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ANATOMY OF THE SUN

Sunspots
Darker, cooler areas on the photosphere
with concentrations of magnetic field

Prominence
Large structure, often many thousands
of kilometres in extent

Granulation

Small, short-lived grainy features that
cover the Sun, caused by thermal
currents rising from below

Chromosphere

Layer above the photosphere,
where the density of plasma
drops dramatically

Phatosphere
The visible ‘surface’ of the Sun

Transition region

Thin, irregular layer that separates
the relatively cool chromosphere
from the much hotter corona

Flare
Sudden release of energy in the
form of radiation
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Convective zone
Rapid heating of plasma creates
currents of heated and cooled gas

Radiative zone

Energy created in the core diffuses
slowly through the plasma

Core Aditya-L1
Where the Sun generates its energy

via thermonuclear reactions

Corona

The Sun’s outer atmosphere,
which extends millions of
kilometres into outer space

lllustration of all five Lagrange points of Sun~Earth System.
Aditya=- L1 will be placed around Largrange point 1

Coronal mass ejection

Vast eruption of billions of tonnes

of plasma and accompanying magnetic
fields from the Sun's corona

Solar wind
A continuous stream of

charged particles released
from the corona
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