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Solar Cycles

What is a solar cycle? Well, the solar cycle is the cycle that the Sun's magnetic field goes through
approximately every 11 years, but what does that mean?

gass moves and genetrates a powerful magnetic field which, is called a

Oﬂg} Our sun is a massive "ball" with electrically-charged hot gass. This elecrically-charged hot
%
o "solar cycle".

At the beginning of every solar cycle The solar cycles occur because the Sun's magnetic field flips upside
there is not as much activity onthe down. This means that the north and south poles switch positions.

Sun's surface as it is in the middle of *{L -'-1 : P
' This happens every 11 years at the beginning of a new cycle.
a cycle. Therefor you call the - PP vy & - & Y

beginning of a solar cycle a 'solar : 3
minimum' and the middle of a cycle a ¢ But how does this affect the
'solar maximum'. «m\ _ Earth?

» The activity of Sun's "magnetic
field" is the main cause that
determines how big a solar
storm that hits the Earth is

going to be, or in other words,
how big the CMEs are going to
be.
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