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The Fall of the Soviet Union: Key Events

March 1985

Mikhail Gorbachev becomes

0
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of the Soviet E i
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Union; initiates a series of
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begins in Lithuania; later
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Estonia and Latvia
Warsaw Pact; Berlin Wall falls
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M M
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independence
June 1990 fol A

Russian parliament declares
independence from the Soviet
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)

Abortive coup against
Gorbachev

December 1991

Russia, Belarus & Ukraine
decide to annul the 1922

Treaty
on the Creation of the USSR & % December 25, 1991

establish the Commonwealth Gorbachev resigns, end of the
of Independent Soviet Union
States
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