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ation i.e. to say that it denotes
his withdrawal is not partial
political and economic power

Decolonization is a process
the withdrawal of the colonia
or sublime, but real territoria
is shifted from the colonial p

Decolonization

Historically speaking, dec
was in the late eighteenth cen
United States and ending wi
American continent. The sec
possible by the collapse of th
third phase, which was also t
and the rise of US and USSR

ajor phases. The first phase
arting with the creation of the
d Portuguese colonies in the
rmath of World War I, made
, and Ottoman Empires. The
after the end of World War-II

Causes of Decolonizati

se of decolonization. Some of
French Revolution and the

There were several factors
the important ones are th
Napoleonic wars.

The American Revolutio

The rebellion by the Thirte
their eventual victory in the
other parts of the continent.
people of the colony had eve
be achieved by a united effor

against the Great Britain and
ired a wave of revolutions in
dence demonstrated that the
er country and the same can

The French Revolution (

The French Revolution us
society. Driven by the Enlight
rights of people, common peo
the Spanish and Portuguese ¢
movements emerging there. T
reform to spread throughout
that were implemented and t
throughout the Spanish wo
these factors.

n French as well as European
y, citizenship, and inalienable
uality. These ideals spread to
al impetus to the revolutionary
desire for social and economic
ninsula. The political reforms
re written both in Spain and
endence, were influenced by
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The Napoleonic Wars

These were a series of wa
Britain, Prussia, Spain, Portu
Wherever and whenever Napol
dynamics of the defeated terri
King Fernando VII (in May 18
brother, Joseph Bonaparte a
both Spain and its colonies.
formed governing bodies, pri
of these juntas in taking pow
Fernando VII, their sovereign
established their own juntas
ruled different and diverse p
to the Spanish crown in 1814
juntas and his subjects. The
ruled by Fernando finally s
separation from Spain.

army and alliances involving
ent times, from 1799 to 1815.
amentally altered the political
apoleon forced Carlos IV and
throne, and installed his own
pted the political stability of
its colonies in America, each
alled juntas. The prime motive
that “in absence of the king,
the community”. All colonies
e captive Fernando VII, each
er Fernando VII was restored
e power antagonized both the
ces and the prospect of being
nist population in favour of

Decolonization in the

Haitian Revolution

nti-colonial insurrection that
g in the establishment of the
ion of slavery throughout the
the history wherein a slave
-whites and former captives.
oment in the freedom struggle
aitian Revolution was that it
e enslaved person’s capacity
nize and mobilize their efforts
urce of inspiration throughout

The Haitian revolution was
took place in the French colo
sovereign state of Haiti. It ha
Americas. The Haitian revol
revolution led to the foundin
Most historians agree that the
of the Atlantic World. The m
challenged long-held beliefs
to achieve and maintain freed
and withstand the full might o
the continent.

Freedom of Other Latin

The aforesaid phenomeno
which swept across Latin A
colonies during the first quarte
the May revolution in 1816.
struggle in 1825. Chile broke
against the Spanish rule, Ec
struggle from 1808 to 182
independent following the Tre
on July 28, 1821, following
became independent from
Simon Bolivar.

eason for several revolutions
pendence of several Spanish
became independent following
after a 16 year long military
a 12 year long armed struggle
1822. Mexico after a tortuous
control. Uruguay became
proclaimed its independence
y Simon Bolivar. Venezuela
ain following the efforts of

Brazil, a Portuguese colon
of power wherein Dom Pedro
Joao VI, proclaimed the count

a relatively peaceful transfer
n of the Portuguese king Dom
became Brazil’s first Emperor.
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This was generally peacefully
wars were fought between P
independence 3 years later u

ugal, although some guerrilla
. Portugal recognized Brazil’s

Pattern of Decolonizatio

Decolonization in Latin Am
Peru and Uruguay was mar
waged against the forces loy:
members of the local elite w
colonial government in these
subsequent removal of King F
reduced the legitimacy of offic
came under scrutiny. The loc
utilized the opportunity and
establishment. These local eli
masses, which were restrict
support from them. They wer
and taking advantage of the
freedom from them.

Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay,
n armed struggle which was
the revolutionaries who were
he weakness of the Spanish
ain in the Peninsular War and
ful king in the Spanish throne
the right of Viceroys to govern
h trade restrictions and taxes,
n armed struggle against the
economic concessions to the
colonial government, to seek
ho were adversarial to Spain
, were somehow able to wrest

In other countries such as
mainly because of the differ
account of various changes
consideration. Therefore, the
account of military campaig
strategic power dominated di
leaders like Simon Bolivar, w

r freedom was prolonged, was
volutionaries themselves on
w different propositions for
atin America is basically an
argely preceded ideology and
some extra-ordinary military
aring and tactics till date.

New Imperialism

The term ‘new imperialism
in the late 1800s and early
European powers, the United

of imperialism that happened
by the colonial expansion by

Causes of New Imperia

Economic Reasons

At the heart of imperialis
revolutions that could only b
advantages. One, it should ha
Secondly, it should have unre
and thirdly, it should have ac
by the access to colonies. Onc
to sign one sided treaties gr:
their markets. Now, these pro
labourers again sourced from
huge slave trade racket whic

With the development of
steamboats, the colonizers h

S— . —

manating from the industrial
he mother country had three
heap industrial raw materials.
lling their industrial products
three aspects were addressed
olitically, they could be forced
stricted or duty free access to
ries which were run by cheap
they were sourced out of the
1d by these colonial powers.

form of roads, railways and
xplored hinterlands of these
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ral resources of the colonies.
tries of Asia and Africa, these
tors cumulatively contributed
h those of the other European
This cutting edge competition
yer had duty free access to a
mount of duties, specifically

colonies, which they utilized
Now, since the industrial revo
countries became prime targe
to make their products cheap
players who were in the mark
between these powers could
country’s market while othe
calibrated to drive these play

Therefore, in the context of
was very small and very muc
subjugating other countries
generated wealth was furthe
thereafter employed in satis
sustaining cycle of growth
imperialism. Therefore, the m
itself and greater military po
imperialistic and so on.

t wherein the domestic market
y to get rich was by politically
over and above others. This
ilitary capabilities which was
bitions thereby creating a self
as driven by the engine of
the bigger empire it builds for
helps it to become even more

Extreme Nationalism: Pr

The later part of the ninete
and Italy had just succeeded i
century came to be associate
superiority over other people
prestige and power. Imperiali
England, France and Germa
and took great pride in callin

Imperialist countries took
or strategic importance. For
Singapore and Cyprus — not
trade route to India from riv
coaling stations to strengthen
Acquiring a colony also had a
another to protect it and so o

tense nationalism. Germany
ionalism in the late nineteenth
ions developed myths of their
st have colonies to add to its
age. Writers and speakers in
ote the idea of imperialism,

rica because of their military
ort Said, Aden, Hong Kong,
ect her conquered lands and
established naval bases and
s got similar bases elsewhere.
acquired a colony, it needed

The ‘Civilizing Mission’:

In the minds of many Euro
it a way of bringing civilizatio
writer, Rudyard Kipling asked
burden’. Jules Ferry, in Fra
inferior races’.

s very noble. They considered
he world. The famous English
hat he called ‘the white man’s
ve the duty of civilizing the

Christian missionaries, de
promoting the idea of imperia
of duty. Very often they were f
place to protect the missiona
who considered it their natio
Africa. President McKinley of
Philippines in these words-“T
the Filipinos, and uplift and
Christ also died”.

ity, also played their part in
nto unknown areas in a spirit
and soldiers. Wars often took
tural to most Western people
ianize the peoples of Asia and
the reasons for annexing the
take them all, and to educate
as our fellow men for whom

., —



World History

Role of Explorers and A

nto unknown or little known
opportunities for trade and
would first be set up; next,
o take over ‘protection’ of the
t would proceed to claim the
as particularly important in

