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Which plastics are recyclable?

Summary of plastic polymer groups, their common uses, properties and recyclability.

Numerical coding (from 1-7) is typically pr(wldcd on plastic items and gives information of their
polymer grouping below. Recyclability is based on common recycling schemes but can vary between
countries as well as regionally within countries; check local recycling guidelines for further claritfication.

Symbol Polymer Common Uses Properties Recyclable?
‘ ‘ Polvethvl Plastic bottles ol \ Yes:
c ) olyetnylens water, soft drinks, ear, strong . ’
1 terephthalate ( cooking ol) and lightweight widely recycled
PETE
h @?—@ Milk containers, . S(:iﬁ anfj Yes:
High-density cleaning agents, ardwearing; . ’
c 2& polyethylene shampoo bottles, hard_to bre_akdown widely recycled
bleach bottles in sunlight
HDPE
A Plastic piping, Can be rigid or soft "
. [% g vinyl flooring, via plasticizers; :
Ls Zﬁg:gg cabling insulation, used in construction, ,
-'Q@ B roof sheeting healthcare, electronics 8
PVC =
A Plastic bags, Lightweight, Nos;
4 Low-density , food wrapping low-cost, versatile; failure under stress makes it
c , polyethylene (e.g. bread, fruit, fails under mechanical hard to recycle
vegetables) and thermal stress
LDPE
h Bottle lids, food
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ tubs, furniture, Tough and resistant; ni 2
5 Polypropylene houseware, effective barrier against lable in ati
medical, rope, water and chemicals he - e
PP \\%% automobile parts
n Food takeway Lightweight; No;
6 Polystyrene 2 / cor!talners, structurally weak; rarely recycled bl:,lt
AN plastic cutlery, easily dispersed check local recycling
T egg tray
PS
h Other plastics Water cooler __ No; .
7 (e.q. acrylic, bottles, Diverse in nature diversity of materials
‘ ’ polycarbonate, baby cups, with various properties risks contamination
polyactic fibres) fiberglass of recycling
OTHER
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