanuel Kant argue for a
moral duty that extends beyond immediate self-
interest.

€ John Rawls’ “Veil of Ignorance” suggests that a
just society should be structured considering the
needs of future generations.

® Sustainable Development and Legacy Building:

€ Sustainability is an extension of the idea—
economic, environmental, and social policies
must prioritize future generations.

€ TheBrundtland Report (1987) defines sustainable
development as “meeting the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.”

® The Spirit of Nation-Building and Civic Duty:

@ Progress is not just about personal achievements
but about collective growth.

€ In Plato’s Republic, an ideal society is one where
each generation contributes to the greater good,
even if they don’t directly benefit.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Social Reforms and Future-Oriented Policies:

€ Abolition of Untouchability (India) — Leaders like
B.R. Ambedkar worked for a socially inclusive
India, even though they knew societal change
would take generations.

€ Universal Education (19*-20* century reforms)
— Laws ensuring compulsory education in several
countries transformed societies, though initial
generations didn’t see the full benefits.

® Infrastructure and Economic Foundations for Future
Growth:

€ Green Revolution in India (1960s) — Policies that
ensure long-term food security, benefiting future
generations.

€ Golden Quadrilateral Highway Project (India,
2000s) — A massive infrastructure project that
facilitates economic growth for decades to come.

® Environmental Stewardship and Climate Action:

€ Chipko Movement (1970s, India) — A community-
driven environmental movementthat safeguarded
forests for future generations.

@ Paris Climate Agreement (2015) - Global
cooperation to combat climate change, with the
primary beneficiaries being future generations.

Contemporary Examples:
® India’s Aadhaar Project — A long-term digital identity
system for future generations.
® Space Exploration (ISRO, NASA, SpaceX Initiatives) —
Investments in space technology that may not benefit
the present generation but will shape the future.

36. Progress without conscience is just destruction in
disguise
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® “The ends of progress are empty without the means
being ethical.”
® Albert Einstein: “Technological progress is like an axe
in the hands of a pathological criminal”.
® Mahatma Gandhi: “Science without humanity is one of
the seven social sins.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Ethical Progress vs. Reckless Advancement:

@ True progress balances technological, economic,
and social advancements with ethical
responsibility.
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€ Thinkers like John Stuart Mill (Utilitarianism)
emphasize that progress should enhance
collective well-being, not just material gains.

® The Dangers of Unchecked Industrialization and
Consumerism:

€ Karl Marx warned about capitalism’s tendency to
prioritize profit over people, leading to
exploitation, inequality, and environmental
degradation.

@ Ecological Overshoot — Modern industrial
civilization depletes resources unsustainably,
leading to crises like deforestation, climate
change, and mass extinctions.

® Technology and Morality — A Double-Edged Sword:

€ Al and Automation - While they boost
productivity, they also lead to job losses, ethical
dilemmas, and digital surveillance.

€ Nuclear Energy — Used for both power generation
and mass destruction (Hiroshima & Nagasaki).

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Unethical Progress Leading to Destruction:

& Colonial Exploitation (18%-20*" Century) -
Economic progress for imperial powers came at
the cost of human suffering and destruction of
indigenous cultures.

@ The Arms Race (Cold War Era) — Technological
progress in weaponry led to global insecurity
rather than peace.

® Ethical Progress for Sustainable Development:

€ Gandhian Philosophy of Sarvodaya (Welfare of
All) — Advocates economic development without
harming human values.

€ Scandinavian Model of Welfare State — Ensures
economic growth while prioritizing human
dignity, education, and environmental
sustainability.

Contemporary Examples:
® Climate Change and the Cost of Unregulated Growth:

@ Deforestation in the Amazon (2020s) — Economic
expansion is causing irreversible loss of
biodiversity.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation February, 2025 m

@ Air Pollution in Delhi & Beijing — Unchecked
urbanization and industrialization leading to
severe public health crises.

® Ethical Dilemmas in Artificial Intelligence (Al) and

Biotechnology:

€ Gene Editing (CRISPR Technology) — Raises
questions about eugenics, bioethics, and the

unintended consequences of genetic
manipulation.
® Sustainable Progress Models:
¢ Green Energy Initiatives (Germany’s

Energiewende, India’s Solar Mission)—Combining
economic growth with environmental
responsibility.

€ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Laws in
India — Ensuring businesses contribute to social
welfare rather than mere profit-making.

37. Aladder is useless if it leans against the wrong wall
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Stephen R. Covey: “If the ladder is not leaning against
the right wall, every step we take just gets us to the
wrong place faster.”
® Henry David Thoreau: “It is not enough to be busy. The
question is: “What are we busy about?”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® The Importance of Purpose and Direction in Progress:

@ Progress without clarity of purpose can lead to
wasted efforts and undesirable outcomes.