They also helped in sprea
territories and brought bac
development. On the basis o
gradually the explorer’s hom
entire area around the tradi
entire territory. The work of
Europe’s taking over of Afric

Backwardness of Asia a

The most important condit
that the Industrial Revolutio
produced goods of fine quality
on hand tools which meant pr
of Western countries in the ni
Also, because of the lack of
West, the two continents wer
of Europe.

nquest of Asia and Africa was
of the world. The craftsmen
esired. But they relied entirely
mparison with the production
ican methods were backward.
evolution had brought to the
o the armed might and power

The governments of the co
century, though in ancient a
nineteenth century, the old
outlived their usefulness. Str
The people’s loyalties were sti
These rulers cared little for t
how small bands of Westerne
of their governments, in cong

very weak in the nineteenth
ires had existed there. In the
lowed, even though they had
rn sense had not developed.
times, or to tribal chieftains.
conditions helped to explain
and finally with the backing

Scramble for Africa

Africa Before Imperialis

In the mid 1800s, before th
into hundreds of ethnic and li
while others converted to Isl
different languages. Politicall
groups to independent villa,
population of about 10 millio
Africans as early as the 1450
appear for the same are:

a, African people were divided
d to follow traditional beliefs,
ups spoke more than 1,000
ires that united many ethnic
est Africa at its peak had a
had established contacts with
little land. The main reasons

m European travel into the
Europeans could not navi
and drastically changing
Europeans would not be a

m Large networks of African
away from controlling the
networks were specialized.
ivory and beeswax in the A
to merchants on the coast

S— —

is was virtually impossible.
o many rapids and cataracts
of steam-powered riverboats,
ns into the interior of Africa.
de networks kept Europeans
s gold and ivory. These trade
oted themselves to collecting
as the Yao carried their goods
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s out of most of Africa for 400
f the continent’s land, mainly

m Powerful African armies we
years. As late as 1880, Eu
on the coast.

Slave Trade

The European penetration ¢
for a long time mainly to cert
to the most tragic and disast
results of these contacts was t
rule in the Americas had result
of the Americas. The Portugues
bought slaves from there and
African villages were raided b
to the European traders.

Earlier, the Arabs had do
also took part in the slave t
European traders sold to the
enslaved the people, who wert
increased, they were sent dire

Up to about the middle of
Africans were uprooted from
on their villages by the traders
unhygienic conditions that tt
during the long journey. It is
America alive. The inhuman
plantations cannot even be it
who tried to escape. The pers
government. Slavery had bec
European countries during t

By the early nineteenth ce
colonial exploitation. Slavery
to colonial exploitation. In fac
trade to go to war against Afri
In the meantime, exploration
by the European powers to i
the direct conquest of almost

entury onwards was confined
en these limited contacts led
ople of Africa. One of the first
—the slave trade. The Spanish
tion of the original inhabitants
et in Lisbon and the Spaniards
the Americas to work there.
re captured and handed over

equently, some African chiefs
ange for firearms which the
s also raided the villages and
demand for slaves in America

3 trade continued. Millions of
illed while resisting the raids
nanimate objects and in such
revolted. Lakhs of them died
f the slaves captured reached
were forced to work on the
ities were inflicted on those
e was given a reward by the
olonial system established by

importance in the system of
rior of Africa was to be opened
he pretext of abolishing slave
d their territorial possessions.
yegun and preparations made
bn the continent of Africa — for

Weakness of Africa

The interior of Africa was s
the nineteenth century. Howe
traders, the speed with which
It is necessary to understand
m The imperialist countries

might of the imperialist po

African States. The latter

military strength.
m The Africans had outdated

They were no match for th

ans up to about the middle of
the reputation of being slave
ed Africa is without a parallel.
briefly listed as follows:

e African states. The economic
he economic resources of the
> fight a long war in terms of

d to them by the Europeans.
he Europeans used.
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m Politically, like Indian sta
united. There were conflict
often sought the support
conflicts, the boundaries o
imperialist countries parti

, the African states were not
tes, and the rulers and chiefs
ir rivals. As a result of these
changing. As against this, the
rica were united.

