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FACTSHEET: SOIL EROSION

In a first, a study conducted by a group of researchers,

has come out with pan-India data on surface soil erosion.
While soil erosion is a natural phenomenon, increase in
land use and land cover — which can be attributed fo
anthropogenic intervention like deforestation and rigorous
farming practice over the years — has led to large swathes
of land exposed fo water erosion. In a damning observation,
a little over 3% of the fotal surface soil in India has reported
‘catastrophic erosion’ or where erosion has been over 100
tonnes per hectare per year. Assam — and in particular the
Brahmaputra valley — being one of the major hotspots

for erosion, has reported a whopping 31% of its fotal
surface soil exposed to ‘catastrophic erosion’.
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