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Nuclear-Powered
Ballistic Missile
Submarine (SSBN)

Diesel-Electric Submarines (SSK) e

Submarine (SSN)

Diesel-electric submarines use
electric motors charged by diesel
engines to move. These engines
require air and fuel to operate, which
means they need to resurface more
frequently, making them easier to
detect.

Of the SSKs, four are Shishumar
Class, which were bought and then
built in India in collaboration with the
Germans starting in the 1980s.

Eight are Kilo Class or Sindhughosh
Class bought from Russia (including
erstwhile USSR) between 1984 and
2000,

Three are Kalvari Class Scorpene
submarines (P-75) built at India's
Mazagon Dock in partnership with
France's Naval Group.

SSNs can stay and operate
under water almost
indefinitely; their
endurance is limited only
by food supplies for the
crew. They are also
equipped with a range of
tactical weapons, such as
torpedoes, anti-ship cruise
missiles and land-attack
cruise missiles.

India is among six nations
that have SSNs, alongside
the US, the UK, Russia,
France and China.

India has INS Chakra 2
SSN Submarine leasad
from Russia until 2022.

A slow-moving
‘bomber’ and a
stealthy launch
platform for
nuclear weapons.

The Arihant and
three more SSBNs
under construction
are part of the
Strategic Forces
Command.
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