Paper Partition

The scramble had created
scramble to grab the maxim
result of these rivalries. Man;
became imminent, but in alm
between them as to who will
rivalries in East Africa were
to Britain in exchange for Bri

In 1884-85, there was a C
discussed how to share out
at this Congress. Treaties we
claims to African territories

Treaties were also signed b
European governments, Euro
their respective governments.
cases where these were gen
European countries and the
European powers. For exampl
to seek the latter’s support a,
other European countries int
his state a ‘protectorate’ of th
by other European powers a
from them. In this way, the
nineteenth century. This posi
actual partition took much lo
might of the European power

A look at the map of Afric
partitioned on paper in confer
in Africa are in straight lines.
territory and trading rights in
Egypt and Sudan. Belgium op
demarcating their areas of in
Congo. However, almost eve
resolved through negotiations i

perialist nations. In fact, the
hortest possible time was the
war between these countries
and agreements were reached
example, the Anglo-German
y agreed to concede Uganda

p of European states met and
frican state was represented
owers to settle disputes over

fs, and the representatives of
s, which were later ratified by
dulent and bogus and in the
d in negotiations with other
em were recognized by other
eaty with a European country
ountry in seeking approval of
ican ruler had agreed to make
rpretation was then accepted
egan without any hindrance
completed by the end of the
paper partition’. However, the
he use of the superior military
y the Africans.

the continent of Africa was
irty percent of all boundaries
ong the European powers for
d British interests collided in
igned by Britain and Portugal,
ted in denial of sea access to
of European colonists were
significant conflict was averted.

African Resistance

ere met with resistance. The
er equal due to the Europeans’
lliances with the Europeans.
ependent. In some cases, the
on their African allies. Other
es they could raise. With the
e ultimately failed.

Across Africa, European a
contest between African states
superior arms. Sometimes
They hoped the agreement wi
Europeans did help defeat th
times, Africans resisted the
single exception of Ethiopia,
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Ethiopia was the only Afri
was due to one man—Meneli
played Italians, French, and
Ethiopia into their spheres o
modern weapons purchased
Menelik discovered difference
language — and in Italian. M
However, the Italians claime
were advancing into norther
greatest battles in the history
defeated the Italians and mai

ist the Europeans. Its victory
iopia in 1889. He successfully
f whom were striving to bring
e built up a large arsenal of
ut to sign a treaty with Italy,
aty in Amharic—the Ethiopian
p a tiny portion of Ethiopia.
ate. Meanwhile, Italian forces
ar and in 1896, in one of the
Ethiopian forces successfully
dence.

Impact of Colonial Rule

the most part, the effects were
. The important points could

European colonial rule for
negative, but in some cases t
be summarized as follows:
m  Africans lost control of the e.

m Famines resulted from the of subsistence agriculture.

m Africans also suffered fro itional cultures. Traditional
authority figures were repl e transferred with little regard
to their importance to the tional culture and admiration
of European life undermin dentity problems for Africans.

m  Slavery was perhaps one o tly crimes which the Africans
suffered. It will forever re an civilization. Millions lost
their lives, millions were nd kinship ties were broken.

These slaves suffered so humiliatory treatment ever

rendered by a man to ano
m The most troublesome po

African continent. Long-t

times, kinship groups w

combined or unnaturally d

during European occupat

nations that evolved from
m  On the positive side, colo

European military, raids

some colonies improved s

As a result, life spans incr
m  One of the positive impact

eriod was the division of the
etimes united, while at other
e artificial boundaries that
that plagued African colonies
e to create problems for the

Now, under the control of the
ced. Humanitarian efforts in
ment of hospitals and schools.
ved.

. African products came to be
valued on the internationa rowth, African colonies gained
railroads, dams, and telep for the most part, these only
benefited European busin s.

Conquest of South & S

South and Southeast Asia
China, Thailand and the Phil
of these countries were alread
by the Portuguese, then by t

ka, Malaya, Indonesia, Indo-
f the new imperialism, many
. Sri Lanka was first occupied
itish, who transformed it into
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