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TYPES OF GREENWASHING

e
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Environmental
Imageries

Misleading labels

Hidden trade-offs

Irrelevant Claims
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THE HISTORY
OF GREENWASHING

Misleading green claims were
here, just without the infamous
name we know today. After the
nuclear meltdowns in Michigan
and ldaho, Westinghouse ads
praise the virtues of nuclear
energy - with questionable
corporate motives.

2000s-10s

Despite rising knowledge that
greenwashing is bad,
corporations continue to
misbehave and mislead, in a
void of regulation. In 2004, BP
popularizes the carbon
footprint - an underhand idea
to shift the responsibility from
company to consumer.

TODAY

Legislation is catching up. The
EU bans generic eco labels.
The US' Federal Trade
Association (FTA) is due for a
Green Guide update. The UK
has a plethora of open
greenwashing investigations.
Greenwashing is still here, but
under pressure.

|
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1980s-90s

In 1983, Jay Westerveld coins
the term ‘greenwashing’, after
staying at an expanding resort in
Fiji urging guests to reuse
towels to save the planet.
Eco-consciousness grows in the
'‘80s and the term's use spreads.
Meanwhile, Big Qil spins its
image against mounting scrutiny.

2020s

In 2022, greenwash finally
makes it into the dictionary, as
awareness rises and the word
enters everyday conversations.
Searches for greenwashing and
related terms peak around the
same time. Laws start to emerge
and record penalties are made.
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