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Causes of Algae Blooms

Environmental
Conditions

«+ Abundant light

» High temperatures
« High pH levels

« Stagnant water
« Excess nutrients

Sources of Excess Nutrients

Agriculture: Industry: Urban Life:
Fertilizer runoff (nitrogen & Chemical discharge ~ Sewage and
phosphorus) and animalwaste ~ and waste waste runoff
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Climate Change
Climate change is increasing the frequency
and severity of blooms due to:

« Increases in water and air temperature
« Increases in droughts and flooding

» Changes in salinity

» Increased amount of CO2

« Sea level rise and coastal upswelling
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