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The nymphs feed on multiple hosts, thus

picking up and passing on the virus. Small mammals, such as shrews, may be the
reservoir hosts, with monkey deaths an
indicator that the virus has become epizootic
in a region,

Several species of ticks, most prominently
Haemaphysalis spinigera, are the vectors
for the Kyasanur Forest Disease virus. The
larvae appear after the monsoon and the
nymphs start appearing in November or

December’

Tick "pools” found near monkey carcasses can
be a hotspot of infection. Humans living near
forest interfaces get infected on tick bite.
Most human cases and monkey deaths occur
in the dry season, between November and
June. This is when the nymphs feed.

Cattle were found to host, amplify and distribute
the population of ticks — but play no role in trans-
mitting the KFD virus
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