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Space tourism begins countdown to blast off

Though only three people have paid to travel into space, a new space race
is gaining momentum to regularly send tourists into suborbit.

Virgin Galactic, England, late
2008, early 2009

Modeled on Ansari

X prize winner SpaceShipOne;
cammied by a mothership then
powered by a hybnd rocket motor
to suborbit before gliding back
to Earth

Spaceport: Mojave, Calif, later
New Mexico

Seating:
Rocketplane Kistler,
Oklahoma, summer 2007

A modified Learjet 25 will take
off and land like an airplane from
a runway

Spaceport: Oklahoma/
Seating: |

PlanetSpace's
Canadian Arrow

-

SOURCES: PlanetSpace; Rocketplane; Space Adventures; Virgin Galactc

Space Adventures, Viginia

Suborbital rockets designed by the

Russian aerospace firm
Myasishchev Design Bureau

Spaceport: United Arab Emirates
Seating:

PlanetSpace, Canada, 2008

Two-stage rocket that will launch

and re-enter Earth's at-mosphere
by parachute before water landing

Spaceport: Great Lakes region
Seating:

Solid
rocket
engines

oxygen

Crew ! Passenger

The cost of a trip
in thousands
of dollars
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Ballute and three
main parachutes
for re-entry

Crew
cabin

NOTE: Drawing is schematic AP
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