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Heat is transferred from
the primary coolant
through the walls of the
tubes in the steam
generator, heating the
water (secondary coolant)
inside them to turn it to
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Energy from nuclear
reaction heats the
primary reactor coolant
causing it to rise by
convection and natural
buoyancy through the
riser, much like a chimney
effect.
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Colder (denser) primary
coolant "falls” to bottom

of reactor pressure vessel,

cycle continues.
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