€ Existentialist philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre
emphasize that human actions must be guided by
conscious choice and meaning.

€ Buddhist philosophy stresses the right intention
(Samyak Sankalpa) as an essential part of ethical
action.

® Ethical Considerations in Ambition and Success:

@ Unethical pursuits, even if successful, ultimately
lead to downfall (e.g., corporate fraud,
environmental exploitation).

@ Aristotle’s concept of Eudaimonia highlights that
true success is about holistic well-being, not just
material achievement.
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€@ The Bhagavad Gita teaches about performing
duty with the right purpose, without attachment
to mere success.
® Societal and Economic Parallels - Growth vs.
Meaningful Growth:

€@ Economic development without inclusivity leads
to inequality and social unrest.

@ GDP vs. Happiness Index Debate — Countries
must focus not only on economic progress but
also on well-being and sustainability.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Misguided Policies and Their Consequences:

€ Subprime Mortgage Crisis (2008): A reckless
pursuit of short-term profits led to global
economic collapse.

€ Unplanned Urbanization: Rapid but haphazard
urban growth results in pollution, slums, and poor
living conditions.

€ Colonial Mercantilism: Short-term economic
exploitation of colonies led to long-term poverty
and underdevelopment.

® Strategic and Well-Planned Approaches:

€ India’s White Revolution: Focused on self-
sufficiency in dairy production rather than blind
imitation of Western models.

€ Scandinavian Welfare Model: Economic success
combined with social security, ensuring balanced
and sustainable progress.

€ Japan’s Post-War Industrial Policy: Prioritized
long-term  technological advancement and
education over short-term industrial gains.

Contemporary Examples:
® Corporate and Business Strategies:

€ Startups and Unicorn Boom: Many startups fail
because they chase valuation rather than long-
term sustainability.

® Environmental and Climate Policies:

€ India’s Renewable Energy Push: Moving towards
sustainability instead of relying on coal-driven
industrialization.

38. A traveler without a map is lost, but a traveler without
curiosity is stagnant.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Albert Einstein: “I have no special talent. | am only
passionately curious.”
® J.R.R. Tolkien: “Not all those who wander are lost.”
® Confucius: “Real knowledge is to know the extent of
one’s ignorance.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® The Balance Between Planning and Exploration:

@ A rigid plan (map) without curiosity leads to
limited growth, while curiosity without direction
results in chaos.

@ Stoic philosophy (Marcus Aurelius): Encourages
preparation but also adaptability in the face of
uncertainty.

® Innovation and Progress — The Role of Curiosity:

€ Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions stemmed from an
insatiable curiosity rather than rigid adherence to
existing knowledge.

@ Space Exploration (ISRO, NASA): While blueprints
(maps) are necessary, breakthroughs come from
exploring the unknown.

® Education and Knowledge — Learning Beyond Syllabi:
€ Socratic Method: Encourages questioning rather
than rote memorization.

€ Rabindranath Tagore’s Shantiniketan Model:
Advocated free-thinking education over rigid
systems.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Failures Due to Lack of Direction (Mapless Wanderers):
¢ Dot-com Bubble (1990s-2000s):
startups with no concrete business models
collapsed despite having innovative ideas.

Overzealous

® Failures Due to Lack of Curiosity (Over-Reliance on
Maps):
€ Kodakand Nokia’s Downfall: Companies followed
existing models (maps) but ignored technological
shifts (curiosity about future trends).
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® Successes from Balancing Structure and Curiosity:

€ India’s IT Boom (1990s-2000s): A blend of
structured planning (government policies) and
curiosity-driven entrepreneurship led to global
leadership in software services.

@ Indus Valley Civilization’s Urban Planning: Had a
structured city planbutalsoinnovative adaptation
to geography and trade dynamics.

Contemporary Examples:
® Technology and Artificial Intelligence:

€ Google’s 20% Innovation Time Policy: Employees
are encouraged to spend time on curiosity-driven
projects, leading to innovations like Gmail.

€ Artificial Intelligence (Al) Ethics Debate: While
structured guidelines (maps) are necessary,
ethical considerations and unknown variables
require curiosity-driven exploration.

® Global Economic and Political Landscape:

€ China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): A long-
term strategic vision (map) combined with
adaptive responses to geopolitical realities.

39. The pursuit of progress is meaningless without the
pursuit of purpose

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

® Viktor Frankl: “Life is never made unbearable by
circumstances, but only by lack of meaning and
purpose.”
® Albert Schweitzer: “Success is not the key to happiness.
Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are
doing, you will be successful.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® The Interplay Between Progress and Purpose:
€ Progress without purpose is like a ship without a
rudder—directionless and prone to disaster.
€ Existentialist philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre
argue that individuals must define their own
meaning, as external progress alone cannot
provide fulfillment.
€ Buddhist philosophy emphasizes Dharma—
righteous duty—as a guiding force for meaningful
progress.
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® Ethical Considerations — Progress at What Cost?

