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OLEPROSY

(bacteria)

Leprosy is a chronic disease that has afflicted people for millennia. Caused by bacteria which affects the skin and nerves, throughout history it
resulted in disfiguring deformities of the limbs, hands and feet and face, and blindness, leaving a legacy of human suffering invelving rejection and
exclusion from society. Leprosy is not highly contagious but many are still infected and affected worldwide. Despite the infection being treatable with a
long coursa of antibiotics, the lack of education and stigma surrounding the disease means that many people are still diagnosed too late to prevent
disabilities.Global efforts over the past 20 years, have cured more than 14 million leprosy patients reducing the prevalence of the disease by 90%.

Leprosy is known to occur at all ages ranging from
early infancy to very old age. The way it is thought to
be transmitted is through close, extended contact with
someone with leprosy.

Leprosy is a disfiguring

infectious disease cause
by a bacteria that affects
the skin and nerves and

mucous membranes

It usually takes between

2-10 years o symetoms of leprosy infection

to appear after a person is infected
with leprosy-causing bacteria.
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The main signs and symptoms are:

Faded or discoloured Nerve damage that leads to a loss of feeling Muscle weakness Eye problems
patches of skin, disfiguring in the arms and legs, with secondary and paralysis that may lead
skin sores, lumps or bumps trauma and infection going unnoticed and -especially of the to blindness
that do not go away leading to deformities of hands and feet. hands and feet

q Antibiotic treatment will stop leprosy’s progress
which makes early detection important. .
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