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Climate Change Ry

A triple threat for the ocean

Burning fossil fuels, deforestation
and industrial agriculture release
carbon dioxide (C0,) and other
heat-trapping gases into our
atmosphere, causing our planet to
warm. The ocean has buffered us
from the worst impacts of climate
change by absorbing more than 90
percent of this excess heat and
about 25 percent of the C0,, but at
the cost of causing significant harm
to marine ecosystems.
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TOXIC ALGAE HABITATS

Larger and more frequent
blooms are making fish,
birds, marine mammals

and people sick.

SEA LEVEL

Sea level rise is
accelerating, flooding
coastal communities

BLEACHING

Warm-water coral reefs
(marine biodiversity
hotspots) could be lost if
the planet warms by
2°C (3.6°F).

ACIDIFICATION

More acidic water ! Disruptions in fisheries

harms animals that build S affect the marine food
shells, such as corals, J web, local livelihoods, and
clams, and oysters. qlobal food securltv

FISHERIES

Lower oxygen levels

are SllffOCBtimi some

marine animals and
shrinking their habitats.

and drowning
wetland habitats.
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ecial Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC)
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