@ Technological and economic progress should align
with ethical and humanitarian values.

@ Aristotle’s concept of the “Golden Mean”
suggests that excess or deficiency in any pursuit
leads to imbalance.

€ The Bhagavad Gita teaches Nishkama Karma
(selfless action)—where the purpose behind
work matters more than the outcome.

Policy and Historical Examples:
® Misguided Progress — When Purpose is Overlooked:
€ Colonial Exploitation: European colonization led
to economic growth for colonial powers but
devastated indigenous societies.

€ Environmental Degradation: The Industrial
Revolution propelled human progress but caused
severe ecological damage, evident in climate
change today.

€ Unethical Al Development: Rapid advancements
in artificial intelligence without ethical
safeguards raise concerns about job losses,
misinformation, and surveillance.

® Progress with Purpose — Case Studies of Meaningful
Growth:

€ Mahatma Gandhi’'s Swadeshi Movement:
Focused on self-reliance and sustainability rather
than blind industrialization.

€ Scandinavian Welfare Model: Countries like
Denmark and Sweden balance economic
progress with social welfare, ensuring inclusive
development.

€ India’s Green Revolution: Aimed not just at
agricultural productivity but at food security and
self-sufficiency.

Contemporary Examples:
® Business and Corporate Ethics:

€ Startups vs. Sustainable Growth: Many unicorn
startups chase valuations instead of long-term
stability, leading to collapses..

@ Tata Group’s Ethical Business Model: Prioritizes
social responsibility along with industrial
expansion.
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® Social and Environmental Policies:
€ Gross National Happiness (Bhutan): Measures
progress based on well-being, not just GDP.
€ Renewable Energy Transition: Countries like
Germany (Energiewende) focus on sustainable
development rather than just industrial growth.

40. Vision without action is a dream; action without vision
is a nightmare
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Joel A. Barker: “Vision without action is merely a
dream. Action without vision just passes the time.
Vision with action can change the world.”
® Helen Keller: “The only thing worse than being blind is
having sight but no vision.”
® Sun Tzu: “Tactics without strategy is the noise before
defeat.”
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® The Necessity of Vision for Meaningful Action:
@ Vision provides direction and purpose—without
it, actions become haphazard and ineffective.
€ Plato’s “Philosopher King” concept argues that
leaders must have wisdom (vision) to guide their
actions effectively.
€ Kautilya’s Arthashastra emphasizes strategic
thinking before execution—highlighting the
interplay between vision and action.
® Dangers of Action Without Vision:
€ Unplanned Urbanization: Rapid growth without
proper planning leads to overcrowding, pollution,
and inadequate infrastructure.
€ War and Aggression Without Strategy: Examples
like the Vietnam War and the Soviet-Afghan War
highlight military interventions without long-term
vision.
Policy and Historical Examples:
® Failures Due to Lack of Vision:
4 Dot-Com Bubble (1990s-2000s): Companies
rushed into internet businesses without
sustainable revenue models.

€ Nokia’s Fall: Focused on short-term profits but
ignored the smartphone revolution, losing market

leadership.
® Failures Due to Lack of Action Despite Strong Vision:
€ United Nations Climate Agreements: While
global leaders agree on climate goals,

implementation remains slow.

€ Visionary Ideas Without Execution: India’s 1960s
Five-Year Plans had ambitious industrial visions,
but bureaucratic inefficiencies slowed progress.

® Successes from Balancing Vision and Action:

@ ISRO’s Space Program: Long-term vision (self-
reliance in space technology) combined with
steady execution (Chandrayaan, Mangalyaan).

€ India’s IT Revolution: Visionary leadership
(Narasimha Rao, Nandan Nilekani) coupled with
action (economic liberalization, IT infrastructure
growth).

€ Tesla’s Success: Elon Musk’s vision of sustainable
transport has been backed by constantinnovation
and execution.

Contemporary Examples:
® Business and Innovation:

€ Google’s Moonshot Projects: Visionary projects
like self-driving cars and Al research combine
futuristic thinking with concrete action.

® Governance and Policy:

€ India’s Digital Revolution: The vision of a digitally
empowered society (Digital India) backed by
initiatives like UPI and Aadhaar.

41. True happiness comes from the journey of life rather
than a final goal.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® “Happiness is not a station you arrive at, but a manner
of traveling.” -Margaret Lee Runbeck
® “Success is a journey, not a destination. The doing is
often more important than the outcome.” -Arthur
Ashe
® “Itis good to have an end to journey toward; but it is
the journey that matters, in the end.” - Ursula K. Le
Guin
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Philosophical Perspective:

Ancient philosophers like Socrates, Buddha, and Lao
Tzu emphasized inner fulfillment over materialistic
achievements.

Eastern traditions such as Zen Buddhism and Vedanta
stress mindfulness and present-moment awareness
rather than goal fixation.

Aristotle’s concept of eudaimonia (flourishing) suggests
that happinessis an ongoing process of living virtuously,
rather than an endpoint.

Psychological Perspective:

Studies from Harvard’s “Grant Study” on adult
development show that long-term happiness is derived
from meaningful relationships and personal growth
rather than financial success.

Neuroscience research indicates that dopamine, the
“happiness chemical,” is released during the pursuit of
a goal rather than upon achieving it, explaining why
people feel temporary satisfaction after reaching a
milestone but soon seek new pursuits.

The concept of the “hedonic treadmill” suggests that
humans quickly adapt to new achievements, making
sustained happiness dependent on continuous
personal engagement.

Social & Economic Perspective:

Scandinavian countries such as Finland and Denmark
rank highest in the World Happiness Report, attributing
their well-being to a strong sense of social security,
work-life balance, and personal freedom rather than
economic wealth alone.

People living in highly competitive corporate
environments often experience burnout and
dissatisfaction despite achieving financial success,
proving that external goals alone do not ensure lasting
happiness.

Personal Development & Success:
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Renowned individuals like Elon Musk and Steve Jobs
have spoken about their love for learning, creating, and
innovating rather than just focusing on end results.

Many Olympic athletes experience post-achievement
depression after winning medals, as their entire
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identity was tied to a singular goal, highlighting the
importance of enjoying the process rather than just the
destination.

Cultural & Literary Perspective:

42,

Gandhi believed that ethical means are as important as
the desired ends. He emphasized truth, non-violence,
and moral integrity, asserting that just ends cannot be
achieved through unethical or unjust means.
€ Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy that “the path
itself is the goal” resonates with the idea that
fulfillment is found in the journey rather than in
any specific accomplishment.

Achieving environmental justice requires a fair
distribution of responsibilities.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we
borrow it from our children.”

“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that
someone else will save it.” — Robert Swan

Ethical & Moral Perspective:

The concept of intergenerational equity states that
future generations have the right to inherit a planet
with sustainable resources, and today’s actions should
not jeopardize their well-being.

Mahatma Gandhi’s ideology-“The Earth provides
enough for every man’s need but not for every man’s
greed”-highlights the importance of responsible
consumption and fair environmental stewardship.

Global Perspective:

Developed countries, historically responsible for the
bulk of greenhouse gas emissions, must bear a greater
burden in mitigating climate change, as reflected in the
principleof“commonbutdifferentiatedresponsibilities”
in the Paris Agreement.

The Global South, including nations like India and
Brazil, argues that imposing equal emission cuts on
developing economies is unjust, as they need room for
industrial growth and poverty alleviation.

Small island nations such as Tuvalu and the Maldives,
which contribute the least to climate change, are
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disproportionately affected by rising sea levels and
demand urgent climate action from industrialized
nations.

Economic Perspective:

® Nations with strong environmental policies, such as
Sweden and Canada, have implemented carbon taxes
and green incentives, demonstrating that economic
prosperity and sustainability can coexist.

® The fossil fuel industry, responsible for over 70% of
carbon emissions, must take greater responsibility
through stricter regulations and transition investments
toward renewable energy.

® large corporations, rather than individual consumers,
arethe primary contributors to deforestation, pollution,
and environmental degradation, necessitating
corporate accountability in global climate policies.

Social & Humanitarian Perspective:

® Marginalized communities, such as indigenous tribes in
the Amazon and farmers in India, often bear the brunt
of deforestation, water shortages, and climate disasters
while contributing the least to environmental damage.
® Environmental disasters like the Bhopal Gas Tragedy
(1984) and Flint Water Crisis (USA) highlight how

weaker sections of society suffer from industrial
negligence, underscoring the need for stricter
environmental justice policies.

In India, slum-dwellers in cities like Delhi and Mumbai
often live in highly polluted areas with little access to
clean water, showing the link between environmental
degradation and social inequality.

Scientific & Technological Perspective:

® Countries leading in green technology—like Germany’s

Energiewende initiative—have shown that transitioning
to renewable energy is feasible with the right policies
and investments.

India’s International Solar Alliance (ISA) aims to help
developing countries harness solar energy, reducing
dependency on fossil fuels and promoting equitable
access to sustainable energy.

Smart urban planning initiatives, such as Singapore’s
green building regulations and Japan’s disaster-resilient
city models, provide frameworks for reducing
environmental damage while maintaining economic
growth.
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